
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  

856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 

  Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar 

  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  

  Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238  

  Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238 

 

 Parish Office: Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  

 

 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  

  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 

  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  

 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  

  Other times by appointment. 

 

 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the  

  Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.  

 

 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Parish Office to register.  

 

 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or 

   unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 

 Community Meetings: School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM  

    (Suspended due to Coronavirus) 

 

 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT  91%. 

  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 

option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Clare 

Anthony Howell who will receive the Sacrament  

at Mass this Saturday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Amelia Hope Callahan 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers the following people who 

have gone home to the Lord in the past week: 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Daniel J. Rawdon 

 

St. Clare 

John Young 

 

 Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace.  Amen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank to all of the men and women who have sacrificed so 

much for our freedom. 

 

The Collaborative Office will be closed on Wednesday, 

November 11th in observance of Veteran’s Day.  

Saturday, November 7, 2020  

5:30PM Lorraine Manozzi Memorial 

Sunday, November 8, 2020   

9:00AM 

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi 

 

11:30AM Nancy Leccese Memorial 

Monday, November 9, 2020 

7:00AM 

  

Tuesday, November 10, 2020  

7:00AM Kathleen O’Leary 

Memorial 

Wednesday, November 11, 2020  

7:00AM Deceased Veterans  

Thursday, November 12, 2020  

7:00AM Alice & Charles Beaulieu 

Memorial 

Friday, November 13, 2020  

7:00AM Michael Corcoran Memorial 

Saturday, November 14, 2020  

5:30PM Ronald & Frances O’Brien Memorial 

Sunday, November 15, 2020  

9:00AM   

11:30AM Brian Little  

Offertory Envelopes $  4,453.00 

Offertory/Loose  $     672.00 

EFT Weekly Average  $  1,859.67 

Total Offertory  $  6,984.67 



 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

 Someone asked if we could include something about 

prayer in our columns. It had become something invaluable 

to this parishioner during these trying times and thought it 

would be helpful to others whose prayer life may not be a 

priority.   As it turns out, the first homily I ever gave, the day 

after ordination was about prayer. Since I’ve already written 

about the Rosary, I’ll make this my second column in a 

series on prayer. You will no doubt find some references a 

bit dated. I hope it bears some fruit. 

September 19, 2004 

 There’s an old adage which states “there is nothing new 

under the sun.” If I mention Enron, WorldCom, Martha 

Stewart or Arthur Anderson I’m sure you’d immediately 

recognize these names as being associated with notorious 

financial scandal. 

 Jesus presents us with similar business shenanigans in 

today’s Gospel and the very fact that He used a story with 

this subject matter indicates that the people listening to him 

were as familiar with folks who schemed, cheated and 

otherwise weaseled themselves into cushy lifestyles as we 

are. “There is nothing new under the sun.” 

 What we have here is a manager who, while the boss 

isn’t looking, helps himself to some of the company’s profits 

and saddles his master’s business associates with unfair 

and unlawful overcharges. So, it’s not very surprising that 

the boss comes back like Donald Trump and says “YOU’RE 

FIRED!” 

 This is not unexpected to us. We’d have fired him too. 

The surprise comes later when our friend the weasel comes 

up with a fall-back position, a plan B, and although this too 

includes some slight of hand mischief this time the boss 

says, “You’re hired back!” It seems his boss wasn’t so much 

concerned about having a thief on his staff as he was with 

who he was stealing from! Now he sees just how slick the 

steward is and wants him on the right team. They were both 

weasels. These guys knew how to get along in the world. 

They knew how to take care of number 1. They were savvy 

in the ways of the world. 

 You know we’re a little like that steward too. We know 

how to make a good life for ourselves. We know how to 

make a living and then some. We’re concerned about our 

Financial Plan. We want to prepare for our retirements and 

our children’s education and the Lord tells us today that’s 

O’K. We live in the world and we gotta eat. At the same time, 

we have to have some perspective. What comes first? In the 

midst of all the things that make our lives busy and all the 

stuff we accumulate are we as prudent in seeking God(?) or 

are we filling ourselves with things than just can’t satisfy? 

