Public Masses During The Pandemic
Sunday Mass in English at 10:00 AM. Sign-up is necessary either
online at www.holyfamilyrockland.org or by calling
781-871-1244.
Sunday Mass in Portuguese at 7:00 PM: Sign-up necessary.
Pelo tel: 781-871-5754
403 Union Street
Rockland, MA 02370
(781) 878-0160
www.holyfamilyrockland.org
Pastor

Rev. James F. Hickey

Parochial Vicar

Rev. James J. O’Driscoll

Parochial Vicar,
Brazilian Ministry

Rev. Valdir Mesquita
Ferreira Lima

Priest in Residence

Rev. Kevin Hickey

Pastoral Associate

Ms. Teresa Doyle Smith

Dir. Religious Ed.

Mrs. Elizabeth Davis

Director of Music

Mr. Robert Kirby

Finance & Operations Ms. Anne Marie Kennedy
Manager
Parish Secretaries

Mrs. Kathleen Small

Weekday Masses in English: 9:00 AM, Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays. Must register at the door. Church is open on those
days from 8:00 - 10:30 AM.
The Church is closed: Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays.
Weekday Mass in Portuguese: Wednesdays at 7:00 PM, must
register at the door.
We must follow social distancing guidelines:
6 feet apart and masks are required at all times.

Confessions/Reconciliation:

During the Pandemic, Please call the rectory for an
appointment.

Baptismal Arrangements:

Parents register for baptism by contacting
Mrs. Elizabeth Davis at 781-871-1244.

Marriage Arrangements:

Couples should arrange an interview with one of
the priests of the parish at least six months prior to
the planned wedding date.

Sacrament of the Anointing
of the sick:

Especially prior to entering hospital, call the
rectory.

Last Rites of the Church for
the Dying:

Call the Rectory.

St. Vincent de Paul:
Alcoholics Anonymous:

Call 781-792-0168 and follow taped directions
Cancelled during Pandemic. Call contact.

Narcotics Anonymous:

Cancelled during Pandemic. Call contact.

Mrs. Mary Corrieri
Ms. Brenda Callahan

Rectory ..................................... (781) 878-0160
Fax ............................................ (781) 871-6389
Religious Ed. ............................ (781) 871-1244
Cemetery ....................... (781) 878-2306 / 0160

HOLY FAMILY PARISH, ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS
GOSPEL MEDITATION - November 15, 2020
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

For
Shirley Heffernan, Michael and Ellen Guilfoyle,
Cynthia Fimian, Rev. Thomas DiLorenzo (L)
Fr. Hickey and Fr. O’Driscoll will continue to celebrate
Mass on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Main Church and
Mary’s Chapel with a limited number of parishioners
in attendance. Mass will also be taped for public
showing on Rockland Cable TV (Channel 32 on
Verizon and Channel 15 on Comcast) on Sundays at
7:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. and can be viewed on
our website: www.holyfamilyrockland.org.
The Mass Intentions for each week will be remembered
at both the public and taped Masses. In effect the Mass
will be offered up for the repose of the souls of those
names listed above.
Remember to attend the public Mass you must register
by going online to www.holyfamilyrockland.org
and click on the link for SignUpGenius on Monday after
5 PM or by calling 781-871-1244.
REMEMBER IN PRAYER THE RECENTLY DEPARTED
Patricia Strobis, Louise McBrine, William
Horsch and all who have died during the
Covid -19 Pandemic.

“Pastel and Soup Festival"
December 12th from 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM
Holy Family School parking lot
The Brazilian community of
Holy Family Parish
Rockland invite our brothers
and sisters from the
American Community of the
Holy Family to join us in the
"Pastel and Soup Festival"
on December 12th from
12pm to 6pm at the Holy
Family School parking lot.
Pastel is a delicious
Brazilian dish: fried cakes filled with various salty
fillings like cheese, chicken, or ground beef. We will also
have two kinds of soup, and sugarcane juice. Come try it
out! In the purchase of the pastel, you will be supporting
the Brazilian Community bear our expenses and continue
our activities.
Thank you in advance for your support, and we hope
to see many of you there!

