ST. CHRISTINE’S PARISH FAMILY
1295 Main Street, Marshfield, MA 02050

March 14, 2021
Easter Sunday) is a wonderful way to enter more fully
into the events of the Lord’s Supper, Passion, Death,
and Resurrection.

Dear Friends,

CONSIDER JOINING ONE OF THE PRAYER
EXPERIENCES| This year, why not
consider committing to our in person stations on
Thursdays at 4:30 pm or our Sunday night rosary on
Zoom at 7:30 pm. Link on the Website. Open to
all parishioners, children and older, no audition or
experience is required, just a willingness and an
eagerness to participate! All are encouraged to
participate.

This Sunday is traditionally known as Laetare Sunday.
The word “Laetare” is the first word of the Introit (also
known as the Entrance Antiphon) for the fourth
Sunday of Lent and is the Latin word for
“rejoice.” Before we started singing hymns to begin
Mass, the Introit was normally chanted in Latin as the
priest approached the altar. Certain Sundays
throughout the liturgical year have taken their names
from the first word in Latin of the Introit. Laetare
Sunday is one of these.

Easter is fast approaching as we celebrate the Fourth
Sunday of Lent. We are much closer to the renewal of
our baptismal promises and to celebrating Easter.

With only two and a half weeks before the end of Lent
and the beginning of the Paschal Triduum, it’s a good
time to pause and ask ourselves how Lent is going. If
you haven’t already entered into the spirit of the
season, it’s not too late. Here are some ways that you
can still prepare well for Easter.

Love, Father Steve

ATTEND MASS | We offer daily Mass on Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday at 9:00 a.m.
We offer weekend Masses at 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays
and at 7:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.
Bring a friend or neighbor to Church during Lent.

Saturday, March 13
5:00 pm John Raffa - Month’s Mind
Sunday, March 14
7:00 am Our Parish Family
9:00 am Nancy Grant - 2nd Anniversary
11:00 am Louise Tracy - 16th Anniversary
Tuesday, March 16
9:00 am Alina - Special Intention
Wednesday, March 17
9:00 am Thomas McCarthy, Sr.- Birthday Remembrance
Saturday, March 20
5:00 pm Michael and Margaret Nealis - Memorial
Sunday, March 21
7:00 am
Our Parish Family
9:00 am
Anne Fegan - Birthday Remembrance
11:00 am
Celeste Cerra - Memorial

SAY GRACE | Say Grace before meals, thanking God
for the bounty in your life, praying for the poor and for
those whose work on land and sea brings food to your
table.
FRIDAY ABSTINENCE AND FASTING | We are
asked to abstain from meat on the Fridays during Lent.
We are also asked to fast on Good Friday by taking
only one full meal and two other smaller ones, eating
nothing between meals.
CELEBRATE RECONCILIATION | The Sacrament
of Reconciliation is a wonderfully powerful
celebration of God’s mercy and love; sadly, however,
the sacrament has gotten a bad rap. If you’ve been
away for a long time (or even a very long time!),
consider taking advantage of the sacrament this Lent.
We are participating in the Archdiocesan “The Light Is
On For You” Lenten initiative and the church is open
for confessions on all the Saturday evenings of Lent
from 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm.
COMMIT TO ATTENDING THE TRIDUUM |
Participating in the Paschal Triduum (Holy Thursday,
Good Friday, and the Great Vigil of Easter or
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Catholic Appeal 2021: Today in every parish across
the Archdiocese, Cardinal Sean calls on us to support
the annual Catholic Appeal. The success of the Appeal
is vital in funding the 51 central ministries that provide
assistance to our parishes, schools, and communities in
a variety of ways. Every gift, regardless of the size,
is meaningful and can make an impact. Your
participation in this weekend’s campaign is very much
appreciated by our parish and the thousands that are
served through the Archdiocesan Central Ministries.
Thank you for your generosity and support of the 2021
Catholic Appeal this weekend.

