
 

645 Main Street, Warren, RI 02885 

401-245-7000 

Website: www.stmaryofthebay.org              Email: stmary02885@gmail.com  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/warrencatholic 

 
Saint Mary of the Bay  

Parish 
 

August 23, 2020 

No matter what your present status is in  
   the Catholic Church,  
no matter your current family 
   or marital status,  
no matter your personal history, age,  
   income, background, gender, race,  
   ethnicity or spirituality,  
no matter your own self-image of  
   holiness or virtue, 
You are welcome here. 
You are invited, accepted and respected  
  at Saint Mary of the Bay. 
We hope to share our Roman Catholic  
   way of faith and life in Christ with you! 

 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday at 4:00 p.m.   
Sunday at 8am and 10:30 a.m.   

 
Monday through Friday at 8am  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

(Confession) 
 

Saturday at 3pm 
 

Please note that confessions are heard in the 
Reconciliation Chapel at the rear of the church. 
Masks are required and confessions are heard 

only through the screen. After each confession, all 
surfaces are sanitized. 

 
New Parishioners 

 
New to our community? Visit our 

parish website to register or call the 
parish office. Welcome! 

Congratulations, Dylan Thomas! 

Reborn of Water and the Holy Spirit on August 2, 2020 



 

August 16, 2020 
Envelopes $2,228.00 
Loose                    $   516.00                
Online       $1,957.00 
Total                   $4,701.00 

 

Number of envelopes:89    
              Avg. Envelope: $25.03   

       Number of online users:39    
Avg. online: $50.18 

 

 

Thank you  for your  generosity! 

Parish Offertory 

 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Saturday August 22 
4:00  In memory of Roger Laforge 
   Requested by Family 
Sunday August 23 
8:00  In memory of Rev. Matthew J. Strumski 
   1 yr. Anniversary & Birthday Remembrance 
   Requested by Family  
 

10:30  In memory of Cornelius Hoffma and 
     Robert  Sheppard, Jr. 
   Requested by the Hoffma Family 
Monday August 24 
8:00  In memory of Cornelius Hoffma   
   Requested by his Wife and Daughter 
Tuesday August 25 
 8:00  For the Intensions of All Parishioners 
 

Wednesday August 26  
8:00  In memory of Richard Mello 
   Requested by his Wife 
 

Thursday August 27 
8:00  In memory of Robert Sheppard, Jr.,  
   5th Anniversary Remembrance 
   Requested by Hoffma Family 
Friday August 28 
8:00  In memory of Madeline Soares,  
   Months Mind, Requested by the Family 

 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Saturday August 29 
4:00  In memory of Nicoletla Morris 
   Requested by the Family 
 

Sunday August 30 
8:00  For the Intensions of All Parishioners 
 
10:30  In memory of the Fiyod Family 
   Requested by Barbara Smith 

Mass Intentions Padre’s Ponderings 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
My daily New York Times morning briefing today (Monday) is 
cautiously optimistic about the current health crisis. It appears that 
we may be reaching herd immunity faster than what was first 
projected. And apparently, there are some new studies showing 
encouraging signs of strong, lasting immunity, even among those 
who had only mild coronavirus symptoms. As I hear the fears of 
parents and teachers regarding a return to school, I can only 
pledge my prayerful support and encouragement to those who 
have to make difficult decisions. People in other fields, too, 
remain concerned or even fearful. It’s good to hear at least some 
cautiously optimistic news. As for us, we haven’t let our guard 
down, and we continue to keep our worship space sanitized. 
Masks are required and we are in compliance with current 
diocesan protocols. St. Mary’s is a safe place to be, so feel free to 
join us if you haven’t already. It’s been wonderful to see our 
numbers increasing (although we have not yet reached capacity at 
any of our Masses) and our regular ministries (greeting, reading, 
serving) resume.  
 
In other news, I was honored to be able to preside over the 
renewal of wedding vows of two of our longtime parishioners, 
Bob and Sue Martell, at the 4pm Mass a few weeks back. Bob 
and Sue were married fifty years ago at St. Jean’s. 
Congratulations, Bob and Sue, and thank you for sharing that very 
special moment with your parish family. 
 
