
 

Weekday Mass 

 

(Monday thru Saturday) 9:00 am Mary’s Chapel 

 

Weekday Mass in Portuguese: Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  

Pelo tel: 781-871-5754 

 

Lord’s Day Masses 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass - English - 4:00 pm    

Saturday Mass - Portuguese  -  7:00 pm 

 

Sunday Mass - English  -           7:30 am - Main Church  

             10:00 am - Main Church      

Sunday Mass  - Portuguese  -    7:00 pm - Main Church 

 

 

Mary’s Chapel will be opened during the week,  Monday – Friday, 

from 8:30 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. and on Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. 

until 8:30 p.m. for personal prayer and adoration. 

Confessions/Reconciliation:  Saturdays from 3:00 - 3:45 p.m. in the St. Joseph’s 

Center or by appointment. 

 

Baptismal Arrangements:  Parents register for baptism by contacting  

 Mrs. Elizabeth Davis at 781-871-1244. 

 

Marriage Arrangements:  Couples should arrange an interview with one of 

the priests of the parish at least six months prior to 

the planned wedding date. 

 

Sacrament of the Anointing Especially prior to entering hospital, call the  

of the sick:  rectory. 

 

Last Rites of the Church for 

the Dying:  Call the Rectory. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul:  Call 781-792-0168 and follow taped directions 

 

Alcoholics Anonymous:  Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.  Holy Family Parish Center 

 

Narcotics Anonymous: Mondays 7:00 p.m.   St. Joseph’s Center 

 

403 Union Street 

Rockland, MA 02370 

(781) 878-0160 

www.holyfamilyrockland.org 

Pastor  Rev. James F. Hickey 

Parochial Vicar  Rev. James J. O’Driscoll 

Parochial Vicar, Rev. Valdir Mesquita 

  Brazilian Ministry   Ferreira Lima 

 

Pastoral Associate  Ms. Teresa Doyle Smith 

Dir. Religious Ed.  Mrs. Elizabeth Davis 

Director of Music  Mr. Robert Kirby 

Finance & Operations Ms. Anne Marie Kennedy 

          Manager 

 

Parish Secretaries  Mrs. Kathleen Small 

 Mrs. Mary Corrieri 

 Ms. Brenda Callahan 

 

Rectory  ..................................... (781) 878-0160 

Fax  ............................................ (781) 871-6389 

Religious Ed.  ............................ (781) 871-1244 

Cemetery  ....................... (781) 878-2306 / 0160 



HOLY FAMILY PARISH, ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS 

Banns of Marriage 

    3 - Joᾶn S. Modesto & Nicole E. Wentworth 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER THE RECENTLY 

DEPARTED  

Santino Vitali, Daniel Crimmins, James Hiltz, 

Maria DeLuges and all who have died during 

the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Classes with Fr James O'Driscoll on Facebook 

(James O'Driscoll) and parish YouTube channel 

(Holy Family Church, Rockland, MA) 

  

 Monday - Spiritual Book Club with Fr. Philippe’s Eight 

Doors on the Beatitudes at 2 p.m. 

Tuesday - Bible Study on the Book of Romans at 2 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

For 

 

Saturday, Sept 11 4:00 The deceased members of the 

   Cloherty Family 

Sunday, Sept 12 10:00 Jean Boyle and  

   Ann Dunderdale 

Saturday, Sept 18  4:00 Nora Kane 

Sunday, Sept 19 10:00 Robert Henry  

  

 We are celebrating Mass on Saturdays at 4 p.m. in the  

Main Church and Sundays at 7:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. in the  

Main Church.  Mass will continued to be taped for public  

showing on Rockland Cable TV Channel 32 on Verizon  

and Channel 15 on Comcast on Sundays at 7:30 a.m.,  

10 a.m. and 5 p.m. and can be viewed on our  

website: www.holyfamilyrockland.org.  

Readings for the week of September 12, 2021 

 

Sunday: Is 50:5-9a/Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [9]/Jas 2:14- 

18/Mk 8:27-35 

Monday: 1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17 [1Cor 1:26b]/ 

Lk 7:1-10 

Tuesday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38  

[cf.7b]/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17 

Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [2]/ 

Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 

Thursday: 1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10 [2]/Lk 7:36-50 

Friday: 1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20/ 

Lk 8:1-3 

Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2]/Lk 8:4-15 

Next Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 [6b]/Jas  

3:16—4:3/Mk 9:30-37 

Welcome Back Packet 

Pick-Up for All 

Parishioners 

The Welcome Back Packet for each 

family contains all the information 

(including information for our Parish 

Wide Project on 9/26 and RSVP 

information for various events) that you will need for the 

next few months of planning for special Masses and Events 

here at Holy Family! If you have not picked a packet up yet, 

please see a greeter at Mass this weekend to get yours! 

