
 

�

������������ 	
 ������������� �

��������	
��
������������	
����������������

�

Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
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 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 

  Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar 

  Rev. Robert Milling, Senior Priest in Residence  

  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  

  Mr. Brian Cote, School Principal, 781-848-0842  

  Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238  

  Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238 

 

 Parish Office: Mrs. Christine Coulsey, Business Manager  

  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  

 

 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  

  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 

  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  

 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 2:30 to 3:45 PM  

 

 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the  

  Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.  

 

 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Parish Office to register.  

 

 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or 

   unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 

 Community Meetings: School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM  

 

 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
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My brothers and sisters, 

�

Today we observe the Octave of Easter.  This is also called 

Divine Mercy Sunday.  On this day Jesus made a second 

appearance to the apostles (this time with Thomas in the 

room) and further affirmed their faith.  He sent them into the 

world to bring His message of forgiveness of sins and 

newness of life for all those who believe in God through 

Jesus Christ, and sealed that call and mission with the Gift 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 

A lot of people have been asking me if this scourge of 

coronavirus is a sign of the end of the world, the coming of 

the end times, and such.  I think it’s because the virus has 

brought the reality and possibility of death closer to us than 

we are usually comfortable having it.  People wonder about 

their lives and whether, maybe, some changes need to be 

made.   Anything is possible, but I’m not banking on this 

being the end of the world at all. 

 

The movement within, however, can be a positive outgrowth 

of this current state of emergency.  It has provided us with 

time—in some cases a lot of it!—to reflect on our 

relationships, our habits, our priorities, and our place in the 

world and in God’s plan.  Someone said recently, “Father, 

this is the “Lentiest” Lent I’ve ever spent.”  Amen to that.  

And Lent is meant to bring about spiritual, perhaps even 

moral change.  So, to the extent that’s happening it could be 

said that there is some good coming out of this experience. 

 

To me the issue is motive.  If the reason you’re going to go 

to confession and make changes in the way you relate to 

God and His world and the people He’s put here with you is 

because you are afraid that you’re going to Hell, if Covid-19 

fills you with fear of dying—such that dying right now puts 

me in jeopardy with regard to where I stand in God’s eyes, if 

you are coming out of any place of fear and doubt of God’s 

power to save you / us / everyone / anyone, then I don’t hold 

out a lot of hope that you’re going to find much peace. 

 

If, however, the motive is trust in God’s grace and a need to 

rely on it more completely, then we can get somewhere.  If 

these stay-at-home and social distance emergency 

measures have made us realize places where we’ve taken 

people and money and opportunities in our life for granted, if 

habits have shown up in our behavior that are selfish and 

negative and now we realize that we can be better than that, 

if a run-through of the Ten Commandments makes us gulp 

with guilt and want to rise up to do better, then we’re all set. 

If fear is the driver in our spiritual life we likely won’t get too 

far.  That’s because we become the center of the issue.  If 

trust is our motivation, then God’s in charge.  The focus 

becomes the power of the one who comes through the 

locked doors and says to the apostles, “Shalom!”  It’s a 

peaceful, loving greeting from a God who knows well that 

the apostles weren’t perfect, but that they wanted to be.  

“Blest are those who have not seen me, but still believe,” He 

says to Thomas.  He’s talking about us.  God has a plan for 

us and a path for us to follow.  He knows we’re not going to 

be perfect in following it and He doesn’t care.  Right now it 

leads through some pretty awful real estate, but in the midst 

of all that this virus and the purveyors of bad news put 

before us, if we want to see it, the hand of our Savior is there 

for us to grasp.  We can be better.  We can do better.  We 

can realize that Divine Mercy calls to all who are open to 

hearing it, “Shalom!  Come out from behind that locked door 

and bring your good to the world.  You’re going to Heaven 

because I just went to the cross and came forth from the 

tomb.  So be sorry if you want, but do not be afraid.  Rise up 

and follow me.  I can do what you can’t; the only thing I can’t 

do is make you love me and accept my grace.  Shalom—

Peace be with you.” 