A few weeks back I was also able to celebrate my first baptism at 
St. Mary of the Bay! Welcome to the family of God, Dylan 
Thomas Tvrdik! Dylan was a great spor t. It was great to have 
so many of Dylan’s family with us for the celebration and it was 
particularly moving to see his great-great aunt Mary Liz Connor, a 
lifelong member of our parish, pass on the light of faith to little 
Dylan! In my breviary (the daily prayer book of priests, deacons 
and religious), I keep a list of every child I have ever baptized and 
remember them in prayer every day. Dylan was my 89th baptism! 
I’m looking forward to reaching and surpassing 100 during my 
tenure here! There was a time when a newly ordained priest 
would average 10 baptisms a month. I’ve barely averaged 10 a 
year. Continue to pray for a renewal in our parish community and 
beyond. The mission field is wide, and opportunity is abundant! 
 
Over the last few weeks, I’ve also had the honor of celebrating 
First Communion and Confirmation with the younger  
members of our parish. Please keep these young people and their 
families in your prayers. I hope and pray that they will continue to 
see our parish as their home and will continue to enrich our 
community with their presence and participation. I am also 
grateful to Carolyn Mello Pryor and our dedicated catechists for 
all their hard work. This coming year, things will be different 
from what we’re used to, but I know that our dedicated volunteers 
will rise to the challenge! 
 
In another part of today’s bulletin, you’ll find an important 
announcement regarding the restructuring of our parish staff.  
There is no doubt that some of the decisions I had to make were 
the hardest of my priesthood. I am exceedingly grateful to Bill 
Estrella, Theresa DeRiso, Gary Furtado and the members of our 
parish Finance Council for their guidance and input. I am 
confident that as difficult as these decisions were, they were truly 
made in the best interests of our parish and will ensure our future 
growth. 
 
Until next week, 
 
  

RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 

As we continue to grow comfortable with our new 
communion pattern, please know that if you are 
not comfortable walking the length of the church, 
Deacon John or Fr. Joe will gladly bring commun-
ion to you at your seat. Just check in with either of 
them or one of our greeters before Mass begins. 

Also, for all who come forward to receive communion, please 
note that masks should be worn until you reach the communion 
station. When you get to the station, please remove your mask, 
receive communion, consume the host, then replace your mask 
before returning to your seat. Communion should never be 
brought back to you seat for consumption. Thank you for your 
understanding.  



Devoted to aiding those in need, especially those  
in the Parish and, if need arises, to others in the 
local community. The Outreach members try to 

assist all,  
without regard for race, color, class or creed.  
For more information call: 245-7000x13. 

Out Reach Ministry 

Please Consider Online-Giving Using WeShare! 
Our parish is grateful for your continued support 

at this time.  
What is WeShare? 

We Share is an online giving management system, 
which allows our parishioners to manage their 

donations to our parish efficiently, effectively, and securely. It is 
an automated means for our parishioners to support us financially 
through one-time or recurring contributions, as well as a tool to 
manage all their transactions (special event tickets, fundraising 
collections, etc.). 
    https://www.stmaryofthebay.org/Online-giving--WeShare- 

Thank you! 

Your Neighbors Need You!  St. Mary of the Bay Blood Drive 
            Thursday, September  10th 
        3pm-7pm Parish Hall 
 

Be part of our life saving mission by donating blood.. Choose 
how you want to get involved. 
Traditionally, donating blood means giving one pint of whole 
blood that can be used to help up to three people. With state of the 
art technology that is safe and comfortable, you can also give just 
the component of blood (red cells, platelets, or plasma) that pa-
tients need the most based on your specific blood type! Each time, 
no matter what the donation, you give someone else a second 
chance at life. You can help save as much as three lives.  
There is a significant threat to the blood supply due to the lack of 
blood drives. They do NOT test for COVID-19. Please contact 
your health care provider if you want to be tested. 
 

Call and make an appointment for  
St. Mary of the Bay Blood Drive now!  

Email: customerservice@ribc.org     Phone: 401-453-8383 

 

 

 

 

We have been working on developing a program for the 
upcoming school year that we believe will be workable for 
busy families.  Instead of "Religious Education" we are 
referring to our program now as "Faith Formation."  It's a 
working title, but we hope that it better conveys what we are 
really aiming to achieve: a holistic formation in faith, in the 
community of the church. We are now accepting 
registrations for Faith Formation. It’s time to make church 
matter again! Our program will focus on the weekend Mass 
and provide “at-home” and online resources for families, no 
red-tape or hoop-jumping. Hopefully we will be able to add 
“in-person” components as the situation permits. Please 
visit our website, stmaryofthebay.org.  

All are welcome!  

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 

Our clients are welcome to visit  
our pantry once a week.  

