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Tuesday & Thursday, 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM
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Malcolm S. Colgate
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER
Linda Barrows
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Anna Richard
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR
Diane Pitney
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturday 3-3:30 PM, or by appointment
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
Arrangements must be made at
least one year in advance.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please call the Rectory to
schedule a Baptismal instruction.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:
Please let us know of anyone who would like
to receive the Sacrament.
PARISH REGISTRATION:
If you would like to become a member
of the Parish, please call the Rectory.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
Programs for education in our Faith are held
weekly. Please call the Religious Education Office:
978-874- 1559.
CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA):
Adults who are interested in becoming members of
the Catholic Faith are invited to join the RCIA.
Please call the Rectory for information.
VISITATION OF THE SICK:
Our Eucharistic Ministers are always pleased to
bring the Eucharist to parishioners who are unable
to join us for weekly worship. If you or a family
member would like to receive Communion, please
call the Rectory. If you know of someone from the
Parish who is in the hospital and would like a
visit from the Pastor, please let us know.
ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CHOIR:
Contact Anna Richard at 978-874-0012.
OUR FATHER’S HOUSE PROJECT:
Feeding the Hungry: Second Tuesday of the month.

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 18, 2019

LORD’S DAY MASSES
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 (Family)
11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday through Wednesday
8:00 AM in the Chapel

ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR PARISH
Mass
Intentions
For The Week

^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͙͘ƵŐƵƐƚϭϳ
ϰ͗ϬϬWDŶĚǇ>ĂŶŐůŽŝƐ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ
^ƵŶĚĂǇ͙͘ƵŐƵƐƚϭϴdǁĞŶƚŝĞƚŚ^ƵŶĚĂǇŝŶKƌĚŝŶĂƌǇdŝŵĞ
ϵ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ/ŶƚĞŶƚŝŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞWĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐ
ϭϭ͗ϬϬDWĂƵůŝŶĞƌĐĂŶŐĞůŝ^ŵŝƚŚ͖ZĞƋďǇŚĞƌƐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

ůďĞƌƚƌĐĂŶŐĞůŝ͖ZĞƋďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ

DŽŶĚĂǇ͘͘͘ƵŐƵƐƚϭϵ
ϴ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ/ŶƚĞŶƚŝŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞWĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐ
dƵĞƐĚĂǇ͙ƵŐƵƐƚϮϬ
ϴ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ,ŽůǇ^ŽƵůƐŝŶWƵƌŐĂƚŽƌǇ
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͙ƵŐƵƐƚϮϭ
ϴ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌĂŶŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞŝŶǀŽĐĂƚŝŽŶƐƚŽƚŚĞ
 WƌŝĞƐƚŚŽŽĚĂŶĚŽŶƐĞĐƌĂƚĞĚ>ŝĨĞ

^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͙͘ƵŐƵƐƚϮϰ
ϰ͗ϬϬWDĚ,ĂƌďƌŽŶ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇŚŝƐtŝĨĞ
^ƵŶĚĂǇ͙͘ƵŐƵƐƚϮϱdǁĞŶƚǇͲ&ŝƌƐƚ^ƵŶĚĂǇŝŶKƌĚŝŶĂƌǇdŝŵĞ
ϵ͗ϬϬDůĂƌĞŶĐĞ:ĂĐƋƵĞƐ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇƚŚĞ&ĂŵŝůǇ

ϭϭ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ/ŶƚĞŶƚŝŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞWĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐ

Let us give what we cannot keep
to gain what we cannot lose.

Last Week’s Offertory
Online Giving
Eastern Europe

$2,907.00
$ 420.00
$ 226.00

Thank you for your generous support of the Parish.
Your weekly financial support enables
Saint Edward's to provide for the needs of our Parish.

Religious Education begins Sunday, September 29, 2019!
Grades 1-5 meet Sunday mornings from 10 - 10:50 am.
Grades 6-8 & 9-10 meet two Sundays a month from 6-8 pm
Forms available online and at the back of the church.
All children must be registered before the first class.
Volunteers are needed. Please contact Diane Pitney, Office

of Religious Education with any questions, 874-1559.
Partners in Charity
St. Edward’s has collected over $31,130. in pledges and gifts.
We are at 96% of our goal of $32,500. Please help us to get there
by making a pledge or donation now. Thank you!