Fourth Sunday of Lent
EASTER FLOWER ENVELOPES are

Tuition fees are now due. Please remit your
payment to the CCD office as soon as possible.
Grade 2 First Penance Saturday, March 20th
Group 1 9:30 am
Group 2 11:00 am
When you arrive that day, please enter through the
foyer of the Church, pick up your child’s name tag and
a copy of the Act of Contrition. Thank you.
Grades 1 thru 5 Zoom classes will take place on:
Sunday, March 21st
10:00 – 11:00 am
Monday through Thursday from 4:00 to 5:30 pm
March 22nd, 23rd, 24th and 25th
First Holy Communion Clothing: If you have a First
Communion dress or suit that you would like to donate
for our communicants, please bring it to the CCD
office. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

now available at the doors of the church
for your offering in memory of your
deceased relatives and friends. Please
PRINT CLEARLY the names of your
deceased loved ones on the back of the
envelope and return it in the collection box or to the
rectory. You may also make a donation on-line by
going to our website and clicking the on-line icon and
follow the directions for Quick Give. Thank you.

*** Masses on Palm Sunday and Easter ***
With Holy Week approaching, we are now taking
reservations on Wednesday, March 17th and Thursday
March 18th between the hours of 10 am and 3 pm for
seating at Masses on Palm Sunday and Easter.
Masses will take place in the church only on:
Palm Sunday Weekend
Saturday - 5 pm Sunday 7 - 9 and 11 am
Easter Vigil (Saturday) - 7:30 pm
Easter Sunday - 7:00 - 9:00 - 11:00 am
We will also need volunteers to help with seating and
cleaning the pews after each Mass.
To make a reservation, please call Ann at the rectory
at 781-834-6003.
[

St. Christine’s Scholarships application forms for
any graduating high school senior who is a member of
our parish are now available in the sacristy and
rectory. Applications are also available on our parish
website under CCD Youth Ministry and through the
Guidance Office at Marshfield High School.
Completed forms with a photo and required essay must
be submitted via email by Monday, April 1st
If you would like to remember a family member or
friend by honoring them with a scholarship in their
name, please contact Fr. Steve at the rectory.
LENTEN SCHEDULE
Monday through Friday
Mass: 9:00 am
Saturday: No morning Mass

GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION 2021
Our Grand Annual Collection is now taking place.
This fund is necessary to balance our church budget.
Grand Annual envelopes have been mailed to all our
parishioners. Each family is asked to contribute $400
dollars. However, what one gives is your choice and
no one should give beyond their means. Your envelope
may be mailed or returned to the church or to the
rectory anytime. You may also make a donation
on-line either as a one time payment or over a period
of time. I am so grateful to you. Thank you for your
faithful support of our parish.

Confessions: Saturday: 4:00 - 4:45 pm
Stations of the Cross 4:30 pm in the church
Thursdays: March 18th and March 25th
Lenten Collections - During Lent, we will collect food
and related items to help the Marshfield Food Pantry.
You are asked to bring the following items on:
March 13/14
March 20/21

Progresso soups and
macaroni and cheese
soap, laundry and dishwashing
detergents

St. Christine’s Grand Annual Collection
Goal:
$ 120,000
Total Received:
$ 93,085
Thank you for your generosity and support .
Vocation: We pray that the world will transform into
a place of love, justice and peace.
Reflection: How have you fallen this Lent?
How does God lift you back up?
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You can support St. Christine’s
Parish on a regular basis by signing
up for Online Giving. This method is
a convenient, dependable and secure
means of giving for you. Please click on the
Online Giving icon on our parish website at
www.saintchristines.org. If you need any assistance,
please call the rectory at 781-834-6003.
OFFERTORY COLLECTION

HAPPY SAINT PATRICK’S DAY
Though he is the patron Saint of Ireland,
Patrick himself is not Irish-born. He was the
son of Calpurnis, a Roman army officer in Britain
during the 5th century. Captured as a teenager by
slavers in South Wales, Patrick was sold and remained
a slave in Ireland for six years. Inspired by God in a
dream, Patrick escaped slavery and eventually joined a
monastery in France. He was ordained a priest and
after twelve years another dream from God inspired
him to convert the Irish. His mission lasted three
decades and proved to be very successful. Saint Patrick
died on March 17, 461 and remains one of the great
saints in the history of the Catholic Church.

