
Welcome to Saint Mary of the Bay 
No matter what your present status is in the Catholic Church, no matter your current family or marital 
status, no matter your personal history, age, income, background, gender, race, ethnicity or spirituality, no 
matter your own self-image of holiness or virtue, you are welcome here! You are invited, accepted and 
respected at Saint Mary of the Bay. We hope to share our Roman Catholic way of faith and life in Christ 
with you! 

Parish Staff 
Father Joseph Upton, Pastor  
Deacon John Pryor, Deacon Assistant 
Anne-Marie Ring, Office Manager  
Philip Beaulieu, Cemeteries Manager 
Carolyn Mello Pryor, Faith Formation 
Victoria Costa, Music Minister 
Rob Whitaker, Facilities & Grounds 
 

Contact 
Phone:401.245.7000 
Fax: 401.289.0955 
Email: stmary02885@gmail.com 
Web: stmaryofthebay.org 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram: 
     @warrencatholic 
 

Parish Office 

645 Main Street 
Warren, RI 02885 
Mondays-Thursdays 9am-12nn 
 

New Members 
If you are new to our parish, please take a 
moment to register through our parish 
website or by phone. Welcome! 

Mass Schedule 
Monday through Friday at 8am 
Saturday at 4pm 
Sunday at 8am & 10:30am 
Sabbath@Sundown Sunday evening  
     Mass at 6pm 
 

Confessions 
Confessions are heard in the 
Reconciliation Chapel at the rear of the 
church on Saturdays at 3pm or anytime 
by appointment. Please note that the 
chapel accommodates both anonymous 
and face-to-face confessions. 
 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are typically celebrated at one 
Sunday Mass per month. Please contact 
Deacon John Pryor at 401.245.7000, 
extension 14, for more information. 
Private baptisms may also be arranged. 
 

Weddings 
Please call the parish office to discuss 
wedding preparations at least one year in 
advance of the intended date. 
 

SMB Mountain Movers 
Milly Grieve, Coordinator of Children’s  
     Ministries 
Email: smbmountainmovers@gmail.com 
 

SMB Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry operates out of the 
lower church hall and is open on 
Tuesdays from 3pm to 5pm and on 
Wednesdays from 9am to 11am.  
Wendy Baker, Director 
Phone: 401.245.7000, ext. 19 
Email: smbfoodpantry@gmail.com 
 

Parish Outreach 

Parishioners and members of the local 
community in need should contact the 
rectory for assistance. 
Phone: 401.245.7000, ext. 13 
 

St. Gabriel’s Call 
St. Gabriel’s Call provides emotional and 
practical support to families in need, 
including diapers, baby clothing and 
much more. 
Barbara Fisher, Coordinator 
Phone: 401.245.7000, ext. 20 



Third Week of Advent 
 
Saturday, December 11 

4pm: Daniel & Marie Rogers and Alfred & 
Margaret Delfino 

Requested by the family 
 
Sunday, December 12 

8am: For all parishioners 
10:30am: Virginia Cavallero 

Requested by Cecilia Nadales 
6pm: Donald Fitting 

Requested by Barbara Fitting and family 
 
Friday, December 17 

8am: Antonette Witt, 9th anniversary 
Requested by family 

 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
Saturday, December 18 

4pm: Etta, Frank, Billy, Guy and Joey Francis 
Requested by family 

 
Sunday, December 19 

8am: For all parishioners 
10:30am: Helen Hawkinson 

Requested by Christine Hawkinson 
6pm: Manuel & Letitia Germano 

Requested by Olivia Germano 

Weekend of December 4 & 5, 2021 
 

Budget Envelopes: $3,859.00 Loose: $1,671.00 
Online: $3,930.52 

(Average Online Gift: $63.40 Number of Users: 62) 

 

Total: $9,460.52 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
It’s hard to believe that Christmas is right around the corner! 
A few practical notes: 
 
 We had a great crowd for Theology Uncorked this past 

Tuesday. We discussed how the Gospel of Saint John 
might be better understood through the Old Testament. 
These gatherings have proven to be informative and 
enjoyable. Many thanks to Jo-Ann and Marilyn for 
preparing the food and to all those who helped set up and 
clean up. Mark your calendars and plan on joining us for 
the next installment on Tuesday, January 4, 2022 at 
6:30pm. 