 

Check the bulletin and website (holyfamilyrockland.org) for 

more information about each event as they get closer or 

call Teresa Doyle-Smith (781-878-0160) or Liz Davis  

(781-871-1244). 

COME TO THE WATERS OF 

HEALING 

A Post-Abortion Healing Retreat 

Saturday, September 25, 2021 

9:00 AM—5:00 PM 

Sponsored by the  

Project Rachel Minitry -  

      Archdiocese of  Boston 

 

Location is confidential.  Pre-registration is required.   

Limited to 10 participants.   

For more information call Project Rachel at  

508-651-3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com 

September 12 ~ Twenty-fourth Sunday of 

Ordinary Time 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks this question: “Who do you 

say that I am?”  Peter’s answer is immediate and sincere, 

“You are the Christ. . .”  As your relationship with Jesus 

grows, your answer to that question may change.  How do 

you answer today?  Take some quiet time to reflect on 

your answer.  Can you answer this question along with 

Peter and really mean it?  If you really believe that Jesus 

is the Christ, how can you not share this good news with 

others?  Share your story. 



THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

FAMILY NOTES, XXIV Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 12, 2021 

 

 

LINCOLN’S MESSAGE FOR AMERICA 

 

Editor’s note: The Civil War claimed more Americans than any war ever fought by the U.S.   By late 

1863, there was hardly a household that had not lost a loved one in battle or had a family member 

involved in the war.  The bloodiest battle of the war had been fought at Gettysburg that summer.  The 

battle changed the tone of the war in favor of the North.  As the year drew to a close, President 

Abraham Lincoln was mindful of the casualties the war had claimed and its toll upon families.  Lincoln 

also reflected upon the spiritual climate in the nation.  He urged all American in guiding the nation and in 

their daily lives through a proclamation of Thanksgiving issued in October, 1863. 

 

   It is the duty of nations as well as of men to own their dependence upon the  

  overruling power of God; to confess their sins and transgressions in humble sorrow,  

  yet with assured hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon; and to  

  recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history,  

  that those nations are blessed whose God is the Lord. 

 

   We know that by His divine law, nations, like individuals, are subjected to punishments  

  and chastisements in this world.  May we not justly fear that the awful calamity of civil war 

  which now desolates that land may be a punishment inflicted upon us for our presumptuous  

  sins, to the needful end of our nation and reformation as a whole people? 

 

   We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven; we have been  

  preserved these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, wealth  

  and power as no other nation has ever grown.  But we have forgotten God.  We have  

  forgotten the grace hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied  and enriched and   

  strengthened us, and we have  vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that  

  all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own.   

  Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity  

  of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us.  It has  

  seemed to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully    

  acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole American people. 

 

   I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also  

  those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and  

  observe the last Thursday of November as a day of Thanksgiving and praise to our  

  beneficent Father Who dwelleth in the heavens. 

 

          President Abraham Lincoln 

                     October 3, 1863 

 

My thanks to E.O. for providing us with this thought provoking proclamation of President Lincoln.   JFH 

 



SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 

 

 

 

Religious Education News and Calendar 

Director of Religious Education: Mrs. Elizabeth Davis; Assistant: Mr. Bob Fullam 

Contact Information: Phone (781)-871-1244 or Email to holyfamilyreligioused@yahoo.com 

 “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if 

someone says he has faith but does not have 

works? Can that faith save him?”  (James 2:14) 

 

     Do You Talk the Talk and Walk the Walk?  

 

 

 

Have you ever met someone who tells you all about what they can do but they never seem to do it? They like to 

talk and talk but they never do anything they say they will. Our second reading today from James teaches us about 

this.  

 

Sometimes people who claim to be Christians do the same thing. They say they are a believer in Jesus, but nothing 

in their lives shows that they are. They talk a lot, but don’t walk it out (their actions/works don’t support or 

confirm the things they are saying). 

 

These people are pretending to be something they are not.  As we read in the Bible, we learn that not everyone 

who talks about being a Christian is really a Christian. Jesus is more concerned about our walk with Him than our 

talk about Him. He wants us to do what is right, not just say the words (James 1:22-25).  

 

We see many people who talk the “Christian” talk but their walk doesn’t show it. The Bible says that our 

“outside” will change when our “inside” has changed. We should talk to others about our friendship with Jesus 

and our living for Christ, but we also need to make sure that we actually do the works Jesus wants us to do. 

  

• Do people know that you believe in Jesus by what you say or what you do, or better yet, by both?   

• Pray this week and as you “talk the talk” with the Lord, ask Him to show you the areas where your “walk” 

needs to be strengthened and then go out each day and live your faith!  

