
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  

856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Robert Milling, Senior Priest in Residence  
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
  Mr. Brian Cote, School Principal, 781-848-0842  
  Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238  
  Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238 
 
 Parish Office: Mrs. Christine Coulsey, Business Manager  
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 2:30 to 3:45 PM  
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the  

  Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Parish Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or 

   unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Community Meetings: School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

My brothers and sisters, 
 

I reprint here a part of an email I sent to the parents of St. 
Francis of Assisi School this past Tuesday, June 2. 
 

It is my duty to inform you that St. Francis of Assisi School in 
Braintree will be closing its doors at the end of this academic 
year.  The realities presented by Covid-19 have had a 
disastrous impact on the school’s financial situation and 
make it impossible for us to provide the safe, excellent ,and 
value-based education you expect and deserve from our 
school going forward. 
 

The Covid-19 pandemic and the government-forced closure 
of the economy have had a pronounced impact on the 
enrollment at St. Francis School in the past few months.  I 
expect this decline to continue through the Summer and Fall.  
It is an impact we are not able to withstand.  This is not 
unique to us here at St. Francis.  Within the archdiocese of 
Boston and indeed across the country Catholic schools are 
facing huge pandemic-related declines in enrollment. 
 

I wanted to share this news with you formally here since the 
school exists ultimately as part of the Parish of St. Francis.  
It is particularly hard for me to face.  As a proud product of 
Catholic education and as the son and brother of Catholic 
school teachers I know the value of what SFA School and all 
Catholic schools provide.  In three of my four assignments 
as a priest I have been in parishes with schools (in part 
because I have requested to be) and have supported them 
strongly, as I have St. Francis School during my time in 
Braintree. 
 

I wish to commend our faculty especially—parents as well—
for the many sacrifices made over the years.  That goes 
especially for the last few months when real learning and 
growth and challenge have happened even with remote or 
distance learning being thrust upon us.  We have been, as 
one community member put it, “SFA Strong.” 
 

Please pray for all those affected by the closing of the 
school.  Please pray for and continue to support Catholic 
schools when and to the extent that you are able.  I think our 
world needs more of the values and excellent education 
these schools can provide. 

  

In His service and yous, 

Fr. Paul Clifford 

The 7:00AM daily Mass will resume at St. Francis of Assisi 
THIS Monday, June 8 (no 9:00AM at St. Clare’s right now).  
The 8:00AM will resume at St. Clare on Saturday, June 13.  
Reservations are not required for these Masses, but those in 
attendance will be required to provide their name and phone 
number.  All other regulations (i.e. social distancing, face 
masks, entering/exiting the church, etc.) will be adhered to.   
 
 
 

TIME CHANGE FOR CONFESSION  
Effective Saturday, June 6, 2020 Confessions will be heard 
at St. Francis of Assisi from 12:30—2:00PM.  Other times 
are available by appointment. 

 
Sunday Masses have resumed with limited seating to 
provide safe social distancing for all in attendance.  We 
remind you: 
• Sunday Mass dispensation from Cardinal Sean is still in 

place - you do not have to attend Mass upon Churches 
re-opening. 

• Those who are sick, 65+ years old or otherwise 
vulnerable should remain home and continue to watch 
Mass on-line 

• We must adhere to Social Distancing in our church 
seating. Hence, SFA has 98 seats -  St Clare has 84 
seats available per Mass. 

•You must book a seat(s) for the Mass you want to attend. 
There are two methods for booking a time. You may 
only book times for yourself and members of your 
household. 

