
  

 

St. James R.C. Church 
November 29,  2020 

First Sunday in Advent 

429 Route 25A, Setauket, New York 11733-3829 
 

Parish Office: (631) 941.4141   
Fax: (631) 751.6607 

Faith Formation Office: (631) 751.7287 

Email: parish@stjamessetauket.org   
Website: www.stjamessetauket.org 

Office Hours:  M-F 9am-4pm (closed for lunch 12-12:30) 
Sat. 9am-2pm 

 
“Be doers of the word and not hearers only” 

2020 Mission Statement  

 

We, the Catholic community of the Three Village area, formed as 
the Body of Christ through the waters of Baptism, are a pilgrim 

community journeying toward the fullness of the Kingdom of 
God, guided by the Holy Spirit, nourished by the Eucharist and 

formed by the Gospel. 

We strive to respond to Jesus’ invitation: to be faithful and 
fruitful disciples; to be a Good Samaritan to (our) neighbor and 
enemy; stewards of and for God’s creation and living witnesses 
of Faith, Hope and Charity … so that in Jesus’ name, we may be 
a welcoming community, respectful of life in all its diversities. 

Weekday Masses 

 Monday — Saturday: 8:00 am  

Sunday Masses 

 Saturday: 5:00 pm (Youth)* 

*live streamed & taped for viewing on our web-

site and FB pages 

 Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family), 11:30am 

(Choir)  

Holy Days of Obligation 

Vigil: 7:30 pm 

Day: 8:00am, 12 Noon 

Special Needs Mass:  

Second Saturday of the month at 1:00pm 

Nocturnal Adoration:  

First Friday of the Month, 7:30-8:30pm 

Reconciliation 

Saturdays 4:00 — 4:45 pm or by appointment 

Rev. James-Patrick Mannion, Pastor  

frjim@stjamessetauket.org (ext. 322) 

Rev. Robert Scheckenback, Assoc. Pastor 

frbob@stjamessetauket.org (ext. 320) 

Rev. John Fitzgerald, in residence 

Rev. Mike S. Ezeatu, in residence (ext. 326) 

Business Manager: Todd Bradshaw(ext.312) 

Dir. of Outreach: Kathy Vaeth  (ext. 313)    

Dir. of Faith Formation: Louise DiCarlo  

(ext. 329) Admin. Asst. Joanmarie Zipman (ext. 328) 

Finance Manager: Theresa Ellner  (ext. 335) 

Music Co-Director: Richard Foley  (631) 806.1794 

Music Co-Director: Miriam Salerno (516) 

263.5173  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA): Ueli Laeng (631)941.4141 

Parish Receptionists:   

Megan Peters (M-F) 

Nancy Gallagher (Fri and Sat) Cemetery Admin. 

Parish Facilities Supervisor:  Jeff Fallon 

     

Please visit our parish website 
(www.stjamessetauket.org) for the latest  
parish information as well as weekly homilies and 
virtual weekly Masses.  Visit the diocesan website 
(www.DRVC.org) for diocesan news and schedule 
of virtual Masses. 
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MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The Parish of St. James is pleased to  
provide a number of ways in which 
our parishioners can memorialize 

their loved ones.  In addition to the celebration of a Mass in 
their name, parishioners are invited to consider a memorial 
donation of  the bread and wine or altar flowers for the 
week. The name(s) of your loved one(s) will appear in the 
bulletin for that week.   
 
In the rear of our church (25A side), near the statue of the  
Holy Family, you will find a set of candles that offers a top 
row that can be lit for one year, and holds a plaque showing 
the name of the person for whom the candle is lit.  The  
offering  for a memorial candle is $250. Please stop by the  
rectory office or call 631.941.4141 during normal business 
hours when one of our secretaries will be happy to provide 
you with additional information on all of these memorial  
opportunities. 

