
Public Masses During The Pandemic 

 

Sunday Mass in English at 10:00 AM. Sign-up is necessary either 

online at www.holyfamilyrockland.org or by calling  

781-871-1244. 

 

Sunday Mass in Portuguese at 7:00 PM: Sign-up necessary. 

Pelo tel: 781-871-5754 

 

Weekday Masses in English: 9:00 AM, Mondays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays.  Must register at the door. Church is open on those 

days from 8:00 - 10:30 AM. 

The Church is closed: Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays. 

 

Weekday Mass in Portuguese: Wednesdays at 7:00 PM, must 

register at the door. 

 

We must follow social distancing guidelines: 

6 feet apart and masks are required at all times. 

 

Confessions/Reconciliation:  During the Pandemic, Please call the rectory for an 

appointment. 

 

Baptismal Arrangements:  Parents register for baptism by contacting  

 Mrs. Elizabeth Davis at 781-871-1244. 

 

Marriage Arrangements:  Couples should arrange an interview with one of 

the priests of the parish at least six months prior to 

the planned wedding date. 

 

Sacrament of the Anointing Especially prior to entering hospital, call the  

of the sick:  rectory. 

 

Last Rites of the Church for 

the Dying:  Call the Rectory. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul:  Call 781-792-0168 and follow taped directions 

Alcoholics Anonymous:  Cancelled during Pandemic.  Call contact. 

 

Narcotics Anonymous: Cancelled during Pandemic.  Call contact. 
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For 

Margaret Hanlon Burke, George & Marie Hanlon, 

Charlotte & Zanon Ruskiewicz 

 

Fr. Hickey and Fr. O’Driscoll will continue to celebrate  

Mass on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Main Church and  

Mary’s Chapel with a limited number of parishioners  

in attendance.  Mass will also be taped for public  

showing on Rockland Cable TV (Channel 32  on  

Verizon and Channel 15 on Comcast) on Sundays at  

7:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.   

The Mass Intentions for each week will be remembered 

at both the public and taped Masses.  In effect the Mass 

will be offered up for the repose of the souls of those  

names listed above.  

 

Remember to attend the public Mass you must register  

by going online to www.holyfamilyrockland.org 

and click on the link for SignUpGenius on Monday  

after 5 PM or by calling 781-871-1244.  

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THE RECENTLY 

DEPARTED 

 

Ed Morrissey, Sheila Emery, Liam O’Neil and all who 

have died during the Covid -19 Pandemic. 

HOMEBOUND AND ILL PARISHIONERS 

  

    Parishioners who are homebound and or ill and would 

like a Eucharistic Minister to call you once a week for a 

time of community, prayer service and Spiritual 

Communion please email Teresa Doyle Smith at 

teresadoylesmithholyfamily@yahoo.com or leave a 

message at the Religious Education Office  

1-781-871-1244. Teresa will contact you to make 

arrangements with a Eucharistic Minister. 

 

REQUEST FOR EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Holy Family Parish is working diligently to update our email 

files to make quick communication with our parishioners a 

reality.  There are two ways to do this. 

1. Go directly to holyfamilrockland@yahoo.com and email 

it to us or visit our website at 

www.holyfamilyrockland.org to register. We understand 

that not all have emails and that is fine.  However, if you 

do, sharing it with us would be very helpful.  You can 

also0. 

2. Please fill out the form below with your name and email 

address. 

We appreciate your help and consideration of this request.  

Thank you! 

 

Name:__________________________________________ 

 

 

Email:___________________________________________ 

Readings for the week of August 30, 2020 

Sunday: Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2b]/Rom 12:1-2/

Mt 16:21-27 

Monday: 1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102 [97]/

Lk 4:16-30 

Tuesday: 1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-

14 [17]/Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday: 1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21 [12]/ 

Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday: 1 Cor 3:18-23/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [1]/ 

Lk 5:1-11 

Friday: 1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40 [39a]/Lk 

5:33-39 

Saturday: 1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21 [18]/ 

Lk 6:1-5 

Next Sunday: Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-

10/Mt 18:15-2 

Mass attendance at Holy Family and the new 

COVID-19 Travel Order: 