WESTMINSTER
SUNDAY GOSPEL MEDITATION
The Prince of Peace wants to set the world on fire? This Sunday's Gospel can sound more intense than what we may be accustomed to. It's a passage of contradictions. Jesus so clearly prays
for unity, yet here he speaks of division. Why would our God who
comes as an offering of love speak so frankly about causing relationships to be torn apart?
The sobering truth is that Jesus is divisive. We see this throughout the Gospels, as the Pharisees critique him, the Romans condemn him, and not everyone in the crowd is enthusiastic about his
words. Jesus has not come for the purpose of dividing, but what
he does is so radical that it upends the
status quo. And it doesn't end with his
preaching and miracles! "There is a baptism with which I must be baptized." Jesus
isn't talking about his baptism at the Jordan River, which has already occurred,
but the passing through the waters of
death on the Cross and rising again to new life in the resurrection.
This is divisive stuff! Christ's spiritual fire turned the "fathers" the Jewish people and Pharisees - against the "sons" - the common people. Not everyone wants the Gospel Jesus is preaching.
Not everyone wants to be set on fire with the desire to love others.
Some prefer to put on a warm sweater and curl up in front of the
TV.
In living and loving as Jesus did, we, too, might ruffle some
feathers. In disciplining our teenage child for sneaking out, we
may cause some division (temporarily, we hope!). In standing up
to gossip and the spread of cruel rumors in our workplace, we
might cause division. In emphasizing the dignity of both the desperate mother and the unborn child, we might cause division. Not
everyone wants the Gospel Jesus is preaching. Not everyone
wants the Gospel we are invited to live. But that's no excuse not
to live it.
“Reverence is the pole on which the world turns.”
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

LIVE THE LITURGY
Our baptismal rite instructs the parents and godparents of the
newly baptized children, "May they keep the flame of faith alive in
their hearts." Faith has often been associated with fire. While fire
can be useful and welcomed as a source of light and warmth, it can
also be devastating and destructive. The Gospel is very much like
this. On the one hand, Jesus speaks of healing, liberty, mercy, and
forgiveness. On the other, he challenges the secular mindset and
ideology, risks opposition, and pushes people out of their comfort
zones. We are more attracted to things that make us feel better
about ourselves. Equipped with the flame of faith, are we willing to
see the bigger picture and risk popularity and self-preservation in
favor of the kingdom of God?
WORD OF LIFE
“The Church affirms the inviolable dignity of every person, regardless of
the duration or extent of the person’s incapacity or dependency. Nothing
diminishes the unchangeable dignity and sanctity of a person’s life, or the
obligation to protect and care for it.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“Catholic Considerations for Our Earthly Passing”

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JEWELRY ROOM is looking for embroidery hoops 10” –
12”. They can borrow them for the Fall Festival and return
them to you. Call Gerry Nason if you have any, 978-8742840.
Let Doctors Practice Medicine, Not Abortion!
Do you think it's fair that doctors should be forced to perform abortions against their beliefs? Or that taxpayers should be forced to
pay for them?
If the answer is NO, please send a comment to the Department of
Health and Human Services today!
A little background: In June, the Trump Administration took steps
to protect life and religious freedom by correcting an Obamacare
rule. Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act ("ACA") bans sex
discrimination in federally-funded health programs and activities.
But after the ACA became law, the Obama Administration issued
rules that wrongly interpreted "sex" in section 1557 to include
"termination of pregnancy" and also "gender identity."
Conscience and religious freedom count! This unfair rule put
health care providers-and health plans-at risk of being charged with
sex discrimination!
The Trump Administration has proposed new rules to eliminate this
definition of "sex." The rules clarify that section 1557 does NOT
force healthcare providers and insurers to perform or pay for abortion or gender transition procedures. In addition, the proposed
rules recognize that nondiscrimination requirements must be interpreted in line with the First Amendment of the Constitution and
federal pro-life, religious freedom, and freedom of conscience
laws.
It is important that we share our support for these proposed rules
with HHS!
Quotes from Church Documents...
The family has a special role to play throughout the life of its members,
from birth to death. It is truly ‘the sanctuary of life: the place in which
life – the gift of God – can be properly welcomed and protected against
the many attacks to which it is exposed, and can develop in accordance
with what constitutes authentic human growth.’(CA, n. 39) Consequently the role of the family in building a culture of life is decisive and
irreplaceable.”
~ Pope John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, n.92

