
Public Masses During The Pandemic 

 

Sunday Mass for Americans at 10:00 AM. Sign-up is necessary 

either online at www.holyfamilyrockland.org or by calling  

781-871-1244. 

 

Sunday Mass for Brazilians at 7:00 PM: Sign-up necessary. 

Pelo tel: 781-871-5754 

 

Weekday Mass for Americans: 9:00 AM, Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday.  Must register at the door.  Church is open on those days 

from 8:00 - 10:00 AM. 

 

Weekday Mass for Brazilians: Wednesdays at 7:00 PM, must 

register at the door. 

 

We must follow social distancing guidelines: 

6 feet apart and masks are required at all times. 

 

Confessions/Reconciliation:  During the Pandemic, Please call the rectory for an 

appointment. 

 

Baptismal Arrangements:  Parents register for baptism by contacting  

 Mrs. Elizabeth Davis at 781-871-1244. 

 

Marriage Arrangements:  Couples should arrange an interview with one of 

the priests of the parish at least six months prior to 

the planned wedding date. 

 

Sacrament of the Anointing Especially prior to entering hospital, call the  

of the sick:  rectory. 

 

Last Rites of the Church for 

the Dying:  Call the Rectory. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul:  Call 781-792-0168 and follow taped directions 

Alcoholics Anonymous:  Cancelled during Pandemic.  Call contact. 

 

Narcotics Anonymous: Cancelled during Pandemic.  Call contact. 
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH, ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS 

BREADS AND WINE  

The Breads and Wine for the month of June 

are in memory of the deceased members of 

the O’Driscoll family lovingly donated by 

family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for 

Kevin Manning, Annie McGunagle,  

Nicholas Trabazan,  

 

Fr. Hickey and Fr. O’Driscoll will continue to celebrate  

Mass on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Main Church and  

Mary’s Chapel with a limited number of parishioners  

in attendance.  Mass will also be taped for public  

showing on Rockland Cable TV on Sundays at  

7:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.  The Mass Intentions for  

each week will be remembered at both the public and  

taped Masses.  In effect the Mass will be offered up for  

the repose of the souls of those names listed above.  

Remember to attend the public Mass you must register 

in advance online to www.holyfamilyrockland.org  

and click on the link for SignUpGenius on Monday  

after 5 PM or by calling 781-871-1244.  

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THE RECENTLY 

DEPARTED 

Carol McDermott and all who have died during the 

Covid -19 Pandemic. 

Readings for the week of June 28, 2020 

 

Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19 

[2a]/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37-42 

Monday: Acts 12:1-11/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [5b]/2 Tm 

4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19 

Tuesday: Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12/Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8 [9a]/Mt 

8:23-27 

Wednesday: Am 5:14-15, 21-24/Ps 50:7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-

13, 16bc-17 [23b]/Mt 8:28-34 

Thursday: Am 7:10-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10cd]/Mt 9:1-8 

Friday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 20:24-29 

Saturday: Am 9:11-15/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 

9b]/Mt 9:14-17 

Next Sunday: Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14 [cf. 

1]/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-3 

Daily Mass, Classes and Prayer Services with Fr 

James O'Driscoll on Facebook (James O'Driscoll) and 

parish YouTube channel (Holy Family Church, 

Rockland, MA) 

 

Daily Mass, except Sundays, 8:15 a.m. and mid-day prayer 

late mornings. Both on Facebook. 

 

Classes and Prayer Services June 28—July 4,  2p.m. 

 

Sunday-Office of Readings from Liturgy of the Hours.  

Morning Prayer at 8:15 a.m. 

Monday-Catechism Themes: Prayer 

Tuesday-Bible Study: First Letter of Peter 

Wednesday-Guided Spiritual Reading; Thirst for Prayer by 

Fr Jacques Philippe 

Thursday-Youth Catechism:(YouCat) 

Friday- Bible Devotion and Benediction 

Saturday-Adult Catechesis :Evening Prayer and Vigil Mass 

at 4 p.m. 

OUR OFFERTORY 

 Your response to my urging to contribute every week 

to the Offertory by mail, drop off at the rectory or online has 

been absolutely wonderful.  I am enormously grateful to 

you for your generosity and to Our Lord who continues to 

lead and inspire us.   

 Yet, there is the danger that as last Sunday the 

pandemic allows only 179 of us instead of 1,112 to actually 

attend public Mass we could tend to forget to give regularly 

and that would lead to financial problems. 

 So please keep up your generous love for Holy Family 

and Our Lord by contributing regularly without fail. 