 

On-line booking is found at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree 
 

Phone  Booking 
�Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3 
�Follow recorded instructions 
�Provide your Name, Phone#, Church, Mass Time and the 

total # of household members coming to Mass.  Hang up 
after you are done with your message 

 

The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows: 
  2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses  
10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses 
  2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass 
 
You are required to wear a mask at all times in 
accordance with COVID-19 Order No. 31. You do not have 
to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling condition 
that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask; 
Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion 



 

 

 

 From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 
 
 

 I could talk all day about how three can be one.  I can 
use all the analogies that have been used through the ages, 
like Saint Patrick’s shamrock or I could make up my own.  
The thing is, that greater minds than mine have tried to 
explain the trinity and some have committed heresy in the 
process.  But I have no intention of committing heresy today. 
  The trinity is something we have to accept on faith 
because it’s beyond our human experience.  We could, and 
should, prayerfully reflect on this mystery for our entire 
lifetimes and still there would be room to reflect more 
because the mystery of God is so vast, so eternal, that our 
finite minds can never fully comprehend it. 
  But let me take one line from the First Letter of John.  It 
is one that we’ve all heard many times, perhaps so many 
times that we’ve become deaf to its meaning: “God is love.” 
  Love doesn’t exist in a vacuum.  There has to be an 
object of love, someone to whom love is given.  God, who 
existed before all of creation, being the essence of love, 
must have given that love to someone. 
  God, who we call Father, loves the Son, who is also 
God, so completely, that as the Gospel pointed out this 
morning,  He gave everything to the Son.  And the Son, 
loves the Father so completely that he gives everything back 
again.  The love that flows between Father and Son exists in 
God the Holy Spirit.  God is Love and God is three.  God is 
the perfect communion, the perfect union of persons. 
 Why is that important?  Why is it necessary for us to 
understand what it means more than to understand how it 
can be?  Because we are made in God’s image and likeness 
and if this unity exists in God, then because we are made in 
his likeness it’s something that’s natural also to us.  It’s 
something within our reach and it’s something that we 
instinctively strive for.  
  If three can be one - then two can be one in the 
sacrament of Marriage.  Christian marriage reflects the unity 
of the Blessed Trinity.  “What God has joined let no one 
divide.”  And just as the eternal love of Father, Son and 
Spirit spilled over into the marvel of creation, so too marital 
love has a share in the creative vocation.  The love that 
exists between Mothers and Fathers produces children.  
This family, mother, father and child form a kind of human 
trinity.  It’s not perfect. But the ideal is there, a love so 
complete that it empties itself for the sake of the other. 
 In a few minutes we’ll come forward to receive Holy 
Communion, the sacrament of unity.  We know that when we  
receive the Eucharist, we become one with Christ and Christ  

with us.  What we often forget is that the words of the priest, 
deacon or other minister of communion is somewhat 
ambiguous.  We don’t say “the body of Jesus” or “This is 
Jesus,” we say “the body of Christ.”  In baptism we are 
baptized into Christ, we are joined to the body of Christ, the 
church.  So, when we say “Amen” at communion we’re 
saying yes not only to Jesus but to the whole church and 
what she teaches.  We say Amen to each other.  If two can 
be one and three can be one then so too the hundreds who 
worship here every weekend are one; millions of Christians 
throughout the world are one and those who have gone 
before us in faith or that will come after us are also one.  The 
same unity that exists in the Blessed Trinity exists between 
all of us through the Eucharist.  Young and Old are 
one.  Conservative and liberal are one.  English speaking, 
Spanish speaking and Chinese speaking, rich and poor, 
educated and uneducated, people of every nation, race and 
tongue are one in Christ and with each other.  Holy 
Communion is not so much about God and me as about 
God and we. 
  Jesus himself, on the night of that first Eucharist lifted 
his heart and voice to the Father with these words: “I pray… 
that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in 
you, that they also may be in us, that the world may believe 
that you sent me.” 
  Jesus wants humanity to recognize that he IS the one 
sent to redeem the world and that people will come to 
recognize and believe in him through our unity with each 
other and with Him.  We are the sign of that unity, that 
Trinitarian unity.  We give it flesh.  How the world sees that 
unity lived out in our faith communities is our shared 
vocation.  Does what the world see in us, draw people closer 
to the Lord or drive them away?  Does it draw them toward 
that perfect union that Jesus prayed for or does our failure to 
live what we believe so scandalize others that it blinds them 
to the treasure that God wants them see? 
 The Gospel tells us that everything of the Father has 
been given to the Son and that through the Holy Spirit the 
Son gives everything to us.  Nothing is held back – there is 
no selfishness in the Trinity.  God who is Father, Son, and 
Spirit is not afraid of being left empty handed.  God is not 
concerned that He will have less if he gives everything away 
or that he will BE less if someone else gets more.  What 
better model of this than the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.  
 This is our example.  This is our calling and our mission 
statement.  To live in perfect union with each other and our 
God;  To love completely; to give generously; to become 
less so others can become more; to live in a way that brings 
people to faith.  When we do this, the word of God we just 
read in Proverbs will come to pass - God will take delight in 
the human race.  

