
Public Masses During The Pandemic 

 

Sunday Mass for Americans at 10:00 AM. Sign-up is necessary 

either online at www.holyfamilyrockland.org or by calling  

781-871-1244. 

 

Sunday Mass for Brazilians at 7:00 PM: Sign-up necessary. 

Pelo tel: 781-871-5754 

 

Weekday Mass for Americans: 9:00 AM, Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday.  Must register at the door.  Church is open on those days 

from 8:00 - 10:00 AM. 

 

Weekday Mass for Brazilians: Wednesdays at 7:00 PM, must 

register at the door. 

 

We must follow social distancing guidelines: 

6 feet apart and masks are required at all times. 

 

Confessions/Reconciliation:  During the Pandemic, Please call the rectory for an 

appointment. 

 

Baptismal Arrangements:  Parents register for baptism by contacting  

 Mrs. Elizabeth Davis at 781-871-1244. 

 

Marriage Arrangements:  Couples should arrange an interview with one of 

the priests of the parish at least six months prior to 

the planned wedding date. 

 

Sacrament of the Anointing Especially prior to entering hospital, call the  

of the sick:  rectory. 

 

Last Rites of the Church for 

the Dying:  Call the Rectory. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul:  Call 781-792-0168 and follow taped directions 

Alcoholics Anonymous:  Cancelled during Pandemic.  Call contact. 

 

Narcotics Anonymous: Cancelled during Pandemic.  Call contact. 
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH, ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS 

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH PRAYER LINE 

 

Your intentions will be remembered in prayer by the 

whole community of the Sisters of St. Joseph and 

Associates.  Your petitions of need or expressions of 

gratitude will be included in our daily prayer. 

 

Call and ask for prayers for someone you know.  

  

1-617-746-2054 

 

Hours: Monday—Friday 9:00 AM—4:00 PM 

 

On weekends & after 4:00 PM, you may leave a prayer 

request message or visit www.csjboston.org.  

BREADS AND WINE  

The Breads and Wine for this week of July are 

in memory of the deceased members of the 

O’Driscoll family lovingly donated by family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for 

Mary L. Dutra 

 

Fr. Hickey and Fr. O’Driscoll will continue to celebrate  

Mass on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Main Church and  

Mary’s Chapel with a limited number of parishioners  

in attendance.  Mass will also be taped for public  

showing on Rockland Cable TV on Sundays at  

7:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.  The Mass Intentions for  

each week will be remembered at both the public and  

taped Masses.  In effect the Mass will be offered up for  

the repose of the souls of those names listed above.  

 

Remember to attend the public Mass you must register 

in advance online to www.holyfamilyrockland.org  

and click on the link for SignUpGenius on Monday  

after 5 PM or by calling 781-871-1244.  

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THE RECENTLY 

DEPARTED 

 

John Seymour and all who have died during the  

Covid -19 Pandemic. 

Readings for the week of July 5, 2020 

 

Sunday: Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14 [cf. 1]/

Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30 

Monday: Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 

[8a]/Mt 9:18-26 

Tuesday: Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-8, 9-10 

[9a]/Mt 9:32-38 

Wednesday: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [4b]/

Mt 10:1-7 

Thursday: Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16 [4b]/

Mt 10:7-15 

Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 and 17 

[17b]/Mt 10:16-23 

Saturday: Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Mt 10:24-33 

Next Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 [Lk 8:8]/

Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9 

Daily Mass, Classes and Prayer Services with Fr 

James O'Driscoll on Facebook (James O'Driscoll) and 

parish YouTube channel (Holy Family Church, 

Rockland, MA) 

 

Daily Mass, except Sundays, 8:15 a.m. and mid-day prayer 

late mornings. Both on Facebook. 

 

Classes and Prayer Services July 5 - July 11,  2p.m. 

 

Sunday-Office of Readings from Liturgy of the Hours.  

Morning Prayer at 8:15 a.m. 

Monday-Catechism Themes: Prayer 

Tuesday-Bible Study: First Letter of Peter 

Wednesday-Guided Spiritual Reading; Thirst for Prayer by 

Fr Jacques Philippe 

Thursday-Youth Catechism:(YouCat) 

Friday- Bible Devotion and Benediction 

Saturday-Adult Catechesis :Evening Prayer and Vigil Mass 

a�������� 

Summer Blessing for Families 

 

May we make our homes places of relaxation, 

joy, love, peace and safety. 

May we be generous and considerate, 

not thinking only about ourselves, but  

helping others enjoy the blessings of the summertime. 

Lord God, Creator of all things, guide our steps and 

strengthen our hearts during these months of summer 

and vacation days. 

