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Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
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 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 

  Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar 

  Rev. Robert Milling, Senior Priest in Residence  

  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  

  Mr. Brian Cote, School Principal, 781-848-0842  

  Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238  

  Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238 

 

 Parish Office: Mrs. Christine Coulsey, Business Manager  

  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  

 

 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  

  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 

  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  

 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 2:30 to 3:45 PM  

 

 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the  

  Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.  

 

 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Parish Office to register.  

 

 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or 

   unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 

 Community Meetings: School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM  

 

 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
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Prayer for the Fallen 

God our creator and sustainer, 

today our country brings to our memory 

those who have defended this nation in times of trouble. 

 

They have sacrificed their lives to protect our shores 

from those who would limit our freedoms 

or enslave us to ways that are against your will. 

Bring all those who have died in service to our country 

into your heavenly presence. 

 

We humbly call down your blessing on those still serving; 

grant your heavenly protection to these men and women, 

and open your Sacred Heart to give them peace and 

comfort. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Prayer for the Faithful Departed 

Good and faithful God,  

you have given us so many people in our lives 

that have given us joy and solace. 

On this day we ask you to remember 

our dearly departed, especially those listed below. 

Keep them close to you as we all wait 

for that day when we all will come 

and worship in your presence. 

We ask this through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

��

Please remember in your prayers the following people who 

have gone home to the Lord in the past week: 

  

From St. Francis of Assisi 

Jean McNamara 

 

From St. Clare 

 

From the Archdiocese of Boston 

Rev. Robert S. Mottau 

  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace.  Amen��
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The St. Francis recycle bottle and 

can bin is closed until further 

notice. Please do not leave any 

bottles or cans at SFA. The St. Clare 

recycling bin remains open.  
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From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

A reflection on John 15:1-8 

I bet a lot of us have a difficult time grasping the whole vine 

and branches thing. After all most of us don’t live in an 

agricultural society.  It’s not something we relate to very 

well.  Everyone Jesus spoke to got it right away but it’s a bit 

foreign to most of us. 

  

As a matter of fact, I have a hard time with anything that 

grows.  Don’t get me wrong I like plants and flowers and all 

that stuff but I have no aptitude for it.  Years ago, I wanted to 

decorate one of my apartments with a plant so I bought a 

spider plant.  People assured me that it was low 

maintenance. I killed it.  I tried an elephant plant and didn’t 

give it enough water; a cactus and gave it too much water. A 

plant in my hands is a death sentence for the plant. �

  

I actually tried to grow a vegetable garden once.  It was a 

little frustrating. Things started to grow but I wasn’t quite 

sure what were the weeds and what were the plants that 

were supposed to be there.  Just when I thought maybe I 

had something going there was a hurricane.  It blew the old 

pair tree in the back yard down on my garden.  It seemed 

even nature conspired against me.  �

  

I let the thing go; let the tree lay there on top of the garden 

all summer.  Why not, it was all dead.  Finally, toward the 

end of summer, probably early September, I started to chop 

up the tree. I couldn’t believe what was there.  Apparently, 

the tree held in all kinds of moisture and the rotting leaves 

added nutrients to the soil.  There was a harvest of green 

beans; peppers; cherry tomatoes; nearly everything I had 

planted GREW! After I ignored it my garden bore fruit.  It 

took a hurricane, a bona fide act of God for something I 

started to bear fruit.  As Jesus said, “without me you can do 

nothing.” 

  

Even though vine growing isn’t something we can easily 

relate to, anyone with children knows that around 6 months 

of age babies start to experience something that can be very 

frustrating for parents.  Mom leaves the room and the baby 

gets all kinds of upset, until Mom comes back. It’s called 

separation anxiety.  That baby has come to realize that apart 

from its parents it can do nothing.  It knows that if when its 

hungry, cold, wet, thirsty, too hot, too cold or sick that Mom 

and Dad are the go-to people. These little children realize 

they have a connection with their parents that is stronger 

than any other connection in their lives.  They need to stay 

connected and when they think that connection is broken, 

they panic.  

Isn’t that what the story of the vine and the branches is really 

about; our connection with God.  Our relationship with Christ 

is not unlike those little children who have come to realize 

their dependence on their parents. But how many of us 

panic when that connection is lost? 

