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Celebration Summary: Bryan M. Cones
Today’s celebration falls under the heading
“Solemnities of the Lord during Ordinary Time.”
Although every liturgy is Trinitarian in character—our prayer to the Father through Jesus the
Son in the unity of the Holy Spirit—today we attend in a particular way to the relational mystery
of God. Though beyond our understanding, our
belief in the one God of three persons does not
describe a divinity that is distant from us. Rather,
this is the God revealed “in the depths of our being,” and we are the “people formed in [God’s]
image” (alternative opening prayer). The first
reading echoes this sentiment in Moses’ plaintive
request that God would “come along” in the company of Israel. The mystery of the Trinity, then, is
our mystery as well. The Communion antiphon
proclaims our true place in the divine mystery: In
Christ we have been made children of God, sharers in the Holy Spirit. .
ALLELUIA

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit;
to God who is, who was, and who is to come.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
GOSPEL JN 3:16-18

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him might not
perish but might have eternal life. For God did
not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world might be saved through
him.
Whoever believes in him will not be condemned,
but whoever does not believe has already been
condemned, because he has not believed in the
name of the only Son of God.

COMMENTARY
Although every liturgy is Trinitarian in character—
our prayer to the Father through Jesus the Son in
the unity of the Holy Spirit—today we attend in a
particular way to the relational mystery of God.
Though beyond our understanding, our belief in the
one God of three persons does not describe a divinity that is distant from us. Rather, this is the God
revealed “in the depths of our being,” and we are
the “people formed in [God’s] image” (alternative
opening prayer). The first reading echoes this sentiment in Moses’ plaintive request that God would
“come along” in the company of Israel. The mystery of the Trinity, then, is our mystery as well. The
Communion antiphon proclaims our true place in
the divine mystery: In Christ we have been made
children of God, sharers in the Holy Spirit. 

Gospel: Fr. Eugene Hensell, OSB
John 3:16-18
John 3:16 is one of the most famous passages in the
entire New Testament. Reference to it is displayed
on signs at sporting events, painted on the sides of
barns, and even displayed boldly on the arms of
men and women in the form of tattoos. Few, however, have any real sense of the depth of its meaning. Without exaggeration this verse is an amazingly compact summary of the entire theology of
John’s gospel. But it takes a very perceptive reader
to get to that depth of meaning.
The first thing that we are told is that God loved the
world in a very unique manner. He gave the world
his Son. This is not about “how much” God loved
the world, but about the “unique manner” in which
God loved the world. Even though the world has
demonstrated much hostility against God, still God
created the world and continues to love it in spite of
its rebellious nature. God does not punish the world
for this, but sends his Son who will take onto himself the sins of the world. God’s Son can accomplish this saving task because he is totally unique
(“his only Son”). This uniqueness is found in the
relationship the Son has with the Father. What the
Father does, the Son can do. Getting access to this
eternal life offered by the Father through the Son
one must choose to believe in Jesus. John 3:16 is
partially restated in verses 17-18. This entire passage and its surrounding context was very significant in the early church’s development of Trinitari-

an theology. While it is not fully developed here, all
the ingredients are present. It is only a small step
from this gospel to the church’s teaching on the
Trinity. © 2003, OCP. All rights reserved.
Re-Opening Phase 1 continues
With patience, charity and adaptability we continue
the process of re-opening the church for public worship according to the strict guidelines and restriction
laid down by the Governor and the Bishop. The celebration of Mass has been abbreviated temporarily.
Even the homily is supposed to be shorter!!
I am not distributing Holy Communion at the moment, because according to the guidelines I shouldn’t even be in the church since I am over 60 and
have underlying conditions. However, my primary
care physician believes it is OK for me to continue
until September 1, before retiring.
This month of June is dedicated to devotion to the
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. That feast day (June 19)
and other important solemnities occur this month:
The Most Holy Trinity and next week the Solemnity
of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Jesus (Corpus
Christi). After that it’s “ordinary” time all the way
through the summer.
A Little Humor
The Cyclone
A cyclone hit a Kansas farmhouse just before dawn
one morning. It tore off the rood and picked up the
bed where the farmer and his wife were sleeping. By
some miracle, they landed unharmed in the middle
of a recreation park. The wife began sobbing uncontrollably. “Don’t be scared, Mary,” said the husband, John, “we’re not hurt.” Mary continued to
cry. “I’m not scared she said sobbing. “I’m so happy . . .this is the first time in 14 years we’ve been out
together.”
A Full Service Vet
A client brought a litter of golden retriever puppies
to be vaccinated. The look-alike pups squirmed and
jumped around and the doctor realized it would be
hard to tell which one he had already inoculated, so
he decided to pour water on the head of each one
that he vaccinated. The client became very quiet and
whispered, “I didn’t know they had to be baptized
too,”
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CLAYTON ST. PIERRE
PLUMBING & HEATING
Prompt, Professional,
Courteous Service,
Repairs, Re-modeling, Boiler &
Water Heater Replacements
Fixture & Faucet Replacements

