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Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
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 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 

  Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar 

  Rev. Robert Milling, Senior Priest in Residence  

  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  

  Mr. Brian Cote, School Principal, 781-848-0842  

  Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238  

  Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238 

 

 Parish Office: Mrs. Christine Coulsey, Business Manager  

  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  

 

 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  

  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 

  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  

 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 2:30 to 3:45 PM  

 

 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the  

  Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.  

 

 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Parish Office to register.  

 

 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or 

   unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 

 Community Meetings: School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM  

 

 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
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My brothers and sisters, 

�

This Sunday presents us with a rare departure from the 

Gospel According to John during the Easter Season as we 

read one of the most beautiful and well-known gospel stories

---the Road to Emmaus from Luke 24.  The Emmaus story 

reminds us of all that we can not have at this moment, a 

personal and direct encounter with Christ in the mystery of 

the Holy Eucharist.  As I’ve been calling around to various 

parishioners I hear the same thing so often, “Father, I’m so 

happy to be able to see the Mass on TV but it’s not the 

same.  We need to get back to church; I’m really missing the 

community and, most of all, the Eucharist.”  I couldn’t agree 

more.  Virtual experience of the Resurrection and of the 

presence of Jesus didn’t satisfy the apostles and those with 

them.  It doesn’t work for us either.  Pray for healing and for 

a prompt return to church practice. 

 

The Emmaus story reminds us that in the Word of God we 

do have a rich treasure of truth to nurture our faith.  Our 

hearts do burn within us when we pray with the Scriptures.  

We are called and healed and blessed and challenged to 

welcome God’s truth into our lives and demonstrate its value 

and wisdom by living well.  St. Peter’s preaching in the first 

reading calls to us as much as it did to those hearing it that 

day.  And the Psalm (quoted by St. Peter and used as our 

Response today) is Psalm 16.  If you need something to 

reflect on and pray with this week use Psalm 16.  It is a great 

affirmation of God’s providence over us and His call for us to 

live for Him all day, every day.  It’s hard, but heaven awaits 

those who strive to make Christ real, and believe in His 

power to save. 

 

Thank you for your prayers and good wishes during this 

time.   

 

In His service and yours, 

Fr. Paul Clifford 

A“90-Days Now - For Your Parish” Initiative Launched 

First of its Kind Initiative in the  

Archdiocese of Boston 

 

The desire to take care of one another during the 

unprecedented challenges of COVID-19 and the inability to 

join together at local Catholic churches for Masses has 

inspired a grass roots movement for parishioners to rally 

around their local parishes. “90 Days Now – For Your 

Parish” is a newly launched three-month campaign 

spearheaded by a member of the laity to help support 

parishes while Churches are temporarily closed but while the 

need for parish services continues. 

 

The Archdiocese of Boston has supported the movement by 

creating an easy-to-use, on-line payment mechanism 

whereby donors can make a gift directly to the parish of their 

choice. This 90-day program offers support now by providing 

a way to make a daily commitment in addition to regular 

weekly donations. This link, 

bcatholic.sites.bostoncatholic.org/form/giving-form?fid=4916, 

is especially helpful for parishes that do not currently have 

the ability to accept online donations. 

 

�Cardinal Seán has spoken eloquently about the importance 

of taking care of one another, especially as we face the 

unprecedented challenges of this crisis,” said John 

Corcoran, parishioner at Saint Paul Parish in South 

Hamilton, MA. Mr. Corcoran stepped forward with the idea 

for the 90-day initiative, saying, “I am very grateful that 

parishioners who can now have the ability to step up in this 

way to support their pastors and parishes. Our parishes are 

always there for us, and most do not have cash reserves 

sufficient to compensate for the lack of weekly 

contributions. This is a great way for parishioners to be 

supportive during this difficult time.” Mr. Corcoran is founder 

of Trinity Life Sciences, a leader in global life sciences 

solutions. He is also Chair of the Board of iCatholic Media 

which oversees CatholicTV and The Pilot.  

 

“This is a remarkable effort in support of our pastors and 

parishes and we are truly grateful for the response,” said 

Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley, OFM Cap. “In particular we 

extend our gratitude to John Corcoran, the Tocci family and 

the many lay leaders who are helping our parishes with this 

initiative. This pandemic presents serious challenges to our 

local communities and the essential work of our social 

service agencies because of the increased demand and 

financial stress. Also, many of our parishes are facing very 

significant need for assistance that will continue even after 

are able to reopen our churches.” 

 

Parishioners who give online using the 90 Days Now – for 

Your Parish link should know that the funds they give will go 

directly into their parish’s savings account and will be 

promptly available for their parish’s needs. 



