
�

645 Main Street, Warren, RI 02885�

401�245�7000�

Website: www.stmaryofthebay.org              Email: stmary02885@gmail.com �

Facebook: www.facebook.com/warrencatholic�

�

Saint Mary of the Bay �

Parish�

�

August 2, 2020�

No matter what your present status is in �

   the Catholic Church, �

no matter your current family�

   or marital status, �

no matter your personal history, age, �

   income, background, gender, race, �

   ethnicity or spirituality, �

no matter your own self�image of �

   holiness or virtue,�

You belong to Jesus Christ and you �

   belong to us! �

You are invited, accepted and respected �

  at Saint Mary of the Bay.�

We hope to share our Roman Catholic �

   way of faith and life in Christ with you!�

�

�

Mass Schedule�

�

Saturday at 4:00 p.m.  �

Sunday at 8am and 10:30 a.m.  �

�

Monday through Friday at 8am �

�

Sacrament of Reconciliation�

(Confession)�

�

Saturday at 3pm�

�

Please note that confessions are heard in the 

Reconciliation Chapel at the rear of the church. 

Masks are required and confessions are heard 

only through the screen. After each confession, all 

surfaces are sanitized.�

�

New Parishioners�

�

New to our community? Visit our 

parish website to register or call the 

parish office. Welcome!�

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time�



July 26, 2020�

Envelopes� $2,984.00�

Loose                    $1,158.00           �

Online      � $1,962.00�

Total                   $6,104.00�

Number of envelopes:94  � �

              Avg. Envelope: $31.74� � �

       Number of online users:36  � �

Avg. online: $54.50�

�

Thank You  for Your  Generosity!�

Sanctuary Lamp �

                        The Sanctuary Lamp burns in memory of  �

Patrick Austin McKenna & �

P. Andrew McKenna, Jr.�

15th and 5 year Anniversary Remembrance�

Requested by their Parents�

A collection is taken up for Repairs and Maintenance of 

our parish facilities near the first Sunday of each 

month . These funds remain in the Parish and are used 

to maintain and beautify our church properties.  �

Thank you for your generosity.     �

Parish Offertory�

Next Week’s Special Collection�

� � �

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

Saturday � In memory of Gloria Valente�

� �         16th Anniversary Remembrance�

� � � Requested by the Family�

Sunday August 2�

8:00� � In memory of Patrick Austin McKenna and �

� � � P. Andrew McKenna Jr.�

� �         15th and 5th Anniversaries Remembrance �

� � � Requested by their Parents�

�

10:30� � In memory of John V. DeGoes�

� �            6th Anniversary Remembrance�

� � � Requested by his Wife and Family�

�

Monday August 3�

8:00�       � For the Intentions of all Parishioners�

�

Tuesday August 4�

8:00� � In memory of James Wojtyto, Months Mind�

� � � Requested by St Mary of the Bay Food Pantry�

�

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

Sunday August 9�

8:00� � For the Intentions of all Parishioners�

�

�

10:30� � In memory of Bob Connor, Anniversary Rem.�

� � � Requested by his Family�

Mass Intentions� Padre’s Ponderings�Padre’s Ponderings�

Dear Parishioners,�

�

It has been a busy and productive (and hot!) week! �

�

The Building Committee has been working with our architects to 

advance the replacement of the church air conditioning unit. All of 

the bid documents have been sent out to the various contractors and 

our pre�bid conference was held this past Monday. We are hopeful 

that work will begin in the Fall and will be completed before Winter. 

Words cannot express my appreciation for the generosity of our 

parish community in successfully completing our capital campaign. 

