
 

 

10 Church St. 01473 

 WEB PAGE:  http://stedwardconf.org 

 EMAIL:  Office@stedwardconf.org  

Tel. 978-874-2362  Fax 978-874-1024 

 

 PARISH OFFICE HOURS  

Monday & Wednesday, 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 

Tuesday & Thursday, 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 

978-874-1559 • Reled@stedwardconf.org 

 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Rev. William E. Champlin 

 

DEACON 

Malcolm S. Colgate 

 

PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER 

Linda Barrows 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Anna Richard 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR 

Diane Pitney 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 

Saturday 3-3:30 PM, or by appointment 

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: 

Arrangements must be made at 

least one year in advance. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 

Please call the Rectory to 

schedule a Baptismal instruction. 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 

Please let us know of anyone who would like 

to receive the Sacrament. 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION: 

If you would like to become a member 

of the Parish, fill out green registration form. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 

Programs for education in our Faith are held 

weekly. Please call the Religious Education Office: 

978-874- 1559. 

 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA): 

Adults who are interested in becoming members of 

the Catholic Faith are invited to join the RCIA. 

Please call the Rectory for information. 

 

VISITATION OF THE SICK: 

Our Eucharistic Ministers are always pleased to 

bring the Eucharist to parishioners who are unable 

to join us for weekly worship. If you or a family 

member would like to receive Communion, please 

call the Rectory. If you know of someone from the 

Parish who is in the hospital and would like a 

visit from the Pastor, please let us know. 

 

ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CHOIR: 

Contact Anna Richard at 978-874-0012. 

 

 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

January 26, 2020 

 

LORD’S DAY MASSES 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 (Family) 

11:00 AM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday and Wednesday 

8:00 AM in the Chapel 

 

 

SAINT EDWARD 

T H E  C O N F E S S O R  

W E S T M I N S T E R  



 

 

ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR PARISH  WESTMINSTER 
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“Let me say this much: He who sows sparingly will reap 

sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will reap bountifully”	

	 																							'((	)���������"	���*				

 

Last Sunday’s Offering     $2,606.00 

Online Giving                    $   305.00               

 

                     

  Thank you for your generous support of the Parish.  

Your weekly financial support enables  

   Saint Edward's to provide for the needs of our Parish. 

Mass 

Intentions 

For The Week 

                      SUNDAY GOSPEL MEDITATION  

3

rd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

   It begins! Jesus is doing something new. “He left Nazareth and 

went to live in Capernaum by the sea.” Jesus leaves his family, 

his profession of carpentry, and everything he has known and 

loved for the previous 30 years. He goes 

because it is time. Something new is 

beginning, and Jesus will not begin it alone. 

“As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, 

he saw two brothers … he walked along 

from there and saw two other brothers.” 

What does he say to these men? “Come after me.” These words 

are for Peter and Andrew, for James and for John. They are also 

for all of us.  

   “Come after me.” The adventure of discipleship will be strange, 

wild, and unexpected. The Apostles surely didn’t know what they 

were getting into. But the invitation is accompanied by a promise. 

“I will make you fishers of men,” Jesus tells the first Apostles. No 

more will their priorities be limited to this particular village, to 

the square miles of the Sea of Galilee. Their eyes will be open to 

the kingdom of God, and their priorities will shift.  

   Most of us will not be called to roam the countryside, but we 

are invited to a similar shift of priorities. “Come after me,” Jesus 

says. “At once they left their nets and followed him.” Drop the 

nets of what you’ve demanded your life to be. Drop your self-

seeking priorities. Drop your concept of religion as a Sunday 

obligation and no more. Drop your disregard for those outside 

your immediate social sphere. Whatever it is that keeps you from 

seeing as Jesus sees, from loving as he loves, start to drop it 

today. Because the kingdom of God is waiting for your yes! 
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RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Drop Your Nets and Be Free 

 

There are times I wish I had no obligations. It would be great to 

take my wife’s hand, hop in the car, and drive into the sunset. 

Where we were going would not matter as much as the fact that we 

would have nowhere we had to be. There would be nothing we had 

to do. No bills. No commitments. No problems. Freedom! 

 

Life doesn’t work like that, however. When Jesus came along and 

asked some fishermen to drop their nets and follow him, they did 

just that. Wow! In some ways, they experienced true freedom. That 

is what Jesus offers all of us. Yet, true freedom looks quite 

different than my dream scenario. 