 Here-in lies the challenge of today’s Gospel, to look 

inside ourselves and answer honestly do we put a fraction of 

the effort into seeking a relationship with God as we do 

planning our financial portfolios. In a society that spends on 

average four hours a day watching television, and up to 35 

hours a week playing video games how much time do we 

give to Christ? We feed our children a diet of non-stop 

activity, but do we feed them or ourselves time for quiet 

reflection on the word of God of which the prophet Jeremiah 

wrote “When I found your words I devoured them. They 

became my joy and the happiness of my heart.” 

 Jesus tells us this morning as he told that crowd long 

ago that “The children of this generation are more adept at 

accumulating wealth than the children of light with seeking 

holiness.” It was true then and it’s true now. There is nothing 

new under the sun. 

 But how do we seek holiness? How do we come to 

know God? How do we nurture our relationship with Christ? 

In the Gospels we find Jesus doing many things, but only 

one activity was called his custom and that was prayer. For 

Jesus Christ, going off by himself to pray was habitual. My 

friends if prayer is that important to the Son of God how 

much more important it must be for us. 

• Prayer is where we taste the goodness of the Lord. 

• Prayer is where our relationship with Christ grows and is 

nourished. 

• It’s where we listen for God’s voice and where we hear 

the Lord speak to us in the quiet of our hearts. 

• Prayer is where we discover that we’re not in this alone. 

• It’s in prayer that we learn that God is not like Donald 

Trump waiting to jump out at us and shout “You’re Fired” 

but God is the Good Shepherd who goes out looking for 

us and carries us home because we can’t get there 

ourselves; God is the loving Father in last weeks Gospel 

waiting for our return, watching, and who eagerly comes 

out to meet us with open arms not to condemn but to 

say “welcome home,” “I missed you. I love you” and 

prayer is where we can gaze into the eyes of God and 

say “I love you too.” 

 One morning, while I was on retreat this past June, I left 

the retreat house to pray outside. There was a nest of 

mocking birds above the door of the retreat house and as I 

sat there a single bird flew across the lawn. It started flying 

in huge circles in front of me. It would dip and swoop and 

climb and turn. I was reminded of that feeling of exhilaration 

you get on a roller coaster or when your car goes over that 

unexpected drop in the road. It occurred to me that this bird 

wasn’t hunting or looking for food. It seemed to be playing. It 

was simply taking delight in flight, in what it was made to do 

– to fly. It delighted in what it was made for. 

 We’re made for something too. We were made to know 

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

 

God, to love God, and Praise God, and though we might 

think otherwise this isn’t foreign to us. We were made in 

God’s image and likeness. We desire God (whether or not 

we realize it). Scripture speaks to us of it. The psalmist 

writes “My soul thirsts for you Lord, like the desert thirsts for 

rain,” and “like a deer longs for running streams so I long for 

you,” Saint Augustine said it beautifully when he wrote “you 

inspire us, O Lord, to delight in praising you, because you 

made us for yourself and our hearts are restless until they 

rest in you.” 

 We live in a world where everyone specializes, we can 

fall into the trap of thinking that prayer is specialized 

occupation – the lone realm of priests, deacons or religious 

and not our own, but no one can taste the goodness of the 

Lord for us. Our relationship with Christ is our own. There 

are no designated hitters or place kickers in the spiritual life. 

∗ And so, if we want to have delight in our lives – then 

Pray! 

∗ Even, if we feel ourselves unworthy of God’s love – 

Pray! 

∗ If we are grieving – Pray! 

∗ If we feel abandoned or rejected, so did Christ and he 

prayed. 

∗ If we are angry (with the church) and disappointed in our 

leaders – Pray all the more! 

∗ If we are lost and have no direction, if we are in harm's 

way or face our own mortality – Pray! 

∗ If we are joyful or thankful, if we are filled with love and 

we’re on top of the world – Pray! 

∗ If we want to find a delight in our lives that wells up in us 

like an unending stream of life giving water then in every 

circumstance of our lives we must pray, as Saint Paul 

tells us – constantly. 

Because when we pray the most wonderful effect occurs in 

us. God takes our hearts, hardened like stone by the hatred 

and cynicism of the world and gives us new hearts; hearts of 

flesh made for love alone. He gives us his very own heart, 

the heart of Christ. 

