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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Christopher Anderson, Jerry Anderson, Patrick Battinelli, 
Rosemary Bella, David Bodofsky, Sal Bonina, Aisha Bonny, 
Taylor Bova, Frank Carreiro, Mary Caruso, Daniel Caruso, 
Elena Cates, Toni Coe, Frank Colandro, Sandra Coppola, Sonya 
Correntee, Patti Crowley, Marge Denicola, Steven DiCiccio, 
Barbara Eilertsen, Carl Ezzo, Johann Fernando, Gerry Fraioli, 
John Gerardi, Pat Gil, Adam Godlewski, Carol Happel, Marge 
Hogan, Rachel Hogan, Susan Jacobsen, Jessica Mages, Mary 
Joyce-McDonough, Carol Kane, Liam Kelly, Kathy L., Megan 
Lemoung, Gary Livia, Miguel Machado, Mark, Frank 
McNerney, Mary Montaine, Mary Palmer, Harper Pappas, 
Michael Pataky, Guillaume Paulemon, Sylvia Privil, Sandy 
Recchia, Rev. Alfred Riendeau, Julie Salce, Lois Scatton, Gina 
Stuart, Anthony Tomczyk, Lucille Tomzick, and Betty Vitti. 

In your prayers… 
Remember the men and women in the 
Armed Forces and all who protect us 
and put themselves in harm’s way on our 
behalf; may they be shielded from 
danger; and for their families and loved 

ones. In particular, Andrew Anderson, Christopher Blasius, 
Nick Carella, Ian Francis, Samantha Krom, Christian 
Legaspe, Steven Nolan, and Dylan Schneider. 

A COURSE CORRECTION 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

This coming Wednesday, February 17, is Ash Wednesday and marks the beginning of Lent.  Our readings at Mass over the 
past week have served to remind us of where we came from, what God intended for us, our downfall due to the sin of pride 
and disobedience, and the long journey of our salvation culminating in the incarnation of Christ Jesus our Lord.  “The 
annual observation of Lent is the special season for the ascent to the holy mountain of Easter… The faithful, listening more 
intently to the word of God and devoting themselves to prayer, are prepared through a spirit if repentance to renew their 
baptismal promises.” (Ceremonial of Bishops, 249) 

The forty days of Lent offer each of us a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the course of our spiritual life and to make 
corrections.  Through the practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, we make space in our daily life to consider our 
relationship with God, how we live our lives as Christians, and how our faith is expressed in the love and concern we show 
to our neighbors and those in need.  In this past year of pandemic, we have experienced distancing, and even separation, 
from our parish community, our work, and even our families; we have become more 
isolated and more alone, and we have forgotten who we are. 

I encourage all of us to see this Lenten season as an invitation to renewal and to 
remember who and what we are as catholic Christians.  Beginning February 19, 
Stations of the Cross will be prayed every Friday in Lent here at Saint Maurice 
church.  Opportunity for Adoration and Benediction will also be offered on alternate 
Wednesdays along with individual Reconciliation; see the bulletin and web site for 
dates and times. 

We should enter into the season of Lent with a sense of joy tempered by an honest 
understanding and acceptance of ourselves as fallen, wounded, and in need of God’s 
grace.  Lent is not a time of self-loathing, but of self-examination; a time to remember 
who we are and what is most essential in our life; a time to confront the illusions we sometimes have about ourselves, our 
faith, and our relationship with God and work to remedy them. 

Before we can rejoice at Easter, there is some work to be done, hard work that requires discipline and self-sacrifice.  Lent, 
when taken seriously, can be a real challenge, but that is true about all things of value for which we must strive to achieve.  

I look forward to making this Lenten journey with all of you. 

—Fr. Jim Bates, Parochial Administrator  
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MUSIC FOR THE LITURGY 
Some of you may have noticed some slight changes in the music as of last weekend. To properly describe these changes, let’s start by 
outlining the previous music format used since our Phase 2 reopening in June, and directly compare it to the music format we’re using 
going forward. Then we’ll go over the reasoning behind some of the initial choices and why we’re changing them.  