  

The question becomes “how do we stay connected with the 

Lord?”  How do we know what his will is? How do we know 

when we’ve wandered away and need a little pruning? 

  

The answers are simple.  

·      Daily Prayer 

·      Sacraments (when our churches open) 

·      Scripture 

·      Community (again, when we reopen) 

        

We need to communicate with God through prayer – all 

kinds of prayer. If our prayer life is stale or non existent then 

we need to address that. 

  

Christ gave us the sacraments as particular ways of being 

with us. In the Eucharist we become one with Christ and in 

Reconciliation we come to know his mercy and forgiveness. 

  

God speaks to us in Sacred Scripture and is present to us in 

his Word. Our bibles are not just decorations for the coffee 

table.  The scriptures hold the words of everlasting life for 

us.  When EF Hutton speaks people listen.  Do we listen 

when Christ speaks? 

  

Finally, to be connected to Christ is to be connected to His 

church. It is the strength found in community that keeps our 

faith strong and on track. 

  

So, let’s be like little children, aware of our total dependence 

on the Father. And like those children let us be anxious to 

keep connected to Christ. So that his life will flow through us 

and so that we can bear fruit to the glory of His name, 

because apart from him we can do nothing. 
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�� St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays from 

10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on 

Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit. 

Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 

for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for 

more information.  

�� Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the 

parish prayer line, please call the parish office.  

�� Military Service… If someone you know is deployed 

and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 

in the church, please call or email the parish office. If 

you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 

let us know that as well. Thank you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted:  Experienced Rosary Makers! 

The Propagation of the Faith 

Office needs volunteers experienced in 

making plastic, beaded, corded Rosaries. 

The office will provide materials and design 

instructions to make 50 World Mission Rosaries. Volunteers 

work on their own and at their own pace. The rosaries will be 

distributed to our Archdiocesan children in Catholic schools 

and parish Faith Formation programs to teach them about 

the rosary and about the importance of praying for the 

missionary work of the Church. If you can help, or have 

questions about the project, please contact us at 617-542-

1 7 7 6  o r  i n f o @ p r o p f a i t h b o s t o n . o r g . 

 

The World Mission Rosary was started by Archbishop Fulton 

J. Sheen in 1951 as a way to pray for all the missions of the 

world. Sheen said when you pray the World Mission Rosary, 

“You embrace the world in prayer!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 24

th

, 2020—Seventh Sunday of Easter 

What does faith and religion do for us? Ultimately, they 

remind us of some truths we conveniently forget: we are 

created by a loving God, we have imperfections, we sin, we 

need to be forgiven, we have a mission and a purpose, it’s 

not just about us, and we hunger for the joy of salvation. 

These are human truths that are not dependent upon 

whether we like them. Ignoring them places us on the paths 

of comfort and satisfaction as we blindly pursue the 

busyness and superficiality of our empty lives. Instead of 

pursuing supernatural and lasting pleasure, we choose 

things that are easier and quicker to obtain: sex, drugs, 

travel, houses, cars, fame, popularity, self-achievement and 

satisfaction, physical enjoyment, and the like. 

 

We may also find ourselves falling victim to more negative 

responses to what life brings us: anger, envy, lust, pride, 

gluttony, greed, and apathy. Human hearts can become so 

hardened to the truth that violence becomes the response of 

first choice. Being a Christian is hard! Yet, as Pope Francis 

reminds us, the Church needs to be a field hospital that has 

to be prepared to provide people with the remedy they need. 

What we need is Jesus Christ. The Church, with all of the 

glory of the sacraments, exists to help make Christ present 

and real for us. Once we find Christ, we find joy. Joy is a 

matter of the heart that is beyond pleasure and happiness. It 

is not found in some earthly satisfaction, only in Christ. 