 Please join us next Sunday, December 19, at 2pm for our 
living nativity, “Come to the Stable.” Joy Jennings and 
her cast have worked so hard to recreate the Christmas 
story for us and I cannot think of a better way to prepare 
our hearts and minds to celebrate Christmas than a living 
nativity!  

 Take note of our Christmas Mass schedule and help us 
spread the word! All Masses will be held in the upper 
church this year. 

 This coming Thursday will be a special day for our Little 
Bookworms! Santa himself will be making a visit to our 
community storytime! Many thanks to Milly for 
arranging his visit. If you have a 3-5 year old or if you 
know of any family that does, know that Little 
Bookworms meets every week in the lower church hall at 
10am. Please note that this coming Thursday will be the 
last gathering of the calendar year, and community 
storytime will resume on Thursday, January 6, 2022. 

 Speaking of children’s programming, Mountain Movers 
will meet next weekend for the last time this calendar 
year. Church for kids will resume at the 10:30am Mass on 
Sunday, January 9, 2022. Many thanks to Milly and her 
team for providing engaging, quality programming for 
our littles every week. Their time off is well-deserved! 

 Many thanks to all those who participated in the 2021 
Giving Tree. We hope to have a report on the gifts 
received in the coming weeks. Once again, our 
community has outdone itself in generosity. 

 And speaking of generosity, I am asking everyone to 
consider making an end-of-year gift to Saint Mary of the 
Bay. As much as we desire to a return to normalcy, the 
truth is that we are still struggling with the uncertainty of 
new variants of COVID-19 and all the attendant 
economic uncertainty of an ongoing global health crisis. 
We have been blessed by the constant support of our 
parishioners and friends in the community, which has 
secured our crucial ministries, programs and services. 
Thank you for your kindness. But like so many other non-
profits, we’re asking during this season of giving for a 
special, one-time gift to help us enter the new calendar 
year on solid financial footing. Last year’s appeal 
exceeded our expectations and allowed us to meet the 
challenges of a new year with confidence. I hope this year 
will be no different. If you did not receive a mailing from 
me regarding the end-of-year appeal, please visit our 
website to make your gift. And be assured of our 
gratitude for your goodness. 

 
Lastly, it is good to be back among the living after being under 
the weather. I am grateful to the priests who covered the 
Masses, but most especially to our amazing team of staff and 
volunteers who kept the ship afloat while I took some time to 
get better. The past few weeks have taught me that parish 
leadership is a team sport, and we have an excellent team 
here at SMB! I am truly grateful! 
 
Until next week, 



The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the week of 
December 12 in loving memory of: 

 

Donat Fournier 
 

at the request of daughters Theresa & Mary Jane. 
 

If you would like to request that the sanctuary lamp 
burn in honor of a deceased loved one or for a special 

intention, please call the parish office. 

For the month of December, Stop & 
Shop in Bristol has selected our Food 
Pantry to receive a $1 donation for 
every $10.99 Bloomin' 4 Good 
Bouquet.  Now's the time to get the 

flowers for your holiday tables and hostess gifts! 
-Wendy Baker 

As we turn to the darker days of December, I’m recalling a 
chapter in my life when I worked as a church organist. I 
have many vibrant memories of directing choirs, and 
providing music for weddings and funerals. One of my 
most vivid memories involved the regular, early-morning 
practice times when I would head to a parish church 
where I was employed in Seekonk, Massachusetts.  
 

Every organist needs regular practice, to stay at the top of 
their skill set...and every church organist needs time to 
plan and to organize when no one else is around. I 
designed my practice schedule to arrive at church several 
times a week, by 6 in the morning. Throughout each 
season, the drive from home to church had a special 
feeling of its own, and those pre-dawn mornings of 
December offered up some of the most beautiful skies of 
the year. While driving to the church so early, the winding 
country roads were basically empty, so I had a chance to 
soak in the special color of the sky that I have come to 
know as “Advent Blue.” It’s been said that shade of blue 
just before the break of day is “the gateway to the 
spiritual realm,” and I won’t disagree with that. 
 

