Weekday Mass
(Monday thru Friday) 6:50 am & 9:00 am
(Saturday) 9:00 am

Lord’s Day Mass
Saturday (Vigil) 4:00 pm — Brazilian Mass 7:00 pm
Sunday 7:30 am, 10:00 am (Family), 5:00 pm
7:00 pm (Brazilian)
The Church is open for prayer daily from 6:00 am — 6:00 pm.
We are handicapped-accessible — everyone is most welcome!
403 Union Street
Rockland, MA 02370
(781) 878-0160

Comunidade Brasileira — Bem Vindo! A celebração da missa é realizada
todos os Domingos e as Terças-Feiras ás 19:00 h. Para maiores
Informações contactar pelo tel: (781) 871-5754.

www.holyfamilyrockland.org
Pastor

Rev. James F. Hickey

Parochial Vicar

Rev. James J. O’Driscoll

Parochial Vicar,
Brazilian Ministry

Rev. Valdir Mesquita
Ferreira Lima

Priest in Residence

Rev. Kevin Hickey

Pastoral Associate

Ms. Teresa Doyle Smith

Dir. Religious Ed.

Mrs. Elizabeth Davis

Director of Music

Mr. Robert Kirby

to all newcomers and visitors! Please make yourself known to a
member of the parish staff so that we can extend a personal greeting to you. Be
sure to register at the rectory!
Confessions/Reconciliation:

Saturdays from 3-4:00 pm in the Lower Church, or
by appointment

Baptismal Arrangements:

Parents register for baptism by contacting
Mrs. Elizabeth Davis at 781-871-1244.

Marriage Arrangements:

Couples should arrange an interview with one of
the priests of the parish at least six months prior to
the planned wedding date.

Sacrament of the Anointing
of the sick:

Especially prior to entering hospital, call the
rectory.

Last Rites of the Church for
the Dying:

Call the Rectory.

St. Vincent de Paul:

Call 781-792-0168 and follow taped directions

Finance & Operations Ms. Anne Marie Kennedy
Manager
Parish Secretaries

Mrs. Kathleen Small
Mrs. Mary Corrieri
Ms. Brenda Callahan

Rectory ..................................... (781) 878-0160
Fax ............................................ (781) 871-6389
Religious Ed. ............................ (781) 871-1244
Cemetery ....................... (781) 878-2306 / 0160

HOLY FAMILY PARISH, ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS
August 18– Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time

Saturday, Aug 17

4:00 Claire & Arthur Murphy and
Joseph McKenna
Sunday, Aug 18
7:30 James & Margaret Heffernan
10:00 Sandra Tracy
5:00 People of the Parish
Monday, Aug 19
6:50 Janet and Veronica Hickey
Wed. Aug 21
7:00p 7th Day Mass for Daniel de Lima
Saturday, Aug 24 4:00 People of the Parish
Sunday, Aug 25
7:30 Janie Sawaya O’Connor and
The Sawaya & Sheehan Family
10:00 William Parsons
5:00 Fr. Thomas DiLorenzo (L)

BIBLE STUDY
Fr. O’Driscoll’s Bible Study group will
meet this Tuesday, August 20th, at
6:30 p.m. in the rectory. Class will
continue its study of the Book of Genesis. All are welcome.

54 EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
NEEDED
FOR NEW FALL TERM
New and returning Eucharistic Ministers are
needed for the new term starting in October.
Each weekend, 24 parishioners participate in this important
ministry. They assist the celebrant at each of our Masses
in distributing communion to the congregation.
• Must be confirmed and 16 years of age or older.
• A practicing Catholic in full communion with the Church.
• Term: 3 years
• Please prayerfully consider serving in this ministry.
• Training provided Monday, Sept. 30, 2019, 6:45 - 9 p.m.
• Call Teresa Doyle Smith at the rectory (781-878-0160) for
more information.