 

“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” (James 2:26) 

 

Paraphrased from: Bible Time for Kids Devotion NT348 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Religious Ed. Schedule for Week One: Student/Parent Meeting (Please feel free to only attend one 

meeting if you have children in multiple grades.)  

Monday, 9/27 - Grade K, 1,2 Meeting at 3:45 PM (Mary’s Chapel Lower Church) 

Monday, 9/27 - Grade 9 & 10 Confirmation Meeting with Father Hickey at 7:00 PM (Mary’s Chapel) 

Tuesday 9/28 - Grade 3 and 4 Meeting at 3:45 PM (Mary’s Chapel Lower Church) 

Tuesday 9/28 - Grade 5,6,7,8 Meeting at 6:30 PM (Mary’s Chapel Lower Church) 

 

 

Questions, Need Forms, Looking to Volunteer:  Please do not hesitate to call (781-871-1244), email 

(holyfamilyreligioused@yahoo.com) or make an appointment to stop in the Religious Ed. Office if you have questions, would like to 

volunteer, need registration materials mailed to you or would like more information about our outstanding program. 

 

Together we can create a strong faith foundation for our young people! 



THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

COVID Update September 12, 2021: 

 

MASKS:  

With the support of the Archdiocese I have decided to 

ask everyone, whether vaccinated against the 

Coronavirus or not, to wear a mask at Mass.  So both 

on Saturdays/Sundays and throughout the week masks 

will be available and one must wear one.  Thanks for 

your cooperation. 

     In Jesus’ Name,  JFH 

  

• Distanced seating is provided for parishioners who 

would like that option in Sections 1 (Right side by 

windows) and Section 4 (Left side by windows) in the 

Main Church.  

 

• Please do not attend Mass in person if you are not 

feeling well. Mass is available online at 

holyfamilyrockland.org and on our local WRPS Cable. 

 

• Holy Family will publish any updates as necessary 

regarding COVID on our website and in our 

announcements at Mass  

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

SOCIETY 

ANNUAL COLLECTION 

SEPTEMBER 25/26, 2021 

 

 

Please give to St. Vincent de Paul Society’s 

Annual Collection. 

 

 “For I was hungry and you gave me food, 

 I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a 

 stranger and you welcomed me�.” 

 “Lord when did we see you hungry and  

 feed you, or thirsty and gave you drink?” � 

 “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for  

 one of these least brothers of mine, you did 

 for me.”  Matt 25: 35, 37, 40 

 

For over 95 years Holy Family’s SVDP Society has 

been helping the folks of Rockland who live on the 

fringe, are the working poor and /or are on fixed 

incomes.  The Society helps provide everyday 

essentials: food, heat, water bills, etc. for families 

in need. 

 

We, the members of St. Vincent de Paul, are eternally 

grateful for your past support and ask that you 

continue to support our charitable works in Jesus’ 

10:00 AM Mass of 

Thanksgiving - Sunday, 

September 26, 2021 

(Parish Picnic Postponed) 

 

To celebrate our blessings here at 

Holy Family, we will be having a 

Mass of Thanksgiving on Sunday, September 26 at 10 

AM. Out of an abundance of caution for all, we will be 

postponing the parish picnic to a later date.  

 

As part of our celebration, we have designed a parish 

project (information and materials were provided in your 

Welcome Back Packet – see a greeter before or after 

Mass if you haven’t picked yours up yet) to bring with 

you to Mass that day.  

 

WALL OF GRATITUDE - FAMILY PROJECT 

 

During the pandemic we have all had to learn to navigate 

life differently. And yet, despite these obstacles, the Lord 

has never abandoned us, providing us with blessings 

daily! 

  

As we reflect on these blessings, we are asking each 

family/parishioner to make a portrait of gratitude using 

the card stock frame found in your Welcome Back 

Packet. You will bring your completed frame to church 

on Sunday, September 26 at the 10 AM Mass of 

Thanksgiving to be presented during Mass. After Mass 

we will be using the frames to create a visual Wall of 

Gratitude in the foyer of our church.  

 

Directions for the Family Wall of Gratitude 

Project: 

1. Please pray as a family and think about all the 

blessings that your family encountered from March 2020 

to now.  

2. Choose a way to list or illustrate some of those 

blessings that impacted your family. 

You can simply write sentences/

phrases, draw pictures, glue on photos 

or any other creative way that you 

would like. 

3. Please bring your frame to church with you on 

September 26 as families will present them during Mass 

and we will then turn all of them into a wonderful visual 

display.  

4. If you need additional frames, please see a greeter 

before or after Mass throughout the month of 

September. Children can make their own if they would 

like. Ask a greeter for an extra frame! 

 

 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in 

all circumstances;  

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 

Thessalonians 5: 16-18) 
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