
 

Live Weekday Masses 

Cancelled during Corvid 19 Pandemic 

 

Lord’s Day Mass Online Only 

 

Online Masses thru WRPSTV Cable and  

HolyFamilyRockland.org YouTube are available for all. 

 

Mary’s Chapel  is open for prayer daily from 6:00 am — 6:00 pm. 

During the Corvid 19 Pandemic, we request that all 

follow social distancing guidelines; 6 feet apart and no more than 10 

people in the church at one time. 

Comunidade Brasileira — Bem Vindo!  

Para maiores informações contactar pelo tel:  (781) 871-5754. 

 

Confessions/Reconciliation:  During the Pandemic, Please call the rectory for an 

appointment. 

 

Baptismal Arrangements:  Parents register for baptism by contacting  

 Mrs. Elizabeth Davis at 781-871-1244. 

 

Marriage Arrangements:  Couples should arrange an interview with one of 

the priests of the parish at least six months prior to 

the planned wedding date. 

 

Sacrament of the Anointing Especially prior to entering hospital, call the  

of the sick:  rectory. 

 

Last Rites of the Church for 

the Dying:  Call the Rectory. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul:  Call 781-792-0168 and follow taped directions 

Alcoholics Anonymous:  Cancelled during Pandemic.  Call contact. 

 

Narcotics Anonymous: Cancelled during Pandemic.  Call contact. 

To all to our online services.  These include daily 

and Sunday Masses during the  Corvid 19 Pan-

demic.  Please read the bulletin for details. 

Online registrations are available that can be printed and mailed in 

to  the Rectory, 403 Union Street, Rockland, Mass.  02370 

403 Union Street 

Rockland, MA 02370 

(781) 878-0160 

www.holyfamilyrockland.org 

Pastor  Rev. James F. Hickey 

Parochial Vicar  Rev. James J. O’Driscoll 

Parochial Vicar, Rev. Valdir Mesquita 

  Brazilian Ministry   Ferreira Lima 

 

Priest in Residence Rev. Kevin Hickey 

Pastoral Associate  Ms. Teresa Doyle Smith 

Dir. Religious Ed.  Mrs. Elizabeth Davis 

Director of Music  Mr. Robert Kirby 

Finance & Operations Ms. Anne Marie Kennedy 

          Manager 

 

Parish Secretaries  Mrs. Kathleen Small 

 Mrs. Mary Corrieri 

 Ms. Brenda Callahan 

 

Rectory  ..................................... (781) 878-0160 

Fax  ............................................ (781) 871-6389 

Religious Ed.  ............................ (781) 871-1244 

Cemetery  ....................... (781) 878-2306 / 0160 



 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH, ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR 

Ivan McDonald, Helen Dwyer, The Deceased Members of  

the McGuiness Family, Steven Gobbis 

 

 Fr. Hickey will celebrate the Mass for this Sunday   

privately.  It will be taped for public showing on 

Rockland Cable TV on Sunday, April 26th at 7:30 and  

10 a.m. and 5 p.m.  The  Mass Intentions for this week  

will be remembered at that private Mass.   In effect the  

Mass will be offered up for the repose of the souls of  

those names listed above. 

 

GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION 

 

Dear friends, peace! 

 

 We are now six weeks into the pandemic.  By letter and 

during our Masses on media I have asked you to keep up 

your weekly Offertory giving.  And you have!  Let me 

congratulate you for your loyalty manifested by your financial 

support.  Your Offertory giving, despite the impossibility of 

our worshipping together, is only 6.7% below the equivalent  

6 weeks a year ago.  That is simply wonderful!!  Allow me to 

encourage the effort of your dropping off your contributions at 

the rectory or by mail or online.  And thank you, thank you!!  

  

 Your Grand Annual giving is equally encouraging.  With 

8 weeks  remaining till the end of the Grand Annual you have 

given $113, 423, or 70.8% of our goal of $160,000.  

Considering the times we are in that is terrific.  Still, I’m 

asking you to see if we could bring in $5,822 each week until 

June 30th. 

 

 I am seriously aware that many of you are facing 

significant financial worries.  So, as always, I say: Just do the 

best you can.  Let us all stay devout, praying daily and 

placing our trust in Our Lord Jesus and His Blessed Mother 

Mary.  And know that your priests are praying for you and 

offering private Masses for you and the Church and the 

whole world every day.   

      God bless.   JFH 

  

BREADS AND WINE  

 

The Breads and Wine for the month of April are 

in memory of Beatrice Botelho and Eleanor 

Kawa lovingly donated by  

Kathy and Fred Kawa.  