 

Once we accept that we are destined to be in Christ, then 

we will discover eternal life. Namely, “that they should know 

you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus 

Christ.” It is easy to conveniently forget truth and pursue 

illusions immediately within our grasp, but at what price? A 

man celebrating 60 years of marriage remarked that it took 

so much effort and so many attempts to convince his wife 

that they were meant to be together. Even his friends told 

him he was foolish. He easily could have given up and 

pursued other interests. He chose to persevere and is so 

grateful that he made that choice because he now has a 

pearl of great price. Do we see a value in persevering in our 

faith regardless of the cost? If we don’t take the risk, we 

could lose more than we know.                                       ©LPi 
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Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the 

hour has come. Give glory to your son, so that your son 

may glorify you, just as you gave him authority over all 

people, so that your son may give eternal life to all you 

gave him. Now this is eternal life, that they should know 

you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, 

Jesus Christ.” - Jn 17:1-3 
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From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 

 

May 24 ~ Seventh Sunday of Easter          

In today’s readings from the Acts of the Apostles and the 

Gospel of John, the Church reminds us how important prayer 

is in the life of a disciple.  First we hear of the scene in the 

upper room, where all the Apostles gathered with Mary, the 

Mother of Jesus to devote themselves to prayer.  Then in the 

Gospel, we hear Jesus praying to his Father for us!  Consider 

the effect prayer had on Jesus, Mary and the disciples!  Pray 

for the grace to develop a daily habit of prayer and when you 

do – take note of how your life changes!  

 

Registration for Discipleship Week is open! This is a great 

opportunity for Catholic teens (Grades 9-12) who want to go 

deeper in their faith and spend five days with other teens 

from all over the diocese. Takes place June 24-18, 2020 at 

Assumption College in Worcester. For more information and 

to register, visit disciplesinmission.com/discipleshipweek. 

 

Transformed in Love Marriage Prep is the Archdiocesan 

program for marriage preparation. For upcoming 2020 dates, 

locat ions, and registrat ion information, v is it 

www.bostoncatholic.org/transformedinlove; or contact Liz 

Cotrupi at ecotrupi@rcab.org. 
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Sharing the Gospel 

Jesus prayed for his friends. He knew they were a special 

gift from God. Jesus was patient with them. He taught them 

about God. He cared about his friends and forgave them 

from his heart. Everything that Jesus did showed what God 

was like. Be a friend like Jesus. Care for your friends like 

God does. 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for my friends. Help me to treat them like 

you would. 

 

Something to Draw 

Draw a picture of you with your friends. 

 

Mission for the Week 

The next time you talk to God, pray for each of your friends. 

Ask your friends to pray for you, too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Francis, Braintree, MA 03-0540

FOUNDATION • WATER • SEWER • DRIVEWAYS
RETAINING WALLS • SNOW PLOWING

Office: (617) 472-2020
Cell: (617) 293-7660

Fax: (617) 472-2060
E-mail: seanfarrelx@comcast.net
53 Gilbert Street • Quincy, MA 02169

Genuine  Vermont Spring Water
1-800-504-0529
(781) 843-0529

HOME & OFFICE DELIVERY
100% Pure Natural Spring Water 

from Colton Springs, Stockbridge, VT

Mini Storage Bins 5x5 to 20x20

Discount 
self-storage

WE ARE CLIMATE CONTROLLED
FOR SENSITIVE STORAGE

Quincy Center
169 Parkingway
617-657-6789

Shaw’s Plaza
Weymouth

781-335-8200

BRAINTREE
1172 Washington  St.• 849-9343

375 Washington St. • 848-3164

551 Granite St. • 843-9830

240 Ivory St. • 843-6503

238 Grove St. • 849-0815

250 Granite St. • 849-1629

$ 1.00 Off Doz. 
Donuts w/ Coupon

PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED

www.braintreerug.com

When Quality Counts
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Oriental & Braided Rugs, Stair Runners, 
Broadloom, Vinyl, Ceramic Tile, Laminate, 
Cork & Natural Stone Flooring.

Featuring

781-843-6096
944 Washington St., Braintree • S. Braintree Square

REMEMBER 
THE NEEDY!

SFA St. Vincent de Paul Society

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
Located in the Church.
NON-PERISHABLE

FOOD COLLECTION
3rd Sunday/every month

 Providing Insurance & Real Estate products 
 and services for you and your family. 

1579 Washington St. • Braintree, MA

781.848.9460 • www.fryeagency.com
pcarloni@fryeagency.com or gblume@fryeagency.com 

Like us on facebook!

