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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturday 3-3:30 PM, or by appointment
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
Arrangements must be made at
least one year in advance.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please call the Rectory to
schedule a Baptismal instruction.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:
Please let us know of anyone who would like
to receive the Sacrament.
PARISH REGISTRATION:
If you would like to become a member
of the Parish, fill out green registration form.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
Programs for education in our Faith are held
weekly. Please call the Religious Education Office:
978-874- 1559.
CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA):
Adults who are interested in becoming members of
the Catholic Faith are invited to join the RCIA.
Please call the Rectory for information.
VISITATION OF THE SICK:
Our Eucharistic Ministers are always pleased to
bring the Eucharist to parishioners who are unable
to join us for weekly worship. If you or a family
member would like to receive Communion, please
call the Rectory. If you know of someone from the
Parish who is in the hospital and would like a
visit from the Pastor, please let us know.
ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CHOIR:
Contact Anna Richard at 978-874-0012.

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 29, 2019

LORD’S DAY MASSES
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 (Family)
11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday and Wednesday
8:00 AM in the Chapel

ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR PARISH
Mass
Intentions
For The Week

WESTMINSTER
SUNDAY GOSPEL MEDITATION

If you saw someone dead come to life tomorrow, what would
you change about your life? Would you say “nothing”? That’s
what Jesus seems to hope. After all, we already know what to do.
In this Sunday’s Gospel, a rich man and a poor man pass away,
the former to damnation and the latter to

peaceful rest alongside the Jewish patri^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͙͘^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌϮϴ
archs. The rich man asks if the poor man
ϰ͗ϬϬWDŶĚƌĞdƌĂŝŶƋƵĞ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇtŝĨĞĂŶĚ&ĂŵŝůǇ
can appear to his brothers and advise

them to live a more virtuous life. The
^ƵŶĚĂǇ͘͘^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌϮϵdǁĞŶƚǇͲ^ŝǆƚŚ^ƵŶĚĂǇŝŶKƌĚŝŶĂƌǇdŝŵĞ
parable offers a strong rebuke: “They
ϵ͗ϬϬDĂǀŝĚWĂƌŵĞƚĞƌ͕ϲƚŚŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ
have Moses and the prophets. Let them listen to them.” In other
ϭϭ͗ϬϬDĚǁĂƌĚĂŶĚDĂƌŐĂƌĞƚK͛ŽŶŶĞůů͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ
words, they should already know what to do.
We, too, know what to do. More than Moses, Jesus Christ himĂƌŽů&͘DŽƌŝŶ͕ϮŶĚŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ
self has spoken, and continues to speak through his Church. The

rich man did not heed the wise words, despite knowing them. If

we are convicted against certain Christian teachings in our heart,
DŽŶĚĂǇ͘͘͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϭ
how much good will miraculous “proofs” do? We know more
ϴ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ/ŶƚĞŶƚŝŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞWĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐ
than the law and the prophets — we know the prophetic law of
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͙KĐƚŽďĞƌϮ 
love proclaimed by Jesus Christ. Are we living like we believe it?
ϴ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌĂŶŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞŝŶǀŽĐĂƚŝŽŶƐƚŽƚŚĞ
Where in our lives are we like the rich man? Do we know how
WƌŝĞƐƚŚŽŽĚĂŶĚŽŶƐĞĐƌĂƚĞĚ>ŝĨĞ
to treat the poor but still we ignore them in our excess? Do we

know the third commandment, but the Sunday liturgy feels

“optional” when other weekend commitments arise? Have we
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͙͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϱ
heard Christ’s teachings on sexuality, but consider them out of
ϰ͗ϬϬWDZŽŐĞƌƌŝĚĞĂƵ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇWĂƚƵďĞĂŶĚ&ĂŵŝůǇ
reach for us? We have received a great many truths as Christian

people. We are blessed by God with the sacraments and the abun^ƵŶĚĂǇ͘͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϲdǁĞŶƚǇͲ^ĞǀĞŶƚŚ^ƵŶĚĂǇŝŶKƌĚŝŶĂƌǇdŝŵĞ
dance of His graces. We have what we need — in Him — to beϵ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ/ŶƚĞŶƚŝŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞWĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐ
gin to live a virtuous life now.
ϭϭ͗ϬϬD:ŽŚŶ,ƵĂƌĚ͕ϮŶĚŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ
“But Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets. Let them
DĂƌũŽƌŝĞĂŶĚ&ƌĂŶŬWƌŝĐĞ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ:ŽŚŶƐŽŶ&ĂŵŝůǇ