The simplest and most subtle change is in the organ prelude material. Previously, the prelude would start after the bells ringing 10 
minutes before the Mass, with a suitable repertoire piece to start, followed by an improvisation on the Introit Gregorian chant melody for 
that particular Sunday. (Like the Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation, there are prayers—called “propers”—specific to every 
Sunday of the year; they also have traditional Gregorian chant melodies associated with them.) Improvisation is one of the organist’s key 
tools: practically speaking, it allows “musical moments” to be designed and paced precisely on the fly, according to the organist’s 
judgement. In the context of the organ prelude, this happens to be useful when the start time of Mass might fluctuate by a minute or 
two, which was the case from July through November…but now that we start each Mass at exactly the same time every week, it’s easier 
to program a more structured organ repertoire prelude. 

Speaking of improvisations on Gregorian chant melodies, the discussion can be considered in two parts: the nature of improvisation 
itself and how we perceive it, and our taste for the “sound” of Gregorian chant. Firstly, improvisation: very briefly explained, a largely 
tonal composition or improvisation in the style of J.S. Bach or Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart is, rather scientifically, more pleasing to the 
ear than a modal, chromatic, or atonal improvisation in the style of more contemporary composers like Flor Peeters or Olivier Messiaen. 
This connects to the “sound” of Gregorian chant: while it is one of the most ancient forms of Western music, it can feel very unfamiliar 
and even unsettling to listen to some chant melodies because they are modal. (For those of you who know this much music theory, yes, 
this is a little oversimplified…but more on that some other time.) 

Over the past few months, I admit I’ve had plenty of fun improvising on the modal chant melodies: at first, mostly tonal improvisations, 
and then, as my personal skills and tastes evolved, more chromatic and atonal improvisations. You might say I had a little too much fun! 
This is a natural hitch in the process of liturgical music direction: music directors must be able to properly balance their understanding 
of music with the understanding of what is appropriate for the parish. 

To that end, you’ll hear that we are replacing “wild” harmonies and unfamiliar melodies with more tonal harmonies and familiar 
melodies. For example, last week’s Communion music was based on the tune to Adoro te devote—a Gregorian chant hymn melody, 
actually, but a familiar melody, written in a major mode (major key) with tonal harmony. Offertory music will now always be a short, 
structured tonal piece from the organ repertoire, which will usually be unfamiliar melodically, but hopefully more pleasing to the ear. 

All of this talk of organ music probably raises the question: “Why not just sing hymns like before?” The simple reason is that hymns are 
intended to always be sung by the congregation, and of course, congregational singing is disallowed during these COVID-19 times. We’re 
choosing to reintroduce a sung processional and recessional hymn to bring more of a sense of familiarity to our “musical routine”, but on 
the other hand, there are health guidelines to follow, which directly conflict with the very concept of congregational hymns. 

I hope that sums up the changes for now. Naturally, we’ll have a couple more changes for the imminent season of Lent, which I’ll write 
about next week. You can also expect a new article each week on the liturgical music, although not usually this long-winded. If you 
ever have any questions or comments about the music you hear at Mass, know that you are always most welcome to talk to me! 

 

Neil Flores, Organist and Director of Music 

Jun. ‘20-Jan. ‘21 format New format 

Prelude (Organ repertoire) Improvisation on Introit Gregorian chant melody 

Improvisation on Introit Gregorian chant melody  Prelude (Organ repertoire) 

Entrance hymn (tune only)  Entrance hymn (sung) 

Psalm and Gospel Acclamation Psalm and Gospel Acclamation 

Improvisation on Offertory Gregorian chant melody Offertory (Organ repertoire) 

Improvisation on Communion Gregorian chant melody  Communion (Organ repertoire or hymn improvisation) 

 Recessional hymn (sung) 

Postlude (Organ repertoire)  Postlude (Organ repertoire or hymn improvisation) 
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Rescheduled! First Penance Workshop—Sunday, February 14, 2021 

All young parishioners preparing to celebrate the Sacrament of Penance for the first time must 
attend the First Penance workshop from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, February 14, 2021 in 
Doran Hall. We will review all we have learned about this important sacrament, watch the 
“Skateboard” video, and discuss what happens when we ask for God’s forgiveness. 

