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Celebration Summary: Bryan M. Cones




“All you who are thirsty, come to the wa-


ter!” This opening line from today’s Liturgy

of the Word could be applied equally to
bodies and spirits in these hot days of late
summer in the northern
 hemisphere. Indeed, though we usually tend to spiritualize Scripture’s message, Isaiah’s invitation
is most certainly about the earthly gifts of
water, grain, wine, and milk, which sustain
and strengthen us. After all, our God is indeed the source of all these, and so in the
alternative opening prayer we offer a note
of praise and thanksgiving: “Gifts without
measure flow from your goodness.” The
Gospel account of the feeding of the multitudes further
highlights God’s compassion for us, especially for those most in need; the lovely
Communion antiphon from the book of
Wisdom speaks of “sweet-tasting bread,” a
reference both to the earthly loaves Jesus
fed the crowds and to the bread of his
teaching, which fed their hearts and minds.
We find both “breads” at the Eucharistic
table, and so after
Communion we pray for “the strength of
new life.” The assembly’s prayer today
would lack Gospel fullness if it neglected
the needs of those who suffer lack of clean
water and food. Though Paul in the second
reading is
convinced that nothing can separate us
from Christ, unmet human need certainly
prevents the fullness of God’s reign on
earth. War, too, which continues even now,
also separates us from that fullness, especially as we recall this week the anniversary
of the atomic bombings of Japan. Our prayers for peace must never cease.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
One does not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes forth from

the mouth of God
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
GOSPEL MT 14:13-21

When Jesus heard of the death of John the
Baptist, he withdrew in a boat to a deserted
place by himself. The crowds heard of this
and followed him on foot from their towns.
When he disembarked and saw the vast
crowd, his heart was moved with pity for
them, and he cured their sick.
When it was evening, the disciples approached him and said, “This is a deserted
place and it is already late; dismiss the
crowds so that they can go to the villages and
buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them,
“There is no need for them to go away; give
them some food yourselves.”
But they said to him, “Five loaves and two
fish are all we have here.”
Then he said, “Bring them here to me, ” and
he ordered the crowds to sit down on the
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two
fish, and looking up to heaven, he said the
blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them to
the disciples, who in turn gave them to the
crowds. They all ate and were satisfied, and
they picked up the fragments left over—
twelve wicker baskets full. Those who ate
were about five thousand men, not counting
women and children

Gospel: Deacon Owen Cummings
Matthew 14:13-21
Jesus goes to the desert after hearing of the
death of John the Baptist. Soon he is surrounded by a vast throng. The narrative may
be interpreted as a Liturgy of the Word followed by a Liturgy of the Eucharist, though
not in any tight or detailed sense. First. the
Liturgy of the Word. Comparing the story
with the parallel story in Mark’s Gospel, we
observe that Jesus is “moved with pity” to
heal in Matthew, but to teach in Mark [6:34].
The difference, however, is not finally significant. Jesus’ compassion is to make people

whole, by healing touch, or by healing word.
Second, the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The vast
throng has been
with him until evening and they are hungry.
They are like the Israelites wandering in the
desert with Moses. The ancient Israelites were
provided by God with manna from heaven to
satisfy their hunger. The new Israel following
Jesus, the new Moses, is fed by the Eucharist.
Notice the fourfold action of Jesus: he takes
bread, blesses it, breaks it, and gives it to
the disciples to give it to the hungry people.
And, we are told, there are twelve baskets left
over, to take this Eucharist in mission to the
whole of Israel, all twelve tribes, and so, symbolically, to the world.
© 2003, OCP. All rights reserved.
A Little Humor: What’s important?
A man died and went to heaven. A group of
people showed up at the gate, but St. Peter
turned them away. “Who are those people and
why did you turn them away?” St. Peter answered: “They were Jews who ate ham.” A second group was turned away. “Why?” asked the
man. St. Peter responded: “They were Catholics who ate ham on Friday.” Yet a third group
was turned away. “Who are they and why did
you turn them away?” asked the man. “They
were Episcopalians who were caught eating
ham with a salad fork.”
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New England

Sanitation
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Kevin Kirby
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(508) 636-2100

1021 Main Road, P.O. Box 3297
Westport, MA 02790

(508) 636-5111

Kirby Funeral Home

Fax: (508) 636-5117
wendell.office@gmail.com
www.greatwestportsmiles.com

(508) 995-2213
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Kathy Santos
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JOHN J. MCDERMOTT

508-636-8011
767 Main Rd., Westport
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ksantos@residentialproperties.com
www.kathy-santos.com
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Rene A. Lachapelle, Jr., Pres.
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774-930-9651
508-636-4840

508-636-5353

www.lapointeins.com
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PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS
356 Pleasant Street • Fall River, MA 02721
508-678-7432 • 800-287-7432
401-841-5444 • Fax 508-677-2251
AIR CONDITIONING • REFRIGERATION
HEATING • MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS
CONTROL SYSTEMS
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KOHLER • GENERAC • CUMMINS • BRIGGS & STRATTON

508.679.3363

101 State Road, Westport, MA 02790
www.ralcoelectric.com
MA A13502 • RI AC00138

• Post Acute Rehabilitation • Home Care Services
• Adult Day Health Center • Senior Transportation

Your Guide to Senior Care on the South Coast
567 Dartmouth St. • So. Dartmouth, MA

Tel 508.997.7787 • www.elderservices.com
Family Owned & Operated
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in Residential
Repair
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Veterinary Clinic

508-636-5484
Marguerites Of Westport
778 Main Road • Westport, MA

$10 OFF your next visit

Open Monday through Thursday 7 am until 8 pm
Open Friday and Saturday 7 am until 8:30 pm
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508-636-8382

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

965 SANFORD ROAD, WESTPORT
WWW.ACOAXETVET.COM

The South Coast’s choice for
Independent Living, Assisted living & Memory Care
To experience our wonderful way of life call: 508.992.8880

FROM 7 AM UNTIL 2 PM

Roland Hebert, Inc.
General Contractor
595 Gifford Road
Westport, Mass. 02790

239 Cross Road|N. Dartmouth, MA|autumnglenatdartmouth.com
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After Hour Towing Please Call - 508-676-9852

St. John, Westport, MA

03-0656

