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Many agree that fear is the opposite of free-

dom and, therefore, love. In today's Gospel 

we hear the story of the two disciples who 

left Jerusalem in fear and sadness after the 

crucifixion, embarking on a journey toward 

the village of Emmaus. The Gospel writer 

places the risen Christ in their midst to re-

mind us that Christ is always in the midst of 

our lives, we simply need to discover his heal-

ing and transformative touch. The story of 

Emmaus describes that the two disciples did 

not recognize the stranger at first, they only 

recognized him in the breaking of bread. The 

story of Emmaus places Christ in the midst of 

the Church that hears the word, embraces it 

deeply, and, at the breaking of the Bread at 

the paschal meal, Christ becomes present to 

sanctify all members of the Church, sending 

them forth on his mission throughout the 

world. Our testimony of faith arises out of 

our faith in his risen life, as does the testimo-

ny of the apostles in the first reading and the 

letter of Saint Peter. For Peter, life has 

changed radically from the sterile reality of 

the past, into the newness of life in Christ, 

the Lamb without blemish or defect. These 

weeks of Easter provide us all with the time 

of "mystagogy," a time of reflection and depth 

into the mystery of the Christ and the 

Church.  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord Jesus, open the Scriptures to us; 

make our hearts burn while you speak to us. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

That very day, the first day of the week, two 

of Jesus’ disciples were going to a village sev-

en miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, and 

they were conversing about all the things that 

had occurred. And it happened that while 

ALLELUIA LK 24:32 

GOSPEL LK 24:13-35 

they were conversing and debating, Jesus 

himself drew near and walked with them, but 

their eyes were prevented from recognizing 

him. He asked them, “What are you discuss-

ing as you walk along?” 

 

They stopped, looking downcast. One of 

them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, 

“Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who 

does not know of the things that have taken 

place there in these days?” And he replied to 

them, “What sort of things?” They said to 

him, “The things that happened to Jesus the 

Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed 

and word before God and all the people, how 

our chief priests and rulers both handed him 

over to a sentence of death and crucified him. 

But we were hoping that he would be the one 

to redeem Israel; and besides all this, 

it is now the third day since this took place. 

Some women from our group, however, have 

astounded us: they were at the tomb early in 

the morning and did not find his body; they 

came back and reported that they had indeed 

seen a vision of angels who announced that 

he was alive. Then some of those with us went 

to the tomb and found things just as the wom-

en had described, but him they did not see.” 

And he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you 

are! How slow of heart to believe all that 

the prophets spoke! Was it not necessary 

that the Christ should suffer these things 

and enter into his glory?” Then beginning 

with Moses and all the prophets, he interpret-

ed to them what referred to him in all the 

Scriptures. As they approached the village to 

which they were going, he gave the impres-

sion that he was going on farther. But they 

urged him, “Stay with us, for it is nearly even-

ing and the day is almost over.” So he went in 

to stay with them. And it happened that, 

while he was with them at table, he took 

bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it 

to them. 

 

With that their eyes were opened and they 

recognized him, but he vanished from their 

sight. Then they said to each other, “Were not 

our hearts burning within us while he spoke 
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to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to 

us?” So they set out at once and returned to 

Jerusalem 

where they found gathered together the eleven 

and those with them who were saying, “The 

Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to 

Simon!” 

Then the two recounted what had taken place 

on the way and how he was made known to 

them in the breaking of bread. 

 

Celebration Summary: Bryan M. Cones 

Easter’s third Sunday finds us solidly on our 

Easter journey. The much-loved story of the 

disciples on the road to Emmaus describes our 

own situation as we walk the path of disciple-

ship, sometimes confused yet always accompa-

nied by the Risen One. Though we may be un-

sure at times of Christ’s abiding presence, Sun-

day after Sunday we discover 

him “in the breaking of the bread,” and so we 

shout “alleluia” in the Communion antiphon. 

Today’s first reading offers a challenge to the 

homilist, one that should not be overlooked. 

The early part of Acts is full of the apostles’ 

Pentecost testimony, and much of it carries a 

tone of accusation, as in today’s first reading: 

“This man [Jesus] . . . you killed, using lawless 

men to crucify him.” Peter is, of course, ad-

dressing those Jews gathered for the Jewish 

feast of Pentecost, and his accusation can be 

misinterpreted to refer to all the Jewish peo-

ple. As the Second Vatican Council madeclear 

in many places, neither all Jewish people at the 

time of Christ nor Jews today are responsible 

for Christ’s death (see 

Nostra aetate, 4). A preacher would do well to 

draw the assembly 

beyond a merely historical understanding of 

the crucifixion to one that acknowledges our 

complicity in Jesus’ cross as it is embodied to-

day in the suffering of the poor. The theme of 

rebirth is carried through today from last Sun-

day, as we praise the God who has “made us . . 

. sons and daughters, and restored the joy of 

our youth” (opening prayer). 
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Amusing Quotes Attributed to Famous Peo-

ple 

 

---“I told my psychiatrist that everyone hates 

me. He said I was being ridiculous --- every-

one hasn’t met me yet”  (Rodney Danger-

field). 

 

---“Everywhere is within walking ditance if 

you have the time.” (Steven Wright) 

 

---“I’ve had a wonderful evening --- but this 

wasn’t it.” (Graucho Marx? 