 

Pantry Hours:  Tuesdays from 3 pm to 5 pm 
                          Wednesdays from 9 am to 11 am 
Contact us:      401-245-7000 ext. 19 
                          St. Mary of the Bay Food Pantry 

                            PO Box 524 
                            Warren  RI  02885 
 

Senior Box Program:  The Senior Box Program allows us to 
provide additional help to seniors in need of food.  Senior boxes 
are available on the 1st, 2nd or 3rd week of the month.  If you 
cannot pick up your box, please let us know. 
Please speak with one of the pantry volunteers for more infor-
mation to register for the Senior Box Program. 
 

Monetary Donations:  Monetary donations for our ministry can 
be dropped off at the church or mailed to the pantry at the above 
address.  Please note on the check that it is for the Food Pantry.  

We are working hard to ensure the cleanliness and safety of our 
worship space. We want people to feel safe to return to Mass. 
There are already many effectives measures in place (such as the 
closure of certain pews, the sanitizing of the church after each 
service, etc.). When you enter the church, please use the hand 
sanitizer provided at the entrances. And please remember that, 
unless you have a serious health condition which prevents the use 
of one, all who enter the church must be masked. Even if you do 
not consider yourself vulnerable, even if you are not concerned 
about contracting COVID, the people near you and around you 
need to feel that they are safe. Thank you for your cooperation 
and understanding. 

COVID ETIQUETTE 

Congratulations to all our young parishioners who received 
their First Holy Communion on Saturday, August 15.  We 
hope that they will continue to receive the Eucharist with joy 
throughout their lives! 

 

Morgan Almeida 
Lyla Blais 

Shawn Creighton 
Sophia Crowell 

Cole Estrella 
Skylar Juckett 

Avery Lima 
Paisley Massed 

Savannah Massed 
Matthew Mello 
Rowan Smith 
Raegan Sousa 
Rachel Sylvia 
Myra Viveiros 



Saint Mary of the Bay Parish Staff Restructuring  
and the Reallocation of Resources 

  
I have often said, since assuming the reins at St. Mary of the Bay, that the COVID crisis has changed 
everything. It has forced us to reassess our priorities, to cut back where necessary, and to reallocate 
resources toward the growth rather than the maintenance of our parish. To achieve those ends, after 
consultation with both the parish trustees and the parish finance council, I made the very difficult decision to 
restructure our parish staff. 
  
The prospect of a shortfall from fundraising income and a decrease in ordinary offertory income (both the 
result of COVID), in part, necessitated a restructuring. Some positions were eliminated outright, some full-
time positions were transitioned to “fee-for-service” roles, and new positions were created. Every position 
was carefully evaluated and the determination was made that, at least for the time being and given the 
uncertainty of the present health crisis, we would shift to a more manageable staff structure. 
  
I would like to thank Jean Oliver and Carol Silvia for their service to our parish and wish them well in their 
future endeavors. A special word of thanks to Sandra Rainone, who served for several years as Finance 
Manager, and Sheila Zuccarello, who served as Choir Director. Neither Sandra nor Sheila have 
elected to remain on staff. Sandra worked very closely with Fr. Doug to help our parish reach a place of 
financial security and transparency. And there is no doubt that Sheila is truly one of the most talented 
musicians I have ever worked with. She has made an indelible mark on this community with her gifts and 
helped us, week-in and week-out, to raise our hearts and minds to God through song. There is no doubt that 
she will be greatly missed by many. I wish both Sandra and Sheila the very best in their future endeavors. 
  
I am also grateful to Carolyn Mello Pryor, our Coordinator of Faith Formation, for the very hard work 
that she is accomplishing with fewer resources. We are blessed to have her and Deacon John on our team. 
And while we are sad to see Jan Francis moving on to other opportunities, Rob Whitaker has already 
proven to be an invaluable asset to our parish staff. And words will not suffice to express my appreciation 
to Phil Beulieu for the countless things he does and will continue to do for our parish on a daily basis. I 
hope to announce those who will fill the new positions of Bookkeeper and Music Minister by next week. 
We are also instituting a new position, Director of Digital Communications, as I indicated in the bulletin 
a few weeks back. 
  