March 7/8

Budgeted Goal:
$ 9,800
Received:
$ 4,632
On–Line Giving:
$ 2,750
Total:
$ 7,382
Deficit:
$ 2,418
Thank you for your generous and faithful support.

CWTT is preparing for Easter. You are invited to
learn to decoupage eggs for your Easter baskets and
home décor by using pretty napkins on Thursday,
March 25th at 7:00 pm. You can also learn to make a
“Survival Kit from God” for someone who is
struggling or needs support. There will be an Easter
Basket to raffle off too. Please contact Jeanne
Dominick at mjsdmed@aol.com for registration or if
you have any questions.

CWTT: Lenten Acts of Kindness Challenge
Catholic Women Today and Tomorrow is happy to
announce the Lenten Acts of Kindness Challenge.
We encourage you to perform one act of kindness each
day during the month of March. There are two ways to
participate:
1. Go

to www.stchristines.org and click
“Lenten Acts of Kindness Challenge”

on

2. On Facebook, join Catholic Women Today and
Tomorrow Events & Church Activities/Facebook
Then tell us about some of your “Acts of Kindness.”
All who share an act of kindness will have their name
entered in a raffle. On April 1st, one name will be
drawn and $100 will be donated to a non-profit
organization of the winner’s choice.

A Virtual Lenten Retreat
Cardinal Sean O’Malley OFM, will offer a Virtual
Lenten Retreat from Monday, March 22nd through
Saturday, March 26th. Each night will have a different
topic and will be aired on Catholic TV at 7:00 pm.
This retreat is a means for our shepherd to comfort us,
to give us the hope we need right now and to use this
opportunity to enter more deeply into Lent and grow
in your relationship with God. The Retreat will be
broadcast on Verizon on channel 296 or on Comcast
on channel 268. Join us !!!!

Here’s the link to what people would fill out if they
clicked on the event in the bulletin.
Lenten Acts of Kindness
https://forms.gle/nRacFor1LG3NJdLx7
FIAT is a gathering of women who are interested in
learning more about the religious life. You are invited
to their next ZOOM meeting on Wednesday,
March 24th at 7:00 pm . The topic will be “The Stations
of the Cross.” For information, please contact Sister
Marian Batho, CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or
call 617-746-2025.

Advertiser of the Week

Sacred Heart School in Kingston MA
Preschool through Grade 8
Contact the Admissions Office at 781-585-7511

The Stations of the Cross will be
prayed in the Church on
Thursdays at 4:30 pm.
March 18th and 25th

Visit: admissions@sacredheartkingston.com
or www.sacredheartkingston.com
Please support the businesses that advertise in our
bulletin which helps to defray the cost of the bulletin.
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURES & THOUGHTS
For the Parish Family of Saint Christine