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN and 2-4PM.  If you need groceries, 
please call on Wednesday so that we can be prepared 
for your visit.  Referrals and limited financial assistance 
are available for parishioners in need.  Please call the 
parish office for more information. 

• Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the parish office. 

• Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 
The St. Francis recycle bottle and 
can bin is closed until further 
notice. Please do not leave any 
bottles or cans at SFA. The St. Clare 
recycling bin remains open.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers the following people 
who have gone home to the Lord in the past week: 

  
From St. Francis of Assisi 

Mabel Lillian Lombardo 
 

From the Archdiocese of Boston 
Rev. Vincent H. Poirier 

  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 
in peace.  Amen  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
June 7, 2020—The Most Holy Trinity 
A well-choreographed dance can be truly inspirational. Each 
movement and step are interconnected, each contributing a 
piece of the unfolding artistic story. The beholder is caught 
up in the rhythms, music, and gestures, realizing that none 
are dispensable and all are necessary. The same is true of 
the Divine Dance of the Trinity. Each Person plays a part, 
using unique gestures and movements that are connected to 
the other Divine Partners. They tell a story of love. Every 
movement and step is born of love and flows on into eternity. 
The Divine Dance never ends. 
 
God the Creator powerfully, yet with gentle love, leads. 
Creating and recreating, birthing and sustaining, He dances 
with the compassionate incarnate Son, guided by the breath 
of the Holy Spirit. They are three distinct Persons but move 
as One. On one hand, the cascading flow of their Presence 
appears motionless, yet on the other, flows and moves with 
effortless attention. They share one heart, one goal, and one 
purpose and invite all of creation to join in their dance, their 
joy. 
 
The energy of the Trinity flows through all created things. It 
is a dance of the heart, not of the mind. It has to be 
experienced, not dissected, and contemplated, not 
understood. We stand in awe of the Divine Dance and find 
ourselves watching in amazement all that God creates and 
sustains. The dance continues in the majesty of a mountain, 
the power and wonder of an ocean, and the vastness of the 
universe. It moves in the cry of a newborn infant and in the 
soul of one who has been forgiven. It flows in the cry for 
justice and in the wounds of the oppressed. It circles through 
the changing of seasons, the cycles of birth and death, and 
the wisdom that one acquires when they love God. 
 
The Dance never ends. Its movements and rhythms go on 
forever. The Trinitarian Dance sustains all things, endures all 
things, and brings hope. You are invited to dance. Don’t just 
watch as if you were simply a spectator. Join in the dance 
and move as they move.                                                 ©LPi 

JUNE 7, 2020 



 

 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him might not perish but 
might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
might be saved through him. - Jn 3:16-17 

 
Readings for the week of June 7, 2020 

Sunday: Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 

 [52b]/2 Cor 13:11-13/Jn 3:16-18  

Monday: 1 Kgs 17:1-6/Ps 121:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6,  

 7-8 [cf. 2]/Mt 5:1-12 

Tuesday: 1 Kgs 17:7-16/Ps 4:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7a]/

 Mt 5:13-16 

Wednesday: 1 Kgs 18:20-39/Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab 

 and 8, 11 [1b]/Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday: Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3/Ps 65:10, 11,  

