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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturday 3-3:30 PM, or by appointment
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
Arrangements must be made at
least one year in advance.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please call the Rectory to
schedule a Baptismal instruction.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:
Please let us know of anyone who would like
to receive the Sacrament.
PARISH REGISTRATION:
If you would like to become a member
of the Parish, fill out green registration form.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
Programs for education in our Faith are held
weekly. Please call the Religious Education Office:
978-874- 1559.
CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA):
Adults who are interested in becoming members of
the Catholic Faith are invited to join the RCIA.
Please call the Rectory for information.
VISITATION OF THE SICK:
Our Eucharistic Ministers are always pleased to
bring the Eucharist to parishioners who are unable
to join us for weekly worship. If you or a family
member would like to receive Communion, please
call the Rectory. If you know of someone from the
Parish who is in the hospital and would like a
visit from the Pastor, please let us know.
ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CHOIR:
Contact Anna Richard at 978-874-0012.

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 6, 2019

LORD’S DAY MASSES
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 (Family)
11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday and Wednesday
8:00 AM in the Chapel

ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR PARISH
Mass
Intentions
For The Week

WESTMINSTER
SUNDAY GOSPEL MEDITATION

“When you have done all you have been commanded, say ‘We
are unprofitable servants; we have done what we were obliged to
do.” The metaphor in the story could seem harsh to us today. A
servant has worked hard all day, and rather than receiving a much
-needed respite, the master commands an

additional task. Jesus, however, is appearing
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͙͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϱ
to their sensibilities. This was a hierarchical
ϰ͗ϬϬWDZŽŐĞƌƌŝĚĞĂƵ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇWĂƚƵďĞĂŶĚ&ĂŵŝůǇ
society in which everyone had a place. His

listeners would know this. No servant would
^ƵŶĚĂǇ͘͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϲdǁĞŶƚǇͲ^ĞǀĞŶƚŚ^ƵŶĚĂǇŝŶKƌĚŝŶĂƌǇdŝŵĞ
presume a reward for good deeds.
ϵ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ/ŶƚĞŶƚŝŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞWĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐ
It’s important to remember that we do have a place at God’s
ϭϭ͗ϬϬD:ŽŚŶ,ƵĂƌĚ͕ϮŶĚŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ
table. But we don’t “earn” it. Dining with the Lord at the heavDĂƌũŽƌŝĞĂŶĚ&ƌĂŶŬWƌŝĐĞ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ:ŽŚŶƐŽŶ&ĂŵŝůǇ
enly wedding feast requires surrender. It requires deep faith in

God and His promises. It also requires commitment. The kingdom
DŽŶĚĂǇ͘͘͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϳ
takes work! There are fields to plow and initiatives to prepare.
ϴ͗ϬϬDĚ>Ă&ŽƌƚƵŶĞ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇDŽƌŶŝŶŐDĂƐƐ'ƌŽƵƉ
There are sheep to tend to and family to care for. There are people
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͙KĐƚŽďĞƌϵ 
waiting for our yes to generous service. When we serve dinner at
a homeless shelter, we are waiting on the table of Christ. When
ϴ͗ϬϬDŶĚǇ>ĂŶŐůŽŝƐ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ
we visit an ill relative, we’re imitating the Good Samaritan. We’re

visiting Jesus! We’re growing his kingdom of life and love.
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͙͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϭϮ
The Gospel today reminds us to check our motives. Are we
ϰ͗ϬϬWDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ,ŽůǇ^ŽƵůƐŝŶWƵƌŐĂƚŽƌǇ
serving
because we’re seeking a reward? Or because we have

faith
that
this is who we’re meant to serve? That is, is this where
^ƵŶĚĂǇ͘͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϭϯdǁĞŶƚǇͲŝŐŚƚŚ^ƵŶĚĂǇŝŶKƌĚŝŶĂƌǇdŝŵĞ
we’re
meant
to be? The Gospel reminds us that this faith can do
ϵ͗ϬϬDEŽƌŵĂŶŽƚĞ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ
powerful things! “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you
ϭϭ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ/ŶƚĞŶƚŝŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞWĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐ
would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the

sea,’ and it would obey you.” But, ultimately, we’re not the ones
ϭϮ͗ϯϬWDĂƉƚŝƐŵŽĨĂŶŝĞů:ŽƐĞƉŚtƌŝŶŬůĞ
doing the deeds. We’re not the ones “earning” the grace. Faith,
and the good we do for others, is a gift.