Grant us refreshment of mind and body. 

May we constantly strive to make a meaningful 

difference in the lives of our loved ones and in the 

world around us as we enjoy the warm days of 

summertime. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.     

Amen. 

 

From Catholic Review 



FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

FAMILY NOTES, XIV Sunday in Ordinary Time, July 5, 2020 

 

A true story for fathers and mothers. 

 

 

MARRIAGE 

Dan and Michelle Schachle met in prison.  He was a guard and she was a single mother of two working in the 

administrative office.  They fell in love and on the day of their wedding Michelle became a Catholic.  She says, 

“Dan married the three of us.”  He adopted her daughters.  They never planned a big family, but they now have 

13! 

 

FAITH 

Michelle struggled with Catholic truths like the Blessed Mother and the saints but not with the teaching on 

abortion.   

She became pregnant in 2014.  That was December 31

st

.  On February 25, 2015 they discovered that their still 

unborn child had zero chance of living more than a few days or weeks.  Initially they found out that the baby had 

Down Syndrome.  That didn’t bother them.  Dan said, “It didn’t matter to us.  It’s actually a gift to our family.”  

The problem was that the baby had a severe case of fetal hydrops, a life-threatening condition of an abnormal 

buildup of fluids.  The doctor said, “I’ve been doing this for 30 years and I’ve never seen anybody survive.”  To 

have hydrops and Downs together means “it’s over.”  Since there was no hope, the doctors advised abortion.  

For a moment Michelle says she thought about abortion, and then it was gone.  They turned to prayer. 

 

FATHER MC GIVNEY 

Dan is a Knight of Columbus.  The founder of the Knights, Father Michael McGivney, a heroic parish priest in 

Connecticut in the 19

th

 century, is up for canonization, and needed a miracle to advance his cause to being 

declared blessed.  Michelle said, “Dan looked at me and said, ‘Father McGivney needs a miracle.  I just prayed 

that if Father McGivney save him, I’m going to name him Michael.’”  They had all kinds of people pray to Fr. 

McGivney and went on a Knights’ pilgrimage to Rome and Fatima, with prayers and Masses all through the trip.  

Four days after coming home they had another ultrasound.  Michelle says, “I was pretty scared, the ultrasound 

technician kept looking and looking, she was taking a long time.”  Finally the technician showed them the baby’s 

face, and said, “This is the prettiest baby I’ve ever seen!”  The buildup of fluid that had caused swelling in the 

baby’s body and face previously was gone.  The doctor they saw that day, part of a team, hadn’t seen them 

before and began to talk about when the child was to be born.  Michelle asked about the fluid crisis.  When the 

doctor realized who they were, she consulted her colleagues who confirmed that fetal hydrops was gone.  

Michelle says, “It was just there and then it was gone.  We were just pregnant with a baby with Down Syndrome.”   

 

Michael McGivney Schachle was born May 15, 2015.  Like most babies with Downs he has had several medical 

problems to overcome.  Today they are under control and he is a healthy little five-year-old.  Dan said, “We know 

this isn’t anything we’ve done.  Millions of people have been praying for Father McGivney.  We’re the happy 

beneficiaries.  We have Michael.  Michael has changed our life.”    The Pilot, June 19, 2020. 

 

Dear friends,  

Miracles happen.  Christ our Lord taught us to pray with confident faith.  That we should have as partners in 

prayer, not only members of the Church on earth but also the saints in heaven and even the souls in purgatory, 

is based on the fact that we are all one Body in Christ.  May this little story of Michael’s miraculous healing lead 

us to trust in prayer and to ask the saints to be our partners in prayer.  Take the “Hail Mary” as the example of 

invoking Heaven’s help through her who brought Heaven to earth. 

 

                JFH.  



JULY 5, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education News and Calendar 

Director of Religious Education: Mrs. Elizabeth Davis; Assistant: Mr. Bob Fullam 

Contact Information: Phone (781)-871-1244 or Email to holyfamilyreligioused@yahoo.com 

 

Sacramental Updates Summer/Fall 2020 

FIRST COMMUNION: 
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CONFIRMATION: 

Confirmation will be held on Monday, September 28, 2020 at 7:00 PM in the Main 

Church at Holy Family. You will be arranged in pews by family, maintaining the required  

6 ft. social distancing all around you. There will not be room for outside guests at this time. 

Masks will be required for all family members over the age of 5. 

 

There will be a required Parent/Guardian - Student Meeting on Monday,  

September 21, 2020 at 7:00 PM in the Main Church. We will be reviewing our study of 

Confirmation and having a brief rehearsal for Confirmation. All attendees must wear masks.  