Your generosity and Fr. Doug’s leadership will enable us to boast not 

only a beautiful but a structurally sound church building to serve as a 

worship space for future generations.�

�

It’s interesting that in the early church, the building where people 

gathered for worship was actually called the domus ecclesiae, 

literally, the “house of the Church.” The word we use to describe a 

building nowadays�church�was actually the word used to describe 

the people who met there. We have done a great job through our 

capital campaign of repairing the church building, now we just want 

to make sure that we keep building our community with living 

stones�newcomers, seekers, the disaffected, the unchurched�so 

that our building will continue to serve its purpose long after each of 

us is gone. Remember, the church is a community of people, not a 

building. And thanks be to God we have such a strong and vibrant 

church community here to match the strength and vibrancy of the 

physical space in which we worship. That is a great credit to you and 

to your generosity.�

�

Speaking of building our community of living stones, the Vatican’s 

Congregation for Clergy recently issued a groundbreaking document 

directing pastors in their work of parish renewal. I’ve included in this 

bulletin several key excerpts from the document. Your assignment 

(should you choose to accept it!) is to read through them carefully 

and prayerfully. I’ve included the link if you want to read the whole 

document. Please pray over the quotes and consider this question in 

prayer: “Jesus, in what concrete, practical ways are you inviting me 

to take on a wider role in my parish community and a wider role in 

being a “protagonist of evangelization”? That term will be clearer 

when you read the quotes! It means simply that the joyful 

communication of the faith and the charitable invitation to others to 

experience life in Christ are not only the business of priests and 

religious! All of the baptized, yes, you, are also protagonists! You’re 

not just supporting cast. You are main actors, too! �

�

In other news, I had an opportunity this past week to celebrate Mass 

at Mother of Hope Camp in Chepachet. Being back at Mother of 

Hope is always enjoyable, as I worked there for several summers as a 

seminarian. Lifelong friendships were made, great learning 

experiences were had, and it is still amazing to me that I continue to 

meet twenty�somethings out and about who remember me as their 

counselor when they were only 9 or 10 years old!�

�

And lastly, you may have read recently that the Diocese of 

Providence had to eliminate ten positions. Our diocesan family, at 

both the administrative and parish levels, is struggling because of 

COVID�19. The shutdown had serious financial ramifications. And 

who knows if another is ahead? Traditional fundraisers require types 

of gatherings that are made impossible because of necessary 

restrictions. With less and less breathing room in budgets, priorities 

have to be re�evaluated. Difficult decisions will have to be made. 

Please know that it is not my custom to make difficult decisions in a 

vacuum. We are blessed to have a strong and committed group of lay 

leaders (our trustees and our finance council) who will advise me in 

the best steps to take to secure the future of our parish and to 

continue growing it. Our staff structure and our budget will have to 

reflect our outward�oriented mission rather than inward�focused 

maintenance. Pray for us, that the Holy Spirit will guide us in all our 

deliberations. And never hesitate to reach out with any questions, 

comments or concerns. Call (401�245�7000, ext. 11) or email 

(fatherupton@gmail.com) anytime.�

�

Until next week,�

�

The inability to gather for funerals during the early days of the 

COVID�19 crisis compounded the experience of grief and loss for 

many of our families. If you lost a loved one during the crisis and 

were not able to gather together for a Funeral Mass, please call 

the parish office to arrange for a Memorial Mass. Gatherings like 

these will allow a public marking of your loved one's passing, the 

spiritual benefit of the offering of the Eucharist on your loved 

one's behalf, and yet another degree of closure for you and your 

family. Even though your loved one may have passed on weeks 

or months ago, St. Mary of the Bay continues to hold you and 

your family in our prayers and we pledge to continue to be of 

service to you.�

Memorial Masses�



We have been working on 

developing a program for the 

upcoming school year 

that� we believe� will be 

workable for busy 

families.�  Instead of 

"Religious Education" we are referring to our program now 

as "Faith Formation."� It's a working title, but we hope that it 

better conveys what we are really aiming to achieve: a 

holistic formation in faith, in the community of the 

church.� We are now accepting registrations for Faith 

Formation. It’s time to make church matter again! Our 

program will focus on the weekend Mass and provide “at�

home” and online resources for families, no red�tape or 

hoop�jumping. Hopefully we will be able to add “in�person” 

components as the situation permits. Please visit our 

website,�stmaryofthebay.org. �

All are welcome! �

"Religious Education" becomes "Faith Formation"�

� �� �Make Church Matter Again!�

This past week, longtime parishioner Rob 

Whitaker joined our parish staff. He 

replaces Jan Francis, who will stay on for a 

while to ensure a smooth transition. Many 

thanks to Jan for being generous with her time 

and talent and for staying on until we could find 

her replacement. We are delighted to welcome Rob to the team! If 

you don’t already know him, Rob introduces himself to us below:�

�

I grew up in Seekonk, Ma. and I am one of six children. We 

attended church Mount Carmel for all of my early years until I 

got married. My new wife, Michelle, and I then became members 

of St. Jean in Warren and eventually moved to St. Mary of the Bay 

where we have been attending for the past 20+ years. I am also a 

Knight of Columbus and for the past 5 years have helped out at St 

Mary of the Bay as an usher at the early Sunday Mass. I have 

been happily married for 29 years and have brought up two 

beautiful children, Ian, 24 and Samantha, 22. �

�

My work background started with Landscape Construction during 

and after high school for 10 years. I then went to New England 

Tech to study Architecture, as I always wanted to be like “Mr. 

