
 

St. Denis  
157 Washington Street • Westwood, MA  

781-326-5858 • www.stdeniswestwood.com 

St. Margaret Mary  
845 High Street • Westwood, MA 

781-326-1071 • www.saintmmparish.org 

Weekend Mass Schedule  

St. Denis: Saturday, 4:30 pm  •  Sunday, 8 am and 10:30 am  
St. Margaret Mary: Saturday, 4:30 pm  •  Sunday, 10 am and 5 pm (outside, weather permitting) 

Daily Mass Schedule  
St. Denis: Monday – Wednesday at 9 am  

St. Margaret Mary: Monday – Friday at 7:30 am 

Confessions  
 St. Denis: Saturdays at 3:45–4:15 pm             St. Margaret Mary: Wednesdays at 7–8 pm 

November 14, 2021 



From the Desk of Father Bob 

I thought it would be kind of fun to use this space in the bulletin to do a bit of catechesis on the Mass. My hope  
is to have something each week on an aspect of the Mass, which is the source and summit of our Christian lives!   

Let’s begin with the altar. Every Catholic Church has at least one altar. Some Churches have multiple altars. 
Even in those Churches with multiple altars, there is one altar that is the principle, main or high altar around 
which the faithful are gathered for Eucharist. An altar is a table, constructed of wood or stone, on which is  
offered a sacrifice to God.   

To appreciate the significance of the altar in a Catholic Church, it helps to have an understanding of sacrifice in 
the ancient Jewish mind, as it is from there that the structure of the Mass is derived. For an ancient Jewish person, 
sacrifice was considered the best way to communicate or connect with God. When a person wanted something 
from God, such as a fruitful harvest or a good husband for his daughters or wanted forgiveness for a sin, he/she 
would bring something to the priest at the temple to have it sacrificed as an offering to God. The priest would 
take whatever was to be sacrificed and place it on the altar. It would then be slaughtered or burnt. The shedding 
of blood or the smoke of burnt offering was to bring about the efficacy of the request. Only the priest could offer 
the sacrifice on behalf of the people. That was his role in the Jewish nation. And of course, the priest got to keep 
a portion of the sacrifice as that was the way he supported his family. The Book of Leviticus spells out clearly 
what, how, when sacrifices were to take place. It was very specific. You may recall in the Christmas story, after 
the birth of Jesus, Mary and Joseph travel to Jerusalem to offer in sacrifice two turtledoves (think of the Christ-
mas carol) which was prescribed in the law for a couple on the birth of their first son. Sacrifice was very graphic, 
messy and smelly! It was also big business! Think about how many small businesses were in support of  
sacrifices: people who sold animals for sacrifice, money changers, inns, food and wine merchants, waste removal, 
wood for the fire, tailors for priestly vestments. The list goes on. The Catholic Mass is understood in the culture 
of sacrifice.   

So back to the altar in the Church. It is the primary focus of every Mass. As such, it is appropriately lighted and 
covered with a linen cloth or tapestry. It is decorated with flowers and illuminated by candles. Most altars contain 
the relics of saints (though we typically do not know from which saints the relics come). Before Mass can ever be 
celebrated on an altar it must be sealed with Sacred Chrism (oil) by the bishop. As the priest, deacon and minis-
ters approach the altar at Mass, they make a solemn bow and a gesture of reverence and the priest and deacon kiss 
the altar as it is the symbol of Jesus Christ who is sacrificial lamb of God. Often the altar is incensed as part of the 
Mass to indicate that what is about to take place upon it is not a profane act but is very much something of Heaven. 

In many Churches, there is a dome or canopy over the altar as a symbol of a firmament, that is, an opening to 
Heaven. The firmament conveys that what is sacrificed on the altar ascends to God above.   

Of course, in the Mass we do not sacrifice animals or food products. This is because Christ sacrificed Himself on 
the Cross and therefore there is no need to sacrifice anything else to God ever again. We place bread and wine on 
the altar as they become for us the very flesh and blood of Christ. It is precisely this that we offer to God as a  
sacrifice of Thanksgiving. And in turn, God gives us the flesh and blood of His Son: Bread from Heaven and the 
Cup of Salvation.     
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St Margaret Mary/St Denis Haiti Dinner — December 4th  

On Saturday December 4, we will have a dinner for both parishes in the hall at Saint Margaret Mary to support 
the Haitian refugees that are coming into our community. The festivities will begin at 6:00pm with dinner 
around 6:30 pm. The doors for the event will open at 5:15 pm. Dinner will be both basic fare (pasta, etc.) and 
some Haitian fare. At this event we will be collecting new winter coats, hats, gloves, scarfs, etc.. We will also 
be collecting cash donations and gift cards (CVS, Walgreens, Star Market, which are in the area in which most 
of the folks are settling). There will also be raffles and a silent auction.  