 

�

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

 

Last week’s Gospel told us the story of how Jesus appeared 

to his disciples in the upper room and how one of them, 

Thomas, was not there.  It goes on to tell us how upon 

hearing the news of the Lord’s appearance he reacted with 

disbelief. 

  

Sometimes I think that Thomas gets a bad rap.  Why do we 

call him doubting Thomas?  Who are we to judge? 

  

A few weeks ago, I wrote in a Face Book post about how 

faith doesn’t always come all at once.  We heard that the 

disciples themselves “began to believe.”  So, it shouldn’t 

surprise us that Thomas may have taken a little longer than 

the others.  It could be the rest of them weren’t much 

different than Thomas when they were hiding in the upper 

room before Jesus first came to them.  

  

Peter wasn’t always the brightest bulb but no one calls him 

“Foot in his Mouth Pete.”  Phillip wanted Jesus to “show” him 

the Father and that would be enough.  I don’t see how that’s 

much different than Thomas saying “show me the wounds in 

his hands and feet.”  Still, no one calls Phillip the “Show Me 

Apostle” do they?  Other than Thomas the only one that 

does get a title is Judas and that’s “traitor.” 

 

So, let’s cut Thomas a little slack. 

  

We know that one of the stages of grief, in fact the first 

stage, is denial, disbelief.  How many of us, at hearing of 

someone’s death, react by saying “no” or “I don’t believe it.”  

  

It takes time to move on from that.  When that death is 

someone close to us it may take a long time to move on.  If it 

was a sudden and brutal death, like that of Jesus, it can be 

much more difficult.  This was only a few days after the 

crucifixion, so its possible Thomas was stuck in that stage of 

denial that comes with grief and just couldn’t pull himself out 

of it even in face of good news. 

  

What is important here is not his doubt but that when he did 

come to believe he went all in.  It wasn’t “Wow you are alive” 

No, his faith went further than just acceptance that Jesus 

was alive.  He fell in front of the risen Christ and made the 

profession of faith we all should, “My Lord and my God.” 

In the end, he was no doubter.  He was a believer to the 

core of his being.  We wouldn’t want to be known throughout 

all of history for one or two weak moments in our lives.  We 

don’t want to be remembered forever because of a particular 

sin or fault.  

  

So, let’s give Thomas a break.  Let’s not call him Doubting 

Thomas any longer but Believing Thomas and follow his 

lead.  Let’s make Thomas’ words our own, kneel before the 

Lord and confess with all our hearts, “My Lord and my God.” 

  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

as it was in the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen. 
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Prayer During A Health Crisis 

Compassionate and Loving Father, 

In the face of confusion and concern  

impart to us the calm of your presence. 

In You allow us to find hope and healing. 

Be with those who serve the sick and give them Your caring 

hands. 

Be with those who lead and give them Your Spirit of wisdom. 

Be with those who have fallen ill and give them Your 

comforting heart. 

Wrap your arms around our world  

and hold us in your love.  

Allow us at this time of trial to then  

serve as instruments of that love to all we meet. 

We ask this in Your Name. 

Amen. 
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What does it take for our eyes to be opened? Every day, a 

man laboriously walks down Main Street of town. With great 

difficulty but graceful determination, he places one foot in 

front of the other, uses a crudely made staff for support, and 

walks. His pace is slow, but he walks. What does he hope to 

see? Where does he want to go? What does he find? We all 

walk through life. The type of “walking” life requires is not 

always physical but is most assuredly emotional and 

spiritual. We walk, we look, we encounter, and we seek. 

How we do these things and what we actually find is 

determined by what we carry and what we allow ourselves to 

discover along the way. 

 

If walking is too challenging for us, we may choose to isolate 

and stay alone. If we are afraid to walk, we may become 

overly dependent on others providing for us and abandon 

the journey. We can walk and pay attention only to what is in 

front of our feet and never notice the immensity of what is 

happening around us. The road is never the same twice. 

The journey is always different. What kinds of things do you 

notice as you walk through life? It seems that the disciples of 

the Road to Emmaus missed a lot at first. We do as well. 

 

We are called to walk with purpose, to listen, and to notice 

things that may not at first be apparent. We have to allow the 

One who has a special claim on our soul to enlighten, 

instruct, and inspire us. The incarnate mystery of God is 

pulsating in and through all of creation, where the presence 

of the Word who became flesh can be discovered. He has 

been with us all along. How could we have missed Him? Our 

journey brings us back to the breaking of the bread, and 

something begins to stir within us. We begin to understand, 

and things look differently. Bread, body, wine, and blood 

bring us to see that everyone and everything is a 

“Eucharistic” encounter. We become what we eat and we 

see what we eat. We continue to walk. Our eyes are now 

opened, and we recognize Him. Our hearts burn. Stay with 

us. Please stay with us. 
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The St. Francis recycle bottle and can bin is closed until 

further notice. Please do not leave any bottles or cans at 

SFA. The St. Clare recycling bin remains open  
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To everyone who so generously answered our plea for 

donations to our Collaborative Food Pantry.  Thanks to you 

we will be able to continue to serve our brothers and sisters 

who are struggling to put food on their tables.  If you know of 

anyone who is struggling please have them contact us in the 

parish office at 781-843-1332 

 

