
Parish Mission Statement  

 

As a parish family guided by the Holy Spirit,  

the faith community of St. Mark is committed to  

Jesus Christ and His Church.   

We are called to proclaim the  

Gospel through the celebration of Life, the  

Sacraments, and Liturgy.  To glorify God and love 

one another we will strive to carry out this mission 

by sharing our talents and resources,  

serving all those in need,  nurturing God’s gift of 

hope in our community and welcoming all to grow 

in the Catholic faith. 

  

ST. MARK’S Roman catholic parish 

356 BOSTON  ROAD 

SUTTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 01590 

Tel. (508) 865-3860 Fax: (508) 865-5095 

Visit our website at: saintmarksparish.org  

E-mail: St.Mark-Office@verizon.net 

Rev. Michael A. DiGeronimo, Pastor    

 Cell Phone: (508) 414-8477  

Email:  FrMichael@saintmarksparish.org 

 

Rev. Mr. Daniel F. Lavoie, Deacon 

Email:  DeaconDan@saintmarksparish.org 

 

PROFESSIONAL STAFF 

 

Lisa De Haan, Youth Minister  

Email:  Lisa@saintmarksparish.org 

 

Kathleen Huggins, Coordinator of  

Elementary Religious Education   

Email:  Kathleen@saintmarksparish.org 

 

Paul Machunski, Business Manager 

 

  Mark Bailey, Music Director 

 

MASSES  

Mon - Thurs: 9:00 AM 

Saturday: 4:00 PM 

Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 

Holy Days: 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

COMMUNION SERVICE - Friday: 9:00 AM  

PENANCE  Saturdays: 3 PM drive by only 

and by Appointment outside only 

ADORATION - First Wednesday of Every Month 

Sunday Mass Livestream 

10:30AM on our website  

and available afterward 

BISHOP BERNARD J. FLANAGAN �

Council 12710 � Sutton, MA.�

Active in  St. Mark,  St. Brigid �

and Assumption Parishes�

New Parishioners please use our website  (SaintMarksParish.org)  

or contact the Rectory to register.�



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday February 20, 2021 

Vigil of the First Sunday of Lent 

4 PM Bella Dobkowski 

(Birthday Remembrance) 

Req by Robert and Irene Hughes 

 

SundayFebruary 21, 2021 

First Sunday of Lent 

 

8 AM James O’Neil 

Req by Mark Bailey and Mary Kate Doherty 

 

10:30AM Norm Cardin 

(Birthday Remembrance) 

Req by Joyce Cardin 

 

Monday February  22, 2021 

The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle 

9 AM For the people of St. Mark’s Parish 

Tuesday February 23, 2021 

9 AM Julie Pierce 

Req by Robert and Irene Hughes 

Wednesday February 24, 2021 

9 AM Joe Fitzsimons 

Req by Kathleen O’Brien 

Thursday February 25, 2021 

9 AM Retha DeChiaro 

(Month’s Mind) 

Friday February 26, 2021 

9 AM Stations of the Cross 

With Holy Communion 

Saturday February 27, 2021 

Vigil of the Second Sunday of Lent 

4 PM Russ Erickson 

Req by Ron and Mary Sansouci 

Sunday February 28, 2021 

Second Sunday of Lent 

8 AM Ruth Millett 

Req by Mark Bailey and Mary Kate Doherty 

10:30 AM Harry Bailey 

(8 th Anniversary) 

Req by family 

 

 

 

 

 

�

  

�

�

Covenant is a theme in this Sunday’s readings.   

 

The word is used in both the First reading and the Respon-

sorial Psalm.  We hear this word often in scripture, but how 

often do we think of what it means (and) more specifically 

what it means to us and how we can better live our lives. 

 

The term “covenant” is of Latin origin (con venire), 

meaning coming together, unite; be suitable; agree.  A cove-

nant is an agreement, a promise.  The word is both a noun 

and a verb.  In making a contract, parties come together 

with agreement on promises, stipulations, and responsibili-

ties. 

 

It also means Bond, Family, Community, humanity,  

relationship, love; and provides us the ability to love, 

which comes from the divine deep within our very 

being. 

 

God’s Revelation and divine love and care for us provides 

us the building blocks we need to sustain, nurture, care for 

and love one another and ourselves.  God’s love of us and 

mark upon us provides us the faith and strength we need 

throughout our lives, and enables us to live and love more 

fully, to have joy and fulfillment. 

�

 

 

 

 

During this first week of Lent, set aside time to create a  

desert space and listen more attentively for God to reveal 

His presence to you.  Pray, reflect, and consider what God 

may be asking of you, or ways you can express His  

Covenant and Love toward your family, community,  

and neighbor. 