Brady from the Brady bunch”, you know, design cool buildings 

and have 6 kids, etc...but it doesn't always work out that way. I 

then went onto Hall Institute for interior design technology, and 

after graduation I started working at Jordan Marsh in Boston 

designing stores. Once they were bought out by Macy’s, I then 

began working at Strawberries Records designing their stores. 

Once they were bought out, I then went to CVS and worked my 

way up to the top 50 in the company where I opened new markets 

for them across the country. �

�

After a long career in the “office” I got burned out and went back 

to my roots of Landscaping and various construction positions 

that I so yearned for, and have been happily doing this for the 

past 8 years. �

�

I have been a resident of Warren since 1996 and own a home on 

beautiful Hezekiah Drive. I am 57 years old and look forward to 

serving St. Mary of the Bay!�

�

Welcome aboard, Rob!�

NEW STAFF MEMBER�

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE�

A generous group of parishioners volunteers their time on 

Thursday mornings�to do light cleaning of the church. If you're 

willing to lend a helping hand, please call Beth Penkala at 401�

529�3236 or send her an email at�bethpenkala5@gmail.com. 

Many hands make light work! Thank you in advance for your 

willingness to serve our parish in this way.�

DID YOU KNOW?�

The Food Pantry is still open and operating.  �

The current epidemic has made us change our 

procedures, but despite the restrictions, we have 

been getting food to people who need it every week.  

We have been cooperating with other groups in 

Warren and the East Bay to bring food to those who 

shelter�in�place, or are quarantined.  Before the 

government stepped in with Unemployment and 

augmented SNAP benefits, many of our clients said that they had 

no food in the house, and hoped that we would remain open.�

�

One example was a young woman who had been recently 

released from the hospital.  Due to health issues, her physician 

ordered not only quarantine, but isolation in her apartment.  She 

desperately needed food, having no money and being unable to 

leave her apartment.  We left enough food for a couple of weeks 

and a gift card for the future, on her doorstep.  She called us 

immediately, and I wish you could have heard her tearful thanks 

for the generosity and caring shown her. �

�

Since March, we have been working outside from the garage, 

handing out pre�packed bags of food and toiletries.  Our skeleton 

crew of fourteen volunteers have been picking up rescued food 

from Shaw’s, unloading the weekly RI Community Food Bank 

truck delivery, distributing food twice a week, and delivering 

Senior Boxes twice a month.�

�

(On behalf of the skeleton crew, we can’t wait to get back to 

normal and hand this over to the other 30+ volunteers.)�

�

As restrictions are lifted, we will be working on returning our 

operations to the parish hall, and opening up some of the 

programs which have been closed due to safety concerns.�

�

Thank you for your help and support.  We couldn’t do it without 

you.  �Wendy�

Saint Mary of the Bay has been blessed in the past with generous 

volunteers who have managed the parish office during regular 

hours. COVID�19 interrupted parish life and required the closure 

of the parish office. Effective Monday, August 3, our new office 

hours will be Monday through Thursday, from 9am to 3pm. Vol-

unteers serve in either the morning shift (9am to 12pm) or the 

afternoon shift (12pm to 3pm) and assist with light responsibili-

ties such as answering phones, welcoming deliveries, obtaining 

sacramental records, and assisting with correspondence. If you are 

in good health, are not in an "at�risk" category and would like to 

assist with this important ministry, please reach out to Fr. Joe by 

phone (401�245�7000, ext. 11) or by email 

(fatherupton@gmail.com).��

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS�



“As a living community of believers, the Parish finds itself in a 

context whereby the territorial affiliation is increasingly less 

evident, where places of association are multiplied and where 

interpersonal relationships risk being dissolved into a virtual 

world without any commitment or responsibility towards one’s 

neighbor” (no. 9).�

�

“...the current Parish model no longer adequately corresponds to the 

many expectations of the faithful, especially when one considers 

the multiplicity of community types in existence today” (no. 16).�

�

“...any pastoral action that is limited to the territory of the Parish is 

outdated, which is something the parishioners themselves observe 

when their Parish appears to be more interested in preserving a 

nostalgia of former times as opposed to looking to the future 

with courage” (no. 16).�

�

“If the Parish does not exude that spiritual dynamic of 

evangelization, it runs the risk of becoming self�referential and 

fossilised, offering experiences that are devoid of evangelical 

flavor and missionary drive, of interest only to small 

groups” (no. 17).�

�

� “...it is necessary to identify perspectives that allow for the 

renewal of ‘traditional’ Parish structures in terms of mission. 