Readings for the week of August 18, 2019
Sunday: Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 [14b]/Heb 12:14/Lk 12:49-53
Monday: Jgs 2:11-19/Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 43ab
and 44 [4a]/Mt 19:16-22
Tuesday: Jgs 6:11-24a/Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 9b]/Mt
19:23-30
Wednesday: Jgs 9:6-15/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [2a]/Mt 20:1-16
Thursday: Jgs 11:29-39a/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [8a and
9a]/Mt 22:1-14
Friday: Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a,
9bc-10 [1b]/Mt 22:34-40
Saturday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/Jn
1:45-51
Next Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2, [Mk 16:15]/Heb 12:5
-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30

Sundays in the summer often afford us more time
for leisure and contemplation. Today’s readings give
us much food for thought if we take a few minutes to
take another look. Who do you count among “the great
cloud of witnesses” in your life? Is there someone that
is a pillar of faith and strength that you admire? What
is it about that person that you can imitate– today?
The race mentioned in the letter to the Hebrews is NOT
the “rat race” we so easily get trapped in, it is the race
to eternal life, the race we run in faith each day,
“...while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus.”
Are you passionate
about your faith?
About our children
and young adults?
Are you looking for a way to serve your Holy
Family Parish community? In order to create a
successful religious education program, we need
many volunteers willing to share their special gifts.
We have many volunteer options (big, small, onetime, and on-going) to fit your talents with our needs!
CCD Classes are held on Sunday, Monday, and
Tuesday. Catechist Training is provided. Co-teaching
is an option. Please give us a call (781-871-1244),
email (holyfamilyreligioused@yahoo.com ) or stop by
the office to discuss how you may be able to help.
God Bless You!

VOLUNTEER’S NEEDED
Children's Liturgy is looking for
4 - 5 volunteers for the 10 am
Sunday mass. Teaching our
children about Our Lord and His
Church is a very rewarding
ministry. Our goal is to have 3
volunteers for each Sunday. If you
think you are being called to help please contact the
Parish Rectory.

PEANUT ALLERGY
A parent who has a child allergic to peanuts
recently explained to me how very
dangerous it is for her child to have any
contact with anything to do with peanuts. So,
parents, if you bring snacks to church for little children
please make certain that they contain no peanut ingredients.
For example, peanut oil does not evaporate. Were an
allergic child to touch a missalette with peanut oil on it he/
she would have an immediate reaction; which could prove to
be fatal! So Cheerios or gold fish: fine. Peanut butter
crackers: a big NO.
Thanks for your care. JFH

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FAMILY NOTES, Sunday the XX in Ordinary Time, August 18, 2019
Dear friends,
The following essay is part of the explanation by Kristyn Lorraine Hall on how she became a Catholic. It
appeared in “The Coming Home Network International” newsletter for August, 2019.
Mary is a huge stumbling block to many Protestants who are feeling the tug of the Catholic Church. The
elevation of Mary as a Queen really grated against my sensibilities, particularly how it was portrayed in art. I
distinctly recall asking a priest before my conversion how Jesus might be in all things preeminent (Colossians
1:18) when He was often portrayed as mournful, while His mother was breathtakingly beautiful. It just seemed to
me that she had been placed beside Him as an equal and that, more often than not, Jesus took a back seat. I
never blamed Mary for any of this, but I wondered why Catholics made such a big deal of her.
You can find fascinating answers to this conundrum with a Google search. You can read about the New Ark
of the Covenant and the New Eve. You can read about the Davidic kingdom, in which the king reigned with his
mother—not his wife—as queen. As someone who has always been fascinated by Jewish history and tradition,
these concepts were all very interesting to me on an intellectual level. But I think it was the generosity of Jesus
that helped me finally “get” Mary.
All that is His, He offers to us. He offers a share in His life, His death, His home, His familyL His mother.
She is my mother, because she is His mother. And the part of Jesus that is like me, the human side that I can
relate to, came from her. Jesus is not God-made-man without her. When I receive Jesus’ “Body, Blood, Soul
and Divinity” in the Eucharist, the Body and Blood I am receiving comes from His mother. Of course Catholics
make a big deal about Mary! Everything we have in Christ is possible because of her “Yes, Lord.”
Another thing I had to hash out was the Mass itself. I had heard and assumed that the priest believes he is
re-sacrificing Jesus again and again. Then I read in the book of Hebrews (7:27) that Jesus was sacrificed once
for all, and I felt that obviously the Catholic Church had got this one very wrong. I wondered how all those
brilliant Catholic minds had missed something so obvious.
On a visit with my friend Liz, her brother-in-law, who is a priest, came over to “answer a few questions.” We
chatted a bit about Mary, the concept of “hierarchy,” and St. Peter. Then I launched into my questions about
Christ’s eternal priesthood. “Do you really believe you’re sacrificing Him over and over? Why would God allow
His suffering to be prolonged? Didn’t the resurrection mean that His sacrifice was completed? Doesn’t the book
of Hebrews say that it was ‘once for all’?” My questions poured out because I was sincerely disappointed. I
thought I had asked the unanswerable question, taking me back to square one in my searching for the Church
Jesus started.
Very gently and quietly, he said, “I don’t sacrifice Him again. He makes the past sacrifice present to us so
we can take part in it.” Suddenly, another event from the past became present to me. Years before, I had taken
a Sunday school class called “Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith,” and in that class the teacher taught
extensively on the Passover. We learned about the “perpetual memorial” that God commanded, which included
being dressed and ready to leave Egypt, whether you were in Jerusalem or Paris or Detroit, as if the Exodus
were happening now. “It was God’s invitation to the Eternal Now,” the teacher had said. “God is outside of time,
and once in a while He brings us outside with Him.” As these things came back to me, I sat speechless in Liz’s
living room. I had been expecting this great mystery to fit inside the little box of my understanding, but God had
opened it all up in that moment.
In time, I learned that this view of the Eucharist was not a secret, and I have heard many priests say that we
are present at the Last Supper, the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection at every Mass. We join the angels and
saints in heaven as we sing the Sanctus and the Great Amen. Once my “unanswerable question” was answered,
I mentally moved on from questioning to learning.
God bless you, Fr. Jim O’Driscoll

