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Celebration Summary: Bryan M. Cones

We note in a special way
 today the mystery
of the triune and incarnate God in whom
we have our life. Bothoptions for the opening prayer speak of the Spirit, who “made
us [God’s] children, confident to call” God
Father (opening prayer). “Reborn in the
Spirit,” we celebrate our adoption as
daughters and sons of God (alternative
opening prayer). In the liturgy, then, we
praise the God who invites us to share divine life. But lest we limit God to the divine
mystery among us, the first reading calls
us to attend to the divine mystery beyond
us, the God who is not found, as Elijah discovered, in the wind, or in an earthquake,
or in fire, but in utter
stillness, the merest whisper. Indeed, our
God is beyond creation, yet the ruler of it,
as Jesus reveals in the Gospel passage in
his mastery of the elements—the chaos
from which God draws forth creation.
Faced with the storms and tornadoes, hurricanes and droughts, of late summer, today’s liturgy offers us hope in God’s ultimate power over earthly chaos. Tsunamis,
which can claim thousands of lives, however, also remind us of the precariousness of
our situation. Like Peter, we may at times
cry out in fear. Yet with Jesus’ rebuke at
Peter’s lack of faith comes also a loving
hand stretched out to save us. In the face
of tragedy and disaster, are we not to be
that outstretched hand? Let the assembly
leave today’s liturgy strong in faith and
ready to bear up those caught in life’s
storms.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
I wait for the Lord;
my soul waits for his word.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
GOSPEL MT 14:22-33

After he had fed the people, Jesus made the
disciples get into a boat
and precede him to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowds.
After doing so, he went up on the mountain
by himself to pray.
When it was evening he was there alone.
Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, was being tossed about by the waves,
for the wind was against it. During the
fourth watch of the night, he came toward
them walking on the sea. When the disciples
saw him walking on the sea they were terrified. “It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried
out in fear.
At once Jesus spoke to them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Peter said to him in reply, “Lord, if it is you,
command me to come to you on the water.”
He said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat
and began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw how strong the wind
was he became frightened; and, beginning to
sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and
caught Peter,
and said to him, “O you of little faith, why
did you doubt?” After they got into the boat,
the wind died down. Those who were in the
boat did him homage, saying, “Truly, you are
the Son of God.”
Gospel: Virginia Smith
Matthew 14:22-33
In our systematic journey through the first
Gospel this year, we have now arrived at a
point between the third and fourth sermons.
Both narrative and dialogue characterize this
section, and topics tend to center on Christology and ecclesiology. Today, it’s Christology, the nature of
the God-man. The incidence of Jesus’ walking on the water is recorded
in every Gospel except Luke’s, but with quite
different emphases. In both Mark and Matthew, the apostles think they’re seeing a
ghost. In Mark, Jesus simply climbs into the
boat, and the Twelve fail to ‘get it’ (Mark

generally takes a dim view of that group). Only Matthew chronicles Peter’s ill-fated attempt
to join Jesus for a stroll on the waves. This is
in keeping with Matthew’s portrayal of Peter
as a major character in his gospel. Peter’s impetuousness, the inadequacy of his faith as
demonstrated here, and Jesus’ special care of
him are all highlighted in Matthew. In John,
this event is used as the lead-in to his monumental Bread of Life discourse, possibly to exhibit that the same powers that allow Jesus to
walk on water can be employed just as easily
to institute the Eucharist. This is an outstanding example of how the same material
is utilized in rather dissimilar ways in the various Gospels. It is also an illustration of why
so many of us relate to the bumbling Peter
who grows to become Christianity’s first universal leader. We, too, can and will mature in
faith if only we are patient and if we are humble enough to ask for help walking on the waters of our own life. With such faitKwe will
not sink.
A Chuckle
The boss called an employee into his office.
“Rob,” he said, you’ve been with the company
for a year. You started in the mail room. One
week later you were promoted to a sales position. One month after that I made you district
manager of the sales. Just four short months
later, you were promoted to vice-chairman.
Now it’s time for me to retire, and I want you
to take over the company. What do you say to
that?” The employee responded: “Thanks.”
The boss asked: “Is that all you have to say?”
The employee took the hint and said,
“Thanks, Dad.”
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CLAYTON ST. PIERRE
PLUMBING & HEATING
Prompt, Professional,
Courteous Service,
Repairs, Re-modeling, Boiler &
Water Heater Replacements
Fixture & Faucet Replacements