This is the heart of the desired pastoral conversion, which must 

touch the proclamation of the Word of God, the sacramental life 

and the witness of charity, in other words the essential areas in 

which the Parish grows and conforms to the Mystery in which it 

believes” (no. 20).�

�

“The Parish is a community gathered together by the Holy Spirit to 

announce the Word of God and bring new children of God to birth 

in the baptismal font. Assembled by the pastor, the Parish 

celebrates the memorial of the passion, death and resurrection of 

the Lord, bearing witness to faith in charity, living in a permanent 

state of mission, whilst ensuring that no one is excluded from the 

salvific, life�giving message” (no. 29).�

�

“In the process of renewal and restructuring, the Parish has to avoid 

the risk of falling into an excessive and bureaucratic organization of 

events and an offering of services that do not express the dynamic 

of evangelization, but rather the criterion of self�

preservation” (no. 34).�

�

“The conversion of structures, which the Church must 

undertake, requires a significant change in mentality and an 

interior renewal, especially among those entrusted with the 

responsibility of pastoral leadership. In order  to remain faithful 

to the mandate of Christ, pastors, especially Parish Priests who ‘are 

co�workers of the bishop in a very special way,’ must resolutely 

grasp the need for a missionary reform of pastoral action” (no. 35).�

�

“The pastoral conversion of structures implies the understanding 

that ‘the faithful Holy People of God are anointed with the grace of 

the Holy Spirit; therefore when we reflect, think, evaluate, discern, 

we must be very attentive to this anointing. Whenever as a Church, 

as pastors, as consecrated persons, we have forgotten this certainty, 

we have lost our way. Whenever we try to supplant, silence, look 

down on, ignore or reduce into small elites the People of God in 

their totality and differences, we construct communities, pastoral 

plans, theological accentuations, spiritualities, structures 

without roots, without history, without faces, without memory, 

without a body, in the end, without lives. To remove ourselves 

from the life of the People of God hastens us to the desolation and 

to a perversion of ecclesial nature.’ It does not pertain to the clergy 

alone, therefore, to carry out the transformation inspired by the 

Holy Spirit, since this involves the entire People of God” (no. 37).�

�

“Pastors have the task of keeping this dynamic alive, so that the 

baptized realize that they are protagonists of evangelization. The 

presbyterate, whose formation is ongoing, must exercise the art of 

discernment with prudence, in such a way as to allow the life of the 

Parish, with its diversity of vocations and ministries, to grow and 

mature. As a member  and servant of the People of God 

entrusted to his care, the Priest cannot supplant this discernment. 

The Parish community has the ability to propose forms of 

ministry, to proclaim the faith and to bear witness to 

charity” (no. 39).�

�

“The Finance Council fulfils a role of particular importance in the 

growth, at the level of the Parish community, of a culture of co�

responsibility, of administrative transparency, and of service to 

the needs of the Church. In a par ticular  way, transparency 

should not be understood as a mere formal presentation of statistics, 

but more as information that is the community’s due, and an 

advantageous opportunity for its formative involvement. 

Transparency refers to a modus agendi, indispensable for the 

credibility of the Church, especially where there are significant 

goods to administer” (no. 106).�

�

“The theological significance of the Pastoral Council is inscribed in 

the constitutive reality of the Church, that is, in her being ‘the Body 

of Christ,’ that generates a ‘spirituality of communion.’ In the 

Christian community, in fact, the diversity of charisms and 

ministries that derive from incorporation into Christ and from the 

gift of the Holy Spirit may never be homogenised until they 

become ‘uniformity, the obligation of doing everything together 

and all as equals, of always thinking the same thing in the same 

way.’ On the contrary, in virtue of the baptismal priesthood, every 

member of the faithful is created for the building up of the 

whole Body and, at the same time, the whole People of God, in 

the reciprocal co�responsibility of its members, participates in 

the mission of the Church, that is, discerning in history the 

signs of the presence of God and becoming witnesses of His 

Kingdom” (no. 109).�

�

“Far from being simply a bureaucratic organ, the Pastoral Council 

highlights and realizes the centrality of the People of God as the 

subject and active protagonist of the evangelizing mission, in 

virtue of the fact that every member of the faithful has received the 

gifts of the Spirit through Baptism and Confirmation”  (no. 110).�

�

“That demands that the historical Parish institution not remain a 

prisoner of immobility or of a worrisome pastoral repetition, 

but rather, it should put into action that ‘outgoing dynamism’ 

