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Celebration Summary: Bryan M. Cones 

 

Today’s liturgy makes it hard to miss that this is 

Good Shepherd Sunday. The second and Gospel 

readings, both opening prayers and the prayer after 

Communion, the Gospel acclamation and the Com-

munion antiphon all make some reference to Christ 

the Good Shepherd of his flock, the Church. This is 

hardly surprising: The Good Shepherd is one of the 

most beloved images of Christ, as well as one of the 

most ancient. At the same time, there is always a 

danger that the image of the Good Shepherd will be 

no more than a security blanket. This is fine for chil-

dren, who are still learning of God’s constant care 

and protection, but grown-ups need to be 

called beyond mere comfort. First Peter, while refer-

ring to Jesus as “shepherd and guardian” of souls, 

highlights the suffering we face as members of 

Christ’s flock. As goes the shepherd, “who died for 

his flock” (Communion antiphon), so go the sheep. 

The opening prayer asks God to grant us the 

“courage” of our shepherd, that we may follow him 

faithfully. The alternative opening prayer is more 

specific, asking God to “attune our minds to the 

sound of [Christ’s] voice” and to “lead our steps in 

the path he has shown.” This is no small task. 

Though we must allow ourselves to be challenged by 

the Good Shepherd, we still find hope. Jesus promis-

es abundant life in the Gospel passage, for as the 

writer of First Peter says, “By [Christ’s] wounds, 

[we] have been healed.” This is cause for joy, and a 

cause worth living and dying for. 

�

�

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 

I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Jesus said: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does 

not enter a sheepfold through the gate but climbs over 

elsewhere is a thief and a robber. But whoever enters 

through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gate-

ALLELUIA JN 10:14 

GOSPEL JN 10:1-10 

keeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, as 

the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads 

them out. When he has driven out all his own, he walks 

ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they 

recognize his voice. But they will not follow a stranger; 

they will run away from him, because they do not recog-

nize the voice of strangers.” Although Jesus used this 

figure of speech, the Pharisees did not realize what 

he was trying to tell them. So Jesus said again, 

“Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep. 

All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the 

sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever 

enters through me will be saved, and will come in and 

go out and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal and 

slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have 

life and have it more abundantly.” 

 

Gospel: John Paul Heil 

John 10:1-10 

Main Theme: Jesus is both the “gate” and “shepherd” 

who leads us to eternal life. 

In the biblical tradition the people of God are often 

portrayed as “sheep” who are to be safely led by 

their “shepherds”-- their kings and leaders--to the 

life God wants them to live. Although they do not 

realize it, the Pharisees are being portrayed by Jesus 

as false “shepherds” or leaders of their people. Be-

cause they do not “enter a sheepfold through the 

gate” as a true shepherd does, they are not shep-

herds but “thieves and robbers” who have come 

“only to steal and slaughter and destroy” the sheep. 

In other words, they have come to deprive the 

“sheep” of life rather than lead them to life with 

God. Jesus, on the other hand, is the true shepherd 

who not only enters through the gate so that the 

“sheep” hear his voice and follow him, but, as he 

solemnly reveals, “I am the gate for the sheep.” As 

the “gate,” Jesus is the means or medium through 

which we as “sheep” will be saved from the death to 

be perpetrated by the “thieves and robbers,” so that 

we can freely and safely “come in and go out and 

find pasture” in our life with God. As both the 

“gate” and the “shepherd” who was raised from the 

dead by God after he laid down his life for the 

sheep, Jesus came so that we might have life--an 

eternal life that we can live even now-- and “have it 

more abundantly.” © 2003, OCP. All rights re-

served. 
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Amusing Quotes attributed to Famous People 

 

----History will be kind to me for I intend to write it. 

(Winston Churchill) 

 

---An order that can be misunderstood, will be misun-

derstood. (Napoleon Bonaparte) 

 

---Blessed is he who expects nothing, for he shall nev-

er be disappointed. (Bejamin Franklin) 

 

---Those who dance are considered insane by those 

who cannot hear. (George Carlin) 

 

---Nothing is really work unless you would rather be 

doing something else. (James M. Barrie) 

 

CHURCHY JOKES 

 

Little Johnny desparately wanted a red wagon for 

Christmas. His friends were writing letters to Santa 

Claus, but Johnny decided to go one better. “Dear 

Jesus,” he wrote, “If I get a red wagon for Christmas, 

I won’t fight with my brother Hank for a year.” Then 

Johnny thought, “Oh no. Hank is such a brat, I could 

never ever keep that promise.” So Johnny threw away 

the letter and started again. “Dear Jesus, if I get a red 

wagon for Christmas, I will eat all my vegetables for a 

year.” Then Johnny thought, “Oh no, that means 

spinach, broccoli and asparagus. Yuck! I could never 

ever keep that promise.” Suddenly Johnny had an 

idea. He went downstairs to the living room. From 

the mantel above the fireplace he grabbed the statue of 

the Virgin Mary. Taking the statue to the kitchen he 

wrapped it in newspaper and stuffed it into a grocery 

bag. He took the  bag upstairs to his room, opened the 

closet and placed the bag in the farthest, darkest cor-

ner. He then closed the door, took a new sheet of pa-

per and wrote, “Dear Jesus, if you ever want to see 

your mother again . . . .” 