We are very pleased that we will be joined that evening by some folks from the Haitian community, who will 
talk briefly with us about the situation. 

Although there is no cost for the event, pre-registration is required so that we can plan appropriately. You can 
do that by filling out the sign up sheets in the back of both churches this weekend, or by calling or emailing the 
parish office. 

We have lots of planning needs for the event (volunteers, raffle/auction donations, etc.) so if you are interested 
in helping, you can mark it on the sign up sheet or let the office know. Please spread word about the event, 
both in the parishes and amongst your neighbors. 

We do this because it will help us to grow in our love for one another as a community. We do this because our 
brothers and sisters are in need. We do this, most importantly, because Jesus told us that we must act with 
compassion, and then He showed us how to do it. 

Exposition of Sacred Relics at St. Catherine of Siena 

Saint Catherine of Siena Parish invites you to attend a teaching and exposition of Sacred Relics on Tuesday,  
November 30th, at 6:30 pm in the church, 547 Washington St., Norwood. Presented by Father Carlos Martins of 
the Companions of the Cross, more than 150 relics will be shown, including those of Saint Joseph, Saint Mary 
Magdalene, Saint Francis of Assisi and more. There will also be a fragment of the Veil that belonged to Our  
Lady and some of the largest remaining pieces of the Wood of the True Cross in the world. There is no cost to 
attend. For more information, please visit www.treasuresofthechurch.com.  

Upcoming Dates for the Holiday and Christmas Season 

Thanksgiving  
Wednesday, November 24 at 7 pm, St. Denis  
Thursday, November  25 at 9 am, St. Margaret Mary 
 

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Wednesday, December 8 
7:30 am, St. Margaret Mary 
9 am, St. Denis 
7 pm, St. Margaret Mary 
 

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
Friday, December 24 
2 pm, St. Margaret Mary (This Mass will be outside) 
3 pm, St. Denis 
4:30 pm, St. Margaret Mary 
5 pm, St. Denis 
 

Solemnity of Mary (New Year’s) 
Friday, December 31 
4:30 pm, St. Margaret Mary 

Saturday, January 1 
9 am, St. Denis 

Saturday, December 25 
8 am, St. Denis 
10 am, St. Margaret Mary 
10:30 am, St. Denis 



In Loving Memory 
Please pray for all the deceased of our parishes, includ-
ing Louis Sicard who was recently born into eternal 
life, as well as all of our sick and those who have asked 
for our prayers. 

 

Family Mass at St. Denis  
Join us on November 21 at 10:30 am for our next 
Family Mass. There will be a kid-friendly homily 
followed by coffee and snacks downstairs in the 
hall. after Mass. 

Mass Links 
St. Margaret Mary’s Saturday 4:30 pm and Sunday  
10 am, as well as the daily Masses are livestreamed 
on the website at www.saintmmparish.org/live-
streaming. The 5 pm outdoor Mass on Sundays is 
livestreamed on www.facebook.com/
saintmmparish.org. 
 
To watch the Sunday, 10:30 am Mass at St. Denis 
please use this link: 
https://vimeo.com/event/693318/5fd168d1dc 

Volunteers Needed 
At St. Margaret Mary’s, ushers are needed for all 
Masses, as well as individuals to help set up for the  
5 pm outdoor Mass on Sundays at St. Margaret Mary. 
If you are in high school and need service hours, this 
is a great way to help! If interested please contact the 
office at 781-326-1071 or visit westwood-
volunteers.paperform.co (that’s .co not .com).   

Thank you C & R Flooring 
Thank you to C & R Flooring who recently donated  
the refinishing of the floors in the first floor rooms of 
St. Denis’ rectory in the name of Judy Zizza (a long 
time parishioner of St. Denis) and the Zizza Family. 
Chris Zizza, owner of C & R Flooring, was an  
altar server during the time of Father Carol, Father  
Casey, Father Pratt and Father Delaney. 

