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10 Church St. 01473
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday & Wednesday, 9:00 AM-1:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday, 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE

978-874-1559 • Reled@stedwardconf.org
ADMINISTRATOR
Rev. William E. Champlin
DEACON

Malcolm S. Colgate
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER
Linda Barrows
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Anna Richard
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR
Diane Pitney
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturday 3-3:30 PM, or by appointment
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
Arrangements must be made at
least one year in advance.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please call the Rectory to
schedule a Baptismal instruction.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:
Please let us know of anyone who would like
to receive the Sacrament.
PARISH REGISTRATION:
If you would like to become a member
of the Parish, fill out green registration form.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
Programs for education in our Faith are held
weekly. Please call the Religious Education Office:
978-874- 1559.
CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA):
Adults who are interested in becoming members of
the Catholic Faith are invited to join the RCIA.
Please call the Rectory for information.
VISITATION OF THE SICK:
Our Eucharistic Ministers are always pleased to
bring the Eucharist to parishioners who are unable
to join us for weekly worship. If you or a family
member would like to receive Communion, please
call the Rectory. If you know of someone from the
Parish who is in the hospital and would like a
visit from the Pastor, please let us know.
ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CHOIR:
Contact Anna Richard at 978-874-0012.

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 20, 2019

LORD’S DAY MASSES
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 (Family)
11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday and Wednesday
8:00 AM in the Chapel

ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR PARISH

WESTMINSTER
SUNDAY GOSPEL MEDITATION

Mass
Intentions
For The Week
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͙͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϭϵ
ϰ͗ϬϬWDĚ,ĂƌďƌŽŶ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ^ǇůǀŝĂ,ĂƌďƌŽŶ

WŚŝůEĂƐŽŶ͕ϭϴƚŚŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ


^ƵŶĚĂǇ͘͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϮϬdǁĞŶƚǇͲEŝŶƚŚ^ƵŶĚĂǇŝŶKƌĚŝŶĂƌǇdŝŵĞ
ϵ͗ϬϬD:ĞĂŶ&ŽƌĚ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇĂƌƌŽǁƐ&ĂŵŝůǇ

:ŽŚŶ>ĂĂƐƐĞ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇĂƌƌŽǁƐ&ĂŵŝůǇ
ϭϭ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞĞĐĞĂƐĞĚDĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨ
^ƚ͘ĚǁĂƌĚWĂƌŝƐŚ

DŽŶĚĂǇ͘͘͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϮϭ
ϴ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ,ŽůǇ^ŽƵůƐŝŶWƵƌŐĂƚŽƌǇ
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͙KĐƚŽďĞƌϮϯ
ϴ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌĂŶŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞŝŶǀŽĐĂƚŝŽŶƐƚŽƚŚĞ
WƌŝĞƐƚŚŽŽĚĂŶĚŽŶƐĞĐƌĂƚĞĚ>ŝĨĞ

^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͙͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϮϲ
ϰ͗ϬϬWD'ůŽƌŝĂWƌŽǀĞŶĐŝĂů͕ϱƚŚŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ

ZĞǆŶŐĞůŵĂŶŶ͕ϮϱƚŚŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ


^ƵŶĚĂǇ͘͘KĐƚŽďĞƌϮϳdŚŝƌƚŝĞƚŚ^ƵŶĚĂǇŝŶKƌĚŝŶĂƌǇdŝŵĞ
ϵ͗ϬϬDdŽŵ>Ă&ůĞƵƌ͕ϭƐƚŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ
ŶŐĞůŵĂŶŶ&ĂŵŝůǇ

ŚĂĚĂŬĞƌ͖ZĞƋ͘ďǇ&ĂŵŝůǇ
ϭϭ͗ϬϬDDĂƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞWĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐŽĨ^ƚ͘ĚǁĂƌĚWĂƌŝƐŚ

Let us give what we cannot keep
to gain what we cannot lose.

Last Week’s Offertory:
Online Giving
Fuel

$3,079.00
$ 390.00
$ 338.00

Thank you for your generous support of the Parish.
Your weekly financial support enables
Saint Edward's to provide for the needs of our Parish.

MINISTRY FAIR

“Render a just decision for me against my adversary.”
Today’s Gospel features a persistent widow who ekes out
justice from a notoriously cold-hearted judge. Why does she
win the day? “Because the widow keeps bothering me.”
Jesus’ recommendation to the disciples is to be persistent in
prayer, because surely God the Father is far more attuned to
their needs than this judge. If only it were that easy, right?
We’ve all experienced the unanswered prayer, the silence
after our cries. When this continues,
sometimes it can be difficult to have faith
in God or believe He answers prayers. It
can be easy to lapse into a sense of His
distance. We want Him to do something
“fair,” which — in our limited view — typically means that
something works out in our favor.
There are, of course, many legitimate cries for justice. We
live in a fallen world filled with flawed human beings. We
hurt each other, sometimes grievously, and our efforts to
remake the world in our image can result in unjust, inhumane systems. Faced with the problem of evil, we may
wonder how God will “secure the rights of his chosen
ones.” Sometimes, He may well seem “slow to answer
them.”
In the face of these very real questions, it’s important to
recall the words of the prophet Isaiah, that God’s thoughts
“are not [our] thoughts.” His ways are not our ways. God
respects the freedom He has given us. When we see what
free will has wrought, perhaps we question God’s better
judgment! Yet somehow, we hear that He mysteriously
works all things for our good. No matter what situation we
find ourselves in, we are always free to love. We are invited
to be persistent in our prayer, to continue bringing our concerns before God in trusting surrender. We are invited to
love well in the circumstances we find ourselves in, to be a
light in the darkness. No matter when — or if — our
prayers are answered the way we would like, we are nonetheless invited to witness to “faith on earth.”
"A widow in that town used to come to him and say, 'Render a just decision
for me against my adversary.' For a long time the judge was unwilling, but
eventually he thought, 'because this widow keeps bothering me I shall deliver a just decision for her lest she finally come and strike me.'"
- Lk 18:3-4b, 5

Father Flood
Next weekend, October 26/27, St. Edward's Ministry Fair will
take place after each mass. This is a chance to learn about the
different ministries that take place at St. Edward's.
Representatives from each of our ministries will be present to
answer any questions. We invite you to come and learn how you
can help our parish by becoming involved in ministry!
All adults and children are welcome!!