AUGUST 18, 2019

Family Religious Education News
A Spiritual Backpack for a Successful School Year
Compass: Children may still be learning east from west, but with this stylish compass, they will always
know right from wrong! Inlaid with a heart of gold, the Moral Compass can be there when you aren’t.
Teach them the gifts of the Holy Spirit that were given to them at their Baptism: Wisdom, Understanding,
Right Judgement, Knowledge, Courage, Reverence, Wonder and Awe!
PARENTS: Pray the following together before heading out the door: “Holy Spirit, help me make choices
today that honor you, others and myself.”
Eraser: We all make mistakes. Whether giving or receiving, the sharp, pink Eraser of Forgiveness can
turn the darkest of marks into shavings blown away with a single puff. It is important to remind our young
scholars to be careful with their words (not all of them are so easily erased). But it’s just as critical that they
have a tool at the ready to fix the mistakes they make whenever they can.
PARENTS: Talk with your child about how it feels to ask forgiveness. How does it feel to offer
forgiveness? (Does it feel a little like erasing our sins and starting from a clean slate? The Sacrament of
Reconciliation)
“Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens.” Psalm 68:19
Glue: School can be bumpy. A dab of Friendship (glue) can be just what the doctor ordered when cracks
for chips appear in your student’s confidence. The bonds of Friendship will teach your kids that
relationships can be “sticky”: sticking together; sticking up for someone being teased; sticking around when
relationships with classmates get hard.
PARENTS: Model strong friendships for your child (especially your friendship with GOD) by being a good
friend to the people in your life. Talk about the things you do for friends without any expectation of
something in return.
Day Planner: Life happens one day at a time. This handy Calendar/Diary will help your child see
what’s ahead of them and what’s behind them while keeping a foot planted firmly in the gift of the
present. With plenty of space for their memories and an almost infinite number of pages for new
experiences, the Calendar/Diary can hold it all.
PARENTS: To find Joy in this day, you must live within its boundaries. God knew what He was doing
when He divided time into twenty-four-hour segments. He understands our human frailty, and He
knows that we can bear the weight of only one day at a time. Teach your children to not worry about
tomorrow or get stuck in the past. As God teaches us, “There is abundant Life in My Presence today.”

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------RELGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION: Religious Education Registration forms need to be
returned to the Religious Ed. Office NOW! With the changes in class times we need to have enough
time to arrange for catechists and plan for opening day. Please return your children’s forms in the selfaddressed envelope that was mailed out on July 15. Or pick up a form at the back of the church and
drop it by the Religious Ed. Office, Monday – Friday from 10AM – 4PM.
Questions, Need Forms, Looking to Volunteer: Please call (781-871-1244) or make an appointment
to stop in the CCD office to speak with me (Liz Davis) if you have questions, need registration materials
mailed to you or would like more information about our outstanding programs.

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
HONDURAS “SUMMER
WISHES”

Why stay Catholic
with so much scandal?