Arriving into the empty church parking lot, I’d pull a 
jumble of keys from the pocket of my woolen coat, 
unlocking the doors of the church and entering into a 
deeper darkness inside. The only light available was the 
burning flame from the red sanctuary lamp beside the 
tabernacle. Christ was present, and I was not alone in the 
stillness that pervaded the interior of the church.  
 

I would tread down the side aisle in my snow boots, 
making a soft, shushing sound along the carpeted floor, 
and up the 12 steps to the choir loft itself. I’d switch on the 
lamp by my organ bench, and prepare for a couple of 
hours of practice. This was my time to work out all the 
kinks in the music, and clear out the cobwebs in my voice 
without anyone else present to hear the glaring errors 
that were sure to show up amidst my choice of songs for 
the season.  
 

Those Advent mornings were always cold! I’d unscrew the 
top of my thermos, and take in a hot swig of coffee. Then 
rubbing my hands together, and placing them on the 

coolness of the keyboard, I would begin to practice, 
piercing the silence of the morning with the beauty of 
music and song that defined the start of a new liturgical 
season. 
 

There were many songs that have stood out to me 
through the years that offer inspiration and grace to the 
Advent season, but it was a real “AHA!” moment back in 
1989, when the Jesuit priest, Dan Schutte, wrote an 
exceptional song that really said it all for me, in those 
practice sessions before sunrise, and I would sing the 
refrain like the prayer that it truly was: 
 

“Holy darkness, blessed night, 
Heaven’s answer hidden from our sight. 

As we await you, O God of silence, 
We embrace your holy night.” 

 

Many years have gone by since I worked in music ministry, 
but the lyrics to this particular piece can still ring true for 
all of us at this point in time. Though every December is 
dark and cold, there is a holiness in the hidden presence of 
our God, who is heaven’s answer to all that is unclear and 
unseen. Our Emmanuel, which means “God with us” will 
come to us anew in the miracle of Christmas. Until then, as 
it has been written and sung, “As we await you, O God of 
silence, we embrace your holy night.” May you sense God’s 
presence in the stillness and the silence that is offered to 
us as gift in this waiting time of Advent. 
 

Until next month, 
Joy Jennings 



Please take note of the upcoming January 2022 
events to advance respect for human life: 
 
January 7 through February 6 
 The Missionary Image of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe will be visiting various parishes 
throughout the Diocese of Providence from 
Friday, January 7 through Sunday, February 
6, 2022. The full schedule will be available 
beginning January 3 by contacting 401-278-
2518 or LCooley@dioceseofprovidence.org, 
and by visiting the diocesan website 
at www.dioceseofprovidence.org. 

 
January 15 
 The Annual Respect for Life Mass will be 

celebrated at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 
15, 2022 in the Cathedral of Saints Peter and 
Paul, Providence. Most Rev. Thomas J. Tobin, 
Bishop of Providence, will be the main 
celebrant. The Image of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe will be on the altar for veneration 
during Mass.  

 
January 19-27 
 9 Days for Life: This annual novena for the 

protection of human life is January 19 - 27, 
2022. Sign up here - 9daysforlife.com. 

 
January 20- 22 
 Annual Respect for Life Bus Trip to the March 

for Life in Washington, DC. Advance 
registration required, space is limited, first 
come, first served. Basic Itinerary: 

• Thurs. evening, Jan. 20 - bus leaves RI 
to DC 

• Fri., Jan. 21 - Mass, Rally and March in 
DC 

• Early morning, Sat., Jan. 22 - return to 
RI 

 Please contact 401-278-2518 
or LCooley@dioceseofprovidence.org to 
register and for all details. Groups are 
encouraged to register ASAP. 
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WARREN 
MonuMent Co.