Advanced Planning
All Denominations
www.peckservices.com

516 Washington St. 
Braintree, MA | 781-843-0890

870 Broad St.
Weymouth, MA | 781-337-0093

TWO FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL HOMES

Serving the South Shore since 1930

Close to all major cemeteries, and closest to Blue Hills Cemetery, from our Braintree funeral home

John (781) 848-6168
Tom (857) 234-4102

New & Antique
Pick Up & Delivery
25 Years Experience

J & T FURNITURE
REPAIR & REFINISHING

Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning
Braintree & Marshfield

781-843-0415 
info@mywilliamsenergy.com

Lic.#10512/4039  21619a

“Solid Service Since 1919”

Contact Karen Boyle to place an ad today! 
kboyle@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6463
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“Where there’s always 
a Toma to talk to”

East Weymouth
1353 Commercial St.

781-335-6435
Brockton

5 Westgate Drive
508-586-9508

700 West Street, Braintree, MA 02184
www.bluehillcemetery.com

 Gerald M. Ridge, Jr. | President
Office: 781-843-9000

PRENEED ARRANGEMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

AVE MARIA 
REMODELING

BRAINTREE, MA
Siding-Roofing-Windows

Kitchen-Bath-General Household Repairs
No job is too small or too large

Free Estimates
Call the others first, and then call us 

last for a pleasant surprise! 
Capt. Mike Bousaleh 617-909-2125

M.J. Spero Company
Masonry Contractor

FREE CONSULTATION

(781) 843-6386
www.mjsperocompany.com

  238 Lisle St., Braintree, MA

When Service Really Matters

Visit our web site at www.cartwrightfuneral.com

845 Washington St.
Braintree 

781-843-1878F U N E R A L  H O M E S

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

Peter C. Herbst Jr. Esq. LL.M (Tax)

 (781) 843-5034
1000 Washington St., Braintree, MA 

 www.herbstlawgroup.com

Aymsley Mahoney, LCSW, NHA
Executive Director

Work: (781) 848-2050
Fax: (781) 794-0141

175 Grove Street, Braintree
www.alliancehms.org

amahoney@alliancebraintree.org

MARK D. BOYLE

24 years of experience, references available. Thinking about . . .
Kitchen or bath remodel • Hard wood floor installation

Built-ins • Customizing your walk-in closet
Window or door replacement • Crown molding • Repairs

For a complimentary quote please call Mark at 508.662.9962

FINISHED CARPENTER, 
LICENSED & INSURED 

“There’s no place like home” 
We make it possible to stay there.

617-698-9500
SERVING ALL SOUTHSHORE AREAS

899 Washington St. • Braintree, MA

(781) 843-0066

“Don’t You Deserve The Best?”

McMaster
Funeral HoMe

86 Franklin Street, Braintree, MA 02184

Tel: 781-843-0838
Fax: 781-843-7854

Christopher McMaster

Director

LUNCH • DINNER • CATERING
SUN - TH 11a-10p
FRI - SAT 11a-11p

781-519-4454
1209 Washington St. | Braintree

www.cieloma.com

Finest Italian, American & Greek Cuisine
240 Quincy Ave. (Rt. 53)

East Braintree, MA
Arthur Kyranis 781-843-3730

$5 OFF $50 Purchase or More
Dine-In Only

Not To Be Combined With Any Other Offers

911 Washington St. Braintree, MA 02184

781-917-0991
MENTION AD FOR 

1 FREE SMALL HOT COFFEE

JASON GRAVELLE
Branch Manager, Mortgage Loan Originator | NMLS #20342

Purchase • Refinance  • Renovation
22 + Years Experience • Braintree Resident

CALL (617) 620-9440 (C) • Jason.Gravelle@homebridge.com

www.JasonGravelle.com

NMLS #6521

Homebridge Financial Services, Inc.; Corporate NMLS ID #6521 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org); 194 Wood Avenue South, 9th Floor, Iselin, NJ 08830; (866) 933-6342. MA Mortgage Lender\Broker 
License #MC6521. Branch Address: 367 Washington Street, Ste. 2, Braintree, MA 02184; Branch NMLS# 1563906. This is not an offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend. 08/2018 LR 2019-935