Confessions during the Pandemic? 

 

Many of you have inquired about confession hoping to 

fulfill your “Easter Duty”.  Fr. Jim O’Driscoll and I feel it 

would be unwise for us to hear confessions given the 

need for safe distancing.  This is especially true for me 

since my immune system is compromised.  Please 

know, in this unprecedented crisis every Catholic 

should take time with Christ, pray the Act of Contrition 

devoutly and assume with complete confidence that He 

has forgiven one’s sins, yes, even mortal sins.  When 

the Covid-19 pandemic is over, one should then seek 

to confess and receive absolution especially if one’s sin

(s) was mortal.  Also, this time of danger can cause us 

to worry about past sins.  The advice above holds true 

for relieving every worry about past failures.  And, 

again, as things return to normal Fr. O’Driscoll and I will 

happily hear your confessions again.  God bless. 

 

   In Jesus’ Name,    JFH 

Daily Mass, Classes and Prayer Services with Fr James 

O'Driscoll  on Facebook (James O'Driscoll) and parish 

YouTube channel (Holy Family Church Rockland, MA) 

 

Daily Mass, except Sundays, 9AM live Facebook and 

recorded on Facebook and parish YouTube 

 

Classes and Prayer Services April 19-25 at 2pm. 

 

Monday-Office of Readings from Liturgy of the Hours; 

Octave of Easter and Divine Mercy Sunday 

Tuesday-Catechism Themes: Hope 

Wednesday-Guided Spiritual Reading; Thirst For Prayer by 

Fr Jacques Philippe 

Thursday-Youth Catechism:(YouCat): Are Faith and 

Reason Incompatible? 

Friday-Stations of the Resurrection 

Saturday-Adult Catechesis "Theology101":The Trinity– 4pm 

April 26 – The Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Today’s gospel takes place on the Road to Emmaus, a 

road out of town.  Two disciples very discouraged by Je-

sus’ death have an encounter with Christ that changed 

them forever.  The  passage is worth reading again – and 

again: “he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave 

it to themH.their eyes were opened and they recognized 

him, but he vanished from their sight.  Then they said to 

each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within usH?’”  

Notice how their sadness and fear turned to joy in the 

breaking of the bread.  Jesus is with us at every Mass in 

the breaking of the bread: Eucharist.  Do you recognize 

him there?  Please see Family Notes on the devotion 

called “Spiritual Communion.”  This is a time to use it since 

receiving sacramentally is not possible for us. 



 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER, APRIL 26, 2020 

FAMILY NOTES, III Sunday of Easter, April 26, 2020 

  

 

 

 

 

WELCOMING JESUS 

 

As you may know many fundamentalist Christians invite Jesus into their lives during what is called “an altar call”, during 

which one accepts Jesus as saving Lord.  A friend of mine, in the process of considering conversion to Catholicism asked 

why Catholics don’t have an “altar call?”  The answer is we do!  At every Mass we can approach the altar upon which 

Jesus Christ is actually present and welcome Him into our lives as our Lord and Savior.  Baptized into Christ and receiving 

Him, Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity in the Eucharist we know that “whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s” (Romans 

14:8).  Indeed, you and I can say, “I live by faith in the Son of God who has loved me and given himself up for me” (See 

Galatians 2:20).  But now we face a problem, a big one.  We are not able to receive Holy Communion.  But there is a 

solution. 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 

Even though the pandemic prohibits us access to the sacrament of the Eucharist, our tradition, long ago, precisely in 

situations like the one we are in now, offered a marvelous solution.  “Spiritual Communion” is a devotion which replicates 

the attitude and prayer of someone actually able to receive sacramentally.  At the time of Holy Communion during the 

Mass on video one should focus entirely on Jesus, as one would after receiving Him sacramentally.  A form of the prayer 

which one might pray is printed below.  More than one person has expressed joy and happiness at this way of entering 

into union with Jesus. 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

 

 My Jesus,  

 I believe that You  

 are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

 I love You above all things,  

 and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

 Since I cannot at this moment receive 

 You sacramentally,  

 come at least spiritually into my heart. 

 I embrace You as if You  

 were already there and unite 

 myself wholly to You. 

