
The Roman Catholic Community of 

Saint Joseph 
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the Catholic Community of  St. Joseph, are 
committed to follow Jesus Christ. Through the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, we strive to be good 
stewards in our lives. We pray for peace, for-
giveness, and for one another as Christ loves us!

 

 MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
   Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

  Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 
  7:30 pm Vigil (Evening before)            
   and 8:00 am on the Holyday. 

 

 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 3:00–3:30 pm  

or anytime by appointment 
 
 

R.C.I.A. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  

Robert Paulishak, Coordinator 
 

Religious Formation/Catechesis  
 

Parish Sacramental Preparation 
Grades 1 through 8 

 Sundays: 9:15 am – 10:15 am  
 
 

REV. KENNETH  R. KOLIBAS 
PASTOR 

 
 

REV. KEVIN  P. KELLY, CO 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 
 

REV. LAZARO PEREZ 
Chaplain  In Residence  

R.W.J.B. HOSPITAL AT SOMERSET 
 
 

Director of Sacred Music 
David Shirley 

 

Parish Trustees 
Irene Amitrani, James Piccolo 

 
 

Parish Office Manager and 
Bulletin Editor-Webmaster 

 

James Piccolo 
 

Please send articles to: 
E-Mail: parishoffice@sjraritan.org 

 

Parish Website 
stjosephraritan.weconnect.com 

 

Parish Address/Phone/Fax 
16 East Somerset Street 
Raritan, NJ  08869-2102 

 
 

(908) 725-0163 x 10 
FAX—(908) 725-2333 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday 

9:00 am—1:00 pm 
Evening hours by appointment 

Important information about the  
re-opening of the Church 
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Church of St. Joseph 
16 East Somerset Street, Raritan, New Jersey 08869-2102 
Tel: 908- 725-0163 x 10; Fax: (908) 725-2333 
Very Rev. Jeffrey M. Calia, C.O., Administrator 

Restoration of Masses with a Congregation 
June 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

After three months apart, it is a great joy to welcome 
you back to church, and to invite you to join us, in per-
son, for Mass! Many of us have experienced great 
hardship and suffering during this time. We have lost 
loved ones, faced economic uncertainty, and struggled 
with anxiety and isolation. May we now find healing 
together through our expressions of faith. Many of you 
have told us how much you long to participate in the 
Mass and particularly to receive Holy Communion 
again. How appropriate that we make our return on 
the feast of Corpus Christi, the day specially set aside 
to honor the true presence of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
the Eucharist. While this celebration may not take 
quite the form we are accustomed to, may it be every 
bit as joyful, and effective in strengthening our faith 
and trust in Him. 
 

Initial Schedule – Weekend of June 13 & 14 
 

Beginning with the weekend of June 13 & 14 (Corpus 
Christi), Masses will be offered according to the follow-
ing schedule, which is tentative and subject to change 
(For the latest information and schedule updates, visit 
www.raritanoratory.org): 
 

Sat.: 4 pm at St. Joseph Church, Raritan 
 *5 pm at Holy Trinity Church, Bridgewater (LS) 
Sun.: 8 am at St. Ann Church, Raritan 
 9 am at St. Joseph Church 
 10 am (Latin, EF) at the Shrine of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, Raritan (LS) 
 11 am at Holy Trinity Church 
 12 pm (Spanish) at the Shrine (LS) 
 5 pm at St. Ann Church 
 

LS = Livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook by the 
Raritan Oratory for those remaining at home. Videos 
remain available on-demand for those unable to view 
them live. 
*Communion will be available in the parking lot for those 
either uncomfortable or unable to enter the church for 

Mass, at the 5 PM Saturday Mass only. 
 

Daily Masses (beginning Monday, June 15) 
 

Monday 8 am at St. Joseph  12:15 pm at the Shrine  
7 pm at St. Ann 
Tuesday 7 am at St. Ann  12:15 pm at the Shrine  
7 pm at Holy Trinity 
Wednesday 7 am at St. Ann  12:15 pm at the Shrine 
Thursday 7 am at St. Ann  12:15 pm at the Shrine 
Friday  8 am at St. Joseph  12:15 pm at the Shrine   
7 pm at Holy Trinity 
Saturday 9 am at St. Ann (1st Fridays only: 7 pm at St. Ann) 
 

This schedule is likely to change as we learn what 
works and what doesn’t, and as state and diocesan 
guidelines evolve. We are beginning with fewer Masses 
than usual, for several reasons. Reports from other 
places that have reopened earlier lead us to anticipate 
a small turnout at first, as many people are not yet 
comfortable going out in public. In order to safely dis-
tribute Holy Communion, our procedures will make the 
Mass slightly longer, and may require more than one 
priest to assist. Also, we need to be able to disinfect 
the churches in between Masses. This schedule will 
make it possible to do this with a limited amount of 
assistance, if necessary. 
 

