
 

St. James & St. John the Baptist 

Catholic Collaborative Parish�

�

COLLABORATIVE OFFICE: 6 COTTAGE STREET � HAVERHILL � MA 01830�

P: 978�372�8537 & F: 978�373�1505�

E: stjamesandjohnnews@gmail.com�

W: www.stjamesandjohnhaverhill.org�

�

�

�

“Our Collaborative Parish, St. James & St. John the Baptist, �

is a welcoming multi�cultural Catholic Community, �

always faithful to the Gospel, loving and sharing Christ”. �

�

�

SAINT JAMES�

185 Winter Street�

Haverhill, MA 01830�

�

MASS SCHEDULE: �

Saturday: 4:00PM�

Sunday: 8:30AM, 11:30AM Spanish, 3:00PM Viet.�

Weekdays: 9:00AM �

Tuesday � Thursday � Saturday �

HOLIDAYS: As announced�

�

�

SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST�

114 Lincoln Avenue�

Haverhill, MA 01830�

�

MASS SCHEDULE:�

Sunday: 10:00AM�

Weekdays: 9:00AM�

Monday � Wednesday � Friday �

HOLIDAYS: As announced�



Giáo Xu Thánh Giacôbê ~ La Parroquia de San Santiago Apóstol 

CELERBRATING THE SACRAMENTS  �

�

Baptism at St. James: 4

th

 Sunday of the month, on the 

following months: Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct, Dec. at 

1:00PM.�

�

Baptism at St. John the Baptist: 2

nd 

Sunday of the month at 

the 10:00AM Mass. (Only 2 children may be scheduled for 

baptism at each Mass)�

�

Both Parishes: Instruction for Both Parents and optional 

for Godparents: 3

rd

 Sunday of the month: on the following 

months: March, June, Sept., Dec. at 11:00AM meeting at the 

St. John’s Parish Hall. Parents are asked to pre�register at the 

Collaborative Parish Office/Rectory, bringing the child's 

birth certificate. Please call the parish office first. �

�

Marriage: Arrangement with a pr iest of the parish, six�

months prior to the wedding. Bodas: Se debe consultar con �

el sacerdote o el diácono con 6 meses de anticipación.�

�

Reconciliation: Saturdays: 3:00 � 3:30PM at St. James or 

by appointment. �

�

Confesiones: Los sábados de 3:00 � 3:30PM en la iglesia de 

abajo, o otros días con una cita.�

�

Sacrament of the Sick: Please call the Collaborative 

Office if you have a family member or friend who is unable 

to attend church due to age or infirmity. We will provide 

pastoral visits with administration of the Sacraments.�

�

Bautismos en Español: Domingo siguiente a la catequesis 

pre bautismal a las 1:00PM. Catequesis pre bautismal: El 

primer Domingo del mes, a las 1:00PM, en el centro 

parroquial (161 Winter St.). Es obligatoria para los padres y 

padrinos. La registración se debe hacer  previamente en la 

rectoría, con el acta civil de nacimiento.�

�

        Like us on Facebook  

                 St. James and St. John the Baptist Parishes  

If you are looking for a spiritual home, 

please introduce yourself to any mem-

ber of the parish staff or fill out a regis-

tration form, available at the entrances 

of the church. If you would like more 

information about the Catholic Church, 

please call the parish office at 

978.372.8537. �

ANNOUNCEMENTS �

�

Where are you on the road of integrity? Honesty is all that is re-

quired. God is good with that. It is okay to struggle with our deci-

sions and wrestle with ourselves. Consciences on the path to ma-

turity and greater depth are not always going to know what action 

is immediately best. We may, at first, say no to what we know is 

right and, after prayerful reflection and thought, come around to 

doing it. Conversion happens when our no changes to yes, regard-

less of how sinful or out of sync we may be at the time. God is 

anxious to welcome us to Himself. But we cannot embrace Him 

unless we want to. Learning to orient our gift of free will to what 

is of divine origin, right, and best is a discipline we must always 

tweak and perfect. �

�

Siempre es tiempo de escuchar la voz de Dios en nuestro interior. 