First Penance will be held Saturday, February 20, 2021 at 10 a.m. in the Church. 

Confirmation 2021 

The date of Confirmation 2021 has been set by the Office of the Bishop.  Confirmation at Saint 
Maurice will be held at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, April 14, 2021.   

 

No Faith Formation classes Sunday, February 14 and Tuesday, February 
16 due to the February school break. (Only candidates for First Penance 
will meet.) Happy Valentine’s Day! 

ZOOM Authorization 

In order to hold ZOOM sessions, the parent permission form for ZOOM must 
be signed and returned to Sandra Kluun. This form was included in the Family 
Handbook packet in October 2020. If you have any questions, please contact 
Sandra Kluun. 

 

Sunday Reading and Background: Gospel Mark 1:40-45 

Today's Gospel describes a man who is so excited and happy that he has to tell everyone he meets what has happened to 
him. The man with leprosy firmly believed that Jesus could cure him and he begged Jesus to do so. Moved with pity, Jesus 
stretched out his hand, touched the afflicted man, and said, "Be cured." And the man's illness was immediately healed. 

Although Jesus instructed him to speak only to the priest about his cure, the man could not restrain himself. He told so 
many people that Jesus had to retreat to the desert to avoid the crowds who followed him everywhere.  

For reflection and discussion: When you feel especially blessed by God, what do you do about it? How do you share your 
feelings about your experiences of God's love and his healing power? When you see people in terrible need on TV 
newscasts or in the newspapers, are you moved with pity for them? What do you do about it? 

 

Resources from the Leadership Institute 

Sunday Family Rosary—continues at 7:30 pm every Sunday night. All are welcome. 
 (https://formationreimagined.org/sundayfamilyrosary/) 

The Family Bible Challenge—is now national!  Check out the website. 
 (https://familybiblechallenge.org) 

The Face of Prayer—Did you know that you and your children (those with phones) could receive an invitation to pray 
from Bishop Caggiano every single day? Thousands receive a message each day and all you have to do is text the word 
PRAY to 55778. Then sit back and pray along with us. 
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CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING 
Many parishioners have signed up… 

Will you? 

Online Giving is a safe and convenient way for you to 
make your weekly offertory and special collections and 
contributions in support of our Parish. The service is easy 
to set up and manage. If you have not yet signed up for 
Online Giving, please consider this option. 

To sign up, visit our Parish website and click on the 
Online Giving logo located on the main page. Thank you 
for considering this safe, secure and easy method of 
donating regularly in support of our Parish.  

Our Online Giving system is also an App for Apple and 
Android products!  You can download it free in the App 
Store, Google Play Store or go to OLGapp.com. If you are 
new to Online Giving, register and enter Church ID 1376. 

THE “NEW NORMAL” 
FOR ATTENDING MASS 

As Saint Maurice continues public worship, it is of the 
utmost importance these specific guidelines be followed. 

u If you are sick or at high risk please do not attend 

u Reservations are required via website or phone call 

u Single door by rectory used as Entrance to Church 

u Single door by Baptismal font as Exit from Church 

u Collection basket at entrance and exit to Church 

u Face masks must be worn in Church at all times 

u Sanitize hands upon entering Church 

u Social distancing must be maintained at all times 

u Sit only in pews marked with yellow tape 

u Families may sit together in same pew 

u Kindly refrain from singing; Mass parts will be spoken 

u At Communion: After host is placed in your hand, 
step aside, lower mask, consume host, replace mask 
and return to seat via side aisle 

u Restrooms are closed and are not accessible 

u Exit Church immediately following dismissal 

u Do not leave anything in the Church 

BEREAVEMENT GROUP FOR THE WIDOWED 
 

A support group for women and men who have lost a spouse 
or significant other. The meetings are held in Doran Hall.  