God gives us the gift of His very self and asks us to
invest it. Investing God’s greatest gift of Himself
wisely, allows God’s kingdom to grow and flourish.
God trusts us with this pearl of great price in hopes
that it will produce abundant fruit. While God’s gift of
self is realized in the gifts of faith, hope, and love,
they are not meant to be solely for personal benefit.
They are intended to be shared and are at the heart
of Jesus’ blueprint for happiness, the Beatitudes.
When we properly invest God’s greatest gift, His most
treasured possession, we invest in the wellbeing of all
of our brothers and sisters and the world in which we
live. We take up most seriously our call to be
stewards and properly manage, not only our own
affairs, but the affairs of those around and before us.
God has put tremendous confidence in us. Do we
have that same confidence in God?
We often go the extra mile and put in the additional
effort when it comes to those concerns closest to us:
our families, friends, careers, home and securities.
But when it comes to things that are not as close to
us, we can become lax and less conscientious.
Tending to God’s treasure requires a great deal of
focus and persistent hard work. It demands that I see
the bigger picture, God’s picture, in which selfsacrifice is a given as we labor for the establishment
of God’s kingdom, God’s vision. Fear and a lack of
trust can loom large, however. We are afraid of letting
go of what is “mine” and apprehensive of jeopardizing
what we have in order to venture into something
bigger and more promising.
Fear and a lack of trust serve no purpose in God’s
kingdom. They benefit neither the person nor God.
What is required is a courageous resolve that
produces the fortitude necessary to stay the course
and do what God is asking. Doing all in our power to
cultivate the seeds of faith, hope, and love in our
world, working diligently to put all of our relationships
in proper order, becoming attentive to systems and
ideologies that hurt and oppress people, being
mindful of injustice, and laboring on behalf of the poor
and the needy are at the core of what each of us is
asked to do. It is how we invest God’s most precious
gift wisely. If persistent, alert and attentive, then life
will gradually improve around us, there will be greater
peace and we will experience joy.
©LPi

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FAMILY NOTES, XXXIII Sunday, November 15, 2020
BEGINNING AND ENDING: Notes on the Catechism
The Catholic Doctrine of “last things” includes resurrection of the body, life everlasting, particular judgment,
Heaven, purgatory, hell, last judgment, the hope of a new heaven and a new earth. These “last things” can only
be properly understood in the perspective of the first things: the consummation of the divine plan to save us
through the Incarnation, Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Everything is viewed in the light of
the invitation to Trinitarian communion which comes to us through Christ. Trinitarian communion is personal
communion. Whatever else we will be by way of transfiguration and glorification; in eternal life we will continue
as the identifiable person we are now.
The physical body is not a disposable adjunct attached for a time to the “real” person located in the soul.
Bodiliness is essential to our identity in this life and the next. Any idea which speaks solely of “immortality of the
soul” is less than a complete description of Catholic doctrine about life to come.
Church teaching includes the resurrection of the body. And therefore Catholicism says NO to reincarnation, and
to any divine absorption of souls. Christ’s Resurrection as an embodied-yet-transformed Person is a pledge of
our everlasting life as embodied persons. “He showed them His hands and His side.” John 20:20
When by God’s grace, and the deliberate effort of our own free will, we live the moral life, we embrace the
ultimate good of Trinitarian communion. Growing conformity to Christ (according to the pattern of His Passion,
Death, and Resurrection) contributes to our fitness for the enjoyment of Trinitarian communion. Heaven is the
perfect life with the Holy Trinity, ¶1024 and only those who are “perfectly purified” can enjoy that communion.
Others will not want to be there. Heavenly life is not a reward conferred upon completion of life on earth. Living
the moral life, and purification, make us fit to enjoy the glorified life of Heaven. ¶1030. What about Hell? Can a
life of mortal sin and persistent unrepentance make a person permanently unfit for the enjoyment of Heaven?
The Catholic doctrine says: yes, this can happen. ¶1033 Almighty God does not predestinate or consign anyone
to Hell. Hell is the natural consequence of a life lived apart from God, and the torment of Hell is to know that God
is the great love of your life and you have turned irreversibly away from it. The Catholic Church says this is
possible but does not speculate upon who or how many souls are in the irreversible condition. The Church
Expectant has a nickname: Purgatory. It is the realm of God where souls expect to see God face to face in His
good time. Purgatory is an interval, a temporary deferment of the enjoyment of a promised bliss. No one flunks
out of purgatory! Suppose you have friends who are accomplished tennis players. Each Saturday you watch
them go off to the courts to play, and you cannot go with them because your skills do not match theirs. So you
take lessons and gradually improve your game. And the happy day arrives when you can join your friends on the
tennis court! Catholics are urged to pray for souls in Purgatory. ¶1032
Particular judgment is Christ determining each man’s fitness to enter Heaven through purification, or into
everlasting damnation. Last Judgment affirms our Catholic faith that Christ’s return in glory will reveal the good
each person has done or failed to do, ¶1039. Last Judgment will also reveal the ultimate meaning of the whole
work of creation. The end of time is not a case of “last one out turn out the lights!” The end of time is a
consummation. Creation reaches the goal for which Almighty God created all things. ¶1048.
Father Bradford
Taken from Contra Mundum, Vol. XXIII, Issue 4, November 2020 p. 28
Submitted by Fr. O’Driscoll

RETIRED SISTERS
As we do each year our collection for our retired sisters will be held next weekend, November 21/22. I know that
it’s expecting a lot to have 2 extra collections in a row as the decline in the economy is effecting so many of you.
So, please, just do the best you can. The sisters certainly deserve what support we can give them.
God bless!