 

One day God was looking down at earth and saw all 

the evil that was going on. He decided to send an an-

gel down to Earth to check it out. So he called one of 

His best angels and sent the angel to Earth. When the 

angel returned he told God that is indeed 95% bad 

and only 5% good. So God thought He’d send anoth-

er angel down to Earth to verify the findings of the 

first angel. When this one returned he said it was 95% 

bad and only 5% good. God didn’t like that so he de-

cided to sent an email to the 5% to encourage them 

and keep them going. Do you know what the email 

said?  Oh, you didn’t get one? 

 

THE MONTH OF MAY 

 

Each year the Church encourages special devotion 

to Mary the Mother of God in October and in May. 

Normally we would have a May crowning as part 

of the First Holy Communion Mass, but alas we are 

still in lockdown. That doesn’t mean you can’t do 

something on your own. The best thing to do is to 

recite the Rosary of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

for when we pray the Rosary we meditate on key 

moments in the life of Christ in the Joyful, Sorrow-

ful, Glorious and Luminous Mysteries. You could 

get a Scriptural Rosary and use that as your major 

devotion for the month of May 
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 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John, Westport, MA 03-0656

   TROY’S

LANDSCAPING
   TROY’S

LANDSCAPING
774-451-2942

Firewood • Snowplowing
Excavating

Lawn Maintenance

1021 Main Road, P.O. Box 3297
Westport, MA 02790
(508) 636-5111
Fax: (508) 636-5117

wendell.office@gmail.com
www.greatwestportsmiles.com

CLAYTON ST. PIERRE 
PLUMBING & HEATING

Prompt, Professional, 
Courteous Service,

Repairs, Re-modeling, Boiler & 
Water Heater Replacements

Fixture & Faucet Replacements
32 years experience 

102 Bakerville Rd., S. Dartmouth ....508-991-2016
Fall River, MA .........................508-677-1631

The South Coast’s choice for 
Independent Living, Assisted living & Memory Care

To experience our wonderful way of life call: 508.992.8880 

239 Cross Road|N. Dartmouth, MA|autumnglenatdartmouth.com

PHONE (508) 673-9970 • FAX (508) 677-1953
abcfloorcovering@gmail.com

ABC FLOOR COVERING
VINYL FLOORS • CARPET

LAMINATE FLOORING • WOOD
CERAMIC TILE

753 STATE RD., WESTPORT, MASS.
MICHAEL PARANDELIS

“Great rates and great service - We work hard for you!”

Bradshaw 
Insurance Agency

Homeowners - Business
Auto - Life - Marine

ANN MCDERMOTT BOXLER JOHN J. MCDERMOTT
508-636-8011 767 Main Rd., Westport
508-993-0094 40 Faunce Corner Rd., No. Dartmouth

PROMPT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS

356 Pleasant Street • Fall River, MA 02721
508-678-7432 • 800-287-7432

401-841-5444 • Fax 508-677-2251
AIR CONDITIONING • REFRIGERATION 

HEATING • MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS 
CONTROL SYSTEMS

  

                                                                      683 Main Road
Westport MA, 02790
508-636-5353

www.lapointeins.com

Quality Septic System Service
Vacuum Pumping Service
Septic Tanks, Cesspools

Commercial / Residential • Radio Dispatched
Kevin Kirby

488 Drift Road       Office: 508-636-0807

New England        Sanitation

• Post Acute Rehabilitation • Home Care Services
 • Adult Day Health Center • Senior Transportation

Your Guide to Senior Care on the South Coast
567 Dartmouth St. • So. Dartmouth, MA

Tel 508.997.7787 • www.elderservices.com
Family Owned & Operated

POTTER FUNERAL 
SERVICES, INC.

d/b/a/  Potter Funeral Home
(508) 636-2100

Kirby Funeral Home
(508) 995-2213

Pre-Arrangements By Appointment

Rene A. Lachapelle, Jr., Pres.

Electrical Contractor & Generator Sales/Service
KOHLER • GENERAC • CUMMINS • BRIGGS & STRATTON

508.679.3363
101 State Road, Westport, MA 02790

www.ralcoelectric.com
MA A13502 • RI AC00138

Roland Hebert, Inc.
General Contractor

595 Gifford Road
Westport, Mass. 02790

636-8284 •636-8283

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Autobody Specialist / Foreign and Domestic

(508) 636-2059    (508) 636-7272
1121 State Rd., Westport, MA  02790

Fax (508) 636-3060
After Hour Towing Please Call - 508-676-9852

RUI M. CORDEIRO
R.S.3149

William Raveis
Real Estate

911 Main Rd., Westport, MA
Kathy Santos
508-889-2517

kathysantos17@gmail.com
www.kathy-santos.com

A Tradition of 
Excellence, Trust, & Service

RIGHT CHOICE
 Debrah Atteberry
 Realtor
 508.932.0402 

attaboyatteberry@aol.com

778 Main Road • Westport, MA
Open Monday through Thursday 7 am until 8 pm

Open Friday and Saturday 7 am until 8:30 pm

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 
FROM 7 AM UNTIL 2 PM

Marguerites Of WestportMarguerites Of Westport

DRIVEWAYS, PARKING LOTS,  
LANEWAYS, GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

(508) 996-0735
FAMILY RUN SINCE 1986

Contact Karen Boyle to place an ad today! 
kboyle@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6463

774-930-9651 
508-636-4840

508-636-8382
965 SANFORD ROAD, WESTPORT

WWW.ACOAXETVET.COM

$10 OFF your next visit
WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD

Acoaxet  
Veterinary Clinic

508-636-5484

Specializing  
in Residential  

Repair