Decirle que sí vamos a donde él nos pida, cumpliéndolo con fide-

lidad y cariño, para el bien de uno mismo y de la comunidad. 

Asistir a Misa cada domingo es una gracia de Dios. Sin embargo, 

es un reto muy grande porque exige un cambio radical de vida y 

un compromiso de hacer algo. Lo fundamental en este Evangelio, 

es la respuesta de conversión individual. Dios te llama a ti perso-

nalmente: “Hijo/hija, hoy tienes que ir a trabajar en la viña”. 

(Mateo 21:28).�

PLAN WRITING TEAM �

�

Cynthia Arsenault, Maria Betances, Debbie Conner, �

Edie Daley, Bob DiLando, Suzanna Dilonex, �

Arilys Fantini, Francisco Hernandez, Gerry Johnston, �

Bridget Lacefield, Father Anthony Le, Hector Pena, �

Kelly Stronach, Larry Treve6e�

Have ideas for our Parish? Please share them by emailing us at: �

CollaborativeWritingTeam@gmail.com�

COLLABORATIVE PASTORAL TEAM  �

�

Pastor: Father  Anthony Le �

�

Permanent Deacon: �

Jose Nelson Agudelo �

�

Collaborative Administrative: Monica Piecuch �

stjamesandjohnnews@gmail.com�

�

Collaborative Coordinator of Faith Formation:�

Joelle Mather � stjamesandjohnfaith@gmail.com�

�

Collaborative Coordinators of Music: �

Philip Clayton & Cynthia Arsenault �

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Fridays by 12:00PM �

Please email bulletin notices to: �

stjamesandjohnnews@gmail.com�

Readings for today's Mass begin on page 212�

of the Breaking Bread Missal 2020�

Proper parts of the Mass begin on page 3.�

DISCIPLES IN MISSION �

DRAFT VISION STATEMENT �

“A welcoming multi�cultural Catholic �

Community, always faithful to the Gospel, �

loving and sharing Christ”. �

The writing team for our collaborative evangelization efforts 

drafted a vision goal for four of the areas of focus that were de-

scribed: hospitality, communication, vocations, and faith for-

mation. These goals involve a vision of our growth in faith and 

community within the next 3 years. Small groups were addressed 

in several of these statements. The team will next set strategies as 

to how these goals will be accomplished within our collaborative. 

We had some preliminary discussions about them. The complete 

draft will be sent to Cardinal O’Malley this summer for final ap-

proval or revision. It will continue every few years, making our 

collaborative community an ever�growing source of gospel life. If 

you have an idea of something you would enjoy doing or have 

questions about this evangelization/revitalization effort send us an 

email: colaborativewritingteam@gmail.com or speak to a team 

member. We are eager to hear from you!�
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MASS INTENTIONS�

�

Saturday, September 26

th 

(SJ)�

 9:00AM� Parishioners who have passed �

� � by Covid�19�

�

 4:00PM � John Buccini 7th anniversary  �

� �  ~ requested by his family �

�

Sunday, September 27

th    

�

 8:30AM (SJ)     Roselema Desmarais 9th anniversary  �

� �   ~ requested by her children   �

�

 10:00AM (SJB) Bazil Bob Zingali in memory �

� �   ~ requested by family  �

�

 11:30AM (SJ)� Rafael Reynoso�

� � Fidelina Jimenian  �

� � Arturo Tomas Velazquez, que este 30 de 

� � Setiembre cumple dos meses de fallecido  �

�

 3:00PM (SJ)� Vietnamese Mass �

�

Monday, September 28

th 

(SJB)�

 9:00AM � Matthew Hakesley (living) �

� � happy birthday �

� �  ~ requested by his grandparents �

�

Tuesday, September 29

th 

(SJ)�

 9:00AM � Harold N. Goudreault �

� � birthday remembrance �

� �  ~ requested by his daughter �

�

 9:30AM � Adoration �

�

Wednesday, September 30

th 

(SJB)�

 9:00AM � Rev. James M. Broderick month’s mind  �

�

Thursday, October 1

st 

(SJ) �

 9:00AM � Rev. Kenneth Healey, SM �

� � 50th Anniversary as a priest �

� �  ~ requested by the Johnston Family  �

�

 9:30AM� Adoration �

�

Friday, October 2

nd 

(SJB) �

 9:00AM � in honor of St. Theresa  �

�

Saturday, October 3

rd

 (SJ)�

 9:00AM� Parishioners who have passed �

� � by Covid�19�

�

 4:00PM � Parishioners of St. James �

�

Sunday, October 4

th  �

 8:30AM (SJ)      Irene R. Ethier 24th anniversary  �

� �   ~ requested by family  �

�

 10:00AM (SJB) Leo G. Murphy in memory �

� �   ~ requested by family  �

�

 11:30AM (SJ) �  Rafael Reynoso�

� �   Gloria Cueto �

� �   Orlando Bautista Jimenez �

� �   Danency Caceres �

� �   Danerys Caceres �

� �   Fidelina Jimenian  �

�

 3:00PM (SJ)� Vietnamese Mass �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

CHURCH SUPPORT �

WEEKLY OFFERTORY�

�

The weekend offering of September 12/13 totals for St. 

James is $2,750 and St. John the Baptist $1,091. Thank you! �

�

�

2

nd

 COLLECTION�

�

September 26/27 Energy & Utilities �

October 10/11 Capital Improvement �

2020 Catholic Appeal�

�

This is Our Church. Funded by the 

Catholic Appeal. If you are able, 

please prayerfully consider making a 

gift to the 2020 Catholic Appeal to 

ensure that this critical work contin-

ues. Your support will make a signifi-

cant difference as we continue serving 

the Catholic faithful and all our brothers and sisters in need. 

To learn more about Your Church at Work or to make a 

donation, visit www.bostoncatholicappeal.org  Thank you!�

St. James gifts & pledges of $23,042, 104%, an assessment 

goal of $22,242. St. John’s gifts & pledges of $6,955, 82%, 

assessment goal of $8,475. Thank you! !�

���������	
����

�

Saturday: �

4:00pm (English) SJ�

�

Sunday: �

    8:30am (English) SJ �

        10:00am (English) SJB�

      11:30am (Spanish) SJ�

  3:00pm (Vietnamese) SJ�

�

Daily Masses:�

Tuesday & Thursday 9:00am (SJ)�

and Adoration 9:30am �

�

Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 9:00am (SJB)�

�

Saturday: 9:00am (SJ) �

�

The Rosary is prayed every Monday�Wednesday�Friday 

downstairs in the St John the Baptist hall at 8:30AM, just 

prior to the Daily Mass at 9:00AM �

�

Please call to make an appointment �

for confessions. Thank you. �

�

�

SJ � St. James & SJB � St. John the Baptist �
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Pastoral Reflections from Father Anthony 

 

THE 26

th 

SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�

ʺTax collectors and prostitutes are entering the king-

dom of God before youʺ (Mt 21:31). The word of Je-

sus is like a bomb gone off in front of the religious 

leaders, the scribes and Pharisees, who are highly�

respected because of their morality, knowledge and 

position in society. �

Jesus explains this in the parable of two sons who 

said one thing and did another. Asked by the father 

to go and work in the vineyard, the second son kind-

ly says yes to the father, but fails to do the work. The 

first son, on the other hand, says no but later recon-

siders his decision and does the work. The second 

son represents the religious leaders in the time of 

Jesus. They claimed that they carried out the Law of 

God strictly. Their own morality made them so self�

sufficient and self�contained that they opposed and 

rejected Jesus. �

The first son represents sinners, the tax�collectors 

and prostitutes, who are marginalized in society and 

religion. Their own sinfulness made them humble 

and they welcomed Jesus as the Savior.�

Whether we go and work in the vineyard or not is 

synonymous with whether we have faith or not in 

God. Faith has the ability to do the work of God. 