We also want to add our heartfelt thanks to all of those who 

are doing their jobs so that we can stay safe and fed. So to 

all who work in the medical field, first responders, restaurant 

employees, delivery people, grocery store and pharmacy 

employees, and sanitation workers may God bless you and 

your families and hold you in the palm of His hand..    
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They set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where 

they found gathered together the eleven and those with 

them who were saying, “The Lord has truly been raised 

and has appeared to Simon!” Then the two recounted 

what had taken place on the way and how he was made 

known to them in the breaking of bread. - Lk 24:33-35 
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From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 

 

April 26 ~ The Third Sunday of Easter 

Today’s gospel takes place on the Road to Emmaus, a road 

out of town.  Two disciples very discouraged by Jesus’ death 

have an encounter with Christ that changed them forever.  

The passage is worth reading again – and again: “.he took 

bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them….their 

eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he vanished 

from their sight. Then they said to each other, ‘Were not our 

hearts burning within us…?’”  Notice how their sadness and 

fear turned to joy in the breaking of the bread.  Jesus is with 

us at every Mass in the breaking of the bread: Eucharist.  Do 

you recognize him there?  During this Year of the Eucharist, 

pray that your heart will “burn within” you each time you 

receive Jesus in Holy Communion. 

 

PROJECT RACHEL POST-ABORTION HEALING 

RETREAT—MAY 30, 2020 

“My spirit was broken and as far as I knew beyond 

repair.  I was consumed with feelings of remorse.  During 

the retreat, I realized the lasting impact of forgiveness.  I 

knew God had forgiven me, and now I needed to forgive 

myself.” – A Project Rachel Retreat Attendee. The Project 

Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends a 

special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past 

abortion to attend a Come to the Waters of Healing one-day 

retreat.  Locations are confidential. Limited to ten participants 

per retreat. For more information, contact Project Rachel at 

508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual College Night Featuring Fr. Mike Sshmitz 

Saturday, May 2, 2020 

7:00-8:00PM 

�� “Emerging from the Tomb” talk with Fr. Mike 

�� Live Q & A with Fr. Mike 

�� Giveaways 

 

How to join: 

Register at www.Jesusacrossthe border.org/FrMike or watch 

live via our Social Media 

 

Contact info: 

www.JesusAcrosstheBorder.org 

Info@JesusAcrosstheBorder.org 

 

Facebook Page: JesusAcrosstheBorder 

Facebook Group:JesusAcrosstheBorder 
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 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Francis, Braintree, MA 03-0540

FOUNDATION • WATER • SEWER • DRIVEWAYS
RETAINING WALLS • SNOW PLOWING

Office: (617) 472-2020
Cell: (617) 293-7660

Fax: (617) 472-2060
E-mail: seanfarrelx@comcast.net
53 Gilbert Street • Quincy, MA 02169

Genuine  Vermont Spring Water
1-800-504-0529
(781) 843-0529

HOME & OFFICE DELIVERY
100% Pure Natural Spring Water 

from Colton Springs, Stockbridge, VT

Mini Storage Bins 5x5 to 20x20

Discount 
self-storage

WE ARE CLIMATE CONTROLLED
FOR SENSITIVE STORAGE

Quincy Center
169 Parkingway
617-657-6789

Shaw’s Plaza
Weymouth

781-335-8200

BRAINTREE
1172 Washington  St.• 849-9343

375 Washington St. • 848-3164

551 Granite St. • 843-9830

240 Ivory St. • 843-6503

238 Grove St. • 849-0815

250 Granite St. • 849-1629

$ 1.00 Off Doz. 
Donuts w/ Coupon

PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED

www.braintreerug.com

When Quality Counts
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Oriental & Braided Rugs, Stair Runners, 
Broadloom, Vinyl, Ceramic Tile, Laminate, 
Cork & Natural Stone Flooring.

Featuring

781-843-6096
944 Washington St., Braintree • S. Braintree Square

REMEMBER 
THE NEEDY!

SFA St. Vincent de Paul Society

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
Located in the Church.
NON-PERISHABLE

FOOD COLLECTION
3rd Sunday/every month

 Providing Insurance & Real Estate products 
 and services for you and your family. 