F������� 21 �� 2021�

�

Bishop’s Letter 

� � � Lent 2021�

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,�

�

This year's Lenten journey to Holy Week and Easter will 

again be different. But COVID notwithstanding, the reasons 

for, and the fruits of, this annual holy season of prayer, pen-

ance and almsgiving remain the same.���

�

Strive as we do, we sin. Strive as we may, sanctity, the goal 

of us all, can always be more fully embodied.� In both our 

striving and our shortcomings we should never be �

discouraged. �God’s grace abounds.��

�

We should always welcome this penitential but joy�filled sea-

son to narrow our focus on what is most important. �For 

when, through deepened prayer, greater penances and more 

generous alms�giving, we turn from sin to grow in holiness, 

our greater awareness and receptivity to God's mercy, love 

and grace prepare us to share in and celebrate ever more joy-

fully Christ’s Easter triumphs.��

�

In these COVID times�our personal circumstances may not 

allow us to gather in great crowds at church for Masses, 

weekly Stations, Bible classes or even the liturgies of Holy 

Week.� We might worry that this may lead to a diminished 

Lent. But God will not be denied.� He will not deny us an 

abundance of graces for a good Lent if we do not deny Him 

or forego a vigorous season of repentance as our �

circumstances allow.��

�

On the way to the first Holy Week much of what the Apostles 

thought necessary seemed lacking and events did not play out 

as they hoped.� Peter sought to deter Christ from the 

Cross.�� James and John wanted to call down fire from heaven 

to consume those who did not receive Jesus. Andrew won-

dered aloud what good five loaves and two fish were among 

so many. On Good Friday all seemed lost. But Christ rose and 

triumphed over all for all.�

�

This Lent, our parishes and diocese will again be creative so 

that the Word will be preached, the Sacraments celebrated 

and the good works carried on.� Together with�those�public 

liturgical gatherings that your prudent decisions allow you to 

attend, your deep private prayer and penances, pondering of 

Scripture, examination of conscience, and acts of charity will 

give glory to God and draw you closer to Him.�

�

Let us then, like Christ led into the desert by the Holy Spirit 

for forty days of prayer and fasting, embark upon this Holy 

Season to repent of our sin, grow in holiness and draw closer 

to Christ.� For it is only in Him, by the way of the Cross, that 

we will find and forever share in the deepest longing of our 

hearts, the love of the Trinity which triumphed at Easter.�

�

With every prayerful best wish for a fruitful Lent, I remain�

�

Sincerely yours in Christ,�

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus�

Bishop of Worcester  

Prayer, Fasting, Almsgiving 

These three activities are the traditional marks of 

Lent and serve as a summary of our practices dur-

ing this holy season. 

  

In prayer we seek to improve our relationship to 

God, by a dialogue of listening and receiving the 

power of His love in our daily lives. 

 

Through fasting we seek to focus not on our own 

bodily needs, but on a higher goal.  Jesus says,  

“deny yourself”.  In a world of “me first” and a 

constant focus on what we have and don’t have, 

its good for us as Christians to focus on self-denial 

in imitation of Jesus as He urges us to “take up 

our cross daily and deny ourselves”, thereby to 

find what it really means to be alive! 

 

Almsgiving, or charitable giving can serve as a sign 

of our interior sacrifice, and at the same time sup-

port the poor around us. 

We welcome Mila Simone Colecchi daughter 

of Jaclyn and Michael Colecchi of Hemlock Dr. in 

Millbury who was baptized last Sunday here at St. 

Mark’s.  May the good and gracious Lord bless 

her and her family as she grows in faith. 



F���� S����� �� L����

Religious Education News   

�

Readings for the week of February 21, 2021�

�

Sunday:� Gn 9:8�15 / Ps 25:4�5, 6�7, 8�9 [cf. �

� � 10] / 1 Pt 3:18�22 / Mk 1:12�15�

�

Monday:� 1 Pt 5:1�4 / Ps 23:1�3a, 4, 5, 6 [1] / �

� � Mt 16:13�19�

Tuesday:� Is 55:10�11 / Ps 34:4�5, 6�7, 16�17, �

� � 18�19 [18b] / Mt 6:7�15�

Wednesday:� Jon 3:1�10 / Ps 51:3�4, 12�13, 18�19 �

� � [19b] / Lk 11:29�32�

Thursday:� Est C:12, 14�16, 23�25 / Ps 138:1��

� � 2ab, 2cde�3, 7c�8 [3a] / Mt 7:7�12�

Friday:� � Ez 18:21�28 / Ps 130:1�2, 3�4, 5�7a, �

� � 7bc�8 [3] / Mt 5:20�26�

Saturday:� Dt 26:16�19 / Ps 119:1�2, 4�5, 7�8 �

� � [1b] / Mt 5:43�48�

�

Next Sunday:� Gn 22:1�2, 9a, 10�13, 15�18 / Ps  �

� � 116:10, 15, 16�17, 18�19 [9] / Rom �

� � 8:31b�34 / Mk 9:2�10�

As of February 28th Children’s Liturgy  

will be moving to 12pm via Zoom.  

