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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturday 3-3:30 PM, or by appointment
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
Arrangements must be made at
least one year in advance.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please call the Rectory to
schedule a Baptismal instruction.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:
Please let us know of anyone who would like
to receive the Sacrament.
PARISH REGISTRATION:
If you would like to become a member
of the Parish, fill out green registration form.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
Programs for education in our Faith are held
weekly. Please call the Religious Education Office:
978-874- 1559.
CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA):
Adults who are interested in becoming members of
the Catholic Faith are invited to join the RCIA.
Please call the Rectory for information.
VISITATION OF THE SICK:
Our Eucharistic Ministers are always pleased to
bring the Eucharist to parishioners who are unable
to join us for weekly worship. If you or a family
member would like to receive Communion, please
call the Rectory. If you know of someone from the
Parish who is in the hospital and would like a
visit from the Pastor, please let us know.
ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CHOIR:
Contact Anna Richard at 978-874-0012.

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 13, 2019

LORD’S DAY MASSES
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 (Family)
11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday and Wednesday
8:00 AM in the Chapel

ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR PARISH
Mass
Intentions
For The Week

WESTMINSTER
SUNDAY GOSPEL MEDITATION

“Ten lepers met him. They stood at a distance …” In the ancient
world and into the Middle Ages, there was no treatment for leprosy. People thought it was wildly contagious and were suspicious
of any skin diseases. Lepers were isolated from civil society. This
isolation was uphold by the Mosaic Law.
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͙͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϭϮ
Should there be a healing from leprosy, the former leper was to
ϰ͗ϬϬWDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ,ŽůǇ^ŽƵůƐŝŶWƵƌŐĂƚŽƌǇ
present himself to a priest to certify the healing. Like Jesus com
mands, “Show yourselves to the priests.”
^ƵŶĚĂǇ͘͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϭϯdǁĞŶƚǇͲŝŐŚƚŚ^ƵŶĚĂǇŝŶKƌĚŝŶĂƌǇdŝŵĞ
ϵ͗ϬϬDEŽƌŵĂŶŽƚĞ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ
The person would then undergo a religious
ϭϭ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ/ŶƚĞŶƚŝŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞWĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐ
rite to be formally reintroduced to society.

In other words, a leper got their life back.
ϭϮ͗ϯϬWDĂƉƚŝƐŵŽĨĂŶŝĞů:ŽƐĞƉŚtƌŝŶŬůĞ
So why didn’t they come back?

“As they were going they were cleansed.
DŽŶĚĂǇ͘͘͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϭϰ
And one of them, realizing he had been healed, returned, glorifyϴ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ,ŽůǇ^ŽƵůƐŝŶWƵƌŐĂƚŽƌǇ
ing God in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of Jesus and
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͙KĐƚŽďĞƌϭϲ 
thanked him.” Of the ten lepers healed by Christ, only one returns
ϴ͗ϬϬDZĂĐŚĞůtŽŽĚ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇŽŶĂŶĚŝĂŶŶĞ>ĞůĂŶĐ
with a grateful heart. The others, perhaps, were thankful enough.

Perhaps they couldn’t believe their luck, and they hastened to the
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͙͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϭϵ
priests to confirm the healing. They were more than willing to
ϰ͗ϬϬWDĚ,ĂƌďƌŽŶ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ^ǇůǀŝĂ,ĂƌďƌŽŶ
leave their life of rejection and isolation behind. Why take any

WŚŝůEĂƐŽŶ͕ϭϴƚŚŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ
steps backward, when the way ahead was so attractive? An atti
tude like this is perhaps understandable, but few would admire it.
^ƵŶĚĂǇ͘͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϮϬdǁĞŶƚǇͲEŝŶƚŚ^ƵŶĚĂǇŝŶKƌĚŝŶĂƌǇdŝŵĞ
How about you? Do you come back? If you’ve ever had the exϵ͗ϬϬD:ĞĂŶ&ŽƌĚ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇĂƌƌŽǁƐ&ĂŵŝůǇ
perience of getting what you hoped and prayed for, you know that

:ŽŚŶ>ĂĂƐƐĞ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇĂƌƌŽǁƐ&ĂŵŝůǇ
this can sometimes be easier said than done. When we’ve wanted
ϭϭ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞĞĐĞĂƐĞĚDĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨ
something badly enough, how easy it can be to focus on the gift


^ƚ͘ĚǁĂƌĚWĂƌŝƐŚ
rather than the giver. The truth is, God is daily offering us gifts:
the gift of our existence, of the created world, of family and
friends, of modern conveniences. Even in times of distress, there
Let us give what we cannot keep
is always something to be thankful for. This Sunday, give yourto gain what we cannot lose.
self a gratitude check. Count your blessings. Glorify God and

Last Week’s Offertory:
$3,582.00
thank Him for the gift of your life!
Online Giving
$ 955.00
And one of them, realizing he had been healed, returned, glorifyBuilding Fund
$ 272.00
Thank you for your generous support of the Parish.
Your weekly financial support enables
Saint Edward's to provide for the needs of our Parish.