PHONE (508) 673-9970 • FAX (508) 677-1953
abcfloorcovering@gmail.com

ABC FLOOR COVERING

32 years experience

102 Bakerville Rd., S. Dartmouth.....508-991-2016
Fall River, MA..........................508-677-1631

TROY’S
SCAPIN
LAND
G

VINYL FLOORS • CARPET
LAMINATE FLOORING • WOOD
CERAMIC TILE
753 STATE RD., WESTPORT, MASS.
MICHAEL PARANDELIS

New England

Sanitation

Quality Septic System Service

774-451-2942

Firewood • Snowplowing
Excavating
Lawn Maintenance

Vacuum Pumping Service
Septic Tanks, Cesspools
Commercial / Residential • Radio Dispatched
Kevin Kirby
488 Drift Road Office: 508-636-0807

POTTER FUNERAL
SERVICES, INC.
d/b/a/ Potter Funeral Home

(508) 636-2100

1021 Main Road, P.O. Box 3297
Westport, MA 02790

(508) 636-5111

Kirby Funeral Home

Fax: (508) 636-5117
wendell.office@gmail.com
www.greatwestportsmiles.com

(508) 995-2213

Pre-Arrangements By Appointment
“Great rates and great service - We work hard for you!”

Bradshaw
Insurance Agency

819 Main Road, Westport MA
OnPoint Team

Kathy Santos

Homeowners - Business
Auto - Life - Marine

ANN MCDERMOTT BOXLER

508-889-2517

JOHN J. MCDERMOTT

508-636-8011
767 Main Rd., Westport
508-993-0094 40 Faunce Corner Rd., No. Dartmouth

ksantos@residentialproperties.com
www.kathy-santos.com

A Tradition of Excellence, Trust & Service
Rene A. Lachapelle, Jr., Pres.

683 Main Road
Westport MA, 02790

774-930-9651
508-636-4840

508-636-5353

www.lapointeins.com

PROMPT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS
356 Pleasant Street • Fall River, MA 02721
508-678-7432 • 800-287-7432
401-841-5444 • Fax 508-677-2251
AIR CONDITIONING • REFRIGERATION
HEATING • MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS
CONTROL SYSTEMS

Electrical Contractor & Generator Sales/Service
KOHLER • GENERAC • CUMMINS • BRIGGS & STRATTON

508.679.3363

101 State Road, Westport, MA 02790
www.ralcoelectric.com
MA A13502 • RI AC00138

• Post Acute Rehabilitation • Home Care Services
• Adult Day Health Center • Senior Transportation

Your Guide to Senior Care on the South Coast
567 Dartmouth St. • So. Dartmouth, MA

Tel 508.997.7787 • www.elderservices.com
Family Owned & Operated

Specializing
in Residential
Repair

Contact Karen Boyle to place an ad today!
kboyle@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6463

Acoaxet
Veterinary Clinic

508-636-5484
Marguerites Of Westport
778 Main Road • Westport, MA

$10 OFF your next visit

Open Monday through Thursday 7 am until 8 pm
Open Friday and Saturday 7 am until 8:30 pm

WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD

508-636-8382

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

965 SANFORD ROAD, WESTPORT
WWW.ACOAXETVET.COM

The South Coast’s choice for
Independent Living, Assisted living & Memory Care
To experience our wonderful way of life call: 508.992.8880

FROM 7 AM UNTIL 2 PM

Roland Hebert, Inc.
General Contractor
595 Gifford Road
Westport, Mass. 02790

239 Cross Road|N. Dartmouth, MA|autumnglenatdartmouth.com

RUI M. CORDEIRO

636-8284 •636-8283

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

R.S.3149

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Autobody Specialist / Foreign and Domestic

(508) 636-2059

(508) 636-7272

1121 State Rd., Westport, MA 02790
Fax (508) 636-3060
After Hour Towing Please Call - 508-676-9852

St. John, Westport, MA

03-0656