JFH

NOVEMBER 15, 2020
Religious Education News and Calendar
Director of Religious Education: Mrs. Elizabeth Davis; Assistant: Mr. Bob Fullam
Contact Information: Phone (781)-871-1244 or Email to holyfamilyreligioused@yahoo.com

(Matthew 25:14–30) In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells us another parable
or story about three servants. Their master entrusts them with varying
amounts of money (in those days it was called talents). Two of the servants
double their money, but fear gets in the way of the third servant. All he can
do is save what he has.
Like the talents that the master gave to his servants, we know that each
of us has been given gifts from God to use for good, to serve Him. The
challenge for all of us is to recognize the gifts we have been given and our
responsibility to care for those gifts. That means caring for each other and
the world we live in.

Exploring the Gospel Message through our lessons this week:
Promise (Grades K–1): The Gospel calls both children and parents to use their God-given
gifts. Ask your child what they think their gifts might be. Share with your child what you see as
his or her best gifts. Be sure to mention ordinary gifts like a sense of humor, thoughtfulness, or
good cheer. Ask your child to teach the family how to play the Hide It! Game found in their
Gospel Weekly Lesson on pages 3-4.
Good News (Grades 2–3): This week, read with your child the Parable of the Talents told through a short play.
Spend some time talking about the three people who received money from their boss. Why did Joshua hide the
money while the other two doubled the boss’s money? Talk, too, about how each member of the family can put
God’s good gifts to work for others.
Venture (Grades 4–5): Take some time this week to talk about the gifts and talents that God has given your
family. Talk, too, about how each of you can use these gifts. Ask your child to explain to you why Jesus used
parables (stories) to teach about God’s kingdom. Let your child lead the family in sharing how the family can
use its gifts and talents to make things better and to have a positive effect on people’s lives.
Visions (Grades 6-8): Talk with your child about the value of work and how people have many talents for work.
The lesson this week discusses the idea that work is the enterprise that gives people purpose and self-worth
and allows all to share in God’s creative activity. Talk together about the work each member of the family has to
do. Talk about the talents each of you brings to your work. Ask your son or daughter about the qualities that
make ideal Catholic men and women. Sunday is also World Day of the Poor, so consider a discussion about
reaching out to the poor.
Pray Together: When you and your child complete this week’s
lesson, make a litany prayer (a prayer list of phrases) of all the many
gifts and talents each member of your family possesses, some
examples are:
Honesty
Patience
Musical
Compassionate
Kindness
Intelligence
Theatrical
Athletic
Artistic
Prayerfulness
Good Listener
Leader
After each is mentioned, the whole family can say together:
“Thanks Be To God!”

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
THANKSGIVING FOOD
COLLECTION
The Saint Vincent de Paul Society of Holy Family
wishes to thank everyone for their generous
contributions to the Thanksgiving Food Drive held this
past weekend. The pantry shelves are full. Many
Rockland families in need of assistance will be the
recipients of your thoughtfulness this Holiday Season.

YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST
SPEAKERS’ SERIES
Certificate in Catholic Theology and the Certificate in
Catholic Evangelization programs have been postponed
until January 2021 due to the ongoing pandemic.

Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers
Monday, December 7, 2020

“Living a Eucharistic Faith”
To register for this virtual talk, visit tinecatholic.com

THANKSGIVING MASS

Wednesday, November 25th
7:00 PM
The collection taken up at this Mass will go to
Sr. Maureen Clark, CSJ, chaplain at Mass Correctional
Institute for Women in Framingham, and will be used to
purchase small personal items for Christmas gift bags which
she prepares for the women. She is most grateful for our
participation in this very worthy project. Thank you for your
generosity.
Sign-up is not necessary. Seating is limited.