Reading

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 14, 2021

2 Chron 36:14-16, 19-23

Are we the messengers sent from Him or the “princes of Judah”
guilty of infidelity? We, too, have been granted forgiveness!?!
In those days, all the princes of Judah, the priests, and the people
added infidelity to infidelity, practicing all the abominations of
the nations and polluting the LORD’s temple which he had consecrated in Jerusalem. Early and often did the LORD, the God of
their fathers, send his messengers to them, for he had compassion
on his people and his dwelling place. But they mocked the messengers of God, despised his warnings, and scoffed at his prophets, until the anger of the LORD against his people was so inflamed that there was no remedy. Their enemies burnt the house
of God, tore down the walls of Jerusalem, set all its palaces afire,
and destroyed all its precious objects. Those who escaped the
sword were carried captive to Babylon, where they became servants of the king of the Chaldeans and his sons until the kingdom
of the Persians came to power. All this was to fulfill the word of
the LORD spoken by Jeremiah: “Until the land has retrieved its
lost Sabbaths, during all the time it lies waste it shall have rest
while seventy years are fulfilled.” In the first year of Cyrus, king
of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by
Jeremiah, the LORD inspired King Cyrus of Persia to issue this
proclamation throughout his kingdom, both by word of mouth and
in writing: “Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia: All the kingdoms of
the earth the LORD, the God of heaven, has given to me, and he
has also charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, which is
in Judah. Whoever, therefore, among you belongs to any part of
his people, let him go up, and may his God be with him!”
PS 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6
Psalm
The Israelites are exiled in Babylon. This psalm is made for them so
they will not forget their homeland. Will we keep true to our God if we
are cut off from Him?

R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!
By the streams of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered
Zion. On the aspens of that land we hung up our harps.

R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!
For there our captors asked of us the lyrics of our songs, And our
despoilers urged us to be joyous: “Sing for us the songs of Zion!”

R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!
How could we sing a song of the LORD in a foreign land? If I
forget you, Jerusalem, may my right hand be forgotten!
R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!
May my tongue cleave to my palate if I remember you not,
If I place not Jerusalem ahead of my joy.
R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!

Reading

Eph 2:4-10

Paul tells us that God’s grace is always with us, even
in our ‘transgressions’. “For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and this is not from you(works); it
is a gift of God.”
Brothers and sisters:
God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he
had for us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, brought us to life with Christ — by grace you
have been saved —, raised us up with him, and seated
us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, that in the
ages to come He might show the immeasurable riches
of his grace in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For
by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is
not from you; it is the gift of God; it is not from works,
so no one may boast. For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has
prepared in advance, that we should live in them.
Verse Before the Gospel
Jn 3:16
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him might have eternal life.
Gospel

Jn 3:14-21

This is one of the cornerstones of our faith. Jesus came
to forgive our ‘transgressions’ so that we can eternally
live with him. What does it take to live eternally?
“Whoever believes in him” is the answer.
Jesus said to Nicodemus:
“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone
who believes in him may have eternal life.”
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish
but might have eternal life.
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved
through him.
Whoever believes in him will not be condemned,
but whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because he has not believed in the name of
the only Son of God.
And this is the verdict,
that the light came into the world,
but people preferred darkness to light,
because their works were evil.
For everyone who does wicked things hates the light
and does not come toward the light,
so that his works might not be exposed.
But whoever lives the truth comes to the light,
so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.

Some Thoughts:

Here’s a couple of ways to help remember that Jesus is
here. Color below– and Walk in the Light—

Are you afraid of the dark? It is not unusual for children to be afraid of the dark. Some of you may have
a night light in your bedroom. You shouldn't be embarrassed. In fact, it might be a wise thing to do.
Suppose you wake up in the night and need a drink
of water. If you get up in the dark to go get a drink,
you might stub your toe or bump your shin. Ouch!
That hurts.
If you go for a walk at night, it is a good idea to
carry a flashlight or lantern. Even if you are not
afraid of the dark, you might step in a hole and
sprain your ankle. A flashlight or lantern will help
you avoid those things that could harm you. If you
have the choice of walking in the dark or walking in
the light, which would you choose? I know which
one I would choose!
In our Bible readings today, Jesus talks about light
and darkness. Jesus said, "Light has come into the
world." Do you know what the Light is that Jesus
was talking about? He was talking about himself. In
another place, Jesus said, "I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."
You might be surprised to know that some people
actually choose to walk in darkness rather than in the
light. Can you imagine that? Why would they do
that? Jesus tells us, "Everyone who does evil hates
the light, and will not come into the light for fear
that their evil deeds will be exposed."
Every day we make choices. If we live by truth, we
walk in the light so that it may be plainly seen. As
Jesus said, "Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven." What choice will you
make? Will you walk in the light or in the darkness?
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