 
 

  Mass Intentions  

     for the week of   

              November 29, 2020 
 
Sunday, November 29 
8am    Lucy Jarett 
9:30am                  Our parishioners living and 
    deceased 
11:30am   K of C Mass for deceased 
     members 
Monday, November 30 
8am    Rev.Robert Mason  
Tuesday, December 1 
8am     
Wednesday, December 2 
8am    Robert Ingulli 
Thursday, December 3  
8am     
Friday,  December 4 
8am     
Saturday, December 5 
8am     
5pm    Josephine Cassata, 
    Gloria Christie,  
    Janet Knipfling,  
    Mary Barnikel,  
    Kerry Fleming  
Sunday, December 6 
8am    Kenneth Gerold 
9:30am     
11:30am   Our parishioners, living  
    and deceased, 
    Ann Cunningham, 
    Lawrence Opisso  

COLLECTION UPDATE 

November 22, 2020: $6763 + 2728 (FD)=$9491 
November 24, 2019:  $13,606 
 
Please consider making your weekly donations on-line 
by enrolling  at faith.direct/ny997.    
 
Doing so enables our ministries to continue to meet 
the physical and spiritual needs of those in our parish 
family as well as the larger community who have been 
impacted by COVID19 and related job losses.   
 
E-giving simplifies your giving and provides consistent 
support to the parish. To provide additional 
assistance, please select the “offset fee option” 
when setting up your donation, which will 
help reduce our expenses.  
 
If you require assistance with the process,  please call 
the parish office  (Tuesday 9am-1pm or Friday 9:30-
12pm) and make an appointment with Megan or 
Nancy to set up your Faith Direct on-line giving 
account.   

Enroll today at: www.faithdirect.net 

For your continued generosity to St. James Parish of your 

time, talent and treasure, I offer my deepest appreciation. May 

God reward your generosity a hundredfold. 

 ~ Fr. Jim 

 

Pope’s Intention for Evangelization 

For a life of prayer. That our personal relationship with 

Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God and a life of 

prayer.  

Thank you for giving of your time,  
talent and treasure 

Welcome to the  
Parish of St. James 

 

No matter your present or past status in the Catholic 
Church; No matter your current family or marital   

situation;  
No matter your past or present affiliation; No matter 

your personal history, age, background, race or  
color, you are invited, welcomed and accepted at  

St. James RC Church.  
 

 If you are new to the area, we invite you to choose  
St. James as your parish family. 

 



3 

 

Sacraments  

 Baptism: Two Sundays per month at 1:30 pm.  
 Please contact the office after the fourth month of  
 pregnancy to make arrangements. 
 
 Holy Matrimony: Please contact the office at least  
 nine months before your desired date. 
 
 Anointing of the Sick: By request 

Prayer Opportunities      

Nocturnal Adoration: First Fridays 7:30 — 8:30 pm 
Recitation of the Rosary: Monday to Saturday after the 8am 
Mass 
 
Ministries: 

