
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  

856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 

  Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar 

  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  

  Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education  

  Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education 

 

 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 

  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  

 

 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  

  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 

  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  

 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  

  Other times by appointment. 

 

 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 

  hall.  

 

 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 

 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 

  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 

 Community Meetings: School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM  

    (Suspended due to Coronavirus) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 

 

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT  85%. 

  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 

option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Shawn will be leaving us to become the co-administrator 

of St. Jude Parish in Waltham.  His new assignment will 

begin on June 1, 2021.  Fr. Shawn has been a blessing to 

our collaborative.  We will surely miss him.  Please join us in 

wishing him well after the following Masses: 

Saturday, May 22 after the 8:00AM at St. Clare 

Saturday, May 22 after the 5:30PM at St. Francis 

Sunday, May 23 after the 7:45AM at St. Clare [added] 

Saturday, May 29 after the 4:00PM at St. Clare 

Sunday, May 30 after the 6:00PM at St. Clare 

  

Location of these gatherings is dependent on the 

weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us THIS Monday night at 6:45PM, as we pray 

the Scriptural Rosary followed by the Chaplet of Divine 

Mercy in honor of our Blessed Mother.  We will meet (in 

person) at St. Francis of Assisi church.  In keeping with the 

COVID protocols please remember to wear  

your mask and sit in the marked pews. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder to parents—If you were unable to make the First 

Communion parent meetings last Monday, please contact 

the collaborative office at 781-843-1332 to arrange a 

meeting time to learn about the process and pick up the 

materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 22, 2021  

5:30PM John Reid Anniversary 

Sunday, May 23, 2021   

9:00AM Alfred Santosuosso Anniversary 

11:30AM 

Albert Augenti 

Anniversary 

Monday, May 24, 2021 

7:00AM Daniel Mahoney Memorial 

Tuesday, May 25, 2021  

7:00AM  

 

Wednesday, May 26, 2021  

7:00AM 

Special Intention 

 

Thursday, May 27, 2021  

7:00AM 

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Friday, May 28, 2021  

7:00AM   

Saturday, May 29, 2021  

5:30PM John Keaveney Memorial 

Sunday, May 30, 2021  

9:00AM Anna Tingley Memorial 

11:30AM John & Teresa Allen Memorial 

Offertory Envelopes $  3,508.00 

Offertory/Loose  $    951.00 

EFT Weekly Average  $  1,914.67 

Total Offertory  $  6,373.67 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

 

We often hear about celebrities who make these 

“confession” interviews on TV or write books, and they 

reveal some deep dark secret or medical condition. 

Well, I’m going to make my own confession. I’m going to 

tell you about a condition I suffer from. It’s one of those 

things no one ever wants to talk about. It’s very common; in 

fact, I’m sure I share this malady with people here this 

morning.  If there is a family with three children one of them 

is at high risk for this condition. Are you ready? 

I suffer from something called middle child syndrome. For 

those among you who are first born or last born in the family, 

middle child syndrome usually results in a person feeling left 

out, ignored, unappreciated. That’s because the oldest and 

the youngest always get the attention. 

That is, I think, how most of us treat the Holy Spirit – like 

a middle child. For most of us, the Holy Spirit is 

underappreciated. We rarely pray to the Holy Spirit. We 

ignore him and it’s easy to see why.  Jesus after all was 

human.  We can put a face on him. The Father, well all of us 

have an understanding of what father means and we’ve got 

those paintings at the Vatican showing the Father as an old 

man with a beard. 

But the Holy Spirit? It’s hard to wrap our heads around 

that. How can we have a relationship with someone we can’t 

experience with our senses? We can’t see him. We can’t 

touch, taste or smell him.  And we used to call him the Holy 

Ghost – Yikes! 

But we really need to come to know the Holy Spirit.  We 

need to understand that He is every bit as important as the 

Father and the Son. He is just as much God. And he is just 

as much with us as Jesus is and the Father. 

Who is the Holy Spirit?  The Spirit our inspiration and 

guide. The Holy Spirit is the one who brings us to 

understanding and reveals the truth to us. The Holy Spirit 

makes us holy and is the one who moves our love into 

action. 

I’ll tell you this, when I find out I’m preaching on a certain 

Sunday and I look at the readings, I don’t have a clue where 

I might go with it. Until I bring the scripture to prayer. And 

then something comes to me. Then I can work with it. I can 

assure you that when I’m through I wonder where it came 

from. It comes from the prompting of the Holy Spirit, at least 

if it’s a good homily. I’m certain we have all had similar 

experiences if we take the time to notice. 

• That good deed that we never expected to do – Holy 

Spirit. 