 

What’s our response?  “No, go away.  I’m too bad / weak / 

afraid for you to love.”  Or can we simply look up and say 

with St. Thomas, “My Lord and my God!”  or with St. 

Faustina, “Jesus, I trust in You!”       Happy Easter! 

 

In His service and yours, 

Fr. Paul Clifford  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer During A Health Crisis 

Compassionate and Loving Father, 

In the face of confusion and concern  

impart to us the calm of your presence. 

In You allow us to find hope and healing. 

Be with those who serve the sick and give them Your caring 

hands. 

Be with those who lead and give them Your Spirit of wisdom. 

Be with those who have fallen ill and give them Your 

comforting heart. 

Wrap your arms around our world  

and hold us in your love.  

Allow us at this time of trial to then  

serve as instruments of that love to all we meet. 

We ask this in Your Name. 

Amen. 
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A“90-Days Now - For Your Parish” Initiative Launched 

First of its Kind Initiative in the  

Archdiocese of Boston 

 

The desire to take care of one another during the 

unprecedented challenges of COVID-19 and the inability to 

join together at local Catholic churches for Masses has 

inspired a grass roots movement for parishioners to rally 

around their local parishes. “90 Days Now – For Your 

Parish” is a newly launched three-month campaign 

spearheaded by a member of the laity to help support 

parishes while Churches are temporarily closed but while the 

need for parish services continues. 

 

The Archdiocese of Boston has supported the movement by 

creating an easy-to-use, on-line payment mechanism 

whereby donors can make a gift directly to the parish of their 

choice. This 90-day program offers support now by providing 

a way to make a daily commitment in addition to regular 

weekly donations. This link, 

bcatholic.sites.bostoncatholic.org/form/giving-form?fid=4916, 

is especially helpful for parishes that do not currently have 

the ability to accept online donations. 

 

�Cardinal Seán has spoken eloquently about the importance 

of taking care of one another, especially as we face the 

unprecedented challenges of this crisis,” said John 

Corcoran, parishioner at Saint Paul Parish in South 

Hamilton, MA. Mr. Corcoran stepped forward with the idea 

for the 90-day initiative, saying, “I am very grateful that 

parishioners who can now have the ability to step up in this 

way to support their pastors and parishes. Our parishes are 

always there for us, and most do not have cash reserves 

sufficient to compensate for the lack of weekly 

contributions. This is a great way for parishioners to be 

supportive during this difficult time.” Mr. Corcoran is founder 

of Trinity Life Sciences, a leader in global life sciences 

solutions. He is also Chair of the Board of iCatholic Media 

which oversees CatholicTV and The Pilot.  

 

“This is a remarkable effort in support of our pastors and 

parishes and we are truly grateful for the response,” said 

Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley, OFM Cap. “In particular we 

extend our gratitude to John Corcoran, the Tocci family and 

the many lay leaders who are helping our parishes with this 

initiative. This pandemic presents serious challenges to our 

local communities and the essential work of our social 

service agencies because of the increased demand and 

financial stress. Also, many of our parishes are facing very 

significant need for assistance that will continue even after 

are able to reopen our churches.” 

 

Parishioners who give online using the 90 Days Now – for 

Your Parish link should know that the funds they give will go 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To all our families, 

  

We are in awe of all of you who have created messages and 

handmade signs for front line workers during this 

crisis.  Many moments of hope have been shared throughout 

our communities! Those of you who have added family time 

for prayers of hope and healing, we wish you a deeper 

closeness with each other and God!  Thank you.  We 

sincerely hope you are all doing well through your 

circumstances! 

  

With God, we firmly believe we will be restored to new life 

when we come out of quarantine-land.  With God, our 

suffering will be more relatable.  With God, our gratitude will 

be more apparent.   With God, our love, more readily 

shared!   Despite the challenges in the depths of quarantine-

land, God is preparing us for a better life.  Trust and be 

ready! 