 

In living in the true freedom that Jesus offers, there are things we 

must do and places we must go. That is because freedom only 

exists in following God’s will, not our own. We are called to be 

and called to give ourselves completely to God without 

reservations. We always have the free will to not respond to His 

call, but we will find that a negative answer may complicate our 

lives even further. God’s path for us calls on us to give freely of 

what we have been given. Saying no to that call means we carry 

the weight of those gifts. We were never meant to keep them. The 

path of God’s will may seem long and winding, but it is the one 

that leads us into that sunset. It is the way to true freedom. 

 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Seasonal Parishioners or Snowbirds 

If you spend the winter away from Saint Edward’s, would you 

please contact the rectory so that we may suspend your envelopes 

for the time you are away. Rectory 978-874-2362 

“He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their 

father and followed Him.” (Matthew 4:22)  Just as Jesus called 

the first apostles, He calls each of us to follow Him, too. Not  

everyone is called to leave their business or family behind, but we 

are expected to put God first in everything. Everything from our 

time in daily prayer, our talent in participating in one of our    

parish ministries, and our treasure to support the financial needs 

of our parish mission. 



 

 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  JANUARY 26,  2020 

Weekly Rosary at 2:45 PM, Saturdays 

All are invited to be in the church at  

2:40 P.M. on Saturday afternoons to  

pray the rosary together.    

Come join us! 

FALL FESTIVAL MEETING Jan. 29, 2020 

All committee chairs and volunteers are invited to a special Fall 

Festival meeting at 6:00PM on Wednesday, Jan. 29, 2020 (Snow 

date: Wednesday, Feb. 5). Please bring with you any suggestions 

to reduce costs, reduce worktime, and new games/raffles/food/

events for the festival. We will be deciding on changes for 2020 

at this meeting. Contact: Eileen McIntyre, 978-874-0472 with 

any questions. 

Readings for the week of January 26, 2020 

Sunday: Is 8:23—9:3/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/1 Cor 1:10-13, 17/ 

              Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 

Monday:2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 25-26 [25a]/Mk 3:22-30 

Tuesday:2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10 [8]/Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday:2 Sm 7:4-17/Ps 89: 4-5, 27-28, 29-30 [29a]/ 

              Mk 4:1-20 

Thursday:2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29/Ps 132:1-2, 3-5, 11, 12, 13-14 [ 

              Lk 1:32b]/Mk 4:21-25 

Friday: 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6a, 6bcd-7,  

              10-11 [cf. 3a]/Mk 4:26-34 

Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [12a]/ 

               Mk 4:35-41 

Next Sunday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10 [10b]/Heb 2:14-18/ 

               Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 

A Valentine Dinner will be held on Saturday, February 1st  

in the Church Hall, from 5:00 to 7:00 PM.  

Menu: Peach glazed chicken, stuffing, 

mashed potatoes, gravy, carrots, peas, 

soup, cranberry sauce, rolls and dessert.  

Cost of the dinner is $10.00 per adult, 

$5.00 per child under 12 and children 

under 6 eat free.  

Tickets are available at the door.  

Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated the last week in Janu-

ary.  St. Anna School in Leominster will be hosting an Open 

House for prospective students and their families on Tuesday, 

January 28th.   

Local Knights of Columbus will be assisting in the building of a 

house in Ashburnham and are looking for volunteers.  If you 

like working with your hands and helping people in need, here 

is an opportunity to do both.  

Please contact Joel,  508-331-5982. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN 

We have a Liturgy of the Word for School Age Children at the 

9am Mass on most weekends.  The purpose of this is to help our 

children to hear the Word of God in a way they will understand. 

God talks to all of us and children have a unique way of respond-

ing to God’s Word.  The readings we do are the same as in the 

main church, only they are simplified. The leaders also present 

ideas on what was read and the children are invited to participate.  

They also have a Prayer of the Faithful in which they are invited 

to participate by mentioning people we can pray for.  This is a 

way for them to know they are a part of this community of faith. 

We are looking for adults to be Leaders of the Word.  

 Please contact Anna Richard 978-874-0012 to become part of 

this ministry. 

The Catholic Home Missions Appeal  

www.usccb.org/home-missions 

February 2, 2020 

Strengthening the Church at Home starts with your contributions. 

Your generosity will provide catechesis, seminarian education, 

lay ministry training, and other pastoral programs in needy dio-

ceses across the United States. 

 

CATHOLIC FREE PRESS 

The Official Newspaper of the Diocese of Worcester 

Now taking Subscriptions for Home Delivery 

52 Weekly Editions, $39.00 

Envelopes in the back of the church. 

          

         Safe Environment Training 

          Wednesday, January 29th  

              7:00 PM in classroom 

  View the Safe Environment Training video 

   Bring driver’s license for CORI form. 