Open to all our parish families. Contact  

Kathy for Meeting ID and password. 

 

 

First Communion classes begin on February 28th 

at 9am in person or via Zoom on Wednesday 

March 3 at 3pm.  

Classes for Elementary students resume February 

27th at 3pm for in person students and on 

Wednesday March 3 at 4pm for Zoom class.   

 

Packets with materials needed for this session are 

now available for pick up.  Parents of children in 

grades 3-5 who did not register in the fall but 

would like to join us for the spring please con-

tact: 

 

kathleen@saintmarksparish.org 

Haiti Bowls for Lent 

As in every Lent, Sacrificial Bowls for use in Lent will 

be in church beginning on Ash Wednesday.  Skip a 

meal, or go lightly on food, and put a donation into 

the bowl as a Lenten Sacrifice.  Proceeds will benefit 

our Haiti Mission. 

 

 

Flocknote: Weekly and Daily Lenten  

Reflections From Bishop Baron’s Word on 

Fire will be sent through our parish Flocknote. If 

you are not on our email or phone list as of yet, and 

would like to share in these reflections, call the  

office. 

�

Congratulations  

to Kathleen Huggins our coordinator of 

elementary religious education who has 

completed her certification with the diocese of Ad-

ministrator of Religious Education.  Kathy who has a 

degree in elementary childhood education  

continues to build her qualifications as she grows in 

her position with us! 

�

�

FISH FRY SEASON HAS BEGUN��

�

Please support our Knights of Columbus while 

trea�ng yourself and your family to their �

delicious Fish, chips and/or chowder.�

�

�

Fridays during Lent, beginning February 19th.�



�

Whittier Farms is partnering with the Sutton Food �

Pantry during the month of February to support those in 

need in our community. For each $5 donation they �

receive they will deliver a homemade Mac & Cheese to 

the pantry.  Please consider purchasing a meal for a �

family in need. �

�

Three shopping options.�

1)� Visit the walk up window�

2)� Call 508�865�1053�

3)� www.whittiers.com/farmlove�

�

Thanks to the families that participated 

in our Valentine’s Day project to make 

cards for local seniors!  The cards were 

delivered to CareOne in Millbury, along 

with some candy hearts.  Our parish 

children are learning that 

small acts of kindness 

can brighten someone’s 

day in a big way.�

�
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-Since 1967-
333 SW Cutoff
Worcester, MA 01604

P: 508-753-8581
F: 508-753-2536

www.millerfence.com
You buy good fence by the year, not by the foot.You buy good fence by the year, not by the foot.

43 Main St., S. Grafton
774-293-1515

www.hearjoyaudiology.com

508.865.0200
147 Providence St. • Millbury, MA

Contact Dom DiPasqua to place an ad today! 
ddipasqua@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6637

Landscape & Construction

Millbury, MA

EBEN THOMPSON

508-523-7790
Ebthompson36@gmail.com
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INDUSTRIAL
ENERGY SERVICES

COMPLETE BOILER
ROOM SERVICE

560 LINCOLN STREET
WORCESTER  01605
(508) 852-5051

PROVIDENCE ROAD

LIC # 23803
FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

• Bath & Kitchen • Remodeling
• Water Heaters • Service Work
• Slow Drains

10% Discount for Senior Citizens
STEVE WILLETTE

Ph: 508-865-4402 • Fax: 508-865-6493

• SPRING CLEAN-UPS
• WEEKLY MOWING
• MULCHING
• TREE CUTTING
• PRUNING

• EXCAVATING
• PATIOS
• WALKWAYS
• RETAINING WALLS
• LAWN INSTALLATION

SNOW PLOWING & SANDING
508-865-5999FREE 

ESTIMATES
FULLY

INSURED

HOME • AUTO • BUSINESS • LIFE
Heritage Mall, Auburn, MA

(508) 832-0404 | (800) 443-7007
www.neinsure.com

SHOP TRUEVALUE.COM
FREE SHIPPING TO OUR STORE

RAY’S TRUE VALUE 
HARDWARE

22 HOWE AVE | MILLBURY, MA

508-865-9037

 508-865-2622
 116 Main Street
 Millbury, Ma

Lisa Lanzillotti, DMD
Cosmetic Dentistry • Implants • Dentures
Partials • General Family Dentistry

New Patients Welcome
www.millburyfamilydentistry.com

(508) 278-2200
Reaches All Locations

JackmanFuneralHome@yahoo.com

www.JackmanFuneralHomes.com

Owned and operated by the Mulhane Family
for over 150 years.

Stuart & Matthew Mulhane
508.865.2560

www.mulhane.com
“As a resident of Sutton, I look forward to helping the families in my 

community heal by celebrating the life of their loved one.” 
                                                                                -Matthew Mulhane