Alpha: Mrs. Roni Groth, Mrs. Barbara Jaeckel 
Bereavement Ministry: Ms. Catherine Horgan, 
Mr. Dennis Reardon (please call 631.941.4141 x341) 
Camino Café Ministry: Mrs. Sallie Culloton, Mrs. Doreen Corrado 
Choir:  Mr. Richard Foley, Mrs. Miriam Salerno 
              Sat 5pm Teen, Sun 9:30am Youth, Sun. 11:30am Adult 
Christ in the Marketplace: Mr. Jack Herr (631.941.4141) 
CYO Board: Mr. Charles Arasi, Chair; Mrs. Samantha Bradshaw,  
Mr. John Case, Mr. Michael (Mike) Specht,  
Mr. Patrick (Pat) Tunstead 
Eucharistic Ministry to Homebound Parishioners: Joan Murray 
If you or anyone you know is homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist at home, please call 631.941.4141  
Fertility Care Services:  Helen McCarthy, R.Ph, PharmD, CFCPI 
 (htmccarthy@optonline.net or 631.455.4137) 
Knights of Columbus, Mother Teresa of Calcutta Council #12006: 
 Grand Knight, Mr. Jack Simpson 
Laudato Si Environmental Ministry: Mr. Robert Becherer 
Liturgy Committee: Ms. Louise DiCarlo 
Liturgical Ministries:EMHC-Mrs. Kathy Brown, Mrs. Mary Berretta 
 Readers: Mrs. Peggie McHugh Eletto 
 Altar Servers: Mrs. Judi Wallace, Peter Morelli, MD 
 Ushers/Greeters: Mr. Robert Freaso 
Men’s Monthly Breakfast Gathering: Mr. Tony Casale 
Ministry of  Consolation: Mrs. Carol Simco 
Nocturnal Adoration: Mr. Eric Waxman (631) 689.9759 
Our Daily Bread: (631)941.2731  ODB@stjamessetauket.org 
Parish Bulletin and Website: Editor, Ms. Catherine Horgan  
 Contact rectory office 631.941.4141 
Parish Liturgical Environment Committee: 
  Contact rectory office 631.941.4141 
Pre-Cana Ministry: Mr. and Mrs. Diane and James Santangelo 
 Contact rectory office 631.941.4141 
RCIA: Mr. Ueli Laeng Contact the rectory office 631.941.4141 
Respect Life Committee of St. James: Mr. Eric Waxman 
 631.689.9759. The Respect Life Committee will meet in the  
 Parish Center each month (September –June) on Coffee Sunday 
 after the 9:30 Mass 
Rosary Altar Society of St. James: Mrs. Patricia Raptoulis at 
 631.473.3561 
Spiritual Direction: Mr. Ueli Laeng  Please call the rectory office 
 631.941.4141 
St. James Rosary Makers: Mrs. Mary DiBenedetto 631.236.8899 
St. James Vigil Ministry: Fr. Jim Mannion, Ms. Louise DiCarlo 
Wedding Facilitators: Mrs. Maureen Denzler, Mrs. Chris Weisman 
Women’s Scripture Study: Mrs. Cathy Roberts SJA 631.689.2645 

In compliance with Diocesan policy from the Office for the Protection of 
Children & Young People, (516) 678.5800, ext. 573: If you suspect any child 
abuse, first contact Child Protective Services at (800) 342.3720 and then 
contact the Diocesan Hotline at (516) 594.9063. If you believe someone is 
in immediate danger, call Suffolk County Police at 911. 

Parish Policy 

Please be reminded that as a matter of policy, 
any and all events, conferences, meetings, 
plays, sporting events, fundraising efforts, etc. 
must have the expressed, written permission 
of the pastor (or his designee) before plans can 
be finalized. The parish is a legal entity with 

certain obligations that must be considered prior to 
approval of events. This includes the use of the name St. 
James in any way, shape or form, explicitly or implicitly. 
Contracts with outside vendors, speakers or service 
providers cannot be signed by anyone other than the pastor 
or his designee.  

Parish Information 

Sunday, November 29 
First Sunday in Advent 

 
Monday, November 30 
St. Andrew, Apostle 

Rom 10:9-18/Mt. 4:18-22 
 

Tuesday, December 1 
Isaiah 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 

 
        Wednesday, December 2 

Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37 
 

Thursday, December 3 
St. Francis Xavier, Priest 

Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21,24-27 
 

Friday, December 4 
St. John Damascene, Priest, Doctor of the Church 

Is. 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 
 

Saturday, December 5 
Is 30:19-21,23-26/Mt 9:35-10:1,5a,6-8 

 
 Sunday, December 6 

Second  Sunday in Advent 

Join us in praying the Holy Rosary 
after the 8am Mass every 1st  
Saturday. 
“I promise to assist at the hour of death, 
with the graces necessary for salvation, 
all who on the First Saturday of five 
 consecutive months, confess their sins, 

receive Holy Communion, recite five decades of the  
Rosary, and keep me company for fifteen minutes while 
meditating on the mysteries of the Rosary, with the  
purpose of making reparation to my Immaculate Heart.”   
~Our Blessed Mother 