 

---“A good novel tells us the truth about the 

hero, but a bad novel tells us the truth about 

an author.” (G.K. Chesteron) 

 

---“Not a shred of evidence exists in favor of 

the idea that life is serious.” (Brendan Gill) 

 

CHURCHY JOKE: Unwanted Visitor 

 

A man, down on his luck, went into a church. 

Spotting the man’s dirty clothes a deacon 

went to the man and asked him if he needed 

help. The man said, “I was praying and the 

Lord told me to come into this church.” The 

deacon suggested that the man go away and 

pray some more and possibly he might get a 

different answer. The next Sunday the man 

returned. The deacon asked, “Did you get a 

different answer?” The man replied, “Yes, I 

did. I told the Lord that they don’t want me 

in that church and the Lord said, “Don’t wor-

ry about it; I’ve been trying to get into that 

church for years and haven’t made it yet.” 
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 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John, Westport, MA 03-0656

   TROY’S

LANDSCAPING
   TROY’S

LANDSCAPING
774-451-2942

Firewood • Snowplowing
Excavating

Lawn Maintenance

1021 Main Road, P.O. Box 3297
Westport, MA 02790
(508) 636-5111
Fax: (508) 636-5117

wendell.office@gmail.com
www.greatwestportsmiles.com

CLAYTON ST. PIERRE 
PLUMBING & HEATING

Prompt, Professional, 
Courteous Service,

Repairs, Re-modeling, Boiler & 
Water Heater Replacements

Fixture & Faucet Replacements
32 years experience 

102 Bakerville Rd., S. Dartmouth ....508-991-2016
Fall River, MA .........................508-677-1631

The South Coast’s choice for 
Independent Living, Assisted living & Memory Care

To experience our wonderful way of life call: 508.992.8880 

239 Cross Road|N. Dartmouth, MA|autumnglenatdartmouth.com

PHONE (508) 673-9970 • FAX (508) 677-1953
abcfloorcovering@gmail.com

ABC FLOOR COVERING
VINYL FLOORS • CARPET

LAMINATE FLOORING • WOOD
CERAMIC TILE

753 STATE RD., WESTPORT, MASS.
MICHAEL PARANDELIS

“Great rates and great service - We work hard for you!”

Bradshaw 
Insurance Agency

Homeowners - Business
Auto - Life - Marine

ANN MCDERMOTT BOXLER JOHN J. MCDERMOTT
508-636-8011 767 Main Rd., Westport
508-993-0094 40 Faunce Corner Rd., No. Dartmouth

PROMPT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS

356 Pleasant Street • Fall River, MA 02721
508-678-7432 • 800-287-7432

401-841-5444 • Fax 508-677-2251
AIR CONDITIONING • REFRIGERATION 

HEATING • MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS 
CONTROL SYSTEMS

  

                                                                      683 Main Road
Westport MA, 02790
508-636-5353

www.lapointeins.com

Quality Septic System Service
Vacuum Pumping Service
Septic Tanks, Cesspools

Commercial / Residential • Radio Dispatched
Kevin Kirby

488 Drift Road       Office: 508-636-0807

New England        Sanitation

• Post Acute Rehabilitation • Home Care Services
 • Adult Day Health Center • Senior Transportation

Your Guide to Senior Care on the South Coast
567 Dartmouth St. • So. Dartmouth, MA

Tel 508.997.7787 • www.elderservices.com
Family Owned & Operated

POTTER FUNERAL 
SERVICES, INC.

d/b/a/  Potter Funeral Home
(508) 636-2100

Kirby Funeral Home
(508) 995-2213

Pre-Arrangements By Appointment

Rene A. Lachapelle, Jr., Pres.

Electrical Contractor & Generator Sales/Service
KOHLER • GENERAC • CUMMINS • BRIGGS & STRATTON

508.679.3363
101 State Road, Westport, MA 02790

www.ralcoelectric.com
MA A13502 • RI AC00138

Roland Hebert, Inc.
General Contractor

595 Gifford Road
Westport, Mass. 02790

636-8284 •636-8283

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Autobody Specialist / Foreign and Domestic

(508) 636-2059    (508) 636-7272
1121 State Rd., Westport, MA  02790

Fax (508) 636-3060
After Hour Towing Please Call - 508-676-9852

RUI M. CORDEIRO
R.S.3149

William Raveis
Real Estate

911 Main Rd., Westport, MA
Kathy Santos
508-889-2517

kathysantos17@gmail.com
www.kathy-santos.com

A Tradition of 
Excellence, Trust, & Service

RIGHT CHOICE
 Debrah Atteberry
 Realtor
 508.932.0402 

attaboyatteberry@aol.com

778 Main Road • Westport, MA
Open Monday through Thursday 7 am until 8 pm

Open Friday and Saturday 7 am until 8:30 pm

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 
FROM 7 AM UNTIL 2 PM

Marguerites Of WestportMarguerites Of Westport

DRIVEWAYS, PARKING LOTS,  
LANEWAYS, GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

(508) 996-0735
FAMILY RUN SINCE 1986

Contact Karen Boyle to place an ad today! 
kboyle@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6463

774-930-9651 
508-636-4840

508-636-8382
965 SANFORD ROAD, WESTPORT

WWW.ACOAXETVET.COM

$10 OFF your next visit
WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD

Acoaxet  
Veterinary Clinic

508-636-5484

Specializing  
in Residential  

Repair