  

We will be excited to walk with each other again…maybe it 

will be at a Sunday Mass, a First Holy Communion, a 

Confirmation ceremony, a wedding or a funeral.  In any 

event, we will be honored to join you on the journey. 

  

Easter peace to you all, 

Diane, Ronna, Anne Marie and Debbie 
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On May 5, 2000, five days after the canonization of St. 

Faustina, the Vatican decreed that the Second Sunday of 

Easter would henceforth be known as Divine Mercy Sunday. 

 

The Image:  Jesus appeared to St. Faustina in a vision, with 

his right hand raised in a blessing and his left touching his 

garment above his heart. Red and white rays emanate from 

his heart, symbolizing the blood and water that was poured 

out for our salvation and our sanctification. The Lord 

requested that “Jesus, I trust in You” be inscribed under his 

image. Jesus asked that his image be painted and 

venerated throughout the world: “I promise that the soul that 

will venerate this image will not perish” (Diary, no. 48) and 

“By means of this image I will grant many graces to 

souls” (Diary, no. 742). 

 

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy: The Chaplet was also given 

to St. Faustina with this promise: “Encourage souls to say 

the chaplet which I have given you” (Diary, no. 1541). 

“Whoever will recite it will receive great mercy at the hour of 

death. … Even if there were a sinner most hardened, if he 

were to recite this chaplet only once, he would receive grace 

from My infinite mercy. I desire that the whole world know 

My infinite mercy” (Diary, no. 687).  

 

HOW TO PRAY THE CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY 

   

Optional Opening Prayers: 

You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for 

souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole 

world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, 

envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. 

 

(Repeat 3 times) O Blood and Water, which gushed forth 

from the Heart of Jesus as a fountain of Mercy for us, I trust 

in You!  

 

Our Father, Hail Mary and the Apostle's Creed 

 

For each of the five decades (On each “Our Father” bead 

of the rosary, pray) 

 

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and 

Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. 

(On each of the 10 “Hail Mary” beads, pray) 

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us 

and on the whole world.  

�

Concluding prayer (Repeat 3 times) 

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy 

o n  u s  a n d  o n  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d . 

 

Optional Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of 

compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase 

Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not 

despair nor become despondent, but with great confidence 

submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy 

itself.  

From United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
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Question: 

Where did the feast of Divine Mercy come from? 

 

Answer: 

If you were born well before the year 2000, you know the 

feast of Divine Mercy has not always been celebrated in the 

Church. In the early 1900s, a young Polish nun began 

receiving private revelations. Jesus appeared to her during 

her times of prayer, speaking a message of mercy and love 

for the world. She received a set of prayers — the Divine 

Mercy Chaplet — and the request to have a feast day 

established to remind the Church of the mercy of God. St. 

Faustina died in 1938, on the cusp of war and in the midst of 

one of the most violent centuries in the history of the world. 

 

Her story and her diaries began circulating in Poland and 

beyond. It quickly became apparent that this was a holy 

young women, and the cause for her canonization opened. 

In the year 2000, she was canonized by the first-ever Polish 

pope, St. John Paul II. On her canonization day, he 

established the second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy 

Sunday, “a perennial invitation to the Christian world to face, 

with confidence in divine benevolence, the difficulties and 

trials that mankind with experience in the years to come.” 

A���� 19, 2020�



 

�

 

“Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your 

hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, 

but believe.” Thomas answered and said to him, “My 

Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you come 

to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are 

those who have not seen and have believed.” -  

Jn 20:27b-29 
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From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 

 

April 19 ~ The Second Sunday of Easter  

                  or Sunday of Divine Mercy  

On this Divine Mercy Sunday, our scriptures give us clear 

instruction about how we are to live as disciples.  In the 

reading from Acts, the author describes the disciples’ way of 

life: “They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles 

and to the communal life, to the breaking of bread and to the 

prayers.” Teaching, prayer and Eucharist, sound familiar?  If 

we are to live as faithful disciples, we also need to hear the 

words of Jesus in the gospel, “Peace be with you.  As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you.”  Nourished by prayer and 

our reception of Holy Communion – bring the peace and 

mercy of Christ to those you meet today. 