Pastoral Council: Mrs. Roni Groth, Mr. John Holownia,  
Mrs. Josephine Prokop, Mr. Fred Sawicki, Mr. Michael Vaeth,  
Mrs. Judi Wallace 
 
Parish Finance Committee: Mr. Edward Gutleber, Chair;  
Mr. Todd Bradshaw (Business Manager) Mrs. Theresa Ellner 
(Financial Manager),  Mr. Robert Freaso, (Parish Trustee),  
Mr. Thomas Powers (Parish Trustee),  Mrs. Judi Wallace 

READINGS AND OBSERVANCES  
FOR THE WEEK  of  November 29, 2020 
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Mother Teresa Council, 

Knights of Columbus 
        

“If you can’t feed a hundred people, then feed just one“ 
~Mother Teresa 

We are pleased to announce the latest winners in 
our monthly raffle.  Each ticket is eligible to win 
each of nine monthly drawing prizes from March 
through December. 

 
November winners are: 

$500  Rev. James Patrick Mannion (Ticket #043) 
$150  Michael Simpson (Ticket #513) 
$150  Jennifer Olsen (Ticket #846) 
$125  Henry John Yantz (Ticket #088) 
$125  Dick Doyle (Ticket #520) 
$125  Dolores Murphy (Ticket #801) 
$100  Christina Puiu (Ticket #456) 
$100  Joseph Higgins (Ticket #901) 
$100  Earl Willoughby (Ticket #744) 
 

Remembering Our Deceased Brothers 
We remember and honor our deceased Council 
brothers during this month of November and 
continue to pray for them and for their families.     
 
As a  practicing Catholic man, if you’d like to get 
involved with our Council as a proud Knight, 

call Fred @ 631-751-7375 about joining this fraternal  
service organization, whose guiding  principles are 
charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism. Or, you may 
join the organization as an online member by visiting 
www.kofc.org  

 

In a particular way, St. Joseph is a perfect intercessor  
during times of trial. His presence can help preserve unity 

within the Church and bring peace during difficulties. 
Here is a prayer that encapsulates all of these sentiments 

and cries out to St. Joseph for help. 
 

O most watchful Guardian of the Divine Family, defend 
the Church. Ward off from us every contagion of error 
and corrupting influence. O, our most mighty Protector, 
look favorably upon us and from heaven assist us in this 
our struggle with the power of darkness; and, as once 
you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now 
protect God’s holy Church from the snares of the enemy 
and from all adversity. Shield, too, each one of us by 
your constant protection, so that, supported by your  
example and your aid, we may be able to live  
virtuously, to die holily, and to obtain eternal happiness 
in heaven. Amen. 

Greetings from the St. James  
              Rosary Altar  Society    
 

The Rosary Altar Society will sell Advent Candles  
on the following dates and times: 

 
 
Saturday, November 28 and Sunday November 29 after 
all Masses 
 
Set of four candles: $10.00  
 
Sorry, our wreaths sold out completely last weekend! 
 
We look forward to the Advent Season! This is a  
wonderful way to prepare for the coming of the birth of 
the Babe Jesus, Our Savior on the Great Feast of  
Christmas. 
 
UPDATE: Please note that our Christmas Luncheon at 
St. George’s Golf & Country Club has been cancelled. 
 

 
To become a member of the  Rosary Altar Society please 
call Pat Raptoulis at:  631.473.3561.  
 
   “Let us live as the Blessed Virgin lived: loving God only,  
desiring God only, trying to please God only in all that we 
do.” St. John Vianney 

Take twenty minutes out of 

your day to pray the rosary 

and you will see the difference 

it will make in your life.  
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Pray for Our Military 

Personnel 

Please remember in prayer all of 
the men and women from our 
parish and country who serve so 
selflessly in our Armed Forces. 