St. Denis Youth Faith Formation Event 
Advent Wreath Making Night 
November 22nd from 6 pm to 8 pm in the Hall 
After a year off due to Covid, our annual family  
Advent Wreath Making night is back! Join us on  
Monday, November 22 from 6-8 in the hall to make 
wreaths. There will be snacks! If you are interested in 
coming, please contact Matt Brady so that we can 
make sure we have enough supplies. 



St. Denis 

Sat, Nov. 13 4:30 pm  Pro Populo 

Sun, Nov.14 8 am   William McCabe  
Sun, Nov. 14 10:30 am   Catherine Phyllis Mulroy 
Mon, Nov. 15  9 am   
Tue, Nov. 16  9 am   
Wed, Nov. 17  9 am    

St. Margaret Mary  

Sat, Nov. 13 4:30 pm  William Reissfelder 
Sun, Nov. 14 10 am  Sally O’Malley  
Sun, Nov. 14 5 pm  William P. Reynolds, Sr. 
Mon, Nov. 15 7:30 am  Mary Waldron 
Tue, Nov. 16 7:30 am  John Mitchell 
Wed, Nov. 17 7:30 am  Paul McNulty 
Thu, Nov. 18 7:30 am  Roberta Nash 
Fri, Nov. 19 7:30 am  Special Intention 

Events 
Saturday — Rosary at 9 am outside by the statue of Our 
Blessed Mother Mary at St. Margaret Mary. If weather does not 
permit, we will pray inside the church.   

Tuesday — Rosary at 8:10 pm at St. Margaret Mary 
after religious education classes. 

Wednesday — Adoration & Reconciliation from  
3-8 pm at St. Margaret Mary. The Blessed Sacrament 
will be solemnly exposed on our altar. There will also 
be the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of  
Reconciliation from 7-8 pm. 

Friday — Adoration from Noon-3:00 pm. Rosary and  
Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3 pm at St. Margaret Mary. 

 
 

Sacramental Giving 
Collections:  November 7, 2021 

SAINT DENIS  
Weekly Collection…….………………   $4,458 

SAINT MARGARET MARY  
Weekly Collection…….………………   $8,319 

St. Denis Lector Schedule  
Next Weekend’s Schedule 

Sat, Nov. 20 4:30 pm  Jim O’Sullivan 
Sun, Nov. 21 8 am   Bill Polin 
Sun, Nov. 21 10:30 am Patrick Gallagher 
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4515 Washington St., Roslindale, MA
617-323-2111

www.PleasantCafe.com

San Marino
Landscaping Const. Corp.

Total Lawn Care • Clean Ups 
Mulch • Brick Walkways

781-329-5433
Commercial & Residential 

Fully Insured • Dedham, MA

ROOFING • GUTTERS 
CHIMNEYS • WINDOWS

& SIDING
Free Estimates

781-329-2895
www.brownbrosroofing.net

NEEDHAM
781-444-0687

WELLESLEY
781-235-4100

GeorGe F. Doherty & SonS Funeral homeS
Wilson-Cannon Funeral Homes 456 High St., DEDHAM   781-326-0500

P. E. Murray - F. J. Higgins Funeral Home
2000 Centre St., WEST ROXBURY • 617-325-2000

Folsom
Funeral Service

781-326-0022
www.FolsomFuneral.com

Residential seRvice & RepaiR

VaughanPlumbing.com
781-686-5049  Lic. # 15005

Holden - Dunn - Lawler Funeral Home
RICHARD J. DUNN • ROBERT J. LAWLER, JR. • WILLIAM L. LAWLER

55 High Rock St., Westwood, MA  •  781-326-0074  •  www.hdlfuneralhome.net

Since 1952

Home Cleanouts • Garage Cleanouts
Office Cleanouts • Storage Unit Cleanouts

Estate Cleanouts • Furniture 
Appliances • Televisions • Yard Waste

Construction Debris • Demolition

Steven Conroy - Owner | www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com
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Contact Mac Economy 
to place an ad today! 

meconomy@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6442

We provide 
exceptional 

assisted living 
and 

bar-raising 
memory care.

 Michael Tinsley, Owner
 Longwood Residential
  mike@longwoodresidential.com

Buying or Selling?
Call Mike Tinsley

508.769.2544 (c)
 Dedham / Westwood / Boston / Suburbs

 FREE MARKET ANALYSIS