“When I meet another parent of a child with Down syndrome, there 

is usually a moment of instant recognition and understanding.  Our 

eyes meet, and we smile conspiratorially, as if we’re in on the same 

secret:  the fundamental truth that every life is a good and perfect 

gift. Our love for our children has nothing to do with their abilities.  

We love them simply because of who they are, and 

understanding this teaches us how to truly love eve-

ryone.” 

 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

“A Perfect Gift”(www.respectlife.org/a-perfect-gift) 

Baby Bottle Drive for Care Net 

All proceeds will benefit Care Net Pregnancy  

Resource Center of Fitchburg, a local organization that assists 

young women and men in crisis situations, through support, coun-

seling, parenting classes, and more. Your support and generosity 

are very much appreciated! 

Please return your baby bottles as soon as possible,  

bring them up front to the basket. Thank you! 

Are you looking for a project to do on these long winter 

days?   You could knit or crochet a prayer shawl that will 

give hope, peace, and love to someone who who is experi-

encing a difficult time.  Patterns are available.  Any ques-

tions call Ann Talbot at 978-874-2033. 

20th Anniversary Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference 

Men (of all ages, including teens and college students) are 

invited, scheduled for Assumption College on Saturday, 

March 28. Visit the conference website 

at www.firstmensconf.org for information and to purchase 

tickets online and elsewhere.Adult tickets are $45 until 

March 11th, afterwards $60. Student tickets $30. 
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For all your  
printing needs....
large and small

800.649.5550

BOB REED
PLUMBING & HEATING

Repair & Installation
(978) 630-2528

19 OLNEY STREET • GARDNER

CLEGHORN
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL
SERVICE & INSTALLATION
CHRISTOPHER COTE, MP# 12907

978-874-1043 978-345-6519

59 Eastwood Circle • Gardner, MA
978.632.8776
GardnerRehab.com

Gardner New Transitional 
Care Center (TCC)

Family Memorials
Lasting Tributes to  

Those You Love
Monuments

Markers • Lettering
465 West Street • Gardner
Tel/Fax: (978) 632-1323

C.S.C. Michael K. Roberts
Owner

A New Place to Call Home in  
a Community that Cares

(978) 632-8292
hwcommons.com

50 Pine St.|Gardner, MA

 Mon. – Sun. 
 10am – 11pm
 71 Main St. 
 Westminister, MA

Family Owned & Operated
978-874-0326

Delicious Subs, Pizza & Salads

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
TownHouseOfPizzaWestminister.com

LOOKING 
FOR A TRUSTED 

REALTOR?

Jen Shenk provides home buyers & sellers with 
consistently exceptional service & results

Call/Text: 978.870.9260
107 Main St. | Westminster

jennifershenk@KW.com • jenshenk.com

Independence matters.
Short-Term Therapy & Skilled Nursing Care

Life Care Center of Leominster
978-537-0771 • 370 West St., Leominster

The Highlands
978-343-4411 • 335 Nichols Rd., Fitchburg

Joint Commission of accredited LCCA.com

Sherri Tammelin
C: 978.587.5463
O: 978.840.4014
sherri.tammelin@nemoves.com

49 Cobbler Dr. | Fitchburg, MA
978-342-9780
Local, Family Owned & 

Customer Focused For Over 30 Years

Oil & Propane

Michele Mathieu
617-304-2770 • 978-534-3100
MMathieu@LAERrealty.com

MicheleMathieu.LAERrealty.com

The Roar That Opens More Doors

  
Brenda Albert 

Full Time Realtor 
Certified Residential Specialist

LAER Realty Partners
Cell: 978-621-3168 | Balbert@LAERrealty.com

www.URHomeTeam.com

Let my 28 years of Experience work for you.
A Life long parishioner of St. Edwards. Born, Raised and Living in Westminster.

WESTMINSTER 
PHARMACY 

Free Delivery 
We Accept All Insurances 
 Call Joe to transfer 
 (978)874-5812 
 Joe Serio RPh

Cardio Pulmonary Rehab Program
Short Term Rehab • Long Term Nursing Care

Four Star Overall Rating with Medicare
Call today for a tour 978-365-4537
1675 Main St. | Lancaster, MA 01523

RiverTerraceRehab.com

978-534-0006
978-342-5326

(978) 630-9212 
MWCC.edu/fitness

158 State Rd. E. • Westminster

978-874-1865
advancedglassmirror.com

Residential, Commercial & Auto Glass

 Ashburnham, Leominster, Lunenberg, 
Westminster, Princeton & Gardner