 

The Annual Thanksgiving Day 

Mass will be celebrated at 8:00AM 

on Thursday, November 26, 2020.  

This year in lieu of the Toy Drive 

we will be collecting non-

perishable food items and paper 

goods for our Food Pantry.  There 

will be baskets at the church 

entrances for your donations.  The 

baskets will be brought to the altar during the Offertory.  

There will be an opportunity to donate toys/games for 

Christmas after Thanksgiving.  More details regarding our 

Christmas Gift Drive will be available in future bulletins. 

 

 

•St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays from 

10AM-12NN and 2-4PM.  If you need groceries, please 

call on Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your 

visit.  Referrals and limited financial assistance are 

available for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish 

office for more information. 

•Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 

parish prayer line, please call the parish office. 

•Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed and 

you would like their info to appear on the blue board in 

the church, please call or email the parish office.  If you 

are aware of needed updates to the board, please let us 

know that as well.  Thank you. 

 

Sunday Masses continue with limited seating to provide 

safe social distancing for all in attendance.  We remind you: 

·  You must book a seat(s) for the Mass you want to attend. 

There are two methods for booking a time. You may only 

book times for yourself and members of your household. 

  

On-line booking is found at: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree  

 

Phone  Booking 

¨ Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3 

¨ Follow recorded instructions 

¨ Provide your Name, Phone#, Church, Mass Time and the 

total # of household members coming to Mass.  Hang up 

after you are done with your message 

  

The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows: 

  2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses  

10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses 

  2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass 

 

You are required to wear a mask at all times in 

accordance with COVID-19 Order No. 31. You do not have 

to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling condition 

that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask; 

Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 8, 2020 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The bridegroom came and those who were ready went 

into the wedding feast with him. Then the door was 

locked. Afterwards the other virgins came and said, 

'Lord, Lord, open the door for us!' But he said in reply, 

'Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.'" - Mt 25:10b-12 

 

Readings for the week of November 8, 2020 

Sunday: Wis 6:12-16/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

 [2b]/1 Thes 4:13-18 or 4:13-14/ 

 Mt 25:1-13  

Monday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 

 [5]/1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22 

Tuesday: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/Ps 37:3-4, 18 and 23, 

 27 and 29 [39a]/Lk 17:7-10 

Wednesday: Ti 3:1-7/Ps 23:1b-3a, 3bc-4, 5, 6 [1]/ 

 Lk 17:11-19 

Thursday: Phlm 7-20/Ps 146:7, 8-9a, 9bc-10 [5a]/

 Lk 17:20-25 

Friday: 2 Jn 4-9/Ps 119:1, 2, 10, 11, 17, 18 

 [1b]/Lk 17:26-37 

Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 18:1-8 

Next Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-2, 

 3, 4-5 [cf. 1a]/1 Thes 5:1-6/ 

 Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 8, 2020—32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

When doing student report cards, there was a comment the 

teacher could choose that read: inattentive and easily 

distracted. Could that comment describe your spiritual life? 

We can become so consumed with myriad distractions and 

preoccupations and lose our connection to what is really 

significant and important. We can become dull. This happens 

in our human relationships, too. We can easily take the love 

of others for granted, whether it be a parent, spouse, friend, 

or a child. We assume and presume that their love will always 

be there and do very little to cultivate, rejuvenate, and 

deepen it. Presumption can become a great sin. 

 

We do the same thing with God and our spiritual lives. We 

presume that God will be merciful. Because we believe that in 

the end God is going to forgive us anyway, then why put a lot 

of effort into things now? What’s the point? It’s far easier to 

find a comfortable spot, curl up and take a nap! There is no 

immediate urgency to staying awake and attentive, so we 

think, and we simply fly by the seat of our pants. Assuming 

and presuming too much about our relationships, especially 

our relationship with God, can lead to neglect and abuse. It 

can even lead to a sense of entitlement, where we actually 

believe that something is due us without much effort on our 

part. 