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
AFTER THE FALL FESTIVAL MEETING – OCT 23,
Wednesday at 6:30PM in the Parish Center. All committee chairs,
volunteers and anyone interested are invited to join us to recap
the Festival and plan improvements for next year. Bring your
ideas or call me, 978-874-0472, if you are not able to attend.
Women of all ages are invited to join us for a morning of reflection entitled "In Good Company", Saturday, Oct. 26th, Holy Spirit
chapel, 50 Lovewell St, Gardner from 9-noon. This morning will
be an opportunity to reflect on the stories of some of the Saints
and saintly women who have gone before us as well as our own
call to become saints. To register go to their parish website annunciationgardner.org or call 978-632-0253.
Donation of $5 per person may be made at the event.
We spend our time and energy on the necessities of everyday
life, which hold so many things that are beyond our control. But
what is it that we are longing for in the deepest way? This year at
Holy Family, we will explore that deep longing planted in our
hearts by God - a longing for peace, for wholeness, and for relationships that give us joy and lift us up. The retreat begins with a
buffet dinner from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. on Friday evening and concludes Sunday with the celebration of Mass at 10:45 a.m. followed by a hot brunch at noon. Offering: $325 Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center – 303 Tunxis Rd – West Hartford, CT.
More info and to register: holyfamilyretreat.org/themedretreats
Men’s Retreat Date: November 1-3, 2019
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL PARISH,
1 FOREST STREET, BALDWINVILLE -Annual Harvest
Fair ~ Saturday, October 26th on the church grounds & in
the church hall 9:00 am – 3:30 pm.
____________________
St. Anna Parish, 194 Lancaster St, Leominster Christmas
Fair on Friday, Oct. 25, 4–8 pm and Saturday, Oct. 26,
9am – 5:30 pm.

Worcester Catholic Women’s Conference
Theme:
“The Eucharist: The Source and Summit of Our Faith”
November 23, 2019
Assumption College
500 Salisbury St / Worcester, MA
For more info, visit our website:
worcestercatholicwomensconference.com
Or Call: Corinn Dahm at 508-277-3669
October 22nd
1:00 PM to 7:00 PM
American Legion
132 Williams Road, Ashburnham
Hosted by the Knights of Columbus

Used coat collection The St. Edward the Confessor Parish Outreach Ministry will hold a "gently used coats" collection from
October 19 to October 27. Hats and gloves will also be collected.
Baskets will be placed in the entry to the church. These items will
be donated to groups who help the homeless in our area.
We will be working with the parish K of C council here and at St.
Denis Parish.

OCTOBER 20, 2019
Readings for the week of October 20, 2019
Sunday: Ex 17:8-13/Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [cf. 2]/
2 Tm 3:14—4:2/Lk 18:1-8
Monday: Rom 4:20-25/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 [cf. 68]/
Lk 12:13-21
Tuesday: Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9,
10, 17[8a and 9a]/Lk 12:35-38
Wednesday: Rom 6:12-18/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8 [8a]/
Lk 12:39-48
Thursday: Rom 6:19-23/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps 40:5]/
Lk 12:49-53
Friday: Rom 7:18-25a/Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93, 94 [68b]
Lk 12:54-59
Saturday: Rom 8:1-11/Ps 24:1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/
Lk 13:1-9
Our Fall Open House at St. Bernard H.S. will be held
on Sunday, Oct. 20 from 1-3 p.m. Prospective students
and their families will have an opportunity to meet faculty
and current students, take a student-led tour and learn
more about our curriculum, athletics, and extra curricular
activities. 45 Harvard Street, Fitchburg.
Pro-Life Initiative
Abortion kills an innocent human life and we, as Catholics
(Christians), are called by God to protect His precious gift of life.
Did you know that your tax dollars are being used to pay for
abortions in Massachusetts? Fortunately, there is something each
of us can do to stop this. This weekend, volunteers from the Mass.
Alliance to Stop Taxpayer Funded Abortions (website:
www.stoptaxpayerabortion.org) will be collecting signatures on a
petition to amend the state constitution. Stop by and sign this
petition to help save the lives of unborn babies.
LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN
As many people know, we have a Liturgy of the Word for Children at the 9am Mass on most weekends. The purpose of this is
to help our children to hear the Word of God in a way they will
understand. God talks to all of us and children have a unique way
of responding to God's Word. The readings we do are the same as
in the main church, only they are simplified. The leaders also
present ideas on what was read and the children are invited to
participate. They also have a Prayer of the Faithful in which they
are invited to participate by mentioning people we can pray for.
We invite you to send your school aged child (aged kindergarten
and up) to be part of this Liturgy. This is a way for them to know
they are a part of this community of faith.
We are also looking for adults to be Leaders of the Word. This is
a very special and rewarding ministry. It involves some preparation but each team serves only once a month. If you would like to
help children to hear and understand the Word of God, please
contact Anna Richard at 978-874-0012.

Weekly Rosary at 2:45 PM, Saturdays
All are invited to be in the church at
2:40 P.M. on Saturday afternoons to
pray the rosary together.
Come join us!

