
 

 

10 Church St. 01473 

 WEB PAGE:  http://stedwardconf.org 

 EMAIL:  Office@stedwardconf.org  

Tel. 978-874-2362  Fax 978-874-1024 

 

 PARISH OFFICE HOURS  

Monday & Wednesday, 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 

Tuesday & Thursday, 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 

978-874-1559 • Reled@stedwardconf.org 

 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Rev. William E. Champlin 

 

DEACON 

Malcolm S. Colgate 

 

PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER 

Linda Barrows 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Anna Richard 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR 

Diane Pitney 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 

Saturday 3-3:30 PM, or by appointment 

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: 

Arrangements must be made at 

least one year in advance. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 

Please call the Rectory to 

schedule a Baptismal instruction. 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 

Please let us know of anyone who would like 

to receive the Sacrament. 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION: 

If you would like to become a member 

of the Parish, fill out green registration form. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 

Programs for education in our Faith are held 

weekly. Please call the Religious Education Office: 

978-874- 1559. 

 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA): 

Adults who are interested in becoming members of 

the Catholic Faith are invited to join the RCIA. 

Please call the Rectory for information. 

 

VISITATION OF THE SICK: 

Our Eucharistic Ministers are always pleased to 

bring the Eucharist to parishioners who are unable 

to join us for weekly worship. If you or a family 

member would like to receive Communion, please 

call the Rectory. If you know of someone from the 

Parish who is in the hospital and would like a 

visit from the Pastor, please let us know. 

 

ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CHOIR: 

Contact Anna Richard at 978-874-0012. 

 

 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

January 19, 2020 

 

LORD’S DAY MASSES 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 (Family) 

11:00 AM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday and Wednesday 

8:00 AM in the Chapel 

 

 

SAINT EDWARD 

T H E  C O N F E S S O R  

W E S T M I N S T E R  



 

 

ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR PARISH  WESTMINSTER 
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“Let me say this much: He who sows sparingly will reap 

sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will reap bountifully”	
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Last Sunday’s Offering     $3,437.00 

Online Giving                    $   390.00 

 Building Fund                    $  269.00 

                     

  Thank you for your generous support of the Parish.  

Your weekly financial support enables  

   Saint Edward's to provide for the needs of our Parish. 

Mass 

Intentions 

For The Week 

                      SUNDAY GOSPEL MEDITATION  

                             2

nd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time  

  On the cusp of fame, power, or influence, would you turn it 

down? Today’s Gospel again features John the 

Baptist. Controversial but popular, John has 

gathered quite a group of followers. He has 

disciples. People come from near and far to be 

baptized by him. Pharisees and government 

leaders are drawn to his preaching. If John was 

another man, a lesser man, he would have 

claimed his own greatness.  

Instead, John the Baptist is a witness to humility. 

   “The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 

‘Behold the Lamb of God … he is the one of whom I said, “A man 

is coming after me who ranks ahead of me.”… the reason why I 

came baptizing with water was that he might be made known.’” 

Rather than point to himself, John points to Christ. John could 

have grasped at what he had accumulated. He could have seen 

Jesus as a Messianic competitor. Instead, John knows who he is. 

He knows his place as forerunner. Because John knows who Jesus 

is. “I have seen and testified that he is the Son of God.” 

   A life of humility, a life for others, can be challenging to live. 

So much of our culture is built around achievement and 

individualism. We can justify it, too, in pursuit of “greater goods” 

and higher ideals. In the process, however, we might miss our 

own participation in the kingdom of God. John, for all of his 

humility, was not an afterthought. In another Gospel passage, 

Jesus calls him “the greatest prophet,” even the greatest of men. 

Why? Because he fulfills the mission given to him by God: to 

announce the coming of the Messiah. We too are prophets and 

forerunners. Our witness to the Gospel is meant to point people to 

Jesus. Consider your own mission this week. To whom are you 

called to announce the good news of the Son of God?           ©LPi 

 

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR 

ORDINARY MOMENTS  

Play That One Again 

    How many times have you sung the church song, “Here I Am, 

Lord”? If you grew up Catholic and are around my age (still 50!), 

the answer is more than you can count. The song that quotes vari-

ous verses of Scripture is sung using guitar, piano, or organ, by 

cantors and choirs, in traditional and modern churches. It is truly 

a Catholic greatest hit of the modern Church. The question is how 

many times when singing the refrain have you really taken to 

heart what you were singing. 

   “Here I am, Lord; is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the 

night.” Like the biblical figure Samuel, we are responding to the 

call of God by asking for clarification that we are indeed the one 

being called. We then follow up the question with a profound 

statement: “I will go if You lead me.” It is profound because we 

are pledging to our God that we are willing to go wherever He 

wants. We are accepting the challenge put forth in the U.S. Bish-

ops’ pastoral letter, “Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response,” to 

become mature disciples who respond to the call of Jesus Christ 

regardless of the cost. We have sung this pledge repeatedly for 

many years.  