• The opportunity to be with someone in need – Holy 

Spirit 

• The desire to be with God in prayer – Holy Spirit 

• That unexpected feeling of joy or peace even when 

things are at their worse – Holy Spirit. 

• The ability to have faith when everything seems at a loss 

– the Holy Spirit. 

When we love even when we aren’t loved back – Holy Spirit. 

 Fire in the Old Testament was a sign of God’s 

presence.  Moses noticed the burning bush on the mountain 

and was moved to go see what it was. The story of that first 

Pentecost tells us about tongues of fire coming upon each of 

the disciples gathered in that upper room.  The fact that this 

flame came and rested on each believer tells us something 

that affects our lives and our faith.  Those people in that 

upper room were all the believers that were in the world at 

that time and the Holy Spirit was given to each one. That 

same spirit has been given to each of us through baptism 

and confirmation and fills the hearts of the faithful with the 

POWER of His divine love. By the way the Greek word used 

for power can also mean dynamite. We are empowered by 

the Holy Spirit and that power comes from Divine Love., and 

it is dynamite!  It was Divine Love that filled that upper room 

as it fills this church today.  It was Divine Love that caused 

each pilgrim in Jerusalem to hear Peter in his or her own 

language. It was Divine Love that converted the hearts of 

those who heard that message. And it is Divine Love that 

moves each of us to God’s service. 

Shortly after the Lord’s own Baptism, His first public act 

as recorded in scripture was to go to the synagogue where 

he picked up a scroll and read these words. (Is 61:1-2) 

“The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

because the LORD has anointed me; He has 

sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly, to 

heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 

the captives and release to the prisoners, to 

announce a year of favor from the LORD and 

a day of vindication by our God, to comfort all 

who mourn.” Then he said, “Today this 

scripture passage has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.” 

My friends because of our own Baptism and Confirmation 

we can take that same scripture and say with confidence 

that this passage is also fulfilled in us. Each of us can say 

with Christ that the Spirit of God is upon US. He has sent US 

to bring good news.  He has sent US to heal the broken 

hearted.  He has sent US to proclaim liberty and freedom to 

captives. We are sent by God’s Holy Spirit to bring comfort 

to those who mourn; healing to those who are sick; to 

prophesy; to preach; to teach; to be the presence of Christ in 

a world that is hungry for His presence.   

PENTECOST SUNDAY 



 

 

Because the Holy Spirit dwells in us we can walk out the 

doors of this church today with a sense of mission. And to 

fulfill that mission we need the guidance and prompting of 

the Holy Spirit.  Let me suggest that we take the gospel 

acclamation we heard today and personalize it and make it 

our own.  Make it part of our daily prayer. Let’s call on the 

Holy Spirit, that forgotten and neglected third person of the 

Blessed Trinity, “Come Holy Spirit, fill the heart of your 

faithful one and enkindle in me the power of your divine 

love.” 

“I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it 

now. But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will 

guide you to all truth. He will not speak on his own, but 

he will speak what he hears, and will declare to you the 

things that are coming. He will glorify me.” -  

Jn 16:12-14a 

 

Readings for the week of May 23, 2021 

Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or 

 Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 24, 35,  

 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/ 

 Jn 7:37-39 

Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Ps 87:1-2, 3 

 and 5, 6-7/Jn 19:25-34 

Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12/Ps 50:5-6, 7-8, 14 and 23 

 [23b]/Mk 10:28-31 

Wednesday: Sir 36:1, 4-5a, 10-17/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13 

 [Sir 36:1b]/Mk 10:32-45 

Thursday: Sir 42:15-25/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [6a]/

 Mk 10:46-52 

Friday: Sir 44:1, 9-13/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 

 9b [cf. 4a]/Mk 11:11-26 

Saturday: Sir 51:12cd-20/Ps 19:8, 9, 19, 11 [9ab]/ 

 Mk 11:27-33 

Next Sunday: Dt 4:32-34, 39-40/Ps 33:4-5, 6, 9, 18-19, 

 20, 22 [12b]/Rom 8:14-17/Mt 28:16-20 

 

 

Check out our new collaborative website—

www.braintreecatholic.org. 

Sunday Masses continue with limited 

seating to provide safe social distancing 

for all in attendance.  We remind you: You 

must book a seat(s) for the Mass you 

want to attend.  There are two methods 

for booking a time. You may only book 

times for yourself and members of your household. 

  

On-line booking is found at: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree  (regular weekend Mass) 

 

 Phone  Booking 

¨ Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3   

¨ Follow recorded instructions 

¨ Provide your Name, Phone#, Church, Mass Time and the 

total # of household members coming to Mass.  Hang up 

after you are done with your message 

  

The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows: 

  2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses  

10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses 

  2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass 

  

You are required to wear a mask at all times in 

accordance with COVID-19 Order No. 31. You do not have 

to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling condition 

that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask; 

Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Lynette L. Haughton 

Marie Reale 

Frederick Leo 

Nicole A. Sorensen 

 

St. Clare 

Marie Bishop 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 23, 2021 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

· St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays from 

10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 

Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  

Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for 

parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for more 

information. 

· Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 

parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

· Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed and 

you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the 

church, please call or email the parish office.  If you are 

aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know 

that as well.  Thank you. 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

From St. Francis of  Assisi 

Santiago Frederick Darling 

Emily Maureen Nashawaty 

Julian Nicholas Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 

We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday, 

June 27, 2021.  To schedule a Mass or for further 

information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-

843-1332.  Please do not leave this information on the 

Mass Reservation line. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 

 

Pregnancy Help 

Pregnant?  There is help.  www.pregnancyhelpboston.org 

 Pregnancy Help serves anyone facing crisis pregnancy 

situations. Our staff of nurses and case workers is trained to 

give individualized care to help you through this difficult time. 

Please contact us to discuss your situation and receive free 

support.  Our Services include: Pregnancy Testing | Limited 

Obstetrical Ultrasound | Options Counseling | Supportive 

Services and Referrals | Ongoing Support 

 

Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about 

religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on 

Wednesday, May 26, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on Zoom.   The 

topic will be Community Life. If you are interested in 

attending, please contact Sr. Marian Batho, CSJ 

at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for more 

information and the link to the meeting. 

 

May 30 ~ Solemnity of the Most Blessed Trinity 

Listen intently to the readings at Mass this weekend, they 

leave no room for doubt as to the message.  YOU have been 

commissioned, right along with the disciples to. . . Go… 

Baptize… Teach.  All strong imperatives.  Perhaps even more 

important – is the last line in the gospel: “…. I am with you 

always, until the end of the age.”  Evangelization is the work 

of the whole Church – and that includes you.  He is with you 

ALWAYS, no matter the times or circumstances.  So - take 

Christ’s commissioning to heart and spread the Good News! 

May 23 - Pentecost:   

Today as we celebrate Pentecost the Holy 

Spirit wants to make us advocates of God’s 

presence to bring new life to others, especially 

those who do not know the love of God in their 

lives.  This month, through your gifts, the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul was able  bring the love of God to the 

poor by  assisting families,  providing food, and for utility 

and rent bills, etc.  Thank You! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

May 23, 2021 - Pentecost Sunday  

Begin by taking a moment to calm 

yourself, focus on your breathing and 

become aware of the life force that 

flows through your veins. Center 

yourself in the words and affections of St. Augustine’s Prayer to 

the Holy Spirit, “Breath in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts 

may all be holy. Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, 

may be holy. Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what 

is holy. Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy. 

Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I may always be holy.” 

Sanctifying, bringing things to wholeness, blessing, restoring 

and creating are just some of the fruits of the presence of the 

Holy Spirit. Being filled with the Holy Spirit is not always about 

proclaiming loud cries of praise or singing alleluia from a roof 

top. It is about unfolding and encountering the ordinary in an 

extraordinary way. Being filled with the Holy Spirit means being 

filled with the fullness of God’s life and in touch with the power 

and wonder of God’s presence. It’s about becoming holy. 

 It is not just for saints or people who have a religious 

vocation. Holiness is for the ordinary, simple run- of-the-mill 

person who desires to love God, others, and all of creation. 

When an ordinary, humble person becomes connected with life 

and the wondrous power of God’s love, they begin to live life 

more deeply, a bit more reverently, desire a simple fare and 

find themselves relishing in ordinary beauty. Their senses 

become attuned to the Author of life and they realize that they 

are not alone. The Holy Spirit connects all of the dots of human 

experience and existence, bringing everyone to center on the 

Divine Presence. The Holy Spirit does not just breathe “on me” 

but “in me” and is the force behind every breath I take. Take a 

moment to soak that thought in. There is the Divine Presence 

of the Holy Spirit in me, right now. When a person becomes in 

touch with truth, they know that when inspired by the Holy 

Spirit, his or her actions are not solely their own. They realize 

that they are moved by Divine Grace and drawn to things not 

found in secular affairs. 

 We live in a world where it is hard to discover truth. Real 

truth is veiled by so many imposters that it is hard to find, 

especially for those who are young. It is easy to get fooled and 

duped and often, without full conscious awareness of doing so, 

we choose to walk down a path of self-absorption and 

destruction. It is only the Holy Spirit, through the ministry of the 

church most especially, who guides us to truth and shows us 

the way to be the graced and holy human beings God made us 

to be. The wonders and inspirations of today’s Feast of 

Pentecost are necessary to share with both those we love and 

those who only casually cross our paths. The first disciples, 

touched by the Holy Spirit, brought the Gospel to the ends of 

the earth one step at a time. Is it unrealistic to ask that we 

assist in that same mission by helping people understand who 

they are and who God is one at a time? Ask the Holy Spirit to 

alleviate the fear in your heart that prevents you from doing so. 