Let us give what we cannot keep
to gain what we cannot lose.

Last Week’s Offertory:
$3,945.00
Online Giving
$ 540.00
Annual Schools collection $ 285.00
Thank you for your generous support of the Parish.
Your weekly financial support enables
Saint Edward's to provide for the needs of our Parish.
Word of Life
“Within the ‘people of life and the people for life’, the family has a decisive responsibility. This responsibility flows from its very nature as a
community of life and love, founded upon marriage, and from its mission
to ‘guard, reveal and communicate love’ (The Gospel of Life, no. 92).
Citing John Paul II, Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Familiaris Consortio
(22 November 1981)

LIVE THE LITURGY
All of the violence and unrest we regularly witness in our world
can easily distress us. We can also find ourselves wondering how
long it will take before God intervenes and does something about
it. Then we remember our call to discipleship and spreading the
Good News of the Gospel. We recall the persecutions the early
disciples endured and the fate of so many martyrs throughout history, both past and present. It is not God’s responsibility to fix our
mess but ours. God has given us the power of love and a strength
of endurance that comes from Him alone. Our request of God becomes that of the disciples: “Increase our faith.” It is our task to
stand up for the values of the Gospel and live them regardless of
the price.
Father Flood

October 22nd
1:00 PM to 7:00 PM
American Legion
132 Williams Road, Ashburnham

Hosted by the Knights of Columbus

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Blessing of the Animals

Sunday, October 6 at 1:30 pm
First Congregational Church / Westminster

ADULT CHOIR REHEARSALS
St. Edward's adult choir rehearsals are on Tuesday evenings, at 6:30pm. We are looking for more voices to join
us. If you like to sing, please consider becoming a part of
our group. You do not have to be able to read music. You
will be helping our parish to offer beautiful Liturgy and
help people to pray. Choir is a wonderful way to make
friends and to enjoy singing in harmony with others. For
information, please contact Anna Richard (978)874-0012.
Diocese of Worcester – Celebrate Priesthood!
Tuesday, October 22, beginning at 5:30pm – St. Vincent Hospital
Atrium, Worcester. Join us for a Gala featuring a wide variety of
food, wine, beer and soft drinks from leading restaurants and
ethnic parishes. Forms are available online
at worcesterdicoese.org to order tickets or to make a donation. It’s
a Benefit Evening to recognize diocesan priests and support the
Priest Retirement Fund.

Worcester Catholic Women’s Conference
Theme:
“The Eucharist: The Source and Summit of Our Faith”
November 23, 2019
Assumption College
500 Salisbury St / Worcester, MA
For more info, visit our website:
worcestercatholicwomensconference.com
Or Call: Corinn Dahm at 508-277-3669
Bishop Robert J. McManus will celebrate the Diocesan Wedding
Anniversary Mass, Sunday, Oct. 20 at 3 p.m. at the Cathedral of St.
Paul, Worcester. This liturgy of thanksgiving to God for many years
of faithful witness to the sacredness of Christian marriage honors
couples who are marking significant anniversaries (25th, 50th, etc.)
this year. A light reception will follow downstairs. Family & friends
are welcome! Couples should pre-register no later than Oct. 11, complete the registration form at www.worcesterdiocese.org/weddinganniversary-mass, or contact the Office at 508-929-4311.