 12-13 [2a]/Mt 5:20-26 

Friday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16/Ps 27:7-8a,  

 8b-9abc, 13-14 [8b]/Mt 5:27-32 

Saturday: 1 Kgs 19:19-21/Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 

 9-10 [cf. 5a]/Mt 5:33-37 

From the  

Archdiocese 

of  Boston 
 

Registration for Discipleship Week is open! This is a great 
opportunity for Catholic teens (Grades 9-12) who want to go 
deeper in their faith and spend five days with other teens 
from all over the diocese. Takes place June 24-18, 2020 at 
Assumption College in Worcester. For more information and 
to register, visit disciplesinmission.com/discipleshipweek. 
 

Transformed in Love Marriage Prep is the Archdiocesan 
program for marriage preparation. For upcoming 2020 dates, 
locat ions, and registrat ion information, v is it 
www.bostoncatholic.org/transformedinlove; or contact Liz 
Cotrupi at ecotrupi@rcab.org. 
 

 
 
 

 
"God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him might not perish but might have eternal 
life." Let God amplify the love in your 
marriage by attending a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next 
Weekends are Sep 12-13, 2020 in Medway, 

MA and Oct 16-18, 2020 in TBD, NH. For more information, 
call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963 or visit 
them at https://wwmema.org/.  



 

 

Sharing the Gospel 
God loves you so much. He sent Jesus into the world to take 
your sins away. Jesus died on the cross as punishment for 
all of your sins so that you could have a new, better life with 
God. Believe in Jesus. Trust in God's love. Then you can live 
with God forever. 
 
Prayer 
Jesus, thank you for taking away my sins. 
 
Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of Jesus on the cross. Around Jesus, write 
some sins that Jesus took away. 
 
Mission for the Week 
Read John 3:16-18 with your family. Thank Jesus for taking 
all of your sins away. 
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FOUNDATION • WATER • SEWER • DRIVEWAYS
RETAINING WALLS • SNOW PLOWING

Office: (617) 472-2020
Cell: (617) 293-7660

Fax: (617) 472-2060
E-mail: seanfarrelx@comcast.net
53 Gilbert Street • Quincy, MA 02169

Genuine  Vermont Spring Water
1-800-504-0529
(781) 843-0529

HOME & OFFICE DELIVERY
100% Pure Natural Spring Water 

from Colton Springs, Stockbridge, VT

Mini Storage Bins 5x5 to 20x20

Discount 
self-storage

WE ARE CLIMATE CONTROLLED
FOR SENSITIVE STORAGE

Quincy Center
169 Parkingway
617-657-6789

Shaw’s Plaza
Weymouth

781-335-8200

BRAINTREE
1172 Washington  St.• 849-9343

375 Washington St. • 848-3164

551 Granite St. • 843-9830

240 Ivory St. • 843-6503

238 Grove St. • 849-0815

250 Granite St. • 849-1629

$ 1.00 Off Doz. 
Donuts w/ Coupon

PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED

www.braintreerug.com

When Quality Counts
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Oriental & Braided Rugs, Stair Runners, 
Broadloom, Vinyl, Ceramic Tile, Laminate, 
Cork & Natural Stone Flooring.

Featuring

781-843-6096
944 Washington St., Braintree • S. Braintree Square

REMEMBER 
THE NEEDY!

SFA St. Vincent de Paul Society

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
Located in the Church.
NON-PERISHABLE

FOOD COLLECTION
3rd Sunday/every month

 Providing Insurance & Real Estate products 
 and services for you and your family. 

1579 Washington St. • Braintree, MA

781.848.9460 • www.fryeagency.com
pcarloni@fryeagency.com or gblume@fryeagency.com 

Like us on facebook!