   We never have any idea what God will call us to do and where 

to go. Sometimes the request can ask us for quite a lot. Hopefully, 

we respond like a mature disciple. If not, maybe we should reflect 

more the next time this song is played. The melody will not allow 

for the words, “I will see if I am busy and then decide to go if you 

lead me.” Then again, I don’t want to sing that to God, the source 

of all life anyway. Do you? 

 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

©LPi 

Seasonal Parishioners or Snowbirds 

If you spend the winter away from Saint Edward’s, would you 

please contact the rectory so that we may suspend your envelopes 

for the time you are away. Rectory 978-874-2362 



 

 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  JANUARY 19,  2020 

 

Retreat Opportunities at Mary House, Spencer 

Yes, we are open! Mary House, now in its 50th year, is a comfortable 

countryside farm house with its own chapel and is located at 186 N. 

Spencer Road, Spencer. It is open to men and women seeking a place for 

prayer and quiet. Located about one mile from St. Joseph’s Abbey in 

Spencer. For inquiries or reservations call Joyce at 508-885-5450 or 

visit www.maryhousema.com. 

Weekly Rosary at 2:45 PM, Saturdays 

All are invited to be in the church at  

2:40 P.M. on Saturday afternoons to  

pray the rosary together.    

Come join us! 

The Annunciation Parish Men's Group is a place for men 

from High School and older to come together to have some 

time to share their faith, to get perspectives from different 

generations and to support each other living out our lives as 

Catholic men and fathers. Men of all ages will find a place 

where they can connect with others. Regular meetings will be 

held on the third Monday of the month at 6:30 pm in the 

Rectory, 135 Nichols Street, Gardner. Call 978-632-0253 for 

more information. 

 

 

 

Just a friendly reminder to sign up for Flocknote. Our parish and 

parish ministries use Flocknote to keep in touch with parishioners 

about latest news and events.   

Sign up via email or text. To sign up, Text: edwardwest to 84576 

or visit online at:  stedwardconf.flocknote.com 

Once signed up, join the ministries you want to keep in touch with. 

Ministries like: Book Club, Festival, Choir, Pro-Life Team, Out-

reach group, Youth Ministry.  

Searching for the Ever-Present God 

Fr. Stephen Lundrigan will do a presentation on the hidden and 

not-so-hidden evidence for God’s action in the universe on 

Wednesday, January 22

nd

 @ 7 p.m. in the church hall at Holy 

Rosary, 135 Nichols St. Gardner. Come and invite a friend who 

wonders if there can be proof for God’s existence imbedded in the 

world around us.  

FALL FESTIVAL MEETING Jan. 29, 2020 

All committee chairs and volunteers are invited to a special Fall 

Festival meeting at 6:00PM on Wednesday, Jan. 29, 2020 (Snow 

date: Wednesday, Feb. 5). Please bring with you any suggestions 

to reduce costs, reduce worktime, and new games/raffles/food/

events for the festival. We will be deciding on changes for 2020 at 

this meeting. Contact: Eileen McIntyre, 978-874-0472 with any 

questions. 

Readings for the week of January 19, 2020 

Sunday:  I s 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 [8a, 9a]/ 

               1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34 

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23 [23b]/ 

               Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28 [21a]/ 

                Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10 [1]/ 

                 Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13          

                 [5b]/Mk 3:7-12 

Friday:     1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11 [2a]/Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/ 

                 Mk 16:15-18 

Next Sunday: Is 8:23—9:3/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/1 Cor 1:10-13,  

                 17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 

 

“If someone shared with you she was pregnant and hadn’t ruled 

out having an abortion, would you know how to respond?...When a 

woman is facing a difficult pregnancy, the reaction of the first per-

son she tells tends to set the tone for her decision-making.  How do 

we respond to our friend in a loving way that is life-affirming for 

both her and her baby?”  Consider the four steps of the L.O.V.E. 

Approach:  Listen and Learn, Open Options, Vision and Value, 

Extend and Empower.”Read more at www.respectlife.org/l-o-v-e.  

 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities  “What to Do When a Friend is Consider-

ing Abortion” (www.respectlife.org/l-o-v-e)  

 

*The L.O.V.E. Approach is trademarked by Heartbeat International, Inc. and may 

not be adapted or modified. 

Lion’s Club Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, January 19th at 

the Westminster VFW from 8:00 to 11:00 AM.  Cost $6.00 

each.  This month benefits the Westminster Cub Scouts.  

Please attend if you can. 