Effective August 1, 2020, all 

visitors and returning residents 

entering Massachusetts must 

follow new travel orders. If you 

are registering to attend Mass 

at Holy Family and have 

traveled to or been in contact 

with anyone who has traveled 

to any of the states not on the current list of 

COVID-19 lower-risk states listed here: 

Connecticut, Hawaii, Maine, New Hampshire, New 

Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont – you 

must: 

• Quarantine for 14 days or produce a negative 

COVID-19 test result that has been administered 

up to 72-hours prior to your arrival in 

Massachusetts. 

• If your COVID-19 test result has not been 

received prior to arrival, visitors, and residents 

must quarantine until they receive a negative test 

result. 

Thank you in advance for your understanding and 

adhering to this policy for the health and safety of our 

parishioners, volunteer ushers, staff, and clergy.  



TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

FAMILY NOTES, XXII Sunday in Ordinary Time, August 30, 2020 

 

Beloved: Peace! 

 

SAINT MAXIMILIAN KOLBE 

 

 Friday, the 14

th

 of August, was the feast of Saint Maximilian Kolbe one of the greatest saints of our times.  

He is a gift for us today because his reaction to hatred and inhumanity can apply to our time in history.  Father 

Maximilian was a Franciscan priest whose life was blessed with an enormous devotion to Mary Immaculate.  On 

May 28, 1941, without trial or sentence he was sent to the heavy labor section of the German concentration 

camp at Auschwitz in Poland.  Though strictly forbidden and suffering significantly from illness and weakness, 

Maximilian ministered heroically as a priest encouraging his fellow sufferers to hold on to the conviction that God 

would prevail, and His justice would come.  As a priest he was terribly abused by the hardened criminals in 

charge of prisoners.  Yet he accepted this as part of God’s mysterious plan for his life.  He insisted that even in 

Auschwitz God was king, still looking over His children. 

 

LOVE 

 In July of 1941 someone escaped.  The entire section of the camp was called up.  Ten men were chosen to 

die by starvation in retribution.  Maximilian did something absolutely forbidden and shocking.  Stepping forward 

from the line of prisoners he asked that he take the place of one of the condemned men, an infantry sergeant, 

who had a wife and two children.  “I am old and useless,” he said, “my life isn’t worth much now.”  Everyone 

expected that he would be shot there and then.  “What is your profession,” the commandant asked.  “Catholic 

priest,” was the reply.  There was a terrible moment of silence.  “Right”, said the commandant, and stripped 

naked like the other nine, Father Maximilian followed them into the death hole.  He spent all his time there 

leading them to prepare for death; there was no food and no water.  Yet for the first time in Auschwitz the weak 

sound of hymns came from the bunker.  After two weeks, on August 14

th

, the Eve of the Assumption, only four 

were still alive and only Father Maximilian was conscious.  He was murdered by injection that day. 

 This Catholic priest is a figure of marvelous selflessness.  His essential greatness lies in his love for his 

brother even unto death.  When Pope John Paul II canonized him in 1982 the man whose life he had saved was 

present that day at Saint Peter’s in Rome.  Saint Maximilian, a Catholic like ourselves, stands for and stands with 

the millions of unnamed people whose love has challenged the darkness of our times. 

 

CHALLENGE 

 God is a God who challenges us.  We see Him challenging and developing the faith of the Canaanite woman 

in a recent Sunday Gospel (Matt 15:21-28).  A pagan by birth she puts her faith in Jesus.  Three times she calls 

Him Lord.  She won’t quit.  Her child’s life is too precious.  “Lord, have mercy, have pity on me!”  “Lord, help me!”  

Then lastly, “Please, Lord!”  Jesus seeming rejection is really nothing of the kind.  He is lifting her up to a faith 

that knows no denial.  So that at last He cries, “O woman, great is your faithF” and the healing of the child 

happens then and there.  Jesus’ seeming coldness disturbs us but really He is working on her and for her child.  I 

have no grand explanation for what seems God’s absence in the horrors of Auschwitz.  But the love of one man 

makes me believe that God was at work even there.  Do you agree?  He was working on the Canaanite woman’s 

faith.  He is challenging ours. 