 

Folks who are distracted and preoccupied can find their 

relationships, especially the primary ones, drifting away. You 

can actually be married to someone for many years and wake 

up one morning realizing that you really do not know them or 

truly recognize them. We have to desire God in order to 

recognize God. We have to open our hearts, minds, and 

souls to His Presence so that we can be rejuvenated and 

refreshed. But we cannot do this if we are distracted or 

napping. We have to be awake and alert! As a young child 

eagerly watches for and anticipates that arrival of their parent 

home, so too we must watch for God’s presence. If the 

anticipation of God’s arrival does not excite us and rouse us, 

then we need to ask why. The wise person keeps vigilant 

watch, knowing that in the end they will not be disappointed.  

©LPi 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 

 

November 8 ~ Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The parable in today’s gospel points out the tragedy of 

unpreparedness.  With all the restrictions the pandemic has 

put on us and the pressures it is causing in daily life, we may 

have let our spiritual lives take a back seat, or let go of them 

completely.  It is not that we don’t want to pray or go to 

Confession, or attend Mass.  We know the difference it 

makes when we do take time to prepare our hearts and draw 

close to God.  Don’t let the pandemic deter you from paying 

attention to your faith – take time in prayer this week so you 

are prepared for His coming. 

 

Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about 

religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on 

Wednesday, November 18, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on 

Zoom.  The topic will be “Responding to God’s Call.” A panel 

of sisters will share their vocation stories. If you are 

interested, please contact S. Marian Batho, CSJ 

at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for more 

information and the link to the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let Your Voice Be Heard – Again 

“Say No to ROE” 

The state legislature has extended the session until January 

5

th

, 2021. Please remind the members of the Joint 

Committee on Judiciary that you oppose the expansion of 

abortion in Massachusetts. Please call the Committee at 617-

722-2396 and let them know you are opposed to H3320 and 

S1209 – the ROE legislation. Every telephone call helps! 

Remember these bills would remove: 

• The requirement that young girls obtain consent before 

an abortion 

• The requirement that efforts be made to save a living 

baby who survives abortion 

• The requirement that late term abortions be performed in 

hospitals 

• The bills would allow abortion on demand for all nine 

months of pregnancy. 

For more information about how the ROE legislation would 

expand abortion in Massachusetts visit www.macatholic.org. 

Sharing the Gospel 

Make sure your heart is ready for Jesus. One day Jesus will 

come back. If your heart is empty and dark - without love - 

you will be left out. But if your heart is filled with God's love 

for other people, Jesus will bring you into heaven with him 

forever. 

 

Prayer 

God, fill my heart with your love. I want to be ready for 

Jesus. 

 

Something to Draw 

Draw a picture of yourself helping your parents set the table 

because you love Jesus. 

 

Mission for the Week 

As a family, go through your closets and drawers. Take out 

all the clothes you don't wear anymore. Then donate them to 

charity. 
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FOUNDATION • WATER • SEWER • DRIVEWAYS
RETAINING WALLS • SNOW PLOWING

Office: (617) 472-2020
Cell: (617) 293-7660

Fax: (617) 472-2060
E-mail: seanfarrelx@comcast.net
53 Gilbert Street • Quincy, MA 02169

Genuine  Vermont Spring Water
1-800-504-0529
(781) 843-0529

HOME & OFFICE DELIVERY
100% Pure Natural Spring Water 

from Colton Springs, Stockbridge, VT

Mini Storage Bins 5x5 to 20x20

Discount 
self-storage

WE ARE CLIMATE CONTROLLED
FOR SENSITIVE STORAGE

Quincy Center
169 Parkingway
617-657-6789

Shaw’s Plaza
Weymouth

781-335-8200

BRAINTREE
1172 Washington  St.• 849-9343

375 Washington St. • 848-3164

551 Granite St. • 843-9830

240 Ivory St. • 843-6503

238 Grove St. • 849-0815

250 Granite St. • 849-1629

$ 1.00 Off Doz. 
Donuts w/ Coupon

PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED

www.braintreerug.com

When Quality Counts
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Oriental & Braided Rugs, Stair Runners, 
Broadloom, Vinyl, Ceramic Tile, Laminate, 
Cork & Natural Stone Flooring.

