
Public Masses During The Pandemic 

 

Sunday Mass for Americans at 10:00 AM. Sign-up is necessary 

either online at www.holyfamilyrockland.org or by calling  

781-871-1244. 

 

Sunday Mass for Brazilians at 7:00 PM: Sign-up necessary. 

Pelo tel: 781-871-5754 

 

Weekday Mass for Americans: 9:00 AM, Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday.  Must register at the door.  Church is open on those days 

from 8:00 - 10:30 AM. 

The Church is closed: Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays. 

 

Weekday Mass for Brazilians: Wednesdays at 7:00 PM, must 

register at the door. 

 

We must follow social distancing guidelines: 

6 feet apart and masks are required at all times. 

 

Confessions/Reconciliation:  During the Pandemic, Please call the rectory for an 

appointment. 

 

Baptismal Arrangements:  Parents register for baptism by contacting  

 Mrs. Elizabeth Davis at 781-871-1244. 

 

Marriage Arrangements:  Couples should arrange an interview with one of 

the priests of the parish at least six months prior to 

the planned wedding date. 

 

Sacrament of the Anointing Especially prior to entering hospital, call the  

of the sick:  rectory. 

 

Last Rites of the Church for 

the Dying:  Call the Rectory. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul:  Call 781-792-0168 and follow taped directions 

Alcoholics Anonymous:  Cancelled during Pandemic.  Call contact. 

 

Narcotics Anonymous: Cancelled during Pandemic.  Call contact. 

403 Union Street 

Rockland, MA 02370 

(781) 878-0160 

www.holyfamilyrockland.org 

Pastor  Rev. James F. Hickey 

Parochial Vicar  Rev. James J. O’Driscoll 

Parochial Vicar, Rev. Valdir Mesquita 

  Brazilian Ministry   Ferreira Lima 

 

Priest in Residence Rev. Kevin Hickey 

Pastoral Associate  Ms. Teresa Doyle Smith 

Dir. Religious Ed.  Mrs. Elizabeth Davis 

Director of Music  Mr. Robert Kirby 

Finance & Operations Ms. Anne Marie Kennedy 

          Manager 

 

Parish Secretaries  Mrs. Kathleen Small 

 Mrs. Mary Corrieri 

 Ms. Brenda Callahan 

 

Rectory  ..................................... (781) 878-0160 

Fax  ............................................ (781) 871-6389 

Religious Ed.  ............................ (781) 871-1244 

Cemetery  ....................... (781) 878-2306 / 0160 



HOLY FAMILY PARISH, ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for 

Luke Leonard, Don Darling 

 

Fr. Hickey and Fr. O’Driscoll will continue to celebrate  

Mass on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Main Church and  

Mary’s Chapel with a limited number of parishioners  

in attendance.  Mass will also be taped for public  

showing on Rockland Cable TV (Channel 32  on  

Verizon and Channel 15 on Comcast) on Sundays at  

7:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.   

The Mass Intentions for each week will be remembered 

at both the public and taped Masses.  In effect the Mass 

will be offered up for the repose of the souls of those  

names listed above.  

 

Remember to attend the public Mass you must register  

by going online to www.holyfamilyrockland.org 

and click on the link for SignUpGenius on Monday  

after 5 PM or by calling 781-871-1244.  

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THE RECENTLY 

DEPARTED 

 

Eleanor Robbins, Edward Teehan, Manuel Sequeira, 

Robert Christie, Jr.  and all who have died during the  

Covid -19 Pandemic. 