A Valentine Dinner will be held on Saturday, February 1, 2020 at 

St. Edward the Confessor Church Hall, from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. 

Menu: Peach glazed chicken, stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, 

carrots, peas, soup, cranberry sauce, rolls and dessert. Cost of the 

dinner is $10.00 per adult, $5.00 per child under 12 and children 

under 6 eat free. Tickets are available at the door.  

January 22 National Day of Prayer 

Did you know that in Dioceses throughout the United 

States, January 22 is designated as a Day of Prayer for the Legal 

Protection of Unborn Human Life?  As Catholics we are called to 

observe this day through the penitential practices of prayer, fast-

ing and/or giving alms, in a way similar to our Lenten prac-

tices.  Learn more about how you can participate 

at www.worcesterdiocese.org/jan-22-day-of-prayer. 

Join us here this Wednesday at St. Edward’s for a 7:00 PM 

Mass for the Protection of Life. 

Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated the last week in Janu-

ary.  St. Anna School in Leominster will be hosting an Open 

House for prospective students and their families on Tuesday, 

January 28th.   

Cribbage Tournament  

The St. Boniface Knights of Columbus is hosting our third Crib-

bage Tournament on Sunday, January 26, 2020 starting at 1pm in 

the St. Boniface Church Hall - 817 Massachusetts Avenue (Route 

2A), Lunenburg. Entry fee is $10 - First prize is $100, Second 

prize is $50 - PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. If you are 

interested call 978-430-7600.  —————————————— 

Local Knights of Columbus will be assisting in the building of a 

house in Ashburnham and are looking for volunteers.  If you 

like working with your hands and helping people in need, here 

is an opportunity to do both.  

Please contact Joel,  508-331-5982. 
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BOB REED
PLUMBING & HEATING

Repair & Installation
(978) 630-2528

19 OLNEY STREET • GARDNER

CLEGHORN
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL
SERVICE & INSTALLATION
CHRISTOPHER COTE, MP# 12907

978-874-1043 978-345-6519

59 Eastwood Circle • Gardner, MA
978.632.8776
GardnerRehab.com

Gardner New Transitional 
Care Center (TCC)

Family Memorials
Lasting Tributes to  

Those You Love
Monuments

Markers • Lettering
465 West Street • Gardner
Tel/Fax: (978) 632-1323

C.S.C. Michael K. Roberts
Owner

A New Place to Call Home in  
a Community that Cares

(978) 632-8292
hwcommons.com

50 Pine St.|Gardner, MA

 Mon. – Sun. 
 10am – 11pm
 71 Main St. 
 Westminister, MA

Family Owned & Operated
978-874-0326

Delicious Subs, Pizza & Salads

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
TownHouseOfPizzaWestminister.com

LOOKING 
FOR A TRUSTED 

REALTOR?

Jen Shenk provides home buyers & sellers with 
consistently exceptional service & results

Call/Text: 978.870.9260
107 Main St. | Westminster

jennifershenk@KW.com • jenshenk.com

Independence matters.
Short-Term Therapy & Skilled Nursing Care

Life Care Center of Leominster
978-537-0771 • 370 West St., Leominster

The Highlands
978-343-4411 • 335 Nichols Rd., Fitchburg

Joint Commission of accredited LCCA.com

Sherri Tammelin
C: 978.587.5463
O: 978.840.4014
sherri.tammelin@nemoves.com

49 Cobbler Dr. | Fitchburg, MA
978-342-9780
Local, Family Owned & 

Customer Focused For Over 30 Years

Oil & Propane

Michele Mathieu
617-304-2770 • 978-534-3100
MMathieu@LAERrealty.com

MicheleMathieu.LAERrealty.com

The Roar That Opens More Doors

  
Brenda Albert 

Full Time Realtor 
Certified Residential Specialist

LAER Realty Partners
Cell: 978-621-3168 | Balbert@LAERrealty.com

www.URHomeTeam.com

Let my 28 years of Experience work for you.
A Life long parishioner of St. Edwards. Born, Raised and Living in Westminster.

WESTMINSTER 
PHARMACY 

Free Delivery 
We Accept All Insurances 
 Call Joe to transfer 
 (978)874-5812 
 Joe Serio RPh

Cardio Pulmonary Rehab Program
Short Term Rehab • Long Term Nursing Care

Four Star Overall Rating with Medicare
Call today for a tour 978-365-4537
1675 Main St. | Lancaster, MA 01523

RiverTerraceRehab.com

978-534-0006
978-342-5326

(978) 630-9212 
MWCC.edu/fitness

158 State Rd. E. • Westminster

978-874-1865
advancedglassmirror.com

Residential, Commercial & Auto Glass

 Ashburnham, Leominster, Lunenberg, 
Westminster, Princeton & Gardner