Let us give what we cannot keep
to gain what we cannot lose.

Last Week’s Offertory:
Online Giving

$2,846.00
$ 279.00

Thank you for your generous support of the Parish.
Your weekly financial support enables
Saint Edward's to provide for the needs of our Parish.

Religious Education begins Sunday, September 29, 2019!
Grades 1-5 meet Sunday mornings from 10 - 10:50 am.
Grades 6-8 & 9-10 meet two Sundays a month from 6-8 pm
Forms available online and at the back of the church.
All children must be registered before the first class.
Volunteers are needed. Please contact Diane Pitney, Office

of Religious Education with any questions, 874-1559.
Annual Fall Collection for Schools—Sept. 29th
Please use an envelope for this collection, some in rear of church.

listen to them.’ He said, ‘Oh no, father Abraham, but if someone from the
dead goes to them, they will repent.’ Then Abraham said, ‘If they will not
listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone should rise from the dead.’” - Lk 16:29-31

LIVE THE LITURGY
People often think that if they witness something miraculous, it would
bring them to a greater faith and motivate them for greater involvement.
Such is not necessarily true, as coming to a real and authentic faith still
requires that we struggle with ourselves a bit and change our approach to
living. Authentic faith is acquired when we see wisdom and life in the
words of the prophets and in the teachings of Jesus Christ. All of these
point us to a God who has a particular set of priorities for how life is meant
to be lived. We have to avoid the trap of complacency that is rooted in
preserving our own self-interests and living lives that pursue
"righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness." (1 TM 6:
11) Complacency keeps us stuck in the status quo and prevents us from
working toward respect for life, equality, and justice, and from advocating
on behalf of the needs of the poor, the homeless, and the alien. Are you
complacent?

Word of Life
“In a striking way, we see today a heightening of the tension between our
nations’ founding principles and political reality. We see this in diminishing respect for the inalienable right to life and in the elimination of legal
protections for those who are most vulnerable. There can be no genuine
justice in our society until the truths which our nation was founded are
more perfectly realized in our culture and law”
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
Living the Gospel of Life: A Challenge to American Catholics

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Blessing of the Animals

Sunday, October 6 at 1:30 pm
First Congregational Church / Westminster

ADULT CHOIR REHEARSALS BEGIN
St. Edward's adult choir will be resuming rehearsals on
Tuesday evening, September 24, at 6:30pm. We are looking for more voices to join us. If you like to sing, please
consider becoming a part of our group. You do not have to
be able to read music. You will be helping our parish to
offer beautiful Liturgy and help people to pray. Choir is a
wonderful way to make friends and to enjoy singing in harmony with others. For more information, please contact
Anna Richard at (978)874-0012.
Women’s Mini-Retreat - October 19
Save the Date! The Commission for Women of the Diocese of
Worcester will be having a Mini-Retreat for Women entitled “A
Spiritual Path for Healing our Woundedness” on Saturday,
October 19 at St. Mary Parish Hall, Main Street, Shrewsbury.
Our speaker will be Sr. Kathryn Hermes, FSP, MTS. She is a
Daughter of St. Paul and currently directs the Acquisitions Office
for Pauline Book and Media Centers.
Interested in becoming an Altar Server or Eucharistic Minister?
We are in need of Altar Servers. If your child is interested, is in grade 3 or
higher, and would like to participate in Mass as an altar server please contact the parish office. Adults, please consider becoming a Eucharistic Minister, call the Parish Office at 978-874-2362 for more information.
The President’s Lecture Series
“What’s Still Wrong with the World”
Historian John C. “Chuck” Chalberg, Ph.D., as
G.K. Chesterton
Tuesday, October 8, 7 pm
Tsotsis Family Academic Center / Jeanne Y. Curtis Performance Hall
Assumption College, Worcester, MA