Readings for the week of November 15, 2020
Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf.
1a]/1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21
Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Rev 2:17]/
Lk 18:35-43
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5 [Rev
3:21]/Lk 19:1-10
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [1b]/
Lk 19:11-28
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [Rev
5:10]/Lk 19:41-44
Friday: Rv 10:8-11/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131 [103a]/
Lk 19:45-48
Saturday: Rv 11:4-12/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10 [1b]/Lk 20:27-40
Next Sunday: Ez 34:11-12, 15-17/Ps 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6 [1]/
1 Cor 15:20-26, 28/Mt 25:31-4

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD—AGAIN
“Say No to Roe”

The state legislature has extended the session until
January 5th, 2021. Please remind the members of the Joint
Committee on Judiciary that you oppose the expansion of
abortion in Massachusetts. Please call the Committee at
617-722-2396 and let them know you are opposed to
H3320 and S1209 - the ROE legislation. Every telephone
call helps!
Remember these bills would remove:
• The requirement that young girls obtain consent before
an abortion.
• The requirement that efforts be made to save a living
baby who survives abortion.
• The requirement that late term abortions be performed
in hospitals.
Also the bill would allow abortion on demand for all nine
months of pregnancy.
For more information about how the ROE legislation would
expand abortion in Massachusetts visit: www.macatholic.org

HOMEBOUND AND ILL PARISHIONERS

Parishioners who are homebound and or ill and would
like a Eucharistic Minister to call you once a week for a
time of community, prayer service and Spiritual
Communion please email Teresa Doyle Smith at
teresadoylesmithholyfamily@yahoo.com or leave a
message at the rectory at 1-781-878-0160. Teresa will
contact you to make arrangements with a Eucharistic
Minister.

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH PRAYER LINE
Call and ask for prayers for someone you know.
1-617-746-2054
Hours: Monday—Friday 9:00 AM—4:00 PM
On weekends & after 4:00 PM, you may leave a prayer
request message or visit www.csjboston.org.

Daily Mass, Classes and Prayer Services with Fr
James O'Driscoll on Facebook (James
O'Driscoll) and parish YouTube channel (Holy
Family Church, Rockland, MA)
Daily Mass, except Sundays, 8:00 a.m. (Note Time
Change) and mid-day prayer late mornings. Both on
Facebook.
Classes and Prayer Services Nov.15- Nov 21, 2:05 p.m.
Sunday-Office of Readings from Liturgy of the Hours.
Morning Prayer at 8:00 a.m.
Monday-Catechism Themes: Prayer
Tuesday-Bible Study: I Timothy
Wednesday-Guided Spiritual Reading; Thirst for Prayer by
Fr Jacques Philippe
Thursday-Youth Catechism:(YouCat)
Friday- Bible Devotion and Benediction
Saturday- Evening Prayer
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Mike Quirk, Financial Advisor
Regina Quirk, Financial Advisor

DAVID F. DECOSTE

781-878-4063 • www.strategicnorwell.com

Providing the local community with Financial & Estate
Planning, Retirement Strategies and Wealth Management.
Our goal is to be your trusted partner as you plan
for your financial future.

Tomorrow does come... why not plan for it?
Registered Representative Securities offered through Cambridge Investment
Research Inc., A Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisor
Representative Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered
Investment Advisor.Cambridge and Strategic Financial Services are not affiliated.

Steve Cannavo
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135 Union Street
Rockland Massachusetts 02370
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Cell: 617-799-3085
Office: 781-924-5766

scannavo@kw.com

617-722-2460

david.decoste@mahouse.gov
Pre-K - 8ª série
Faça já sua matrícula.
Venha nos conhecer!
Entre em contato
conosco para marcar
sua visita.
234 Pleasant St. • S. Weymouth
781-335-6868 | SFXschoolWey.org

JOHN HOADLEY
Plumbing & Heating
PROPANE SALES

Mass. Plumbers Reg. #11411

171 Washington St., Norwell, MA

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

www.hoadleyplumbing.com
672 Union St.

781-878-8098

J. Michael Roberts
Window & Cubical Curtains • Vertical Blinds
Painting & Specialty Finishes
781-878-6068

ATTORNEY AT LAW
J. MICHAEL ROBERTS, ESQ., P.C.

198 COLUMBIA RD.,SUITE 3
HANOVER, MASSACHUSETTS 02339

(781) 878-3965 • Fax 871-5991

SAINT BRIDGET SCHOOL

A Catholic school educating Preschool through Grade 8
Where Faith, Friendships, and Futures are Formed

Enroll Online for 2020 - 2021
Preschool and Pre-K programs and Full-Day Kindergarten
Before and After School Childcare • Technology Rich Environment
455 Plymouth Street, Abington, MA 02351 • 781-878-8482

www.stbridgetschool.us
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