Featuring

781-843-6096
944 Washington St., Braintree • S. Braintree Square

REMEMBER 
THE NEEDY!

SFA St. Vincent de Paul Society

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
Located in the Church.
NON-PERISHABLE

FOOD COLLECTION
3rd Sunday/every month

 Providing Insurance & Real Estate products 
 and services for you and your family. 

1579 Washington St. • Braintree, MA

781.848.9460 • www.fryeagency.com
pcarloni@fryeagency.com or gblume@fryeagency.com 

Like us on facebook!

Advanced Planning
All Denominations
www.peckservices.com

516 Washington St. 
Braintree, MA | 781-843-0890

870 Broad St.
Weymouth, MA | 781-337-0093

TWO FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL HOMES

Serving the South Shore since 1930

Close to all major cemeteries, and closest to Blue Hills Cemetery, from our Braintree funeral home

Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning
Braintree & Marshfield

781-843-0415 
info@mywilliamsenergy.com

Lic.#10512/4039  21619a

“Solid Service Since 1919”

Contact Bill Ames to place an ad today! 
bames@4Lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6424
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“Where there’s always “Where there’s always 
a Toma to talk to”a Toma to talk to”

East Weymouth
1353 Commercial St.

781-335-6435
Brockton

5 Westgate Drive
508-586-9508

700 West Street, Braintree, MA 02184
www.bluehillcemetery.com

 Gerald M. Ridge, Jr. | President
Office: 781-843-9000

PRENEED ARRANGEMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

AVE MARIA 
REMODELING

BRAINTREE, MA
Siding-Roofing-Windows

Kitchen-Bath-General Household Repairs
No job is too small or too large

Free Estimates
Call the others first, and then call us 

last for a pleasant surprise! 
Capt. Mike Bousaleh 617-909-2125

M.J. Spero CompanyM.J. Spero Company
Masonry ContractorMasonry Contractor

FREE CONSULTATION

(781) 843-6386
www.mjsperocompany.com

  238 Lisle St., Braintree, MA

When Service Really Matters

Visit our web site at www.cartwrightfuneral.com

845 Washington St.
Braintree 

781-843-1878F U N E R A L  H O M E S

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

Peter C. Herbst Jr. Esq. LL.M (Tax)

 (781) 843-5034
1000 Washington St., Braintree, MA 

 www.herbstlawgroup.com

Aymsley Mahoney, LCSW, NHA
Executive Director

Work: (781) 848-2050
Fax: (781) 794-0141

175 Grove Street, Braintree
www.alliancehms.org

amahoney@alliancebraintree.org

899 Washington St. • Braintree, MA

(781) 843-0066

“Don’t You Deserve The Best?”

McMaster
Funeral HoMe

86 Franklin Street, Braintree, MA 02184

Tel: 781-843-0838
Fax: 781-843-7854

Christopher McMaster

Director

LUNCH • DINNER • CATERING
SUN - TH 11a-10p
FRI - SAT 11a-11p

781-519-4454
1209 Washington St. | Braintree

www.cieloma.com

Finest Italian, American & Greek Cuisine
240 Quincy Ave. (Rt. 53)

East Braintree, MA
Arthur Kyranis 781-843-3730

$5 OFF $50 Purchase or More
Dine-In Only

Not To Be Combined With Any Other Offers

911 Washington St. Braintree, MA 02184

781-917-0991
MENTION AD FOR 

1 FREE SMALL HOT COFFEE

JASON GRAVELLE
Branch Manager, Mortgage Loan Originator | NMLS #20342

Purchase • Refinance  • Renovation
22 + Years Experience • Braintree Resident

CALL (617) 620-9440 (C) • Jason.Gravelle@homebridge.com

www.JasonGravelle.com

NMLS #6521

Homebridge Financial Services, Inc.; Corporate NMLS ID #6521 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org); 194 Wood Avenue South, 9th Floor, Iselin, NJ 08830; (866) 933-6342. MA Mortgage Lender\Broker 
License #MC6521. Branch Address: 367 Washington Street, Ste. 2, Braintree, MA 02184; Branch NMLS# 1563906. This is not an offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend. 08/2018 LR 2019-935