True faith always turns into action, ʺWhat can we do, 

the crowd asked Jesus, to accomplish the works of 

God?ʺ Jesus answered and said to the crowd, ʺThis is 

the work of God that you believe in the one he 

sentʺ (Jn 6:28�29).�

Our Christianity is the religion of faith. The faith 

inside has to be shown on the outside as St. James 

said, ʺIf faith of itself does not have works, it is 

deadʺ (2:17). Faith is not just a profession by lips, but 

it is a profession by life with serious commitment as 

Jesus has invited us: ʺNot everyone who says to me 

ʹLord, Lord,ʹ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

only the one who does the will of my Father in heav-

enʺ (Mt 7:21).�

Therefore, following God is to live according to the 

values and demands of the Gospel in life. The val-

ues of chastity, spirit of poverty, honesty, righteous-

ness, forgiveness, gentleness, harmony, love and so 

on call for a decisive response, and must be an-

swered with all human imperfection, but always 

filled with the aspiration of holiness.�

In today’s Gospel, we see the response become more 

drastic, the factor of time plays more an important 

role in the journey of faith. Indeed, time gives to the 

first son an opportunity to change his behavior to-

ward his fatherʹs will, “’I will not,’ but afterwards he 

changed his mind and went” (Mt 21:29). But time is 

also the measure of the second sonʹs words, “’Yes, 

sir,’ but did not go” (Mt 21:30). Therefore, time can 

erase pain, heal wounds, but it can also erode love 

and shake our will. And the best way to resist the 

tests is prayer. Jesus often taught his disciples, ʺPray 

that you may not undergo the testʺ (Lk 22:40).�

Thus, regular daily prayer is the core that sustains 

our journey to follow God. If we pray, we have the 

power of recollection. Only with recollection can we 

change our lifeʹs direction according to God’s will. 

Through prayer, we will gain the strength to re-

spond “yes” to God’s call and faithfully work in his 

vineyards.�

 

Please pray for repose of the souls of all who have 

passed from Coronavirus. �

To reserve a weekday or weekend Mass for a �

deceased loved one or a special intention, �

please contact the parish office. �

One name per date/per Mass Intention.�
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Faith Formation Registrations for the new �

2020�2021 year are underway! �

For more information please visit our �

website: stjamesandjohnhaverhill.org �

emailing: stjamesandjohnfaith@gmail.com �

or by calling the parish office: 978.372.8537. �

As Catholics, we are taught to believe in The Real Presence 

of Jesus Christ in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. I was 

raised as a Protestant and became a convert to Catholicism 

in my early twenties. There were a number of things that 

attracted me to the Catholic Church such as being the oldest�

Christian church and the only one founded by Jesus Him-

self, clear, well�founded moral teachings, along with many 

other reasons. But, the Church's belief in the Real Presence 

was chief among them. Many non�Catholic Christian 

churches also have Communion � some only occasionally 

and some more frequently. But, most of them believe this to 

be a symbolic memorial; Luke 22:19, “...do this in memory 

of me.” This was my belief as well.�

�

One day I read in the Gospel of John 6:56, “Whoever eats 

my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life.” Followed by 

John 6:60, “After hearing it, many of his followers said, 

'This is intolerable language. How could anyone accept it?' 

And John 6:66, “After this, many of his disciples went 

away and accompanied Him no more.”�

�

What Jesus did not say at this point is extremely compelling 

to me. He made no effort to “interpret” or “explain” what 

he had just said. After all, there are several instances in the 

Gospels when Jesus clarifies a teaching for the benefit of 

his confused disciples. Those followers who walked away 

heard and understood exactly what Jesus said and meant. 

They simply found this teaching to be too hard to accept. 