 Never permit me to be separated  

 from You      

 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

GO FUND ME 

 

I have been uplifted and blessed by the goodwill and initiative of a parishioner who learning of the damage to the windows 

in the Church and the rectory set up a “GoFundMe” page, requesting people’s contributing toward their restoration.  Once 

I understood what was happening, I asked that parishioner to take the page down.  The reason is simple.  The damage 

will be covered by our insurance.  So, I am also asking that the folks who contributed to allow that the money they donated 

be added to our Offertory Collection.  As you and I know that is our regular and essential and weekly system of Parish 

support.  Because we cannot have public Masses everyone is coming to understand that giving each week to the Offertory 

and gifts to the Grand Annual Collection are critical for our survival; perhaps more than ever before.  So, thanks to the 

initiator and the folks who gave to the Go Fund Me initiative and thanks for their allowing the gifts to go toward our 

Offertory. 

 

              God bless.  JFH 



 

APRIL 26, 2020 

An Update for Our Students on the 

      Liturgical Calendar 

Dear Students: I miss you!! I am praying that you 

all are well, taking good care of yourself, figuring 

out how to go to school online �, and finding new 

ways of being creative and having fun!! I also hope 

that you are watching Mass with Father Hickey 

each week online. You can find it on our website, 

along with all your Religious Ed. lessons and 

activities at: holyfamilyrockland.org 

I wanted to share with you some thoughts about 

these next 7 weeks of Easter – if you and I were 

together, we would be looking at our big 

Liturgical Calendar at school and talking about 

what comes next, now that we have finished Lent 

and Holy Week and celebrated Christ’s rising from 

the dead for us on Easter Sunday!  

 

So here goes: (Close your eyes and imagine me speaking to you & pointing to our calendar!) 

#1 The fifty days from Easter Sunday (April 12) to Pentecost Sunday (May 31) are celebrated in joy as 

one feast day, indeed as one "great Sunday." These are the days above all others in which the Alleluia is 

sung. 

 

#2 The Sundays of this time of year are considered to be Sundays of Easter and are called, after Easter 

Sunday itself, the Second (Also called Divine Mercy Sunday), Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh 

Sundays of Easter. This sacred period of fifty days concludes with Pentecost Sunday. 

 

#3 The first eight days of Easter Time constitute the Octave of Easter and are celebrated as Solemnities 

of the Lord, from April 12 to April 18.  

 

#4 On the fortieth day after Easter we celebrate the Ascension of Our Lord into 

Heaven (May 21). It is a Holy Day of Obligation, which means we go to Mass 

to celebrate this great feast. You can watch online from our website – we have 

all the Masses posted there.  

 

#5 The nine weekdays from the Ascension (May 21) up to and including the 

Saturday before Pentecost (May 30)  prepare for the coming of the Holy Spirit, 

the Paraclete on Pentecost Sunday (May 31), when the Holy Spirit came down 

in tongues of fire upon the apostles enabling them to speak in many languages. 

The Holy Spirit also gave the apostles the other gifts and fruits necessary to 

fulfill the great commission - to go out and preach the Gospel to all nations. 

We will talk about this great feast as we get closer to it.  

 

#6 The liturgical color that priests wear for Easter when they celebrate Mass is white.  



 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER,  APRIL 26, 2020 

 

COVID-19: A PRAYER OF SOLIDARITY 

  

 

      For all who have contracted coronavirus, 

       We pray for care and healing. 

      For those who are particularly vulnerable, 

       We pray for safety and protection. 

      For all who experience fear or anxiety, 

       We pray for peace of mind and spirit. 

      For affected families who are facing difficult decisions between food on the table or public safety, 

       We pray for policies that recognize their plight. 

      For those who do not have adequate health insurance, 

       We pray that no family will face financial burdens alone. 

      For those who are afraid to access care due to immigration status, 

       We pray for recognition of the God-given dignity of all. 

      For our brothers and sisters around the world, 

       We pray for shared solidarity. 

      For public officials and decision makers, 

       We pray for wisdom and guidance. 

      Father, during this time may your Church be a sign of hope, comfort and love to all. 

       Grant peace. 

       Grant comfort. 

       Grant healing. 

        Be with us, Lord. 

      Amen. 

  

Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. All rights reserved. This text may be reproduced in whole or in part 

without alteration for nonprofit educational use, provided such reprints are not sold and include this notice. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

              

           WATCH -NOW PLAYING 

           St. Catherine of Siena: The Mystic 

 

                                           Free 

From Bishop Barron's WORD ON FIRE today through April29,2020  

              https://special.wordonfire.org/st-catherine-book 

 

St. Catherine of Siena, a Doctor of the Church, was a laywoman associated with the  

Dominican Order, 3/25/1347-4/291480. She was a mystic, activist and author who had  

a great influence on Italian literature and the Catholic Church. 
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