 Oh!  We are in trouble.  A concentration camp?  No.  Not at all.  But the Canaanite woman’s desperation 

about her child comes close to home, wouldn’t you say?  God is working with us whether we are asked to pray 

for someone or die for them.  He says in Is. 56: 1, “Observe what is right, do what is just.”  We know, all of us, 

His basic challenge, His definition of “what is right and just”.  He saidF’You shall love the Lord, your God, with all 

your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and the first commandment.  The 

second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”   

(Matthew 22: 37-38).  Praised be Jesus Christ! 

  

                God bless!   JFH 



AUGUST 30, 2020 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education News and Calendar 

Director of Religious Education: Mrs. Elizabeth Davis; Assistant: Mr. Bob Fullam 

Contact Information: Phone (781)-871-1244 or Email to holyfamilyreligioused@yahoo.com 

 

 Creating the “Domestic Church” in our homes.  

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. (Joshua 24:15) 

 

As we move into Fall, many of our families our struggling to navigate how to best help their children return to 

school safely, manage their own jobs, create some sense of “normalcy” in their homes and keep the myriad of 

other balls that we parents juggle in the air.  The good news is… and it is literally THE GOOD NEWS… 

God is right there with you, present in your home, in the midst of your family life! We just need to call on 

HIM.  

 

And that brings me to Religious Education this Fall at Holy Family for our young people in Grades K-10: 

• Our plan is to meet at the beginning of each month in person (parent/student) starting in October for 

about 30 minutes. (Hoping that in the new year we can move back into the classrooms with social 

distancing of the desks.) 

• We will meet by grade to keep our numbers small.  

• We will present a brief overview of what we will be learning for the month and hand out all the materials 

your child will need. 

• Each week I will post their lesson online (as I did all Spring). You and your child can cover what you 

have time for each week. (stories, videos, songs, coloring sheets, puzzles, prayers) 

• Catechists will be available via phone/email/video to support you as needed throughout the month.  

• On Sundays, for those who are comfortable, you can sign up to attend Mass at 10:00 AM as a family or 

you can continue to watch Mass with Father Hickey and me online to hear the Gospel story that we will 

have been working on in our lesson during the week.  

 

As I mentioned after Mass last week:  

• If, for now, we teach our children to begin each day with a simple prayer of gratitude, “Thank you for 

letting me wake up. Please take care of my family, friends and me today and all the people we meet 

throughout the day.”   

• If we close our day with a prayer - thanking God for what we did well on that particular day and what we 

could do better the next day.  

• If we look for opportunities throughout the day as parents to point out to our kids where God is working 

in their lives and our lives as adults, in His beautiful creation that is all around us, in the kindness of 

others… then we will begin to fulfill what we promised at our children’s Baptism and begin to grow the 

domestic church in our homes.  

 

We will be working with you this Fall, giving you the support, you need to create the “domestic church” in your 

homes. As parents, we committed ourselves at our children’s baptism, to accept the responsibility to raise our 

children in the Catholic faith.  We do not have to be experts - we do not have to have all the right answers – 

we just have to try! 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We are grateful for the opportunity to walk this faith journey together with your family. Religious 

Education Registration and payment is available online at: holyfamilyrockland.org If you have any 

questions or need more information on general Religious Education Registration or sacrament 

instruction for First Communion and Confirmation, please feel free to email 

(holyfamilyreligioused@yahoo.com) or call the Religious Education Office (781-871-1244).   

Bob Fullam and I would be happy to chat with you.    

Yours in Christ,     Mrs. Liz Davis 



SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH PRAYER LINE 

 

Call and ask for prayers for someone you know.  

  

1-617-746-2054 

 

Hours: Monday—Friday 9:00 AM—4:00 PM 

 

On weekends & after 4:00 PM, you may leave a prayer 

request message or visit www.csjboston.org.  