Readings for the week of July 12, 2020 

Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 [Lk 8:8]/

Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9 

Monday: Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23 

[23b]/Mt 10:34—11:1 

Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8 [cf. 9d]/

Mt 11:20-24 

Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 

14-15 [14a]/Mt 11:25-27 

Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab and 

15, 16-18, 19-21 [20b]/Mt 11:28-30 

Friday: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 11, 12abcd, 16 

[cf. 17b]/Mt 12:1-8 

Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14 [12b]/Mt 

12:14-21 

Next Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-

16 [5a]/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30 

Daily Mass, Classes and Prayer Services with Fr 

James O'Driscoll on Facebook (James O'Driscoll) and 

parish YouTube channel (Holy Family Church, 

Rockland, MA) 

 

Daily Mass, except Sundays, 8:15 a.m. and mid-day prayer 

late mornings. Both on Facebook. 

 

Classes and Prayer Services July 12 - July 18,  2p.m. 

 

Sunday-Office of Readings from Liturgy of the Hours.  

Morning Prayer at 8:15 a.m. 

Monday-Catechism Themes: Prayer 

Tuesday-Bible Study: First Letter of Peter 

Wednesday-Guided Spiritual Reading; Thirst for Prayer by 

Fr Jacques Philippe 

Thursday-Youth Catechism:(YouCat) 

Friday- Bible Devotion and Benediction 

Saturday-Adult Catechesis :Evening Prayer and Vigil Mass 
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SUMMER PRAYER 

Father, Creator of all, thank You for summer! 

Thank you for the warmth of the sun and the increased 

daylight.  

Thank You for the beauty I see all around me and for 

the opportunity to be outside and enjoy Your creation. 

Thank You for the increased time I have to be with my 

friends and family; and for the more casual pace of the 

summer season. 

Draw me closer to You this summer. 

Teach me how I can pray no matter where I am or what 

I am doing. 

Warm my soul with the awareness of Your presence 

and light my path with Your Word and Counsel. 

As I enjoy Your creation, create in me a pure heart and 

a hunger and a thirst for You. 

 

Amen. 

  

 Author Unknown 



FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

FAMILY NOTES, XV Sunday in Ordinary Time, July 12, 2020 

 

LIBERATING DOCTRINE 

 

The Office of Peter is primarily an evangelical office; the pope is a pastor and evangelist first and an 

ecclesiastical executive later.  Part of the function of the papacy as an evangelical office is to safeguard the 

integrity of the Church’s doctrine.  This is often thought of as a disciplinary role, the pope cuffing wayward 

theologians and ordering them into line.  If we think of the Church as a communion of disciples, however, it is 

easier to understand as paradox what at first glance seems to be contradiction.  Doctrine, those defined truths 

which mark the boundaries of Catholicism, is in fact liberating. 

 

Doctrine can seem changeless and dull, an inhibition to creativity.  To think of doctrine in these terms, though, is 

to miss the relationship between tradition and innovation, the static and the dynamic, in the life of the Church.  

What can seem static in Christian doctrine in fact reflects the Church’s internal dynamism and creates the 

impetus for the unfolding of new elements in Christian life.  What can seem dead tradition is in fact the engine of 

development and innovation.  

 

Take three examples. 

 

The first is Scripture.  The canon of Scripture is fixed; there will be no books added to the Old or New Testament.  

The fact that the Church does not add new books to the canon of Scripture does not make Scripture a dead 

letter, though.  The canon insures that what is truly the Word of God can be received freshly and in its integrity by 

every generation of believers, inviting them to a deeper faith through the mediation of the Bible. 

 

Then there is the Church’s sacramental system.  The sacraments – baptism and the Eucharist, for example – are 

not simply traditional rituals, performed because previous generations did so before us.  The sacraments enable 

each new generation of Christians to experience the great mysteries of faith – the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ – anew.  Every day, the sacraments remind every generation of Christians that just on the far side 

of the ordinary – water, salt, and oil; bread and wine; marital love and fidelity – lies the extraordinary reality of a 

God who so loved the world he created that he entered that world, in his Son, to redirect the world’s history back 

toward its true destiny, eternal life within the light and love of the Trinity. 