The President’s Lecture Series
“What’s Still Wrong with the World”
Historian John C. “Chuck” Chalberg, Ph.D., as
G.K. Chesterton
Tuesday, October 8, 7 pm
Tsotsis Family Academic Center / Jeanne Y. Curtis Performance Hall

Assumption College, Worcester
Care Net Pregnancy Resource Center
You are cordially invited to our 17th Annual Fundraising Banquet
to be held on
Thursday, October 24, 2019—6 pm
at the Double Tree by Hilton, 99 Erdman Way, Leominster
Must register at: www.friendsofcarenetfitchburg.org—or call
978-342-4244 or email at gail.carenet@verizon.net

OCTOBER 6, 2019
Readings for the week of October 6, 2019
Sunday:
Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/2 Tm 1:6-8,
13-14/Lk 17:5-10
Monday:
Jon 1:1—2:2, 11/Jon 2:3, 4, 5, 8/Lk 10:25-37
Tuesday:
Jon 3:1-10/Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8 [3]/Lk 10:38-42
Wednesday: Jon 4:1-11/Ps 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10 [15]/Lk 11:1-4
Thursday: Mal 3:13-20b/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps 40:5a]/
Lk 11:5-13
Friday:
Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2/Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9 [9]/
Lk 11:15-26
Saturday: Jl 4:12-21/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12a]/Lk 11:27-28
Next Sunday: 2 Kgs 5:14-17/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [cf. 2b]/
2 Tm 2:8-13/Lk 17:11-19
The Outreach Ministry is in need of volunteers who can
drive senior parishioners from their homes to Mass and
return to their homes. Let me know what Masses you would
be able to volunteer for.
If you can drive a person to Mass on Saturday afternoon or
Sunday morning please call Joe Macchia
at 978 874 6282 or e mail to josephmacchia@aol.com
Coats for Kids. The St. Edward the Confessor Parish Outreach
Ministry and the parish K of C council will hold a Coats for Kids
collection from October 5 to October 13, 2019. New and gently
used coats for boys and girls in K through grade 5 will be collected.. Hats and mittens will also be collected. Baskets will be
places in the entry to the church.
The Annunciation Parish Men's Group is a place for men
from High School and older to come together to have some
time to share their faith, to get perspectives from different
generations and to support each other living out our lives as
Catholic men and fathers. Men of all ages will find a place
where they can connect with others. Regular meetings will
be held on the third Monday of the month at 6:30 pm in
the Rectory, 135 Nichols Street, Gardner. Call 978-632-0253
OCTOBER—The Month of the Rosary
Have you ever wanted to explore the life of Jesus and Mary in a deeper way? Each
decade highlights a sacred episode:
Joyful Mysteries: Through the Annunciation (1) and Visitation (2), we get a
glimpse at Mary’s joyful yes to God. She gives birth to Jesus in the Nativity (3).
Mary and Joseph present their son at the temple (4) and bring him there again when
he is a teenager (5).
Luminous Mysteries: Jesus is baptized in the Jordan River (1) before Mary gives
him a nudge to his first miracle at Cana (2). Jesus proclaims the Gospel (3), is transfigured on Mount Tabor (4), and institutes the Eucharist (5). The light is shining!
Sorrowful Mysteries: Jesus prays in agony in Gethsemane (1), knowing his hour of
suffering has come. After his betrayal and arrest, Jesus is scourged (2) and crowned
with thorns (3). He carries his cross (4), and Mary stands at the foot of the cross as
he is crucified (5).
Glorious Mysteries: Christ is risen in glory (1)! After appearing to those he loves,
he ascends into heaven (2). Jesus’ followers receive the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (3).
Mary, unaffected by original sin, is assumed body and soul into heaven (4), where
she is crowned queen, humble mother of Christ the King (5).

Weekly Rosary at 2:45 PM, Saturdays
All are invited to be in the church at
2:40 P.M. on Saturday afternoons to
pray the rosary together.
Come join us!

