


Dear Parishioners, 
 
We have entered “Passiontide,” the last two weeks of Lent, which 
invite deeper reflection on the suffering and death of Jesus. In times 
past (and still in some places), crosses and sacred images would be 
covered as a sign of our desire to remove all distractions and focus 
more intently on the self-sacrificial love of Jesus. Scholars of the 
liturgy point out that in some places, as early as the 10th century, 
the entire altar was obscured from view with a Fasting Veil 
(“Hungercloth”) throughout the season of Lent! The symbolism is 
potent. It not only invites anticipation for celebration of Easter, but 
reminds us that what is veiled is not meant to be veiled forever! As 
Christians, we live in a state of constant tension. We live in the 
world but are not of it; we walk by faith, not by sight. Christ’s 
promises have been made and while they already indeed realized, 
they are not yet completely fulfilled.  Nonetheless, I pray that these 
remaining days of Lent are spent in prayerful consideration of the 
sacrifice of the cross. 
 
A few notes about Holy Week:  
 
 Yes, we will have palms this year! We are excited to welcome 

the return of the sacred tradition of blessing and distributing 
palms in commemoration of Christ’s triumphal entry into his 
holy city.  

 After the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, the 
Blessed Sacrament will remain in a special repository (the 
narthex of the church) until midnight. As our celebration 
concludes, we will sing together the haunting words of Christ 
from the gospel in the style of the Taize community in France: 
“Stay with me...remain here with me...watch and pray…” Please 
consider spending some time with the Lord on Holy Thursday 
evening, even returning at some point later in the evening to 
watch and pray with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 

 I spoke last weekend about the importance of making every 
effort to attend the Triduum liturgies, especially the Easter 
Vigil on Holy Saturday at 8pm. Brian Helge describes our 
gathering at the most solemn of all celebrations using imagery 
from Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings. Treebeard, a talking tree, after 
meeting a pair of hobbits, explains why he will not reveal his 
name to them right away: “my name is like a story. Real names 
tell you the story of the things they belong to in my language...It 
is a lovely language, but it takes a very long time to say anything 
in it,  because we do not say anything in it, unless it is worth 
taking a long time to say, and to listen to.” The Easter Vigil is the 
annual reminder to believers of the meaning of our name, 
“Christian.” Helge observes: “Our name is a very long story—of 
how we were made, of how God chose us from among all 
peoples, of how God liberated us from bondage, of how God 
planted us in the promised land, of how, in these last times, God 
has given the story a new twist, given our name meaning in the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus.” And we will hear that 
story told in our proper language: the language of ritual and 
prayerful gesture; the language of scripture, prayer, poetry and 
symbol. At the Easter Vigil, we take the time to say our name 
aloud again—and thus hear our story as Christians retold—
because it is a name worth taking the time to say and to listen 
to. Please make the effort to join us. 

 
I hope that you’ll take advantage of the last of our Lenten series, 
“Word and Worship Wednesdays.” We have had an outstanding 
response to these offerings, and hope that we can keep the 
momentum going as we approach Holy Week. This coming 
Wednesday at 7pm, I’ll offer a reflection on redemptive suffering: 
“Can Pain Have Meaning?” Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction 
will be included, and a visiting priest will be available for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. All are welcome! 
 
And don’t forget that this coming Sunday, March 28, is the next 
gathering of ENGAGE, for middle and high-school students. Our 
young adults are planning a great evening of community, discussion, 
prayer and service. Help us get the word out! There’s no better way 
for our young people to enter into Holy Week than by joining us on 
for ENGAGE! 
 