Keep them, their families, friends and loved ones in 
prayer as they serve our country at home and on foreign 
soil. 
 U.S. Marine Corp. 2nd Lieutenant Kyle Antonucci  
U.S.  Army Lt. Colonel Erika Holownia 
U.S. Army Major Gregory C. Holownia, USA 
U.S. Navy SHSN Quintin Lawrence Hurley 
U.S. Army, PFC Brandon Leap 
U.S. Sergeant Spec. Joseph Mandel, USA 
U.S. Air Force SrA Sean T. Murray 
U.S. Air Force Capt. Nicole Nowling 
U.S. Army, Lt. Daniel Roberts 
USMC 1st Lt. Brendan Rose, USA 
USMC Lance Corp. Aeon Soler 
U.S. Army Capt. Eric D. Waxman, USA 
 

 

 

 

Pray for Our Sick 

Please pray for all members of the parish family, especially : 

Julia Balzarno-Maglio, Robert Banish,  
Mary Barretta, Roberta Brown, Glenn Buro, Keith Buro, 
Caroline Caggiano, Tony Casale, Michael Carpenter, Carol 
Cirillo, Brian Darmody, Camille DiCarlo,  
Arleen Gargiulo,Lauren Giordano, Emma Giuliano,  
Tom Giuliano, Caleb Hernandez, Terence Hobbes, Nicole 
Juliano,  George LaBriola, Jr., Joseph LaRosa,  
Mary Maio, Kayla Marianetti,  Rudy Mazurczak,  
Diane McDonald, John McGarvey,Tom McHugh,  
Gianna Morelli, Brian Newman, Christine El Qadah,  
Gloria Ruppert, Rose Sangiamo, Debby Saunders, 
Linda Shannon, Brady Spennato, John Stone,  
Adelaide Marie Wardrope, Christine Wall, 
Robert Whitcomb 
May they and their families, have health, strength 

and peace in you, O Lord. Amen. 

“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. 
In all circumstances  give thanks, for 
this is the will of God for you in Christ 
Jesus.” 
 
I Thessalonians  5:16-18 

  Focus on Religious Freedom 
                        from Catholics for Freedom of Religion 

   www.cffor.org 

  
From the Pilgrims to the Founders: 

Building a Nation for Religious Freedom, Life and Liberty 
   
"Of the many influences that shaped the American concept of liberty, the first and most formative was faith," 
wrote author Matthew Spalding. (1) 
  
"Indeed, America was the first country in all of history that was deliberately formed to protect and promote reli-
gious freedom.  Our founders rightly noted that people don't give people freedom - God does,” wrote columnist 
Rebecca Hagelin.(2) 
  
The freedoms we enjoy in America today originated in Judeo-Christian ideals that date back to the Pilgrims in 
1620, the Puritans who followed them in 1630, and were the foundation for the Declaration of Independence writ-
ten by Thomas Jefferson in 1776 and signed by the Founding Fathers.   
  
Two years after the first Thanksgiving, Gov. William Bradford made an official proclamation for a second day of 
Thanksgiving in 1623, to thank God for their abundant harvest and for "freedom to worship God according to the 
dictates of our own conscience.” (3) 
  
Aboard the Arabella in 1630, in route to Massachusetts Bay, Puritan leader and lawyer John Winthrop wrote the 
lengthy document, A Model of Christian Charity, that became a model for future constitutional documents in the 
colonies and beyond.  It read: "We are a Company, professing ourselves members of Christ, ...  we shall find that 
the God of Israel is among us, when ten of us shall be able to resist a thousand of our enemies, when He shall 
make us a praise and glory ..." (4) 

(We Still Hold These Truths: Rediscovering Our Principles by M. Spalding(1); focusonthefamily.com, 6/30/15
(2); americanthinker.com, 11/28/19(3); winthropsociety.com(4) 
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In light of the public health emergency surrounding the COVID 19 outbreak,  

let us  continue to pray to St. Raphael the Archangel:  

Because  you are the “medicine of God” we humbly pray to you to calm our fears and anxieties, 
and to grant healing to those suffering from the Corona virus; offer your protection and strength 
to those in the medical professions offering care to those so afflicted. 