Jesus was very clear in what He was saying. If I was going 

to be a Christian, then it was vital for me to believe every-

thing Jesus had to say � even difficult, hard�to�understand 

teachings like this.�

�

Even though there have been many documented Eucharistic 

miracles, I have never seen or experienced one. When re-

ceiving Holy Communion, I do not taste anything special, 

but am fully aware that Jesus is present (body, blood, soul 

and divinity) in the Sacred Host. He said so � and I believe 

His word. Knowing that He is physically present within me 

helps me to be far more conscious of my words and actions. 

To be sure, I am no saint and frequently fall short of where 

I should be spiritually. (How blest we Catholics are to have 

the sacrament of confession/reconciliation!) However, there 

is no question that I am a far better person than I would be 

were it not for the graces received through Holy�

Communion.�

�

If you would like to share your own story about belief in the 

Real Presence, please send it to me at�

gerannjo@yahoo.com . We all need to hear your story.�

�

Thank you and God Bless�

Gerry Johnston�

Year of the Eucharist Coordinator�

SANTA’S HELPERS UPDATE FOR SEASON 

2020�

�

Due to COVID and new regulations to protect us all, we are 

starting the Santa's Helper intake much earlier than in past 

years. In an effort to keep everyone safe we have also im-

plemented new procedures, which are listed below. If you 

are aware of a Haverhill family in need of Santa assistance 

please encourage them to apply.�

�

�� There will be no face�to�face intake, rather the registra-

tion forms will be placed at the entrance to both St 

John's and St James churches, as well we will distribute 

forms to clients at the Liz Murphy OHP. Forms will 

also be available at the Rectory on Tuesdays and Fri-

days only. �

�� The forms are self�explanatory and all Information 

must be completed�

�� Those applying MUST be a Haverhill Resident.�

�� Children must be 12 and under and must be the �

applicants own children.�

�� Self�addressed envelopes will be included with each 

registration form.�

�� All completed registration forms must be mailed and 

received at the Rectory no later than November 7th (no 

exceptions).  This will allow the team time to process 

and fill all requests for help.�

�

Again, due to COVID, we WILL NOT be placing gift tags/

requests on the tree.  �

�

�� For those who wish to donate a new toy, we will be 

posting the needed toys via the bulletin in the near fu-

ture.�

�� For those who wish to adopt a child or family, those 

procedures will be forthcoming.�

�� December 1st will be the deadline for  all gifts to be 

turned in. This will allow the team to assemble all bag 

and distribute timely and in a safe manner.�

�

Please watch this spot for future updates, toy lists and needs 

in the coming weeks.  The Santa team appreciates your 

years of support and hope you will continue to support this 

wonderful program.�

�

For further questions you may contact Carol Tuttle, at: 508�

523�6537 or caroltuttle116@comcast.net�
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City of Haverhill �

Emergency Rental Assistance �

�

Have you lost income because of COVID�19? If you are 

having trouble paying your rent or utilities, the City of 

Haverhill may be able to help. �

�

For more information please visit: �

cityofhaverhill.com/departments/

community_development_block_grant.php �

�

or call for help with application at 978.374.2344.�

 

 

We are looking for some specific items for the 

pantry and hoping our parishioners to help us 

stock the shelves. St. James and St. John's Pa-

rishioners have been so supportive of the pantry 

and we and the clients appreciate all you do. 

Thank you!!!�

Cereal of any kind: Individual packets of Oatmeal, �

Raisin Bran, Rice Krispies, Cheerios, etc�

��

Individually wrapped snacks: Cheese & crackers, �

Peanut butter & crackers, cookies, fruit snacks, �

granola bars, etc.�

��

Coffee, Tea, Hot Cocoa, Shelf�milk�

��

Canned food: Tuna, Chicken, Spam, Corn, Soups, 

Diced Tomatoes�

��

Odd and Ends: Mac~n~cheese, brownie mixes, �

cake mixes/icing,��

The Liz Murphy Open Hand Pantry 

is looking for a few volunteers to help 

bring donations off the truck 9:30�

11:30am. We could use a few to help 

stock shelves 10:00am � 12:00pm. The 

pantry is not open to clients during these 

hours. Masks and gloves must be worn. 

