
 

 

10 Church St. 01473 

 WEB PAGE:  http://stedwardconf.org 

 EMAIL:  Office@stedwardconf.org  

Tel. 978-874-2362  Fax 978-874-1024 

 

 PARISH OFFICE HOURS  

Monday & Wednesday, 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 

Tuesday & Thursday, 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 

978-874-1559 • Reled@stedwardconf.org 

 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Rev. William E. Champlin 

 

DEACON 

Malcolm S. Colgate 

 

PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER 

Linda Barrows 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Anna Richard 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR 

Diane Pitney 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 

Saturday 3-3:30 PM, or by appointment 

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: 

Arrangements must be made at 

least one year in advance. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 

Please call the Rectory to 

schedule a Baptismal instruction. 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 

Please let us know of anyone who would like 

to receive the Sacrament. 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION: 

If you would like to become a member 

of the Parish, fill out green registration form. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 

Programs for education in our Faith are held 

weekly. Please call the Religious Education Office: 

978-874- 1559. 

 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA): 

Adults who are interested in becoming members of 

the Catholic Faith are invited to join the RCIA. 

Please call the Rectory for information. 

 

VISITATION OF THE SICK: 

Our Eucharistic Ministers are always pleased to 

bring the Eucharist to parishioners who are unable 

to join us for weekly worship. If you or a family 

member would like to receive Communion, please 

call the Rectory. If you know of someone from the 

Parish who is in the hospital and would like a 

visit from the Pastor, please let us know. 

 

ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CHOIR: 

Contact Anna Richard at 978-874-0012. 

 

 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

December 29, 2019 

 

LORD’S DAY MASSES 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 (Family) 

11:00 AM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday and Wednesday 

8:00 AM in the Chapel 

 

 

SAINT EDWARD 

T H E  C O N F E S S O R  

W E S T M I N S T E R  



 

 

ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR PARISH  WESTMINSTER 
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Let us give what we cannot keep 

     to gain what we cannot lose.


�0% 

 

Thank you for your generous support of the Parish.  

Your weekly financial support enables  

   Saint Edward's to provide for the needs of our Parish. 

Mass 

Intentions 

For The Week 

                      SUNDAY GOSPEL MEDITATION  

The Holy Family 

 

   “‘Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay 

there until I tell you.’” 725 kilometers. That’s the distance on 

modern roads from Bethlehem to Cairo. As-

suming one covered 40km a day on foot — 

ambitious for two young parents and their 

infant son — the journey would take well 

over two weeks. Of course, the Holy Family 

didn’t have modern roads. They would travel 

through wilderness, fear bandits, run low on water, and cross the 

vast Sinai Peninsula in a reverse of their forefathers in Exodus. 

Here, in struggle and sacrifice, are the beginnings of the forging 

of the Holy Family. 

   “Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by night and 

departed for Egypt. He stayed there until the death of Herod.” 

Large Jewish communities existed in most major cities of the 

ancient Mediterranean world, after the collapse of their kingdoms 

chronicled in the Old Testament, and Joseph could likely find 

work as a carpenter. All the same, today’s Gospel reminds us that 

the first formational years of Jesus as a babe-in-arms were spent 

in a strange land. The members of the Holy Family were foreign-

ers, outsiders, immigrants.  

   The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. God took on our 

humanity. He is in solidarity with our own trials and difficulties. 

On the feast of the Holy Family, we honor the special place of the 

family within society. We are invited, too, to recall those families 

who share in the struggles of the Holy Family in a particular way. 

We pray for immigrants, asylum seekers, and refugees. We pray 

for all parents who sacrifice their own well-being and comfort so 

their children may have a better life.  

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR 

ORDINARY MOMENTS—God’s GPS Never Fails 

 

  I use GPS wherever I go, and it serves me well most of the time. 

However, sometimes it leads me to a place that does not exist. 

Then there are those times when I am about to turn, and the man 

inside my phone shouts out, “GPS signal lost!” or “Rerouting!” 

The problem is, when the area is unfamiliar to me, I have no choice 

but to listen. I could try to get where I am going by simple intuition 

or by pulling over to look at a paper map, but I don’t trust my sense 

of direction. And I haven’t bought a paper map in close to a dec-

ade! 

   Many people move through life without any direction. They find 

themselves constantly rerouting and wondering when they will ever 

get to a satisfying final destination. What they need is a compass 

and a companion for the journey. Yet they have no idea how to get 

either. 