 

GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION 

 

 Presently our Grand Annual Collection has taken in 

$142,166 or 88.8%% of our goal of $160,000.  It would be 

great if we could bring in that remaining $17,834 in the next 

2 days. That’s a lot especially considering your own 

economic issues and your amazing offertory consistency.  

So, please do your best.  And as always thanks, and  

God bless!     JFH 

 



THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

FAMILY NOTES, XIII Sunday in Ordinary Time, June 28, 2020 

 

 

FORMING CONSCIENCES FOR FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP 

 

In 2011, the bishops decided to re-release their 2007 document “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” 

with a fresh introductory note.  While the note doesn’t modify the document itself, it raises six “current and 

fundamental problems, some involving opposition to intrinsic evils and others raising serious moral questions.”  

 

They are: abortion and threats to the lives and dignity of the vulnerable, sick, or unwanted; threats to Catholic 

ministries, including health care, education, and social services, to violate their consciences or stop serving those 

in need; intensifying efforts to redefine marriage; unemployment, poverty, and debt; immigration; and wars, terror, 

and violence, particularly in the Middle East. 

 

In “Faithful Citizenship,” the bishops identify seven key themes of Catholic social teaching: 

 

1. “The dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society.”  Thus the Church’s stance 

on abortion, euthanasia, human cloning, destructive embryonic research, torture, unjust war, the death 

penalty, genocide and racism. 

 

2. “The family – based on marriage between a man and a woman – is the first and fundamental unit of society 

and is a sanctuary for the creation and nurturing of children.” 

 

3. “Human dignity is respected and the common good is fostered only if human rights are protected and basic 

responsibilities are met.”  

 

4. “While the common good embraces all, those who are weak, vulnerable, and most in need deserve 

preferential concern.  A basic moral test for our society is how we treat the most vulnerable in our midst.” 

5. “The economy must serve people, not the other way around.” 

 

6. “We are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences.  

We are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, wherever they may be.” 

 

7. “Care for the earth is a duty of our faith and a sign of our concern for all people.” 

 

The issue has arisen specifically in the case of abortion and euthanasia because these are concerned with the 

sanctity of life, which the Church believes should be reflected in society’s rule of law, defending “the basic right to 

life from conception to natural death.”  This right holds a “unique place” in Catholic social teaching, notes the 

prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, U.S. Cardinal William J. Levada, so that “there may be 

legitimate diversity of opinion even among Catholics about waging war and applying the death penalty, but not 

with regard to abortion and euthanasia.”  In order for a Catholic to be in full communion with the faith of the 

Church, therefore, he or she must accept this teaching; referring to laws which promote or authorize abortion and 

euthanasia, Pope John Paul II’s encyclical letter Evangelium Vitae (“The Gospel of Life”) says there is “a grave 

and clear obligation to oppose them by conscientious objection.”  

 

 

 

How to Defend the Faith without Raising Your Voice by Austen Ivereigh (Our Sunday Visitor, Huntington IN: 2012) 

pages 22-23. 

 

 

    

               Fr. O’Driscoll 



JUNE 28, 2020 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education News and Calendar 

Director of Religious Education: Mrs. Elizabeth Davis; Assistant: Mr. Bob Fullam 

Contact Information: Phone (781)-871-1244 or Email to holyfamilyreligioused@yahoo.com 

 

 

          

 

 Feast of Corpus Christi 2020 –  

 

   Feast of Corpus Christi 2021 

 

 

“And behold I am with you always, until the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) 

 

Cardinal Seán O’Malley has announced a Year of the Eucharist to bolster the faith of those who already believe 

in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist and to encourage those who struggle with this belief. 

 

As we prepare for our Second Grade Students to make their First Holy Communion in August we invite 

everyone at Holy Family to take these next few weeks to pray for them but also to recommit ourselves to our 

understanding of the Eucharist – the source and summit of our Catholic faith. Over the next few Sundays, I will 

be sharing some simple ideas from various resources to help with this understanding. There will also be 

resources for all ages available on our website at: holyfamilyrockland.org 

 

What is Holy Eucharist? (Adapted from the YOUCAT) 

• Holy Eucharist is the sacrament in which Jesus Christ gives his Body and Blood—

Himself—for us, so that we too might give ourselves to Him in love and be united with Him 

in Holy Communion. In this way we are joined with the one Body of Christ, the Church. 

• Eucharist is a sacrament of initiation of the Catholic Church (First Communion).  

• When we eat the broken Bread, we unite ourselves with the love of Jesus, who gave His 

Body for us on the wood of the Cross;  

• When we drink from the Chalice, we unite ourselves with Him who poured out His Blood out of love for us.  