 

Finally, there is the matter of authority.  The Church’s structures of pastoral authority are not intended to impede 

human creativity.  Authority in the Church exists to insure that Christians do not settle for mediocrity.  Authority in 

the Church is meant to help all Catholics hold themselves accountable to the one supreme “rule of faith,” the 

living Christ.  This, for example, is the great service that pastoral authority does for theology: it keeps theology 

from getting too pleased with its own cleverness and calls it to a love of truth.  

  

One of the great tasks of the Church in the twenty-first century will be to retrieve and renew the concept of 

tradition.  In the distinctively Catholic understanding of the term, “tradition” (which from its Latin roots, traditio, 

means “handing on”) begins inside the very life of God the Holy Trinity.  That handing on – that radical giving 

which mysteriously enhances both giver and receiver – took flesh in the life of Christ and continues in the Church 

through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  A venerable formula distinguishes between tradition, the living faith of the 

dead, and traditionalism, the dead faith of the living.  Pope John Paul II’s teaching on the Marian Church of 

disciples that makes possible (and makes sense of) the Petrine Church of jurisdiction and office is a good 

example of tradition’s capacity to inspire innovative thinking.  The great Marian doctrines set boundaries for 

Catholic faith.  In doing so, they compel fresh thought and new insight into the riches of the Church’s heritage 

and the mysteries of God’s action in the world.   

 

Doctrine is not excess baggage weighing Catholics down on the journey of faith.  Doctrine is the vehicle that 

enables the journey to take place. 

 

The Truth of Catholicism by George Weiggel (Harper-Collins; NYC, NY; 2001) pages 50 – 52. 

 

               Fr. O’Driscoll 
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As Jesus traveled around the countryside with his disciples, large crowds often gathered 

around him to hear him teach. He often taught them by using parables. A parable is a story 

that Jesus made up to help us understand what He wants us to know. 

The Seed is the Word of God, 

 The Seeds Are the Lessons We Hear in the Scriptures (Bible)     

Today’s gospel from Matthew is one of the parables of Jesus. It is called The 

Parable of the Sower. It is a story about a man who planted seeds (the sower) in the 

field. Listen to the story that Jesus told… 

A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he scattered the seed, some fell on the hard 

path nearby and the birds came and ate it up.  

As the farmer continued to plant the seeds, some of them fell on soil that was full of 

rocks. There was not much dirt around the rocks, so the seeds started to sprout and 

grow the very next day. The only problem was, there was little dirt, so the plants did 

not put down roots which would help them become strong and healthy. In the afternoon, the sun was very hot so 

the plants that had started to grow in the rocky soil withered and died because they had no roots in the ground to 

feed and support them. 

Some of the other seeds fell on soil that had been taken over with weeds and thorns. The weeds and thorns grew 

faster and taller than the plants from the seeds, so they choked out the plants that the sower wanted to grow. 

Finally, some seed fell on the good soil that had been plowed, fertilized, and weeded to make a good place for the 

seed to grow. Those seeds made healthy plants and produced good fruit. 

 

What Type of Soil Are You? 

This is the lesson that Jesus wanted his disciples to learn, and it is also the lesson that he wants us to learn 

today: The seed that the sower was planting in the story represents the teachings of God's Word (Scripture).    

   Our heart represents the soil where the sower planted the seeds. 

Our parents, religion teachers, family, friends, and priests are trying to plant the teaching of God's love in our 

heart.  

If our heart is hard and filled with anger and bitterness, the teaching falls on hard 

ground and never grows, just like the seed that fell on the hard ground in the 

parable that Jesus told. 

There are other times when we hear the Word and we get excited about it, but then 

our excitement fades away because we may not understand because we don’t 

have enough knowledge of God. That is the way it was with the seed that fell 

on the rocky soil. 

Sometimes we hear the Word of God and we believe what it says, but we want to 

keep on doing the same things we have been doing. That is like planting the 

seed in with a bunch of weeds. I am sure you can guess what happens. The weeds will soon take over and 

choke out anything that is good! 