   Prayer can serve as a compass, and it connects us to a companion 

for the journey. Stewardship living is impossible without prayer. If 

we count on our own will and believe we can become fruitful with-

out daily contact with the Divine, we can find ourselves looking for 

directions more than moving toward a destination. God, through 

prayer, will help us see all we have as a gift. God, through prayer, 

will lead us away from materialism and selfishness and toward 

freedom and generosity. Even when we fall to sin, the path back is 

clearer. God’s GPS signal is never really lost. 

                                                                  — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 

 

Question:  The Bible talks a lot about “testifying” or “giving testimony” 

to our faith. That makes me think of a courtroom. What does testifying 

to faith look like in everyday life? 

Answer:  The courtroom image isn’t too far off for some Christians. The 

Church has often been persecuted, and it was especially intense in the early 

days of the Church, when Acts and the various epistles were being written. 

For persecuted Christians, it did mean attesting publicly to their faith in Jesus 

Christ, sometimes before harsh judges. To testify is to bear witness, and this 

is something we are all called to do.  The call of Jesus is, first and foremost, a 

call to conversion of life. It is a repentance from sin, a casting off of old ways 

of seeing and moving in the world. The Christian life is one of transforma-

tion, becoming more and more like our God of love. In one sense, to testify to 

faith should happen naturally as we live like Jesus did. Our lives should bear 

witness in the respect we accord to others and the uncompromising dignity 

we honor in them. We bear witness in our gratitude, in our joy, in our hope in 

God’s power and grace. This is where we start! Sometimes others might in-

quire, as St. Peter puts it, as to “a reason for your hope.” Now you’re on the 

stand! It’s time to offer, “with gentleness and reverence,” the Good News of 

the Gospel (c.f. 1 Peter 3:15-16). 



 

 

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH  DECEMBER 29,  2019 

Weekly Rosary at 2:45 PM, Saturdays 

All are invited to be in the church at  

2:40 P.M. on Saturday afternoons to  

pray the rosary together.    

Come join us! 

 

March for Life  -  January 24, 2020 

Mass on Thurs., Jan. 23 - 7:30 p.m. 

*  St. Paul's Cathedral followed by departure of buses to  

    Washington, DC 

*  Cost:  $80 per person by Dec. 31  ($95 after Dec. 31) 

*  Registrations accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. 

    Registration deadline: Mon. Jan. 13, or until buses are full,  

    whichever comes first. 

    For complete details, trip itinerary,and registration forms  

    visit our March for Life page 

 Coffee Shop 

 

The Coffee Shop is open on those Sunday mornings when 

Religious Education is taking place.  It runs between the 

two morning Masses.  The Coffee Shop depends upon the 

contributions of those who are participating.  We ask that 

you leave an appropriate donation to cover the cost of the 

items that you are eating and drinking.  Thank you for 

your consideration! 

Flocknote 

Just a friendly reminder to sign up for Flocknote. Our parish 

and parish ministries use Flocknote to keep in touch with 

parishioners about latest news and events.   

Sign up via email or text. To sign up, Text: edwardwest to 

84576 or visit online at:  stedwardconf.flocknote.com 

Once signed up, join the ministries you want to keep in touch 

with.  

Would you like to receive St. Edward’s bulletin online? 

You may subscribe to have a bulletin sent directly to your email 

account each week. Go to our website, click the Bulletin tab and 

it will bring you to PARISHESonline, about half way down the 

page you will see our Bulletins and you can click the Subscribe 

button and follow the instructions to complete the process. 

Pick up your 2020  RELIGIOUS ART CALENDAR 

from the back of the church 

 

The annual Adult Confirmation Ceremony "����������	�Sun-

day, Feb. 9, 2020 ���)�*���������������	����� �!���������%�� 

Office of Religious Education is offering an optional one-day 

retreat to assist you in preparing your candidates for this sacra-

ment it will take place on Sunday,  Jan. 26, 2020 at Blessed Sac-

rament Parish. Website for information:  worcesterdiocese.org/

confirmation  or contact Tina Romeo at 508-929-4303. 

 

 

 Parish Re-Regstration 2020 

One of the most important ways of continuing the vibrancy of our 

parish community is to have accurate records about our parish-

ioners.  While many of our parishioners have been with us for 

many years, some have moved away and new parishioners have 

recently become members of our parish family.  Therefore, our 

parish records are in need of updating to ensure we have accurate 

and comprehensive information. 

Please complete the Registration Form that you have received in 

the mail ad return to the parish office by January 31, 2020.   

If you have any questions, concerns or need of assistance with its 

completion, please call the parish office at 978-874-2362.  

Monthly envelope parishioners will not need to re-register. 