©LPi 

 

 Sharing the Gospel 

One day one of your best friends may move away, and you 

won't see him every day. You can still stay close to your 

friend by talking on the phone, writing letters, or sending e-

mail messages. Jesus knew he would be leaving. He would 

not see his friends every day. Jesus promised to send his 

Spirit to them. When they were confused, the Spirit would 

show them the truth. When they missed him, Jesus would 

send them messages by the Holy Spirit. Through the Spirit, 

Jesus could always stay close to his friends. 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for sending your Spirit so I can stay close to 

Jesus, too. 

 

Something to Draw 

Draw a picture of God's Spirit whispering in your ear. 

 

Mission for the Week 

Before you sit down to read a Bible story, ask God to send 

his Spirit to help you. When you listen carefully to God's 

word, the Spirit can send you a special message from Jesus! 
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FOUNDATION • WATER • SEWER • DRIVEWAYS
RETAINING WALLS • SNOW PLOWING

Office: (617) 472-2020
Cell: (617) 293-7660

Fax: (617) 472-2060
E-mail: seanfarrelx@comcast.net
53 Gilbert Street • Quincy, MA 02169

Mini Storage Bins 5x5 to 20x20

Discount 
self-storage

WE ARE CLIMATE CONTROLLED
FOR SENSITIVE STORAGE

Quincy Center
169 Parkingway
617-657-6789

Shaw’s Plaza
Weymouth

781-335-8200

BRAINTREE
1172 Washington  St.• 849-9343

375 Washington St. • 848-3164

551 Granite St. • 843-9830

240 Ivory St. • 843-6503

238 Grove St. • 849-0815

250 Granite St. • 849-1629

$ 1.00 Off Doz. 
Donuts w/ Coupon

1-800-504-0529
(781) 843-0529

REMEMBER 
THE NEEDY!

SFA St. Vincent de Paul Society

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
Located in the Church.
NON-PERISHABLE

FOOD COLLECTION
3rd Sunday/every month

Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning
Braintree & Marshfield

781-843-0415 
info@mywilliamsenergy.com

Lic.#10512/4039  21619a

“Solid Service Since 1919”

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.

Contact Victoria Russo to place an ad today! 
vrusso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6283 

100 Business Street • Boston Ma. 02136

617.430.4824
SAME DAY COURIER & LOGISTICS 

OTHERS TRY. WE DELIVER.

Call today for a FREE initial 
consultation with an RN!!

Weymouth, MA Lexington, MA
781-331-0062 • 781-662-8700

Roll off Dumpsters • Portable Toilets
Storage Containers • Curb-side Pick Up 

& Commercial Dumpsters

781.383.7000
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“Where there’s always “Where there’s always 
a Toma to talk to”a Toma to talk to”

East Weymouth
1353 Commercial St.

781-335-6435
Brockton

5 Westgate Drive
508-586-9508

700 West Street, Braintree, MA 02184
www.bluehillcemetery.com

 Gerald M. Ridge, Jr. | President
Office: 781-843-9000

PRENEED ARRANGEMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

M.J. Spero CompanyM.J. Spero Company
Masonry ContractorMasonry Contractor

FREE CONSULTATION

(781) 843-6386
www.mjsperocompany.com

  238 Lisle St., Braintree, MA

When Service Really Matters

Visit our web site at www.cartwrightfuneral.com

845 Washington St.
Braintree 

781-843-1878F U N E R A L  H O M E S

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285
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Peter C. Herbst Jr. Esq. LL.M (Tax)

 (781) 843-5034
1000 Washington St., Braintree, MA 

 www.herbstlawgroup.com

Aymsley Mahoney, LCSW, NHA
Executive Director

Work: (781) 848-2050
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175 Grove Street, Braintree
www.alliancehms.org

amahoney@alliancebraintree.org

899 Washington St. • Braintree, MA

(781) 843-0066

“Don’t You Deserve The Best?”

McMaster
Funeral HoMe

86 Franklin Street, Braintree, MA 02184

Tel: 781-843-0838
Fax: 781-843-7854

Christopher McMaster

Director

Finest Italian, American & Greek Cuisine
240 Quincy Ave. (Rt. 53)

East Braintree, MA
Arthur Kyranis 781-843-3730

$5 OFF $50 Purchase or More
Dine-In Only
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911 Washington St. Braintree, MA 02184
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