Until next week, 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 
Saturday, March 20 

4pm: Jim Sullivan 
Requested by Peggy Sullivan 

 
Sunday, March 21 

8am: Ann McGinn 
Requested by family 

10:30am: Helen Hawkinson 
Requested by Sean & Laura Buckley 

6pm: For all parishioners 
 
Monday, March 22 

8am: Barbara Brochu 
Requested by Gregory & Alice Krawczyk 

 
Wednesday, March 24 

8am: Helen Hawkinson 
Requested by the SMB Women’s Guild 

 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

 
Saturday, March 27 

4pm Roger Laforge 
Requested by family 

 
Sunday, March 28 

8am: For all parishioners 
10:30am: Jason & Marianna Massed 

Requested by family 
6pm: Dorothy A. Longo, 4th ann. remembrance 

Requested by Barbara Longo Ferreira 

Weekend of March 13 & 14, 2021 

 

Budget Envelopes: $2,492.00 Loose: $1,164.00 
Online: $747.00 

(Average Online Gift: $62.78 Number of Users: 56) 

Total: $4,403.00 

 

Easter Flowers: $1,231.00 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 



This week Father Joe will offer a reflection on redemptive 
suffering: “Can Pain Have Meaning?” The night will also 
include Eucharistic Adoration and the opportunity for 
individual Confession with a visiting priest. We hope you’ll 
join us and bring a friend along! 

Throughout the season of Lent, the church will remain 
open from 7:30am to 3pm from Monday through Friday 
for private prayer and devotion. The church will also be 
open all day each Sunday until after the 6pm Mass. Please 
stop in to make a visit to the Blessed Sacrament! 

As we enter into Passiontide—a time set aside for deeper 
reflection on the suffering and death of Jesus—spend a few 
moments prayerfully reading and reflecting on the poem 
below, “From the Dark Tower,” by Countee Cullen.  
 
Cullen was a Black poet who sought to address racial 
injustice through his poetry. He authored many works, 
including a collection of poems, The Black Christ (1929), 
which likened the plight of Black Americans to the suffering 
of Christ. While the poem below alludes to the racism that 
prevented Black people from benefiting from the fruits of 
their labor, and to Cullen’s hope that one day, racism and 
racial inequality would be overcome, he shows himself a 
deeply committed Christian who understood that true hope 
is found only in the dying and rising of Jesus.   
 
Some lines of this poem could also be applied to the mystery 
of Christ’s passion. Christ entered into the darkness of the 
night of suffering and death to show us that it is precisely the 
night that makes the stars more visible. As Christ laid in the 
darkness of death in the cold tomb, his followers hid bleeding 
hearts, and waited in faith, tending the agonizing seeds of 
grief and loss until he came forth. By Christ’s entering into 
the mournful reality of suffering and death, he teaches his 
followers—especially those who are victims of oppression 
and injustice—that they are not made to eternally weep.  
During this Passiontide, may we recognize more readily the 
Christ who continues to suffer in the victimized, oppressed 
and marginalized. 
 

From the Dark Tower 
Countee Cullen (1903-1946) 
 
We shall not always plant while others reap 
The golden increment of bursting fruit, 
Not always countenance, abject and mute, 
That lesser men should hold their brothers cheap; 
Not everlastingly while others sleep 
Shall we beguile their limbs with mellow flute, 
Not always bend to some more subtle brute; 
We were not made to eternally weep. 
 
The night whose sable breast relieves the stark, 
White stars is no less lovely being dark, 
And there are buds that cannot bloom at all 
In light, but crumple, piteous, and fall; 
So in the dark we hide the heart that bleeds, 
And wait, and tend our agonizing seeds. 



April 1, 2021 - Maundy Thursday 
7pm: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

The Chapel of Reservation will remain open until 
midnight for private prayer and devotion 

(No 8am morning Mass) 

 
April 2, 2021 - Good Friday 
3pm: Stations of the Cross 

7pm: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
(No 8am morning Mass) 

 
April 3, 2021 - Holy Saturday 

8pm: Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 
(No Confessions, No 4pm Mass) 