May we trust in the Lord, who is our Shepherd, as we walk through this valley of “fear and death”, 
in this time of darkness. May we be anointed in the Spirit’s love and ask that you always direct us in the way of 
peace, health and salvation. Amen. 

Mask It or Casket! A reminder about the importance of wearing a mask in church. 

Your cooperation is vital in order for us  to publicly celebrate Mass.  

 Please visit our parish website 
(www.stjamessetauket.org)  for the  

latest parish information as well as weekly homilies,  
virtual weekly Masses,  and reflections from Fr. Jim and  
Fr. Fitz.  Visit the diocesan website (www.DRVC.org) for 

diocesan news and schedule of virtual Masses.  
 

Our current Mass schedule is as follows:  
Weekdays:  8am 

Saturdays: 8am and 5pm * 
Sundays: 8am, 9:30am and 11:30am 

*live streamed and taped for viewing on our website and 
FB page 

 
 

Please remember that face masks/coverings must be 
worn at all times while within our church.  

2020 31st Annual  
National Night of Prayer for Life 

 
December 8th (Tuesday) at  9pm 

to December 9th (Wednesday) at 1am 
 

Beginning with Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament 

at  
9pm in the Church on Tuesday, December 8th  

 
The National Night of Prayer for Life is a 

 prayer service consisting of exposition and 
 adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the Holy 
 Rosary, prayer to St. Michael, silent prayer 
 and hymns. 

 
Uniting the Feast of the Immaculate  
Conception with the Feast of St. Juan Diego      

 to honor Our Blessed Mother, to pray         
through  her intercession for the  
establishment of a Culture of Life and to ask     
Our Lord to REVIVE OUR LAND.  
 
During the HOUR OF UNITY, 12 Midnight – 

 1 am EST, we will be united in churches 
 across the country in prayer to end  

abortion, in reparation for sins against the 
 Gospel of Life and to restore God’s blessings 
 on America. 

 
All are invited to participate! 

Come pray with us! 

Tune in to “Religion and Rock” with Msgr. Jim 
Vlaun on Sunday mornings, 7:00am-8:00am on 
WBAB 102.3FM or 95.3FM on Long Island’s East 
End. Listen on Saturdays at 11:00pm on Sirius ra-
dio, Channel 159, the Catholic Channel and at 11pm 
on XM Satellite, Channel 117.  
 

Next Sunday’s theme (December 6) is  
“The Best Presents” 
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DONATING TO ST. JAMES DURING THE COVID 19 HEALTH EMERGENCY 

During this time of uncertainty surrounding the COVID19 virus, many of us will choose to remain at home and 
not venture out to church or other places where large groups of people may gather. While  

respecting that choice, please remember that our parish still needs our financial support in order to meet  
regular operating expenses such as electric bills, heating/cooling, water and  

payroll.  
We recently introduced a new and exciting way for you to support our parish offertory and second collections: 

Faith Direct. With Faith Direct, you can make regular automatic contributions  to St. James, using your credit/
debit card or bank account, the same process that you may use to pay utility bills or make car payments.  

 
Making your donations automatically means relief from the hassle of locating your offertory envelopes as you run 
out the door on Sunday morning, and guarantees that the church will receive your gifts even if you are unable to 

attend Mass. There is no fee to you, the parishioner, associated with the use of  the Faith Direct program.  
Automatic contributions greatly benefit St. James by providing a predictable cash flow as well as decreasing the 

time and money the church expends dealing with the envelope system. Faith Direct will provide you with   
personalized offertory cards that you may place in the basket, as well as a year end tax statement. 