that, through collaboration among different Parish communities and 

a reinforced communion among clergy and laity, will orient it 

effectively toward an evangelizing mission, the task of the entire 

People of God, that walks through history as the ‘family of God’ 

and that, in the synergy of its diverse members, labors for the 

growth of the entire ecclesial body” (no. 123).�

�

Read the full document at: �

http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/

pubblico/2020/07/20/200720a.html �

The Pastoral Conversion of the Parish Community�

In the Service of the Evangelizing Mission of the Church�

Recently, the Congregation for Clergy issued what will prove to be a historic document, calling for the renewal and restructuring of the 

parish model to better serve the unique evangelical challenges and opportunities of the present age. Please carefully read and pray over 

these excerpts from the document, which will become a critical tool for us as we form a new vision and mission for our community in the 

weeks and months ahead. �Fr. Joe�
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WARREN 
MonuMent Co.

Serving Rhode Island Since 1882

55 Railroad Avenue
Warren, RI 02885

(401) 245-9194
Evenings: (401) 439-2637

10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD

Staton’S 
LandScaping inc.

Landscape Design, Planting & Maintenance
Masonry Walks, Patios & Walls, Lawn 

Fertilization, Weed Control Programs including 
Organic Tree Service

Charles Staton, Jr.
URI Grad, RI Certified Horticulturist, 
Licensed Arborist, RI Tree Steward

www.statonslandscaping.com
Warren, RI 401-247-2227253-7040  

RENOVATIONS AND
HISTORIC RESTORATION 

James P. Tavares

   Construction

401

 Crate Escape
 Pet Care & Training

 We Offer Dog Walking
 Pet Sitting & Training
 Doggie Daycamp
 Puppy Kindergarten
 15 Gooding Ave., Bristol RI

 401-441-4560
Www.crateescape.org

Karen Gionet • kgionet@4LPi.com • 800-888-4574 x3321

JOY Coaching & Organizing
Life Coaching

Business Coaching
Space Organizing

Organizational Coaching for 
Individuals, Students, Businesses
OFFICES IN E. PROVIDENCE & BRISTOL

Contact Dee Eddy

401.457.5018 | 800.338.5315
www.joycoorg.com
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Smith Funeral & Memorial Services
  8 Schoolhouse Road
  Warren, RI 02885
  Phone: 401-245-4999
 www.wjsmithfh.com
 Directors: Catherine A. Tattrie Lic. #1109

   Robert Connor Lic. #1119 • Raymond Romano Lic. #1073

Saint Elizabeth Manor 

– The Rehab Center

– Memory Care 

– Long Term Care 

Call 401-253-2300

The Cove:  
Skilled Nursing  

Short-Term Rehabilitation
The Willows:  

Assisted Living • Adult Day 

Barker Ave., Warren • 401-245-9100 • www.GraceBarkerHealth.com

“When you care about the care” 

®

Design
Copy
Print

Bulk Mail
Tim & Fran Pray

401-247-2188

Tap Printing, Inc.
628 Metacom Avenue

Warren, RI 02885

$30.00 OFF ANY REPAIR OVER $100.00

Taxes not included  (cannot be combined with any other offer or discount)

Malik Liquors 

“Where prices are born...
Not RAISED!!!”

Jan & Mary Malik

254 Market Street
Warren, RI 02885

(401) 247-1733

Servicing the East Bay
for over 30 years.

H&R BLOCK
Three Locations in Bristol & Warren

401-253-1179

Remy’s
Plumbing & Heating

Deep and Shallow Wells
Gould Pumps
DEALER IN 

Plumbing & Water Systems
168 Franklin Street, Warren

401-245-1177

JOHNSON’S ROADSIDE 
FARM MARKET

Home-Grown Quality Fruits & Vegetables 
From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods

445 Market St. (Rt. 136)
N. Swansea, MA

(508) 379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com

DAVID J. LOREN
Electrician

Residential & Commercial

 401-633-4048
 “No job too small”
 Parishioner

RI-003667A 
MA-21617A • NH-13307M