Advanced Planning
All Denominations
www.peckservices.com

516 Washington St. 
Braintree, MA | 781-843-0890

870 Broad St.
Weymouth, MA | 781-337-0093

TWO FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL HOMES

Serving the South Shore since 1930

Close to all major cemeteries, and closest to Blue Hills Cemetery, from our Braintree funeral home

John (781) 848-6168
Tom (857) 234-4102

New & Antique
Pick Up & Delivery
25 Years Experience

J & T FURNITURE
REPAIR & REFINISHING

Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning
Braintree & Marshfield

781-843-0415 
info@mywilliamsenergy.com

Lic.#10512/4039  21619a

“Solid Service Since 1919”

Contact Karen Boyle to place an ad today! 
kboyle@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6463
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“Where there’s always 
a Toma to talk to”

East Weymouth
1353 Commercial St.

781-335-6435
Brockton

5 Westgate Drive
508-586-9508

700 West Street, Braintree, MA 02184
www.bluehillcemetery.com

 Gerald M. Ridge, Jr. | President
Office: 781-843-9000

PRENEED ARRANGEMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

AVE MARIA 
REMODELING

BRAINTREE, MA
Siding-Roofing-Windows

Kitchen-Bath-General Household Repairs
No job is too small or too large

Free Estimates
Call the others first, and then call us 

last for a pleasant surprise! 
Capt. Mike Bousaleh 617-909-2125

M.J. Spero Company
Masonry Contractor

FREE CONSULTATION

(781) 843-6386
www.mjsperocompany.com

  238 Lisle St., Braintree, MA

When Service Really Matters

Visit our web site at www.cartwrightfuneral.com

845 Washington St.
Braintree 

781-843-1878F U N E R A L  H O M E S

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

Peter C. Herbst Jr. Esq. LL.M (Tax)

 (781) 843-5034
1000 Washington St., Braintree, MA 

 www.herbstlawgroup.com

Aymsley Mahoney, LCSW, NHA
Executive Director

Work: (781) 848-2050
Fax: (781) 794-0141

175 Grove Street, Braintree
www.alliancehms.org

amahoney@alliancebraintree.org

MARK D. BOYLE

24 years of experience, references available. Thinking about . . .
Kitchen or bath remodel • Hard wood floor installation

Built-ins • Customizing your walk-in closet
Window or door replacement • Crown molding • Repairs

For a complimentary quote please call Mark at 508.662.9962

FINISHED CARPENTER, 
LICENSED & INSURED 

“There’s no place like home” 
We make it possible to stay there.

617-698-9500
SERVING ALL SOUTHSHORE AREAS

899 Washington St. • Braintree, MA

(781) 843-0066

“Don’t You Deserve The Best?”

McMaster
Funeral HoMe

86 Franklin Street, Braintree, MA 02184

Tel: 781-843-0838
Fax: 781-843-7854

Christopher McMaster

Director

LUNCH • DINNER • CATERING
SUN - TH 11a-10p
FRI - SAT 11a-11p

781-519-4454
1209 Washington St. | Braintree

www.cieloma.com

Finest Italian, American & Greek Cuisine
240 Quincy Ave. (Rt. 53)

East Braintree, MA
Arthur Kyranis 781-843-3730

$5 OFF $50 Purchase or More
Dine-In Only

Not To Be Combined With Any Other Offers

911 Washington St. Braintree, MA 02184

781-917-0991
MENTION AD FOR 

1 FREE SMALL HOT COFFEE

JASON GRAVELLE
Branch Manager, Mortgage Loan Originator | NMLS #20342

Purchase • Refinance  • Renovation
22 + Years Experience • Braintree Resident

CALL (617) 620-9440 (C) • Jason.Gravelle@homebridge.com

www.JasonGravelle.com

NMLS #6521

Homebridge Financial Services, Inc.; Corporate NMLS ID #6521 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org); 194 Wood Avenue South, 9th Floor, Iselin, NJ 08830; (866) 933-6342. MA Mortgage Lender\Broker 
License #MC6521. Branch Address: 367 Washington Street, Ste. 2, Braintree, MA 02184; Branch NMLS# 1563906. This is not an offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend. 08/2018 LR 2019-935