 
Please mark your calendars now and plan on joining us for 
the Paschal Triduum. These are the three most sacred 
days of the year for Christians, and the celebrations on 
each day almost form a single, continuous liturgy. The 
Easter Vigil in the Holy Night is the most solemn 
celebration of the entire liturgical year. People are often 
willing to stay up late for a Mass at night on Christmas 
Eve, but are less willing to come to the Easter Vigil! We 
strongly urge you to plan on participating this year. It will 
be the culmination of our parish observance of Lent and 
shouldn’t be missed except for a serious reason. We will 
open the Easter Vigil with these words: “Dear brothers 
and sisters, on this most sacred night, in which our Lord 
Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, the Church 
calls upon her sons and daughters, scattered throughout 
the world, to come together to watch and pray.” May we 
heed that invitation of the Church and gather together as 
one community of faith to mark the most sacred of nights 
and the central mystery of our salvation.  

SPRING CLEANING?  
THINK OF SMB! 

 

We have exciting news! 
 
We are excited to announce that in the 
Fall, we will introduce a weekly story 
time for 3-5 year olds here at SMB! 
 
If you feel the need to clean out the toy 
room, we are looking for some specific 
donations of gently used items: 
 

-Preschool wooden puzzles 
-Preschool hand-on learning toys 
-Preschool storybooks 

 
On weekends, you can leave items in a 
designated container near the main 
entrance. During the week, you can drop 
off items at the parish office during 
regular hours.  
 
Thank you for helping to make our 
children’s ministries grow! 
 
For more information, contact Milly 
Grieve, Coordinator of SMB Children’s 
Ministries by email at 
millygrieve@yahoo.com or by phone at 
401-245-7000.  
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WARREN 
MonuMent Co.

Serving Rhode Island Since 1882

55 Railroad Avenue
Warren, RI 02885

(401) 245-9194
Evenings: (401) 439-2637

10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD

Staton’S 
LandScaping inc.

Landscape Design, Planting & Maintenance
Masonry Walks, Patios & Walls, Lawn 

Fertilization, Weed Control Programs including 
Organic Tree Service

Charles Staton, Jr.
URI Grad, RI Certified Horticulturist, 
Licensed Arborist, RI Tree Steward

www.statonslandscaping.com
Warren, RI 401-247-2227253-7040  

RENOVATIONS AND
HISTORIC RESTORATION 

James P. Tavares

   Construction

401

 Crate Escape
 Pet Care & Training

 We Offer Dog Walking
 Pet Sitting & Training
 Doggie Daycamp
 Puppy Kindergarten
 15 Gooding Ave., Bristol RI

 401-441-4560
Www.crateescape.org

Lisa Elliott • lelliott@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6284 
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Smith Funeral & Memorial Services
  8 Schoolhouse Road
  Warren, RI 02885
  Phone: 401-245-4999
 www.wjsmithfh.com
 Directors: Catherine A. Tattrie Lic. #1109

   Robert Connor Lic. #1119 • Raymond Romano Lic. #1073

The Cove:  
Skilled Nursing  

Short-Term Rehabilitation
The Willows:  

Assisted Living • Adult Day 

Barker Ave., Warren • 401-245-9100 • www.GraceBarkerHealth.com

“When you care about the care” 

®

Design
Copy
Print

Bulk Mail
Tim & Fran Pray

401-247-2188

Tap Printing, Inc.
628 Metacom Avenue

Warren, RI 02885

Malik Liquors 

“Where prices are born...
Not RAISED!!!”

Jan & Mary Malik

254 Market Street
Warren, RI 02885

(401) 247-1733

Remy’s
Plumbing & Heating

Deep and Shallow Wells
Gould Pumps
DEALER IN 

Plumbing & Water Systems
168 Franklin Street, Warren

401-245-1177

JOHNSON’S ROADSIDE 
FARM MARKET

Home-Grown Quality Fruits & Vegetables 
From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods

445 Market St. (Rt. 136)
N. Swansea, MA

(508) 379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com

DAVID J. LOREN
Electrician

Residential & Commercial

 401-633-4048
 “No job too small”
 Parishioner

RI-003667A 
MA-21617A • NH-13307M