For detailed information, including dates and times, contact 
Donna Hughes at 203.595.0603 or donnahuz@aol.com. 

Parish Offering 
Week of February 7, 2021 

Saturday, 4:00pm (39) ............................................. $410.00 
Sunday, 8:00am (23) ................................................ $342.00 
Sunday, 10:30am (17) .............................................. $125.00 
TOTAL ...................................................................... $877.00 
Mailed into Parish Office ...................................... $1,380.00 
Online Giving ........................................................ $1,690.00 
Capital Expenses ................................................... $1,153.00 
Thank you for your continued and generous support and for 
your consideration in participating in online giving!  May God 
bless you in your care and concern for the financial wellness of 
Saint Maurice Parish. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
The Unfailing Goodness of God 

I have always wondered why Jesus told the cleansed leper not to 
publicize how he had been healed by the Son of God. It’s not 
that I can’t understand why Jesus would want to keep the matter 
quiet — after all, he knew that as soon as people heard, he 
would be mobbed with requests for healings, and his 
movements restricted. 

What gets me is the fact that Jesus simply must have realized 
the leper would not listen to him. Why give someone a 
command you know they will ignore? It’s a complicated 
question, and when I reflect on it, I can’t help but connect it to 
another equally complicated question: why does God, all-good 
and all-knowing, allow bad things to happen? 

Yes, God is all-good and all-knowing. So when He gives us free 
will, He knows what we will do with it. However, He is also all-
powerful. He can and will bring good from any situation, any 
tragedy, or even any instance where someone ignores Him. 

Was it a sin for this leper to do other than what Jesus had said? 
That’s a heavy question for a Sunday morning! But it’s plain to 
see that, even though this man ignored Jesus’ command, God 
still used his actions. How many were brought to Christ because 
of the news spread by this leper! 

As someone trying to live out a stewardship way of life, what is 
God requesting of you right now? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  



PARISH OFFICE 
parishoffice@smcglenbrook.org 

Phone: 203.324.3434 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday - 10:00am to 2:00pm 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. James Bates, Parochial Administrator (Ext. 701)     

frbates@smcglenbrook.org 
Sandra Kluun, Coordinator of Faith Formation (Ext. 707) 

Safe Environment Coordinator  
skluun@smcglenbrook.org 

Monica Di Costanzo, Administrative Assistant (Ext. 705) 
mdicostanzo@smcglenbrook.org 

Tony Recchia, Facilities (Ext. 708) 
trecchia@smcglenbrook.org 

Neil Flores, Director of Music (Ext. 706) 
nflores@smcglenbrook.org 

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH CORPORATION  
Steve Doran  203.324.3434 

Mary Lamonte  203.348.6701 
PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL  

Kathryn Jimenez  203.324.3434 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
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Saturday, February 13 
4:00pm Antoinette Apruzzese & Angela Iannotta 

Sunday, February 14—Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00am All our parishioners 
10:30am Thomas Nardozza 

Monday, February 15 
8:00am Mary Fahey 

Tuesday, February 16 
8:00am All our parishioners 

Wednesday, February 17—Ash Wednesday 
8:00am All our parishioners 
12:00pm All our parishioners 
5:30pm Evening Prayer 

Thursday, February 18 
8:00am Margaret Harter (Living Intention) 

Friday, February 19 
6:30pm Stations of the Cross 

Saturday, February 20 
4:00pm Annette Lovallo 

Sunday, February 21—First Sunday of Lent 
8:00am Sean O’Brien 
10:30am All our parishioners 

 

Stations of the Cross will be prayed every Friday in Lent at 
6:30pm. Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction will also be 

offered on alternate Wednesdays along with individual 
Reconciliation, beginning February 24 at 6:30pm. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sunday:  Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/1 Cor 
 10:31—11:1/Mk 1:40-45 
Monday:  Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 20-21 
 [14a]/Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday:  Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4, 3b 
 and 9c-10 [11b]/Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday:  Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17 
 [cf. 3a]/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday:  Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps 40:5a]/Lk 
 9:22-25 
Friday:  Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 [19b]/Mt 
 9:14-15 
Saturday:  Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [11ab]/Lk 5:27-
 32 
Next Sunday:  Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 3:18-
 22/Mk 1:12-1 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 14, 2021 

MASS RESERVATIONS 
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED in order to attend 
weekend Mass. You must make a reservation for the number 
of people attending. An online reservation system is 
available on the Parish website; click on the 
RESERVATION button and follow the instructions to 
place your reservation to attend Mass. 