�

Did you know one way the Holy Spirit builds up the Body of 

Christ is through charisms, or spiritual gifts, that equip us to 

live out our discipleship? Come learn more about discerning 

your own charisms at Many Gifts, One Spirit Workshop, 

Saturday, May 30, 8:30am-12pm, at the Pastoral Center in 

Braintree. Register at http://bit.ly/workshop0530.  

  

Transformed in Love Marriage Prep is the Archdiocesan 

program for marriage preparation. For upcoming 2020 dates, 

locat ions, and registrat ion information, v is it 

www.bostoncatholic.org/transformedinlove; or contact Liz 

Cotrupi at ecotrupi@rcab.org.  

 

Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to 

them, "Peace be with you." Bring the peace of 

Christ into your marriage by attending a 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The 

next Weekends are Jun 6-7, 2020 in Medway, 

MA and Sep 12-13, 2020 in Medway, MA. For 

more information, call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710

-9963 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.  

 

The Braintree Catholic Women’s Club 

has two $1,000 scholarships available 

to high school seniors who are 

graduating this year (2020).  One will 

be awarded to a Braintree High 

School Senior and the other to a 

Braintree senior graduating from a Catholic high school.  

Notices have been sent to all participating schools.  Please 

contact your Guidance Department to request an application 

regarding these scholarships, or call Mrs. Margaret Hart, 

Scholarship Chairperson at 781-849-1755.  The deadline for 

applying for these scholarships is April 19, 2020. 



 

�

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Francis, Braintree, MA 03-0540

FOUNDATION • WATER • SEWER • DRIVEWAYS
RETAINING WALLS • SNOW PLOWING

Office: (617) 472-2020
Cell: (617) 293-7660

Fax: (617) 472-2060
E-mail: seanfarrelx@comcast.net
53 Gilbert Street • Quincy, MA 02169

Genuine  Vermont Spring Water
1-800-504-0529
(781) 843-0529

HOME & OFFICE DELIVERY
100% Pure Natural Spring Water 

from Colton Springs, Stockbridge, VT

Mini Storage Bins 5x5 to 20x20

Discount 
self-storage

WE ARE CLIMATE CONTROLLED
FOR SENSITIVE STORAGE

Quincy Center
169 Parkingway
617-657-6789

Shaw’s Plaza
Weymouth

781-335-8200

BRAINTREE
1172 Washington  St.• 849-9343

375 Washington St. • 848-3164

551 Granite St. • 843-9830

240 Ivory St. • 843-6503

238 Grove St. • 849-0815

250 Granite St. • 849-1629

$ 1.00 Off Doz. 
Donuts w/ Coupon

PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED

www.braintreerug.com

When Quality Counts
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Oriental & Braided Rugs, Stair Runners, 
Broadloom, Vinyl, Ceramic Tile, Laminate, 
Cork & Natural Stone Flooring.

Featuring

781-843-6096
944 Washington St., Braintree • S. Braintree Square

REMEMBER 
THE NEEDY!

SFA St. Vincent de Paul Society

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
Located in the Church.
NON-PERISHABLE

FOOD COLLECTION
3rd Sunday/every month

 Providing Insurance & Real Estate products 
 and services for you and your family. 

1579 Washington St. • Braintree, MA

781.848.9460 • www.fryeagency.com
pcarloni@fryeagency.com or gblume@fryeagency.com 

Like us on facebook!

Advanced Planning
All Denominations
www.peckservices.com

516 Washington St. 
Braintree, MA | 781-843-0890

870 Broad St.
Weymouth, MA | 781-337-0093

TWO FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL HOMES

Serving the South Shore since 1930

Close to all major cemeteries, and closest to Blue Hills Cemetery, from our Braintree funeral home

John (781) 848-6168
Tom (857) 234-4102

New & Antique
Pick Up & Delivery
25 Years Experience

J & T FURNITURE
REPAIR & REFINISHING

Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning
Braintree & Marshfield

781-843-0415 
info@mywilliamsenergy.com

Lic.#10512/4039  21619a

“Solid Service Since 1919”

Contact Karen Boyle to place an ad today! 
kboyle@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6463
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“Where there’s always 
a Toma to talk to”

East Weymouth
1353 Commercial St.