PHONE (508) 673-9970 • FAX (508) 677-1953
abcfloorcovering@gmail.com

DRIVEWAYS, PARKING LOTS,
LANEWAYS, GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS
1021 Main Road, P.O. Box 3297
Westport, MA 02790

ABC FLOOR COVERING

32 years experience

102 Bakerville Rd., S. Dartmouth.....508-991-2016
Fall River, MA..........................508-677-1631

VINYL FLOORS • CARPET
LAMINATE FLOORING • WOOD
CERAMIC TILE
753 STATE RD., WESTPORT, MASS.
MICHAEL PARANDELIS

(508) 636-5111

Fax: (508) 636-5117
wendell.office@gmail.com
www.greatwestportsmiles.com

(508) 996-0735

FAMILY RUN SINCE 1986
“Great rates and great service - We work hard for you!”

TROY’S
SCAPIN
LAND
G

RIGHT CHOICE

774-451-2942

Firewood • Snowplowing
Excavating
Lawn Maintenance

Debrah Atteberry
Realtor

508.932.0402

attaboyatteberry@aol.com

New England

Vacuum Pumping Service
Septic Tanks, Cesspools
Commercial / Residential • Radio Dispatched

508-636-5353

Kevin Kirby
488 Drift Road Office: 508-636-0807

www.lapointeins.com

Real Estate

911 Main Rd., Westport, MA

Kathy Santos
508-889-2517

Homeowners - Business
Auto - Life - Marine

ANN MCDERMOTT BOXLER

William Raveis

JOHN J. MCDERMOTT

508-636-8011
767 Main Rd., Westport
508-993-0094 40 Faunce Corner Rd., No. Dartmouth

kathysantos17@gmail.com
www.kathy-santos.com
A Tradition of
Excellence, Trust, & Service
Rene A. Lachapelle, Jr., Pres.

Sanitation

Quality Septic System Service

683 Main Road
Westport MA, 02790

Bradshaw
Insurance Agency

• Post Acute Rehabilitation • Home Care Services
• Adult Day Health Center • Senior Transportation

Your Guide to Senior Care on the South Coast
567 Dartmouth St. • So. Dartmouth, MA

Tel 508.997.7787 • www.elderservices.com
Family Owned & Operated

PROMPT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS
356 Pleasant Street • Fall River, MA 02721
508-678-7432 • 800-287-7432
401-841-5444 • Fax 508-677-2251
AIR CONDITIONING • REFRIGERATION
HEATING • MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS
CONTROL SYSTEMS

(508) 636-2100

774-930-9651
508-636-4840

Kirby Funeral Home

(508) 995-2213

Pre-Arrangements By Appointment

Specializing
in Residential
Repair

508-636-5484
Marguerites Of Westport
778 Main Road • Westport, MA
Open Monday through Thursday 7 am until 8 pm
Open Friday and Saturday 7 am until 8:30 pm

WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD

508-636-8382

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

965 SANFORD ROAD, WESTPORT
WWW.ACOAXETVET.COM

To experience our wonderful way of life call: 508.992.8880

FROM 7 AM UNTIL 2 PM

RUI M. CORDEIRO

Roland Hebert, Inc.
General Contractor
595 Gifford Road
Westport, Mass. 02790

239 Cross Road|N. Dartmouth, MA|autumnglenatdartmouth.com

508.679.3363

101 State Road, Westport, MA 02790
www.ralcoelectric.com
MA A13502 • RI AC00138

d/b/a/ Potter Funeral Home

$10 OFF your next visit

The South Coast’s choice for
Independent Living, Assisted living & Memory Care

KOHLER • GENERAC • CUMMINS • BRIGGS & STRATTON

POTTER FUNERAL
SERVICES, INC.

Contact Karen Boyle to place an ad today!
kboyle@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6463

Acoaxet
Veterinary Clinic

Electrical Contractor & Generator Sales/Service

636-8284 •636-8283

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

R.S.3149

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Autobody Specialist / Foreign and Domestic

(508) 636-2059

(508) 636-7272

1121 State Rd., Westport, MA 02790
Fax (508) 636-3060
After Hour Towing Please Call - 508-676-9852

St. John, Westport, MA

03-0656