PLEASE DO NOT SHOW UP WITHOUT A RESERVATION! 
If you do so, you may be asked to wait in line to 
accommodate those who made their reservation in advance. 

If you do not have access to the internet, call the Parish 
Office at 203.324.3434, extension 705, to make your 
reservation. Calls received by Saturday at 10:00am will show 
on the check-in list. 

The sanctuary candle this week is in memory 
of Antoinette Apruzzese & Angela Ianotta. 

 
Votive candle by the statue of the Holy 
Family is for our nation and the world. 
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Restaurant

203-324-4949 203-324-4949
NICK’S PIZZA
522 Glenbrook Stamford, CT

FREE DELIVERY

Family-owned & organically 
grown since 1945.

203.324.3817
25 William Street
Stamford, CT 06902

LOW
MORTGAGE

RATES

$0 application fee
$0 closing costs

$0 points

203.413.9300
NMLS 408942

Serving Lower Fairfield County 
(203) 324-2141 | reliableoilandheat.com

Contact Robin Ungaro to place an ad today! 
rungaro@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6447
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Established 1967

Haydee 
Coiffures

Full-Service Salon 
For The Whole Family

1003 Hope Street, Stamford

203-324-4036
www.haydeecoiffures.com

Bernard Haydee
Thank You For Your Patronage

Thomas M. GallagherThomas M. Gallagher
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Family OwnedFamily Owned
104 Myrtle Avenue, Stamford CT 06902

203-359-9999
www.gallagherfuneralhome.com

“Fairfield County’s Only Funeral Home with Crematory on Premises”

www.Cognetta.com
104 Myrtle Avenue, StAMford, Ct 06902 • 203-348-4949

CATERING • BIRTHDAYS • ANNIVERSARIES
 RELIGIOUS CELEBRATIONS

 OPEN SUNDAYS FOR PRIVATE PARTIES

 348 HOPE STREET
 STAMFORD
 203-324-2600
 MON - SAT 11:30 - CLOSE

WWW.TRIPSRESTAURANT.COM

 V&L 
 Management
"Give us a call, we do it all"

Junk Removal 
Interior Demolition 

General Maintenance 
Property Management

203-273-9060
vlmanagement19@gmail.com

TriStone Marble
& Granite

Countertop Fabrication

Lima 
Ceramic Tile

24 Magee Ave
Stamford
203-325-9577

With your efforts you can  
help us achieve our mission  

to feed the hungry. 
Serving the towns of Darien, 

Greenwich, New Canaan, Norwalk, 
Stamford & Wilton.

461 Glenbrook Road, Stamford
203-358-8898

www.foodbanklfc.org

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES 
A DIFFERENCE

Together we can fight hunger!

As Always, Free Pickup & Delivery in the Stamford area

Adult Vaccinations | No appointment necessary 
Covered by most insurances

Immunizations • Health Screenings
Medical Equipment.

Prescription refills on our free mobile app!

Multi-Dose Pill Packaging Available!
www.slavinsrx.com

922 Washington Blvd., Stamford, CT
(Next to Government Center parking garage & across the street from Hotel 0°)

Call (203) 323-2161

Barbara Punzi 
Coldwell Banker Realty

(203) 912-2676
I won’t just find you a house…

I’ll find you a home!
“I grew up in this Parish, and have a strong 
connection & wonderful memories in the 
community. If you are selling your home,

contact me!”

barbara.punzi@cbmoves.com
 https://barbarapunzi.cbintouch.com