781-335-6435
Brockton

5 Westgate Drive
508-586-9508

700 West Street, Braintree, MA 02184
www.bluehillcemetery.com

 Gerald M. Ridge, Jr. | President
Office: 781-843-9000

PRENEED ARRANGEMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

AVE MARIA 
REMODELING

BRAINTREE, MA
Siding-Roofing-Windows

Kitchen-Bath-General Household Repairs
No job is too small or too large

Free Estimates
Call the others first, and then call us 

last for a pleasant surprise! 
Capt. Mike Bousaleh 617-909-2125

M.J. Spero Company
Masonry Contractor

FREE CONSULTATION

(781) 843-6386
www.mjsperocompany.com

  238 Lisle St., Braintree, MA

Your Items or Ours
to be Personalized

APPAREL • APRONS
BLANKETS • TOWELS

We Will Embroider or Screenprint
Just about Anything!

Your source for Braintree apparel
(781) 843-1605

89 Pearl St. • Braintree

When Service Really Matters

Visit our web site at www.cartwrightfuneral.com

845 Washington St.
Braintree 

781-843-1878F U N E R A L  H O M E S

Peter C. Herbst Jr. Esq. LL.M (Tax)

 (781) 843-5034
1000 Washington St., Braintree, MA 

 www.herbstlawgroup.com

Aymsley Mahoney, LCSW, NHA
Executive Director

Work: (781) 848-2050
Fax: (781) 794-0141

175 Grove Street, Braintree
www.alliancehms.org

amahoney@alliancebraintree.org

(781) 843-7111

Weddings | Funerals
Special Events & More!

494 Quincy Ave | Braintree
PottingBenchFlowers.net

MARK D. BOYLE

24 years of experience, references available. Thinking about . . .
Kitchen or bath remodel • Hard wood floor installation

Built-ins • Customizing your walk-in closet
Window or door replacement • Crown molding • Repairs

For a complimentary quote please call Mark at 508.662.9962

FINISHED CARPENTER, 
LICENSED & INSURED 

“There’s no place like home” 
We make it possible to stay there.

617-698-9500
SERVING ALL SOUTHSHORE AREAS

899 Washington St. • Braintree, MA

(781) 843-0066

“Don’t You Deserve The Best?”

McMaster
Funeral HoMe

86 Franklin Street, Braintree, MA 02184

Tel: 781-843-0838
Fax: 781-843-7854

Christopher McMaster

Director

LUNCH • DINNER • CATERING
SUN - TH 11a-10p
FRI - SAT 11a-11p

781-519-4454
1209 Washington St. | Braintree

www.cieloma.com

Finest Italian, American & Greek Cuisine
240 Quincy Ave. (Rt. 53)

East Braintree, MA
Arthur Kyranis 781-843-3730

$5 OFF $50 Purchase or More
Dine-In Only

Not To Be Combined With Any Other Offers

911 Washington St. Braintree, MA 02184

781-917-0991
MENTION AD FOR 

1 FREE SMALL HOT COFFEE

JASON GRAVELLE
Branch Manager, Mortgage Loan Originator | NMLS #20342

Purchase • Refinance  • Renovation
22 + Years Experience • Braintree Resident

CALL (617) 620-9440 (C) • Jason.Gravelle@homebridge.com

www.JasonGravelle.com

NMLS #6521

Homebridge Financial Services, Inc.; Corporate NMLS ID #6521 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org); 194 Wood Avenue South, 9th Floor, Iselin, NJ 08830; (866) 933-6342. MA Mortgage Lender\Broker 
License #MC6521. Branch Address: 367 Washington Street, Ste. 2, Braintree, MA 02184; Branch NMLS# 1563906. This is not an offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend. 08/2018 LR 2019-935