 
We find Faith Direct  to be a “win-win” for both parishioners and the parish.  

 
If you’ve not yet enrolled, simply visit: faith. direct/NY997 to securely  

enroll on line. For  assistance, feel free to call Faith Direct customer service at: 1-866-507-8757 or contact the  
 Parish Office for additional information. 

 
If you prefer to not use technology, please continue to mail your donations to the rectory office.  

 
Thank you for your continued support of St. James. 

                               CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

Our thanks to all who have donated online as well as at our special collection last weekend.  

We are however, still  $13,500 short of our annual goal for the Catholic Ministries Appeal. We 

need your continued support in order to meet our goal. Your contribution will not only help us 

meet our goal but help our brothers and sisters in Christ across Long Island. Simply visit : 

    www.stjamessetauket.org to donate. 

 

      HELP WANTED!! 
 
 

 
Throughout the pandemic, our parish has been able to “live stream” our weekend Mass and we will continue to 
do so for the foreseeable future.   
 
We have been truly blessed to have parishioner Jim Townsend and his partner, Corey Arnold, (Bars and Tone 
Media Production) provide their services during this time. We have recently installed permanent cameras in the 
church which will facilitate  our continued broadcasting capabilities.  
 
This provides an exciting opportunity for members of our parish to learn the technology and  become part of the 
team that makes this happen every week! No experience necessary—just a willingness to learn and to help St. 
James Parish. Ongoing training and support will be provided.  
 
All interested parties are invited to contact Business Manager Todd Bradshaw at : 631.941.4141 ext 312 for  
additional information.  
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What are the “O Antiphons’? The O Antiphons refer to the seven antiphons that are recited (or chanted)  
preceding the Magnificat during Vespers of the Liturgy of the Hours. They cover the special period of Advent  

preparation known as the Octave before Christmas, Dec. 17-23, with Dec. 24 being Christmas Eve and Vespers for 
that evening being for the Christmas Vigil.   

We hope these will become part of your Advent preparations this year. 
 

The “O” Antiphons (Part one of two) 

 

O Wisdom, O Holy Word of God, you govern all creation with your strong yet tender care. Come and show your 
people the way to salvation. 

 

You are the brightness of the Fathers glory, the image of the one that begot you; 
You appeared in our human flesh and: enlighten our soul by the light of your 

life-giving gospel.  We praise and worship and glorify you at all times. 
With your sacred Wisdom make me wise, O Lord, and grant that I may serve you by 

keeping your vivifying and divine commandments, entirety and: always. Amen 
Malabarese Rite  

 

O Adonai, Leader of the House of Israel, who showed yourself to Moses in the burning bush, who gave him 
the holy law on Sinai mountain: 

Come, stretch out your mighty hand to set us free. 
 

Remember that you were slaves in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your god: brought 
you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. 

                            Deuteronomy 5:15  

 

O Flower of Jesse’s Stem, you have been raised up as a sign for all peoples: kings stand silent 
in your presence; the nations bow down in worship before you. 

Come, let nothing keep you from coming to our aid. 
 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse‘s lineage coming as seers of old: have sung. 
It came a blossom bright, amid the cold: of winter, 

When half spent was the night. 
 

O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
Dispel in glorious splendor the darkness ev’ry where. 

Like us, yet very God, from sin and death now save us, 
And: share our ev’ry load. 

                                   German Carol

   

 

O Key of David, O royal power of Israel, controlling at your will the gate of heaven: 
Come, break down the prison walls of death for those who dwell in darkness 

and the shadow of death, and lead your captive people into freedom. 
 

Good: news; but if you ask me what it is, I know not. 
It is a track of feet in the snow, It is a lantern showing a path, 

It is a door set open. 
G.K. Chesterton  

 

 


