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Celebration Summary: Bryan M. Cones 

Today’s liturgy begins to direct our attention 

to Pentecost and the coming of the Spirit, alt-

hough the chronology of events varies from 

Gospel to Gospel. The liturgical year follows 

the chronology of Luke and Acts, with the As-

cension coming 40 days after Easter, followed 

by the descent of the Spirit 10 days later. 

John, of course, has Jesus “breathing” the 

Spirit upon those in the upper room on Easter 

evening. Today, however, we read of Jesus’ 

promise of the Advocate, “the Spirit of truth,” 

Christ’s abiding presence, even before his 

death. Read in light of the first reading and 

Jesus’ later prayer for the unity of his follow-

ers (John 17), the liturgy offers a decidedly 

ecumenical theme. Philip’s work among the 

Samaritans and the Jerusalem church’s later 

acceptance of them by the laying on of hands 

signified a reconciliation between disparate 

groups. After all, the 

Jews of the time regarded the Samaritans as 

heretics; it was their faith in Christ that 

brought them together at last. Prayers for the 

reconciliation and unity of Christians, then, 

would certainly be appropriate in light of this 

message. Though it’s something best done 

outside Sunday Mass in its own celebration, 

the tradition of May crowning finds reso-

nance in today’s liturgy, though with a twist: 

The alternative opening prayer asks that we 

“be crowned with the ultimate joy” of rising 

with Christ. Do we get the connection be-

tween the crowning of Mary, first among dis-

ciples, and the saintly crown we too hope to 

receive in eternal life? 

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the 

Lord, 

and my Father will love him and we will come 

to him. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

ALLELUIA JN 14:23 

Jesus said to his disciples: “If you love me, 

you will keep my commandments. And I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another 

Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit 

of truth, whom the world cannot accept, be-

cause it neither sees nor knows him. But 

you know him, because he remains with 

you, and will be in you. I will not leave you 

orphans; I will come to you. In a little while 

the world will no longer see me, but you will 

see me, because I live and you will live. On 

that day you will realize that I am in my Fa-

ther and you are in me and I in you. Whoev-

er has my commandments and observes 

them is the one who loves me. And whoever 

loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 

will love him and reveal myself to him.” 

 

Gospel: Deacon Owen Cummings ---John 

14:15-21 

If the first reading today, from Acts 8 telling 

us of the missionary activity of Philip, Peter 

and John, provides us with a paradigm of the 

Church in action/mission, the gospel reading 

from John gives us a paradigm of the 

Church’s identity, the foundation of its mis-

sion. Quite simply, the gospel text today re-

minds us, in words of Origen of Alexandria, 

that the Church is “full of the Trinity.” The 

Lord Jesus is going away, but he tells his dis-

ciples that another Paraclete/Advocate, the 

Holy Spirit will be given. In verse 6 of this 

chapter, Jesus proclaimed, “I am the truth.” 

The Paraclete who is to be “with (us) always” 

is described as “the Spirit of truth.” He 

brings about the presence of Jesus in us, a 

presence not only “with (us)”, but “within 

(us).” What does the Lord mean by the words 

“I will come back to you”? It certainly means 

that he will come back in Resurrection, but 

surely it also means that he will return in the 

Parousia. From Resurrection to Parousia he 

will be presenced among us through Baptism 

and Eucharist, making us in Pope John Paul 

II’s words Ecclesia de Eucharistia“ (the 

Church made by the Eucharist). As a result, 

we will know that, in Jesus’ words, “I am in 

GOSPEL JN 14:15-21 



M�� 17, 2020�

the Father, and you in me, and I in you.” If he 

is in us, and we are in him, and he is in the Fa-

ther, then we too are in the Father. The 

Church, full of the Trinity, is impelled by that 

indwelling Trinity to bring others to Trinitari-

an awareness and living. The Trinity invites 

and enables the Church in action/mission. © 

2003, OCP. All rights reserved. 

 

How has the Trinity invited and enabled YOU 

in action and mission? To what are YOU invit-

ed and enabled even TODAY? 

 

Church Humor 

 

A woman was talking to her preacher and no-

ticed that he had cut himself shaving. She 

asked him about it. He said he was concentrat-

ing on his sermon and nicked his chin. She 

told him next tome to concentrate on his shav-

ing and cut his sermon. 

 

A Match Fixed in Heaven 

 

The Pope met with the College of Cardinals to 

discuss a proposal from Benjamin Netanyahi, 

the leader of Israel. “Your holiness,” said one 

of the Cardinals, “Mr. Netanyahu wants to de-

termine whether Jews or Catholics are superior 

by challenging you to a golf match.” The Pope 

was greatly disturbed, as he had never held a 

golf club in his life. “Not to worry,” said the 

Cardinal, “we’ll call America and talk to Jack 

Nicklaus. We’ll make him a Cardinal; he can 

play Netanyahu. We can’t lose!” Everyone 

agreed it was a good idea. The call was made 

and, of course, Jack was honored and agreed 

to play. The day after the match, Nicklaus re-

ported to the Vatican to inform the Pope of his 

success in the match. “I came in second, your 

holiness, “ said Nicklaus. “Second?!” exclaimed 

the surprised Pope. “You came in second to 

Benjamin Netanyahu?” “No,” said Nicklaus, 

“second to Rabbi Woods.” 