• Jesus Himself celebrated the Last Supper with His disciples and therein anticipated His death; He gave 

himself to His disciples under the signs of bread and wine and commanded them from then on, after His 

death, to celebrate the Eucharist. “Do this in remembrance of me” (1 Cor 11:24). 

 

Cardinal Sean writes that,  

 

• “At the Last Supper, Christ gave us the priesthood so He could be present everywhere in the world, not just 

in Jerusalem, but in every age and time.  

• Through the Eucharist, we have direct contact with the Lord at the celebration of Mass and in prayer 

before the Blessed Sacrament.  

• When we visit our churches at times other than the celebration of Mass, we can see the red glow of the 

sanctuary lamp and know that Jesus is there for us.  

• He is always waiting silently and lovingly, ready to receive us and console us.” 

 

 

“I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; 

and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.” John 6:51 

 

 

 



THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

  

Please remember to donate to Holy Family's St. Vincent 

de Paul Society during this time of  

COVID-19 with its economic uncertainty and struggles 

for our unemployed and poor neighbors in Rockland.  

The St. Vincent de Paul food pantry receives phone 

calls everyday form folks in need of food and assistance 

with rent, utility bills and other necessaries of life 

 

Please make contributions/checks to the  

St. Vincent de Paul Society. Your check or cash may 

be left at the parish rectory or mailed to St. Vincent de 

Paul, Holy Family, 403 Union St., Rockland, MA 02370. 

All donated funds are used to assist residences of 

Rockland. 

 

If you have any questions, please call the St. Vincent de 

Paul's food pantry at 1-781-792-0168.  Thank you for 

your continued support of the Society. 

HOMEBOUND AND ILL PARISHIONERS 

  

    Parishioners who are homebound and or ill and would 

like a Eucharistic Minister to call you once a week for a 

time of community, prayer service and Spiritual 

Communion please email Teresa Doyle Smith at 

teresadoylesmithholyfamily@yahoo.com or leave a 

message at the Religious Education Office  

1-781-871-1244. Teresa will contact you to make 

arrangements with a Eucharistic Minister. 

Confessions during the Pandemic? 

  

Many of you have inquired about confession hoping to 

fulfill your “Easter Duty”.  Fr. Jim O’Driscoll and I feel it 

would be unwise for us to hear confessions given the 

need for safe distancing.  This is especially true for me 

since my immune system is compromised.  Please 

know, in this unprecedented crisis every Catholic should 

take time with Christ, pray the Act of Contrition devoutly 

and assume with complete confidence that He has 

forgiven one’s sins, yes, even mortal sins.  When the 

Covid-19 pandemic is over, one should then seek to 

confess and receive absolution especially if one’s sin(s) 

was mortal.  Also, this time of danger can cause us to 

worry about past sins.  The advice above holds true for 

relieving every worry about past failures.  And, again, as 

things return to normal Fr. O’Driscoll and I will happily 

hear your confessions again.  God bless.  

 

     In Jesus’ Name,  JFH 

REQUEST FOR EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Holy Family Parish is working diligently to update our email 

files to make quick communication with our parishioners a 

reality.  There are two ways to do this. 

1. Go directly to holyfamilrockland@yahoo.com and email 

it to us or visit our website at 

www.holyfamilyrockland.org to register. We understand 

that not all have emails and that is fine.  However, if you 

do, sharing it with us would be very helpful.  You can 

alsoN. 

2. Please fill out the form below with your name and email 

address. 

We appreciate your help and consideration of this request.  

Thank you! 

 

Name:__________________________________________ 

 

 

Email:___________________________________________ 

CORI RETURNS 

Holy Family Parish volunteers are asked to please send your 

2020 renewal forms to the rectory as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your assistance.  Thank you for your 

assistance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know: Common sense is not that common. 

 

It is naïve to presume that people automatically know 

boundaries so organizations and families don’t have to spell 

them out.  Dioceses, schools, parishes, and especially 

families, must educate themselves and others on how to 

protect children. 

 

Did you know:  Child sexual abuse can be prevented. 

 

Awareness that child sexual abuse exists and can exist 

anywhere is a start.  It is then critical to build safety barriers 

around children and young people to keep them from harm.  

These barriers come in the form of protective guardians, 

codes of conduct, background evaluations, policies and 

procedures, and safety training programs. 

 

 

“The Church loves all her children like a loving mother, but 

cares for all and protects with a special affection those who 

are smallest and defenseless.  This is the duty that Christ 

himself entrusted to the entire Christian community as a 

whole.  Aware of this, the Church is especially vigilant in 

protecting children and vulnerable adults.”  - Pope Francis 
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