 

 

 

BAPTISM: 

We are grateful for your patience. After working with the Diocese and the safety 

guideline they put forth we are ready to begin welcoming families for Baptism. We 

look forward to meeting you and welcoming your beautiful babies into the Church.  

 

Baptism is the greatest gift you can give your child. The gift of beginning their faith 

journey, of welcoming them into the Catholic Church, marking them with the 

indelible mark as a child of God and anointing  them with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

(Wisdom, Right Judgement, Understanding, Knowledge, Courage, Reverence for the 

Lord and Wonder and Awe).  

 

Baptisms will be held on Tuesday and Friday evenings at 7:00 PM in the Main 

Church. We will be scheduling one family each evening. Please call 781-871-1244 

to get all the information and to have the sign-up link emailed to you.  

 



FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

  

Please remember to donate to Holy Family's St. Vincent 

de Paul Society during this time of  

COVID-19 with its economic uncertainty and struggles 

for our unemployed and poor neighbors in Rockland.  

The St. Vincent de Paul food pantry receives phone 

calls everyday form folks in need of food and assistance 

with rent, utility bills and other necessaries of life 

 

Please make contributions/checks to the  

St. Vincent de Paul Society. Your check or cash may 

be left at the parish rectory or mailed to St. Vincent de 

Paul, Holy Family, 403 Union St., Rockland, MA 02370. 

All donated funds are used to assist residences of 

Rockland. 

 

If you have any questions, please call the St. Vincent de 

Paul's food pantry at 1-781-792-0168.  Thank you for 

your continued support of the Society. 

HOMEBOUND AND ILL PARISHIONERS 

  

    Parishioners who are homebound and or ill and would 

like a Eucharistic Minister to call you once a week for a 

time of community, prayer service and Spiritual 

Communion please email Teresa Doyle Smith at 

teresadoylesmithholyfamily@yahoo.com or leave a 

message at the Religious Education Office  

1-781-871-1244. Teresa will contact you to make 

arrangements with a Eucharistic Minister. 

Confessions during the Pandemic? 

  

Many of you have inquired about confession hoping to 

fulfill your “Easter Duty”.  Fr. Jim O’Driscoll and I feel it 

would be unwise for us to hear confessions given the 

need for safe distancing.  This is especially true for me 

since my immune system is compromised.  Please 

know, in this unprecedented crisis every Catholic should 

take time with Christ, pray the Act of Contrition devoutly 

and assume with complete confidence that He has 

forgiven one’s sins, yes, even mortal sins.  When the 

Covid-19 pandemic is over, one should then seek to 

confess and receive absolution especially if one’s sin(s) 

was mortal.  Also, this time of danger can cause us to 

worry about past sins.  The advice above holds true for 

relieving every worry about past failures.  And, again, as 

things return to normal Fr. O’Driscoll and I will happily 

hear your confessions again.  God bless.  

 

     In Jesus’ Name,  JFH 

REQUEST FOR EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Holy Family Parish is working diligently to update our email 

files to make quick communication with our parishioners a 

reality.  There are two ways to do this. 

1. Go directly to holyfamilrockland@yahoo.com and email 

it to us or visit our website at 

www.holyfamilyrockland.org to register. We understand 

that not all have emails and that is fine.  However, if you 

do, sharing it with us would be very helpful.  You can 

alsoJ. 

2. Please fill out the form below with your name and email 

address. 

We appreciate your help and consideration of this request.  

Thank you! 

 

Name:__________________________________________ 

 

 

Email:___________________________________________ 

CORI RETURNS 

Holy Family Parish volunteers are asked to please send your 

2020 renewal forms to the rectory as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your assistance.  Thank you for your 

assistance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know: The residual effects of having been  

     abused can last a lifetime. 

 

Those who have been abused seldom just “get over it.”  The 

sense of violation goes deep into a person’s psyche and 

feelings of anger, shame, hurt and betrayal can build long 

after the abuse has taken place.  Some have even described 

the feeling as if it has scarred their soul.  Those who have 

been abused can heal, but if often takes time, therapy and 

the support of loved ones.  As a Church, we can help 

support those who have been abused by keeping them in 

prayer and providing opportunities for healing. 

 

 

Did you know:  Feeling heard leads toward healing. 

 

Relief from hurt and anger often comes when one feels 

heard, when one’s pain and concerns are taken seriously, 

and a victim/survivor’s appropriate sense of rage and 

indignation are acknowledged.  Not being acknowledged 

contributes to a victim’s sense of being invisible, unimportant 

and unworthy; they are in some way revictimized. 
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