Dinner at House of Studies
The next Vianney dinner is Thursday Oct. 3at the Holy Name
of Jesus House of Studies. These are nights for men, high school
aged and up, interested in learning more about a priestly vocation. They are welcome to come to all or part of the evening as
their schedule allows. 6:05 PM Mass, 6:30 dinner, and 7 PM social. An RSVP is not needed but it is helpful in getting an accurate count for good.
Care Net
Pregnancy Resource Center
You are cordially invited to our 17th Annual Fundraising Banquet
to be held on
Thursday, October 24, 2019—6 pm
at the Double Tree by Hilton, 99 Erdman Way, Leominster
Register at: www.friendsofcarenetfitchburg.org—or call
978-342-4244 or email at gail.carenet@verizon.net

SEPTEMBER 29, 2019
Readings for the week of September 29, 2019
Sunday:
Am 6:1a, 4-7/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/1 Tm 6:1116/Lk 16:19-31
Monday:
Zec 8:1-8/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23 [17]/
Lk 9:46-50
Tuesday:
Zec 8:20-23/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Zec 8:23]/Lk
9:51-56
Wednesday: Neh 2:1-8/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [6ab]/Mt 18:1-5, 10
Thursday:
Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [9ab]/Lk
10:1-12
Friday: Bar 1:15-22/Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9 [9]/Lk 10:13-16
Saturday:
Bar 4:5-12, 27-29/Ps 69:33-35, 36-37 [34]/Lk
10:17-24
Next Sunday: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/2 Tm 1:6-8,
13-14/Lk 17:5-10
An Octoberfest Dinner will be held on Saturday, October 5, 2019
at St. Edward the Confessor Church Hall, from 5:00 to 7:00 PM.
Menu: Pot Roast with vegetables, gravy, green beans, salad, rolls
and dessert. Cost is $10.00
per adult, $5.00 per child under 12 and children under 6
eat free. Tickets at the door.
Retreat Opportunities at Mary House, Spencer
Yes, we are open! Mary House, now in its 50th year, is a comfortable
countryside farm house with its own chapel and is located at 186 N.
Spencer Road, Spencer. It is open to men and women seeking a place for
prayer and quiet. Located about one mile from St. Joseph’s Abbey in
Spencer. For inquiries or reservations call Joyce at 508-885-5450 or
visit www.maryhousema.com.

The Annunciation Parish Men's Group is a place for men
from High School and older to come together to have some
time to share their faith, to get perspectives from different
generations and to support each other living out our lives as
Catholic men and fathers. Men of all ages will find a place
where they can connect with others. Regular meetings will
be held on the third Monday of the month at 6:30 pm in
the Rectory, 135 Nichols Street, Gardner. Call 978-632-0253
for more information.
OREMUS (LET US PRAY): a Guide to Catholic Prayer an 8
part video-assisted series on Prayer will be led by the priests and
staff of Annunciation Parish in the lower hall at Holy Rosary,
Gardner on Wednesdays 6:30 to 8 pm, starts September 25th and
ending Nov. 20th . The suggested donation is $25 for the participant guide and other handouts, but no one will be turned away
due to financial concerns.
Coats for Kids. The St. Edward the Confessor Parish Outreach
Ministry and the parish K of C council will hold a Coats for Kids
collection from October 5 to October 13, 2019. New and gently
used coats for boys and girls in K through grade 5 will be collected.. Hats and mittens will also be collected. Baskets will be
places in the entry to the church.

Weekly Rosary at 2:45 PM, Saturdays
All are invited to be in the church at
2:40 P.M. on Saturday afternoons to
pray the rosary together.
Come join us!