The last seed is the best, it fell on the good ground. If you learn about God at home, in religion class and at 

church, the seed that Jesus plants in your heart will grow. Your life will produce good fruit just like Jesus 

wants. You will be helping yourself and others to grow in knowledge and understanding of God's love. 

You will be God’s disciple on Earth… Is God Growing in Your Heart? 



FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Confessions during the Pandemic? 

  

Many of you have inquired about confession hoping to 

fulfill your “Easter Duty”.  Fr. Jim O’Driscoll and I feel it 

would be unwise for us to hear confessions given the 

need for safe distancing.  This is especially true for me 

since my immune system is compromised.  Please 

know, in this unprecedented crisis every Catholic should 

take time with Christ, pray the Act of Contrition devoutly 

and assume with complete confidence that He has 

forgiven one’s sins, yes, even mortal sins.  When the 

Covid-19 pandemic is over, one should then seek to 

confess and receive absolution especially if one’s sin(s) 

was mortal.  Also, this time of danger can cause us to 

worry about past sins.  The advice above holds true for 

relieving every worry about past failures.  And, again, as 

things return to normal Fr. O’Driscoll and I will happily 

hear your confessions again.  God bless.  

 

     In Jesus’ Name,  JFH 

REQUEST FOR EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Holy Family Parish is working diligently to update our email 

files to make quick communication with our parishioners a 

reality.  There are two ways to do this. 

1. Go directly to holyfamilrockland@yahoo.com and email 

it to us or visit our website at 

www.holyfamilyrockland.org to register. We understand 

that not all have emails and that is fine.  However, if you 

do, sharing it with us would be very helpful.  You can 

also@. 

2. Please fill out the form below with your name and email 

address. 

We appreciate your help and consideration of this request.  

Thank you! 

 

Name:__________________________________________ 

 

 

Email:___________________________________________ 

CORI RETURNS 

Holy Family Parish volunteers are asked to please send your 

2020 renewal forms to the rectory as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your assistance.  Thank you for your 

assistance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know: You cannot always predict who will be an 

      abuser. 

 

Experience shows that most abuse is committed by 

someone who has gained the trust of a victim/survivor and 

his/her family.  With child sexual abuse, sixty percent of the 

time the offender is a family friend, acquaintance, or another 

trusted adult in the victim/survivor’s life.  Thirty percent of the 

time the offender is a family member.  Sometimes an 

offender seems like the nicest person in the world, but this is 

often part of a process they use called “grooming” in order to 

gain the trust of the child they wish to abuse and the trust of 

his/her family. 

 

Did you know:  There are behavioral warning signs of  

      child abuse. 

 

Training and education help adults recognize grooming 

techniques that are precursors to abuse.  Some abusers 

isolate a potential victim by giving him or her undue attention 

or lavish gifts.  Another common grooming technique is to 

allow young people to participate in activities which their 

parents or guardians would not approve, such as watching 

pornography, drinking alcohol, using drugs, and excessive 

touching, which includes wrestling and tickling.  It is also 

critical to be wary of age-inappropriate relationships, seen, 

for example, in the adult who is more comfortable with 

children than follow adults. 

Even in the midst of a global pandemic, service to 

others remains core to the work of our Church.  

Our COVID response team of priests is anointing the 

sick in hospitals. 

Our priests continue to serve their communities 

virtually and in-person as allowed.  

Our Central Ministries continue to care for so many 

in need.  

Our Risk Management office continues to provide 

guidance for parishes and schools. 

This is Our Church. Funded by the Catholic Appeal. If 

you are able, please prayerfully consider making a gift to 

the 2020 Catholic Appeal to ensure that this critical work 

continues. Your support will make a significant difference 

as we continue serving the Catholic faithful and all our 

brothers and sisters in need.  

To learn more about Your Church at Work or to make a 

donation, visit www.bostoncatholicappeal.org  Thank 
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