The pantry is air conditioned. Thank you in advance for 

considering this wonderful opportunity.�
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Angelo the Florist
197 Winter Street

Haverhill, MA 01830
(978) 372-0270

Flowers For All Occasions
Flowers Delivered World Wide

BRIAN S. DEMPSEY 
INSURANCE AGENCY

Auto • Home

60 Bailey Blvd., Haverhill, MA 01830
(978) 521-2000

www.dempseyinsuranceagency.com

ATWOOD MEMORIAL CO.
Richard K. Atwood

 MARKERS • MONUMENTS
 LETTERING • BRONZE
 Quality...Dependability...
 Everyday Low Prices...Since 1948
978-372-4951 • Office & Display • Rt. 125, Ward Hill, Haverhill

www.atwoodmemorialcompany.com

Dr. Laura Anne Potvin, P.C.  
OPTOMETRISTS

Eyecare for the Entire Family!
Dr. Nyla Lambert - Dr. Cathleen Doucette 

Dr. Samantha Mein - Dr. Vivian Chung
939 Salem St., Suite 7 , Groveland, MA  01834

(978) 374-8991
www.DrLauraAnnePotvinPC.com

Member of Better Home  Heat Council 

Leo’s Fuel
Check our everyday low cash prices for fuel oil
24 Hour Burner Service
Major Credit Cards Accepted
Caren McKeon
(603) 382-1770

SEXTON LANDSCAPING
Your Lawn a Pain? Call Wayne!

 (978) 372-5066
 Full Insured
Complete Landscaping Services

115 Elliott St., Haverhill, MA

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Richard Brogna • rbrogna@4LPi.com • (848) 225-5120



 Family owned & operated for 5 generations
 Deke Farmer • Brian Farmer • Robert Regan
 H.L. Farmer & Sons Funeral Home 106 Summer St.
 H.L. Farmer & Sons Bradford Funeral Home 210 South Main St.
 (978) 372-9311 • www.farmerfuneralhomes.com
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 Deborah A. Conner, CPA
8 Salem Street

Bradford, MA 01835-7907
Telephone (978) 372-9655

Serving Individuals and Businesses

Kevin B.
Comeau

FUNERAL HOME

Big Enough to Serve You. Small Enough to Know You.

486 Main Street, Haverhill, MA
www.comeaufuneral.com

Independently Owned & Operated

978-521-4845

H.L. FARMER & SONS
FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES

 

47 Broadway Haverhill • Massachusetts 01832
978-373-5668 • www.berubecomeau.com

Comeau Funeral Service, Inc. D.B.A.

Modern Woodmen of America
FRATERNAL FINANCIALFRATERNAL FINANCIAL

Suzanne Carpentier, FIC
33 West Main St., Georgetown, MA 01833

978-500-2523
Suzanne.A.Carpentier@mwarep.org

Exceptional Care.
The only Leapfrog Top Hospital in

Merrimack Valley and Southern NH

www.HolyFamilyHospital.org
978-374-2000 | 140 Lincoln Ave., Haverhill, MA

 A Catholic Health Care Center
 Acute Care | Rehab | LTC
 Licensed by Dept. of Public Health for Alzheimer’s Care.

Call Our Admissions Director: 978-375-0707
150 WATER STREET, HAVERHILL, MA

10 Residences Way, Haverhill, MA 01830
ResidencesAtHaverhill.com

Call 978-912-9250 to schedule
your complimentary lunch and tour

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE
Experience a great way of life

• Modern private apartments
• Chef-prepared meals
• Private and scheduled transportation
• Life-enrichment activities
• Serene butterfly garden and walking paths

DOLE, CHILDS & SHAW
Funeral Home

Established in 1839 David E. Shaw
148 Main Street | Haverhill, MA 01830

978-372-1120
www.dcsfuneralhome.com

This Space
is Available