1579 Washington St. • Braintree, MA

781.848.9460 • www.fryeagency.com
pcarloni@fryeagency.com or gblume@fryeagency.com 

Like us on facebook!

Advanced Planning
All Denominations
www.peckservices.com

516 Washington St. 
Braintree, MA | 781-843-0890

870 Broad St.
Weymouth, MA | 781-337-0093

TWO FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL HOMES

Serving the South Shore since 1930

Close to all major cemeteries, and closest to Blue Hills Cemetery, from our Braintree funeral home

John (781) 848-6168
Tom (857) 234-4102

New & Antique
Pick Up & Delivery
25 Years Experience

J & T FURNITURE
REPAIR & REFINISHING

Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning
Braintree & Marshfield

781-843-0415 
info@mywilliamsenergy.com

Lic.#10512/4039  21619a

“Solid Service Since 1919”

Contact Karen Boyle to place an ad today! 
kboyle@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6463



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Francis, Braintree, MA 03-0540

“Where there’s always 
a Toma to talk to”

East Weymouth
1353 Commercial St.

781-335-6435
Brockton

5 Westgate Drive
508-586-9508

700 West Street, Braintree, MA 02184
www.bluehillcemetery.com

 Gerald M. Ridge, Jr. | President
Office: 781-843-9000

PRENEED ARRANGEMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

AVE MARIA 
REMODELING

BRAINTREE, MA
Siding-Roofing-Windows

Kitchen-Bath-General Household Repairs
No job is too small or too large

Free Estimates
Call the others first, and then call us 

last for a pleasant surprise! 
Capt. Mike Bousaleh 617-909-2125

M.J. Spero Company
Masonry Contractor

FREE CONSULTATION

(781) 843-6386
www.mjsperocompany.com

  238 Lisle St., Braintree, MA

Your Items or Ours
to be Personalized

APPAREL • APRONS
BLANKETS • TOWELS

We Will Embroider or Screenprint
Just about Anything!

Your source for Braintree apparel
(781) 843-1605

89 Pearl St. • Braintree

When Service Really Matters

Visit our web site at www.cartwrightfuneral.com

845 Washington St.
Braintree 

781-843-1878F U N E R A L  H O M E S

Peter C. Herbst Jr. Esq. LL.M (Tax)

 (781) 843-5034
1000 Washington St., Braintree, MA 

 www.herbstlawgroup.com

Aymsley Mahoney, LCSW, NHA
Executive Director

Work: (781) 848-2050
Fax: (781) 794-0141

175 Grove Street, Braintree
www.alliancehms.org

amahoney@alliancebraintree.org

(781) 843-7111

Weddings | Funerals
Special Events & More!

494 Quincy Ave | Braintree
PottingBenchFlowers.net

MARK D. BOYLE

24 years of experience, references available. Thinking about . . .
Kitchen or bath remodel • Hard wood floor installation

Built-ins • Customizing your walk-in closet
Window or door replacement • Crown molding • Repairs

For a complimentary quote please call Mark at 508.662.9962

FINISHED CARPENTER, 
LICENSED & INSURED 

“There’s no place like home” 
We make it possible to stay there.

617-698-9500
SERVING ALL SOUTHSHORE AREAS

899 Washington St. • Braintree, MA

(781) 843-0066

“Don’t You Deserve The Best?”

McMaster
Funeral HoMe

86 Franklin Street, Braintree, MA 02184

Tel: 781-843-0838
Fax: 781-843-7854

Christopher McMaster

Director

LUNCH • DINNER • CATERING
SUN - TH 11a-10p
FRI - SAT 11a-11p

781-519-4454
1209 Washington St. | Braintree

www.cieloma.com

Finest Italian, American & Greek Cuisine
240 Quincy Ave. (Rt. 53)

East Braintree, MA
Arthur Kyranis 781-843-3730

$5 OFF $50 Purchase or More
Dine-In Only

Not To Be Combined With Any Other Offers

911 Washington St. Braintree, MA 02184

781-917-0991
MENTION AD FOR 

1 FREE SMALL HOT COFFEE

JASON GRAVELLE
Branch Manager, Mortgage Loan Originator | NMLS #20342

Purchase • Refinance  • Renovation
22 + Years Experience • Braintree Resident

CALL (617) 620-9440 (C) • Jason.Gravelle@homebridge.com

www.JasonGravelle.com

NMLS #6521

Homebridge Financial Services, Inc.; Corporate NMLS ID #6521 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org); 194 Wood Avenue South, 9th Floor, Iselin, NJ 08830; (866) 933-6342. MA Mortgage Lender\Broker 
License #MC6521. Branch Address: 367 Washington Street, Ste. 2, Braintree, MA 02184; Branch NMLS# 1563906. This is not an offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend. 08/2018 LR 2019-935