 

THE LOCKDOWN 

 

Today marks the 9

th

 Sunday since we have 

been live-streaming the Mass. Hopefully we’ll 

be able to open the church soon so that we 

can go “live!” I would like to thank Paula 

Brown for making the live-stream possible 

and spending the time to send it out. Also, 

many thanks to Scott Simpkin for cantoring 

at the Mass and to Nancy Toolin and Steve 

Toro for instrumentalizing so beautifully. 

They have given their time and shared their 

talents to help bring the Mass to you in your 

exile. I am also grateful to you for your nu-

merous comments of thankfulness and ap-

preciation for their efforts. I’m also appre-

ciative to those of you who have sent mes-

sages for improving the live-streaming. Jessi-

ca Rego and Marshall Ronco have been pro-

claiming the word during the Mass. Many 

thanks to them. Patti Martin has also volun-

teered to read at Mass. It is really wonderful 

that we are able to accomplish this. It helps 

us all to feel more connected and yet safe. 

Connected to one another, but most im-

portantly connected to Jesus and his Church. 

May God bless you abundantly this week and 

always. 
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 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John, Westport, MA 03-0656

   TROY’S

LANDSCAPING
   TROY’S

LANDSCAPING
774-451-2942

Firewood • Snowplowing
Excavating

Lawn Maintenance

1021 Main Road, P.O. Box 3297
Westport, MA 02790
(508) 636-5111
Fax: (508) 636-5117

wendell.office@gmail.com
www.greatwestportsmiles.com

CLAYTON ST. PIERRE 
PLUMBING & HEATING

Prompt, Professional, 
Courteous Service,

Repairs, Re-modeling, Boiler & 
Water Heater Replacements

Fixture & Faucet Replacements
32 years experience 

102 Bakerville Rd., S. Dartmouth ....508-991-2016
Fall River, MA .........................508-677-1631

The South Coast’s choice for 
Independent Living, Assisted living & Memory Care

To experience our wonderful way of life call: 508.992.8880 

239 Cross Road|N. Dartmouth, MA|autumnglenatdartmouth.com

PHONE (508) 673-9970 • FAX (508) 677-1953
abcfloorcovering@gmail.com

ABC FLOOR COVERING
VINYL FLOORS • CARPET

LAMINATE FLOORING • WOOD
CERAMIC TILE

753 STATE RD., WESTPORT, MASS.
MICHAEL PARANDELIS

“Great rates and great service - We work hard for you!”

Bradshaw 
Insurance Agency

Homeowners - Business
Auto - Life - Marine

ANN MCDERMOTT BOXLER JOHN J. MCDERMOTT
508-636-8011 767 Main Rd., Westport
508-993-0094 40 Faunce Corner Rd., No. Dartmouth

PROMPT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS

356 Pleasant Street • Fall River, MA 02721
508-678-7432 • 800-287-7432

401-841-5444 • Fax 508-677-2251
AIR CONDITIONING • REFRIGERATION 

HEATING • MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS 
CONTROL SYSTEMS

  

                                                                      683 Main Road
Westport MA, 02790
508-636-5353

www.lapointeins.com

Quality Septic System Service
Vacuum Pumping Service
Septic Tanks, Cesspools

Commercial / Residential • Radio Dispatched
Kevin Kirby

488 Drift Road       Office: 508-636-0807

New England        Sanitation

• Post Acute Rehabilitation • Home Care Services
 • Adult Day Health Center • Senior Transportation

Your Guide to Senior Care on the South Coast
567 Dartmouth St. • So. Dartmouth, MA

Tel 508.997.7787 • www.elderservices.com
Family Owned & Operated

POTTER FUNERAL 
SERVICES, INC.

d/b/a/  Potter Funeral Home
(508) 636-2100

Kirby Funeral Home
(508) 995-2213

Pre-Arrangements By Appointment

Rene A. Lachapelle, Jr., Pres.

Electrical Contractor & Generator Sales/Service
KOHLER • GENERAC • CUMMINS • BRIGGS & STRATTON

508.679.3363
101 State Road, Westport, MA 02790

www.ralcoelectric.com
MA A13502 • RI AC00138

Roland Hebert, Inc.
General Contractor

595 Gifford Road
Westport, Mass. 02790

636-8284 •636-8283

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Autobody Specialist / Foreign and Domestic

(508) 636-2059    (508) 636-7272
1121 State Rd., Westport, MA  02790

Fax (508) 636-3060
After Hour Towing Please Call - 508-676-9852

RUI M. CORDEIRO
R.S.3149

William Raveis
Real Estate

911 Main Rd., Westport, MA
Kathy Santos
508-889-2517

kathysantos17@gmail.com
www.kathy-santos.com

A Tradition of 
Excellence, Trust, & Service

RIGHT CHOICE
 Debrah Atteberry
 Realtor
 508.932.0402 

attaboyatteberry@aol.com

778 Main Road • Westport, MA
Open Monday through Thursday 7 am until 8 pm

Open Friday and Saturday 7 am until 8:30 pm

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 
FROM 7 AM UNTIL 2 PM

Marguerites Of WestportMarguerites Of Westport

DRIVEWAYS, PARKING LOTS,  
LANEWAYS, GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

(508) 996-0735
FAMILY RUN SINCE 1986

Contact Karen Boyle to place an ad today! 
kboyle@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6463

774-930-9651 
508-636-4840

508-636-8382
965 SANFORD ROAD, WESTPORT

WWW.ACOAXETVET.COM

$10 OFF your next visit
WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD

Acoaxet  
Veterinary Clinic

508-636-5484

Specializing  
in Residential  

Repair