Women’s Mini-Retreat - October 19 Save the Date!
The Commission for Women of the Diocese of Worcester will
be having a Mini-Retreat for Women entitled “A Spiritual Path
for Healing our Woundedness” on Saturday, October 19 at St.
Mary Parish Hall, Main Street, Shrewsbury. Our speaker will be Sr.
Kathryn Hermes, FSP, MTS. She is a Daughter of St. Paul and
currently directs the Acquisitions Office for Pauline Book and
Media Centers.
Our Father's Table is in need of volunteers for Tuesday and
Thursdays. A cook’s helper for Thursday’s from 1 PM to 5:30
PM (No experience necessary, will train)
A dish washer for Tuesday’s from 5 PM to 6 PM.
Food servers and cleanup volunteers on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s from 5 PM to 6 PM.
We are located at Faith Christian Church, 40 Boutelle St. in
Fitchburg.
Please call David Sciabarrasi at 978-345-6950 and leave your
name and contact number or email me
atdavid.sciabarrasi@comcast.netif interested.

AUGUST 18, 2019
Readings for the week of August 18, 2019
Sunday:
Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 [14b]/Heb 12:14/Lk 12:49-53
Monday:
Jgs 2:11-19/Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 43ab and
44 [4a]/Mt 19:16-22
Tuesday:
Jgs 6:11-24a/Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 9b]/Mt
19:23-30
Wednesday: Jgs 9:6-15/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [2a]/Mt 20:1-16
Thursday:
Jgs 11:29-39a/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [8a and 9a]/
Mt 22:1-14
Friday: Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a, 9bc-10
[1b]/Mt 22:34-40
Saturday:
Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/Jn
1:45-51
Next Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2, [Mk 16:15]/Heb 12:5-7,
11-13/Lk 13:22-30
FALL FESTIVAL – Sept 14, 2019, 10am-6pm / Booth Set-up
Day: Sat. Sep. 7 (8am-noon), Tent Set-Up Thurs. Sep. 12,
5pm and final set-up 7-9am, Sept. 14. Attic Treasures dropoff July 13 thru Sept. 9, daily 3pm to 8pm, in the Parish Center.
Clean out the attic and garage to donate saleable, clean
items. Prohibited items: clothes, used plush toys, computers,
tires, TV’s, large furniture/sets, tables/chair sets, entertainment
centers, hutches, bookcases. If you have a large item you want to
donate, please contact, Eileen McIntyre, 978-874-0472, before
you deliver the item to us. PLEASE wash all kitchenware, dishes,
glassware, pots, kids toys, & knick knacks to help us
out. Holiday Room is back again. Eddie’s Auction – donate
any NEW kitchenware, housewares, gift cards to local stores,
gifts that are not to your liking. Mark them as “new”. All new
items valued $150+ will go into the Grand Auction. Leave valuable items in the resource room. Drop off auction items in August. Resurrected books – leave in the Red Bin in the foyer of
the Parish Center. Please – no encyclopedias or text (school)
books. Theme Baskets start buying items for a theme basket
(kitchen, baby, kids, crafts, pets, spa, office, baking,
etc.) Jewelry – donate real & costume. Bakery Donate packaged goodies Friday, Sept. 13, 5-8pm or Festival Day, 810AM. Individually package small treats in zip-locs & include
ingredients list. Identify w/wo nuts. Work N Play Booth - looking for donations of new tools, new garden & new sports items or
games (value ($15-$25 or more).
Needed: People to volunteer for the various committees to help
with the weeks prior to the Festival, Sunday AM Sept. 15 in Attic
Treasures, food booth servers/cashiers, Kids Karnival for games.
Any questions or to volunteer – call Eileen McIntyre, 978-8740472. Please visit the Scarecrow!
For more info go to http://stedwardconf.org – Fall Festival tab.
Committee Meetings – Tuesdays - Aug. 20, Sept. 3, Sept. 10 at
6:30pm in the parish center. All Committee Chairs – please
plan to attend one of the Sept. meetings to get info & signs.
Any questions, comments or to volunteer – call Eileen McIntyre,
978-874-0472.
Weekly Rosary at 2:45 PM, Saturdays
All are invited to be in the church at 2:40 P.M.
on Saturday afternoons to pray the rosary together.
Come join us!