Two additional comments are in order. Firstly, we should all be comforted to know that, due to your 
generosity and the strong work of Fr. Doug and Sandy, our parish is in sound financial condition, despite the 
anticipated loss of income due to COVID-19. We are completing a successful capital campaign and our 
regular donors continue to support our parish. However, my philosophy, as well that of the trustees and 
finance council, is that a budget is not merely a financial statement. It is a statement of priorities. And as I 
have already indicated, priorities need to be reevaluated in anticipation of a post-COVID church. Parishes 
will have to undergo structural reforms if they are going to more effectively serve our principal mission which 
is the preaching of the gospel. We need to begin to look outward and spend our resources in reaching those 
members of our local community who have not traditionally been served by the models we have become so 
comfortable with. The present staff restructuring has not been undertaken because our parish can’t grow but 
precisely because we are now poised to grow into an even more vibrant and active community. 
  
Lastly, words cannot express my gratitude to those who continue to support our parish financially. Working 
with very knowledgeable and dedicated trustees and parish finance council members, I am committed to 
acting as a prudent steward of your generosity. I want you to be confident in pledging your ongoing financial 
support to our parish community. I am especially grateful to those who, throughout the COVID crisis, have 
continued to make their weekly offering, many of whom are not even able to be with us to worship in person. 
And to those who have found themselves in a position to have to withhold or reduce their weekly offering, 
please know that your spiritual support remains invaluable. 
  
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to me directly by 
phone (401-245-7000, ext. 11) or by email (fatherupton@gmail.com). 
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WARREN 
MonuMent Co.

Serving Rhode Island Since 1882

55 Railroad Avenue
Warren, RI 02885

(401) 245-9194
Evenings: (401) 439-2637

10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD

Staton’S 
LandScaping inc.

Landscape Design, Planting & Maintenance
Masonry Walks, Patios & Walls, Lawn 

Fertilization, Weed Control Programs including 
Organic Tree Service

Charles Staton, Jr.
URI Grad, RI Certified Horticulturist, 
Licensed Arborist, RI Tree Steward

www.statonslandscaping.com
Warren, RI 401-247-2227253-7040  

RENOVATIONS AND
HISTORIC RESTORATION 

James P. Tavares

   Construction

401

 Crate Escape
 Pet Care & Training

 We Offer Dog Walking
 Pet Sitting & Training
 Doggie Daycamp
 Puppy Kindergarten
 15 Gooding Ave., Bristol RI

 401-441-4560
Www.crateescape.org

JOY Coaching & Organizing
Life Coaching

Business Coaching
Space Organizing

Organizational Coaching for 
Individuals, Students, Businesses
OFFICES IN E. PROVIDENCE & BRISTOL

Contact Dee Eddy

401.457.5018 | 800.338.5315
www.joycoorg.com

Robin Ungaro • rungaro@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6447
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Smith Funeral & Memorial Services
  8 Schoolhouse Road
  Warren, RI 02885
  Phone: 401-245-4999
 www.wjsmithfh.com
 Directors: Catherine A. Tattrie Lic. #1109

   Robert Connor Lic. #1119 • Raymond Romano Lic. #1073

Saint Elizabeth Manor 

– The Rehab Center

– Memory Care 

– Long Term Care 

Call 401-253-2300

The Cove:  
Skilled Nursing  

Short-Term Rehabilitation
The Willows:  

Assisted Living • Adult Day 

Barker Ave., Warren • 401-245-9100 • www.GraceBarkerHealth.com

“When you care about the care” 

®

Design
Copy
Print

Bulk Mail
Tim & Fran Pray

401-247-2188

Tap Printing, Inc.
628 Metacom Avenue

Warren, RI 02885

$30.00 OFF ANY REPAIR OVER $100.00

Taxes not included  (cannot be combined with any other offer or discount)

Malik Liquors 

“Where prices are born...
Not RAISED!!!”

Jan & Mary Malik

254 Market Street
Warren, RI 02885

(401) 247-1733

Servicing the East Bay
for over 30 years.

H&R BLOCK
Three Locations in Bristol & Warren

401-253-1179

Remy’s
Plumbing & Heating

Deep and Shallow Wells
Gould Pumps
DEALER IN 

Plumbing & Water Systems
168 Franklin Street, Warren

401-245-1177

JOHNSON’S ROADSIDE 
FARM MARKET

Home-Grown Quality Fruits & Vegetables 
From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods

445 Market St. (Rt. 136)
N. Swansea, MA

(508) 379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com

DAVID J. LOREN
Electrician

Residential & Commercial

 401-633-4048
 “No job too small”
 Parishioner

RI-003667A 
MA-21617A • NH-13307M