Muchas Gracias

Read
Letter to a Suffering Church
by Bishop Robert Barron

Thank you to everyone who donated
to the Honduras “Summer Wishes”
program. You selected the tags and
purchased everything from school supplies, dolls and
racing cars, kitchen and personal care items, to flip flops, tshirts and socks. Your shipping donations will help cover
the cost to send boxes weighing over 300 pounds to
Honduras. Holy Family is blessed to have so many kind
and generous parishioners. Your continued support for the
poor of our sister parish in Honduras is truly amazing.

LECTORS NEEDED FOR
NEW FALL TERM
We are seeking five (5) new or returning
lectors for a new three (3) year term
beginning in October 2019. Prayerfully
consider serving in this ministry. Training
will be provided on Wednesday, Oct 1,
at 6:45p.m. in the Main Church.
Please call Teresa Doyle Smith, Pastoral
Associate, at the rectory (781-878-0160) for more
information.

Eleventh Annual Dinner – Celebration of the
Priesthood – Thursday, Sept. 19, 2019
Supporting the Clergy Health and Retirement Trust
The Annual Celebration of the Priesthood Dinner to support
the Clergy Health and Retirement Trust will be held on
Thursday, September 19 at the Seaport World Trade
Center. Tickets are $350 per person. Please call 617-7793733 if you are interested in purchasing a ticket.
This year’s event will feature remarks by His Eminence
Cardinal Seán O’Malley.

OFFERTORY GIVING
Parishioners have asked to have their Offertory payments
made to Holy Family directly. The easiest and most cost
effective way is to go to your online bill pay and set up a
recurring payment to Holy Family Parish. Please make
sure on the memo line you give your name and
envelope # and the word “OFFERTORY” . This will
ensure that we credit your account here at Holy Family and
your personal banking info stays with your bank! Please
call Anne Marie Kennedy, Finance & Operations Manager
at 781-878-0160 for further information.

Feeling hurt, angry, or demoralized
about the sexual abuse crisis plaguing
the Catholic Church? Our parish wants
to help, and that’s why we’ve ordered
copies of a new book for everyone in
the parish. It’s titled Letter to a
Suffering Church: A Bishop Speaks on the Sexual Abuse
Crisis by Bishop Robert Barron. We invite you to pick up
your free copy after any of the Masses on the weekend of
September 14/15.
A discussion on the book for people who are interested will
be Sunday, October 6, 2019, from 2:30—4:30 p.m. in the
school hall. Call Teresa for more information at the rectory
781-878-0160.

HANDS TO HONDURAS
2020 MISSION
TRIP
All are welcome to attend an
informational meeting for
the 14th Hands to Honduras
mission trip to Juticalpa,
Olancho, Honduras. Consider joining the Holy Family
team for the chance of a lifetime to make a
difference in the lives of the poor who are waiting
and anxious to meet you!
The 2020 mission trip dates are:
Thursday, April 16, 2020 through
Saturday, April 25, 2020
Experienced team members are available to share
their experiences and answer any questions you may
have. Please come to the informational night to learn
more about the trip.

INFORMATION NIGHT
HONDURAS 2020 MISSION TRIP
Holy Family Church – St. Joseph Center Bethlehem
Sunday, August 25, 2019 at 6:15 p.m.
Please email Susan Matthews at
smatthews25@verizon.net if you plan to attend or
if you are interested but unable to attend the
meeting.
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Mike Quirk, Financial Advisor
Regina Quirk, Financial Advisor

Warming Homes for Over 150 Years

135 Union Street
Rockland Massachusetts 02370

Providing the local community with Financial & Estate
Planning, Retirement Strategies and Wealth Management.
Our goal is to be your trusted partner as you plan
for your financial future.

Tomorrow does come... why not plan for it?
Registered Representative Securities offered through Cambridge Investment
Research Inc., A Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisor
Representative Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered
Investment Advisor.Cambridge and Strategic Financial Services are not affiliated.
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• WILLS
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• ESTATE PLANNING
Attorney David M. Spillane

Offices in
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A Catholic school educating Preschool through Grade 8
Where Faith, Friendships, and Futures are Formed

100 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY.

QUEALY & SON FUNERAL HOME
www.quealyandson.com

(781) 878-2112

Complimentary Online Obituary/Guest Book/Webcasting
Insurance Assignments Accepted

Located 1.5 mi. from Holy Family Church
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Enroll Online for 2019 - 2020
Preschool and Pre-K programs and Full-Day Kindergarten
Before and After School Childcare • Technology Rich Environment
455 Plymouth Street, Abington, MA 02351 • 781-878-8482

www.stbridgetschool.us
Holy Family, Rockland, MA
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