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Daily Mass, Classes and Prayer Services with Fr 

James O'Driscoll on Facebook (James 

O'Driscoll) and parish YouTube channel (Holy 

Family Church, Rockland, MA) 

 

 

Daily Mass, except Sundays, 8:00 a.m. (Note Time 

Change) and mid-day prayer late mornings. Both on 

Facebook. 

 

 

Classes and Prayer Services Aug 30-Sept 5,  2 p.m. 

 

Sunday-Office of Readings from Liturgy of the Hours.  

Morning Prayer at 8:00 a.m.   

Monday-Catechism Themes: Prayer 

Tuesday-Bible Study: First Letter of Peter 

Wednesday-Guided Spiritual Reading; Thirst for Prayer 

by Fr Jacques Philippe 

Thursday-Youth Catechism:(YouCat) 

Friday- Bible Devotion and Benediction 

Saturday-Adult Catechesis :Evening Prayer and Vigil 

Mass a�������� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While many aspects of our life have come to a standstill, 

the work of our ministries continues as we strive to meet 

the needs of those who are relying on our guidance and 

assistance.  The sick and homebound continue to 

receive spiritual support and information over the phone 

from the Archdiocese’s Faith Community Nurses and 

Chaplains program.  Our Pregnancy Help Centers 

continue to provide resources for women facing crisis 

pregnancies.  Those suffering from addiction still need 

support and guidance and many have greater need for 

counseling and spiritual support during this time of 

heightened anxiety. 

 

Your support of the Catholic Appeal ensures that these 

programs and services continue.  With the knowledge 

that many of you are also facing challenging financial 

realities, and with concern for the people we serve, your 

prayerful consideration is greatly appreciated.  Your 

donation will make a significant difference as we 

continue serving the Catholic faithful and all our brothers 

and sisters in need. 

 

To learn more about Your Church at Work or to make a 

donation, visit www.bostoncatholicappeal.org   

Thank you! 

GOSPEL MEDITATION August 30, 2020 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Secular pursuits only bring a temporary amount of 

satisfaction and fulfillment. As much as we may think that 

achieving worldly success, economic security, personal 

well-being, and self-fulfillment are worthy goals to obtain, 

they all are dependent on external variables and can lead 

to emptiness. We are trained to be very pragmatic and 

productive. Unless we are able to check off all of the boxes 

or comply with specific measurable requirements, our 

value and worth becomes questionable. Corporations, 

educational institutions, systems, structures, and secular 

ideology rarely consider deeper, more spiritual, and human 

contributions a person can and needs to make. 

 

To the secular mind, the wisdom and ideals of the Gospel 

are making less and less sense. Consider for a moment 

this question: “What profit would there be for one to gain 

the whole world and forfeit his soul?” While Jesus is asking 

this very challenging question to people who are 

considering his message, many in our world are in a quite 

different place. Whether we realize it, many folks are 

asking a much different question. Why would you not want 

to gain the whole world and secure your life? If you look at 

where a lot of folks are investing their time, energy, and 

resources, it becomes obvious where current priorities rest. 

 

Modern day comforts and possibilities are backing us out 

of our relationship with God. The fire burning in every 

human heart is trying to find its satisfaction in the things 

that humans have created and not God. Being altruistic 

and offering compassion for those most in need becomes a 

political responsibility or responsible gesture. We realize 

that our hearts need to be centered on something and 

Someone who calls us out of ourselves, but we struggle 

and battle with naming the source of that call. God places 

the desire to seek, find, and love Him in the core of every 

soul. We are not abandoned and left to fend for ourselves. 

But we can easily get confused. We know that when we 

extend ourselves to another self-sacrificially, we are doing 

what is just and right. We know that we can work through 

suffering and loss and come out better and more whole on 

the other side. 

 

Our minds need to be renewed so that they can begin to 

understand that there is much more to who we are, and 

that faith plays a pivotal role in achieving our true and 

everlasting goals. It is when we see that it is only faith that 

can bring us to this heightened awareness of ourselves 

and God that it will begin to make sense. Then, we can put 

things in proper perspective and consider being a disciple. 

 

©LPi 
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