Thank you for your assistance in this necessary endeavor. 

Readings for the week of December 29, 2019 

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/ 

              Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

Monday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18 

Wednesday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/ 

                     Lk 2:16-21 

Thursday:  Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 1:19-28 

Friday: 1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6 [3cd]/Jn 1:29-34 

Saturday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [3cd]/Jn 1:35-42 

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/ 

                       Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

 

POLICY FOR DAILY MASS DURING WINTER 

If school is delayed or cancelled on a day that we have  

morning Mass, that Mass will be cancelled and  

the intention will be rescheduled. 

A Winter Fest Dinner will be held on Saturday, January 

4. 2020 at St. Edward the Confessor Church Hall, 10 

Church Street, Westminster from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. 

Menu: Pork Loin, applesauce, meat-

loaf, mashed potatoes, gravy, buttered 

corn, tangy 4 bean salad, rolls, tapioca 

pudding and cookies. Cost of the dinner 

is $10.00 per adult, $5.00 per child un-

der 12 and children under 6 eat free. Tickets are 

available at the door. 

The Office of Religious Education has begun a new weekly 

newsletter called Update+�which is currently being distributed 

to your catechetical leaders. If you would also like to receive 

this publication please email Tina Romeo 

at tromeo@worcesterdiocese.org 

Wednesday, January 1st  

10:00 AM Mass 

Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

(Holy Day of Obligation) 

 

Vigil Mass 

Monday, Dec. 31 at 4 PM 
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For all your  
printing needs....
large and small

800.649.5550

BOB REED
PLUMBING & HEATING

Repair & Installation
(978) 630-2528

19 OLNEY STREET • GARDNER

CLEGHORN
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL
SERVICE & INSTALLATION
CHRISTOPHER COTE, MP# 12907

978-874-1043 978-345-6519

59 Eastwood Circle • Gardner, MA
978.632.8776
GardnerRehab.com

Gardner New Transitional 
Care Center (TCC)

Family Memorials
Lasting Tributes to  

Those You Love
Monuments

Markers • Lettering
465 West Street • Gardner
Tel/Fax: (978) 632-1323

C.S.C. Michael K. Roberts
Owner

A New Place to Call Home in  
a Community that Cares

(978) 632-8292
hwcommons.com

50 Pine St.|Gardner, MA

 Mon. – Sun. 
 10am – 11pm
 71 Main St. 
 Westminister, MA

Family Owned & Operated
978-874-0326

Delicious Subs, Pizza & Salads

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
TownHouseOfPizzaWestminister.com

LOOKING 
FOR A TRUSTED 

REALTOR?

Jen Shenk provides home buyers & sellers with 
consistently exceptional service & results

Call/Text: 978.870.9260
107 Main St. | Westminster

jennifershenk@KW.com • jenshenk.com

Independence matters.
Short-Term Therapy & Skilled Nursing Care

Life Care Center of Leominster
978-537-0771 • 370 West St., Leominster

The Highlands
978-343-4411 • 335 Nichols Rd., Fitchburg

Joint Commission of accredited LCCA.com

Sherri Tammelin
C: 978.587.5463
O: 978.840.4014
sherri.tammelin@nemoves.com

AFFORDABLE TREE 
& LANDSCAPE LLC

Snow Removal •Cleanup 
Pruning•Wood Processing
Justin  978-786-1059
AFFORDABLE WELL PUMP 

& SUPPLIES CORP.

Joe 978-868-3948

49 Cobbler Dr. | Fitchburg, MA
978-342-9780
Local, Family Owned & 

Customer Focused For Over 30 Years

Oil & Propane

Michele Mathieu
617-304-2770 • 978-534-3100
MMathieu@LAERrealty.com

MicheleMathieu.LAERrealty.com

The Roar That Opens More Doors

  
Brenda Albert 

Full Time Realtor 
Certified Residential Specialist

LAER Realty Partners
Cell: 978-621-3168 | Balbert@LAERrealty.com

www.URHomeTeam.com

Let my 28 years of Experience work for you.
A Life long parishioner of St. Edwards. Born, Raised and Living in Westminster.

WESTMINSTER 
PHARMACY 

Free Delivery 
We Accept All Insurances 
 Call Joe to transfer 
 (978)874-5812 
 Joe Serio RPh

Cardio Pulmonary Rehab Program
Short Term Rehab • Long Term Nursing Care

Four Star Overall Rating with Medicare
Call today for a tour 978-365-4537
1675 Main St. | Lancaster, MA 01523

RiverTerraceRehab.com

978-534-0006
978-342-5326