Serving Rhode Island Since 1882

55 Railroad Avenue
Warren, RI 02885

(401) 245-9194
Evenings: (401) 439-2637

10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD

Staton’S 
LandScaping inc.

Landscape Design, Planting & Maintenance
Masonry Walks, Patios & Walls, Lawn 

Fertilization, Weed Control Programs including 
Organic Tree Service

Charles Staton, Jr.
URI Grad, RI Certified Horticulturist, 
Licensed Arborist, RI Tree Steward

www.statonslandscaping.com
Warren, RI 401-247-2227253-7040  

RENOVATIONS AND
HISTORIC RESTORATION 

James P. Tavares

   Construction

401

Lisa Elliott 
lelliott@4LPi.com 

(800) 477-4574 x6284 

Authorized Service Dealer

Gas Installation & Service
Fuel Oil • Propane

Generators

Grills • Patio Heaters
Fireplaces • Inserts

401.253.7781
280 Franklin Street • Bristol, RI

www.sunshinefuelsinc.com

RESIDENTIAL & FLAT ROOFS

401-442-1918
Licensed • Insured 

“Free Estimates”

C. QUINN ROOFING  
& CONSTRUCTION
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The Cove:  
Skilled Nursing  

Short-Term Rehabilitation
The Willows:  

Assisted Living • Adult Day 

Barker Ave., Warren • 401-245-9100 • www.GraceBarkerHealth.com

“When you care about the care” 

®

Design
Copy
Print

Bulk Mail
Tim & Fran Pray

401-247-2188

Tap Printing, Inc.
628 Metacom Avenue

Warren, RI 02885

Malik Liquors 

“Where prices are born...
Not RAISED!!!”

Jan & Mary Malik

254 Market Street
Warren, RI 02885

(401) 247-1733

Remy’s
Plumbing & Heating

Deep and Shallow Wells
Gould Pumps
DEALER IN 

Plumbing & Water Systems
168 Franklin Street, Warren

401-245-1177

JOHNSON’S ROADSIDE 
FARM MARKET

Home-Grown Quality Fruits & Vegetables 
From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods

445 Market St. (Rt. 136)
N. Swansea, MA

(508) 379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com

DAVID J. LOREN
Electrician

Residential & Commercial

 401-633-4048
 “No job too small”
 Parishioner

RI-003667A 
MA-21617A • NH-13307M

Family Business Since 1996 
Carlos Jr.

Storm Damage • Stump Grinding 
Trimming • Removal

401-253-0187 | Cell 573-6814
Senior Citizens Discount
Fully Licensed & Insured

AMERICAN

CALL US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!
TREE WORKS

585 Metacom Avenue, BRISTOL, RI

401-253-9777
f: 401-396-5560

mthopepaint@cox.net
MtHopePaint.com

Hours:
M-F 7:30 - 5:30
Sat: 8 - 4
Sun: Closed

Anthony  Santoro
President

Kenneth Wajda, Owner

50 Main St, Warren, RI
(401) 245-9346

kwautomotive50@gmail.com
RI State Inspections #EB165

  
We Repair ALL Makes & Models

HOWLETT LAW, INC.
PROBATE  FAMILY LAW  ESTATE PLANNING

681 HOPE STREET
BRISTOL, RI 02809

www.HowlettLawOffices.com
401-253-0100

Smith Funeral & Memorial Services
	 	 8	Schoolhouse	Road
  Warren, RI 02885
  Phone: 401-245-4999
 www.wjsmithfh.com
 Directors: Catherine A. Tattrie Lic. #1109

   Raymond Romano Lic. #1073

CALL US TODAY!   
Owners Paul & Lisa Miranda
401-632-6188
paul.miranda@housemaster.com  
housemaster.com

HOUSEMASTER OFFERS:
•  Same-Day Electronic 

Report, Including Images
•  Limited Repair  

Reimbursement 
Guarantee*

Additional Services:
•  New Construction  

Inspections  
•  Radon Screening
•  Wood Destroying  

Insects Inspections