October 22nd
1:00 PM to 7:00 PM
American Legion
132 Williams Road, Ashburnham
Hosted by the Knights of Columbus

Father Flood

ing God in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of Jesus and
thanked him. He was a Samaritan. Jesus said in reply, "Ten were
cleansed, were they not? Where are the other nine? Has none but
this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?" - Lk 17:15-18

Question:
How can I practice gratitude in my everyday life?
Answer: God has given each of us many blessings. Fostering an
“attitude of gratitude” might be easier than you think. Simple,
concrete practices can help us to be more thankful more often.
Incorporate it into your dinner with your spouse, or as you tuck
the kids into bed at night. “What are three things you’re thankful
for today?” Make a habit of writing one note a week to someone
special in your life, thanking them for how they’ve impacted you.
This is also a good practice in the workplace. Consider opening
your weekly meetings with a quick round of gratitude sharing.
“I’m grateful John helped me with that last-minute change to my
presentation last week. I wouldn’t have finished it in time for the
meeting without him.” Another way is to designate a few minutes
to thank God. This could be the first bit of your daily prayer time
or after you receive communion on Sundays. Any moment is an
opportunity to praise and thank God.

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
ADULT CHOIR REHEARSALS
St. Edward's adult choir rehearsals are on Tuesday evenings, at 6:30pm. We are looking for more voices to join
us. If you like to sing, please consider becoming a part of
our group. You do not have to be able to read music. You
will be helping our parish to offer beautiful Liturgy and
help people to pray. Choir is a wonderful way to make
friends and to enjoy singing in harmony with others. For
information, please contact Anna Richard (978)874-0012.
Diocese of Worcester – Celebrate Priesthood!
Tuesday, October 22, beginning at 5:30pm – St. Vincent Hospital
Atrium, Worcester. Join us for a Gala featuring a wide variety of
food, wine, beer and soft drinks from leading restaurants and
ethnic parishes. Forms are available online
at worcesterdicoese.org to order tickets or to make a donation. It’s
a Benefit Evening to recognize diocesan priests and support the
Priest Retirement Fund.

Worcester Catholic Women’s Conference
Theme:
“The Eucharist: The Source and Summit of Our Faith”
November 23, 2019
Assumption College
500 Salisbury St / Worcester, MA
For more info, visit our website:
worcestercatholicwomensconference.com
Or Call: Corinn Dahm at 508-277-3669
AFTER THE FALL FESTIVAL MEETING – OCT 23,
Wednesday at 6:30PM in the Parish Center. All committee chairs,
volunteers and anyone interested are invited to join us to recap the
Festival and plan improvements for next year. Bring your ideas or
call me, 978-874-0472, if you are not able to attend.
Bishop Robert J. McManus will celebrate the Diocesan Wedding
Anniversary Mass, Sunday, Oct. 20 at 3 p.m. at the Cathedral of St.
Paul, Worcester. This liturgy of thanksgiving to God for many years
of faithful witness to the sacredness of Christian marriage honors
couples who are marking significant anniversaries (25th, 50th, etc.)
this year. A light reception will follow downstairs. Family & friends
are welcome! Couples should pre-register no later than Oct. 11, complete the registration form at www.worcesterdiocese.org/weddinganniversary-mass, or contact the Office at 508-929-4311.

Annunciation Parish Fall Bazaar at Holy Rosary Church,
Gardner, Friday, Oct. 18 to Sunday, Oct 20th, 11am-7p.m.
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL PARISH, 1 Forest St. Baldwinville

OCTOBER 13, 2019
Readings for the week of October 13, 2019
Sunday: 2 Kgs 5:14-17/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [cf. 2b]/2 Tm 2:813/Lk 17:11-19
Monday: Rom 1:1-7/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [2a]/Lk 11:2932
Tuesday: Rom 1:16-25/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [2a]/Lk 11:37-41
Wednesday: Rom 2:1-11/Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9 [13b]/
Lk 11:42-46
Thursday: Rom 3:21-30/Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab [7]/
Lk 11:47-54
Friday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/
Lk 10:1-9
Saturday: Rom 4:13, 16-18/Ps 105:6-7, 8-9, 42-43 [8a]/
Lk 12:8-12
Next Sunday: Ex 17:8-13/Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [cf. 2]/2
Tm 3:14—4:2/Lk 18:1-8
Our Fall Open House at St. Bernard H.S. will be held
on Sunday, Oct. 20 from 1-3 p.m. Prospective students
and their families will have an opportunity to meet faculty
and current students, take a student-led tour and learn
more about our curriculum, athletics, and extra curricular
activities. 45 Harvard Street, Fitchburg.
Pro-Life Initiative
Abortion kills an innocent human life and we, as Catholics
(Christians), are called by God to protect His precious gift of life.
Did you know that your tax dollars are being used to pay for
abortions in Massachusetts? Fortunately, there is something each
of us can do to stop this. Next weekend, volunteers from the Mass.
Alliance to Stop Taxpayer Funded Abortions (website:
www.stoptaxpayerabortion.org) will be collecting signatures on a
petition to amend the state constitution. Stop by and sign this
petition to help save the lives of unborn babies.

FLOCKNOTE is coming…
We want to communicate more effectively with you.
We also want to make it easy for you to control what types of
announcements you get from us.
This will make it easy to stay plugged in to ministries or
groups that you care about, all by text message or
email updates.
BRING your cell phone to church next weekend and together
we will add you to our “FLOCK”.

Giant Indoor Flea Market ~ Monday, October 14th 8am-12noon
in church hall. Annual Meat Raffle - Sat. Oct. 19that the Baldwinville American Legion, 3 Central St. 6:30 pm.

Used coat collection The St. Edward the Confessor Parish Outreach Ministry will hold a "gently used coats" collection from
October 19 to October 27. Hats and gloves will also be collected.
Baskets will be placed in the entry to the church. These items will
be donated to groups who help the homeless in our area.
We will be working with the parish K of C council here and at St.
Denis Parish.

Weekly Rosary at 2:45 PM, Saturdays
All are invited to be in the church at
2:40 P.M. on Saturday afternoons to
pray the rosary together.
Come join us!