Note: All scheduled Mass intentions will be honored, at 
the same location and as closely to the original sched-
uled time as possible. 
 

What to Expect 
 

During this phase of reopening, we anticipate that we 
will be limited to no more than 30% of the capacity of 
our churches. In addition, we must ensure proper phys-
ical distancing between households at all times. Please 
allow extra time, and plan to arrive early. If we reach 
the safe capacity of the church, the entrances will be 
closed. To assist you in maintaining 6-foot distancing, 
some pews will be closed off, and those that are open 
will be marked with tape at 2-foot intervals (this means 
that you might not be able to sit in your usual place). 
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We will also provide tape markings in the aisles, near 
bathrooms, and leading to the Communion stations. 
 

During Mass, you will notice that we are not singing 
hymns, as we have been required to remove the hym-
nals from church for sanitary reasons. There will not be 
an Offertory procession to present the gifts. Also, we 
will continue to omit the Sign of Peace before Com-
munion, and the Chalice will not be offered to the con-
gregation. 
 

Holy Communion will take place after the final bless-
ing. Once the Mass has concluded, the priest and other 
ministers will put on their masks, sanitize their hands, 
and take their places to distribute Communion. Please 
follow the directions of the ushers. Remove your mask 
just before receiving the Host, and then replace it. 
Once you have received, you can proceed to exit the 
church. Out of consideration for the ministers and your 
fellow parishioners, receiving the Host in your hand is 
encouraged. If you require Holy Communion on the 
tongue, please wait until the others have received, and 
then approach the priest for Communion. He will sani-
tize his hands in between each communicant who re-
ceives on the tongue. 
 

Safety Precautions 
 

We have been anticipating and preparing for this reo-
pening for several weeks, because we want to ensure 
that you can come to church confident that the envi-
ronment is as safe as possible. While it is impossible to 
eliminate all risk, we are taking the following 
measures to safeguard the health of everyone who 
enters our churches: 
 

• Thorough cleaning and disinfecting of the church on a 
weekly basis; 
• Sanitizing of pews, bathrooms, door handles, and 
other frequently touched surfaces before and after all 
Masses or other services; 
• Providing hand sanitizer at all entrances and for all 
ministers assisting with Holy Communion and the 
Offertory collection; and 
• Arranging seating, communion lines, etc. to ensure 6-
foot physical distancing. 
In return, we ask that you observe the following pre-
cautions, now familiar to all of us: 
 

• Practicing good hygiene through frequent handwash-
ing and use of hand sanitizer; 
• Observing physical distancing of at least 6 feet from 

those outside your household; and 
 Wearing a face mask or covering over your nose 

and mouth (please bring your own mask). This will 
be required of everyone except the very young, at 
the parents’ discretion. 

 

Reminders 
 

As much as we are looking forward to seeing you all 
again, it is important to remember that if you are feel-
ing unwell, if you think you may have been exposed 
to Covid-19, or if you find yourself in a high-risk cate-
gory for more severe illness from Covid-19, you are 
advised to remain at home and continue to participate 
in the Mass remotely by video, which we will continue 
to offer for the time being. The dispensation from the 
obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days 
remains in effect in the Diocese of Metuchen until fur-
ther notice. 
We are very grateful to all of you who have been able 
to continue your ongoing financial support of your par-
ish, and to all who have contributed to the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal. While a physical collection will be taken 
up during weekend Masses, consider taking advantage 
of Online Giving through our parish websites as a safe 
and convenient alternative. 
 

Conclusion 
 

As we begin our much-anticipated return to church, 
and find our bearings in this new reality, let us all be 
patient with each other. If we are willing to make liber-
al use of common sense, take personal responsibility 
for ourselves and our families, and show respect for 
each other, we will be just fine. This time presents a 
tremendous opportunity for us to offer our larger com-
munity a witness of grace and love that can contribute 
to building up the kingdom and help our local Church 
to grow. May the Lord bless our efforts, and may He 
bless and protect all of you and your families. 
 
In Christ & St. Philip Neri, 
 
 
 
Very Rev. Jeffrey M. Calia, C.O. 
Provost 
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Pray the Rosary for Life 
For all people throughout the world 

Monday, June 15, 2020 
+ Robert Mishak 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Albert Roca 

Tuesday, June 16, 2020 
+ Barbara Bukovecky 
Priest of the Day– Rev. Jorge Rojas, IMC 

Wednesday, June 17, 2020 
+ Marie Studna 
Priest of the Day– Rev. John Rozembajgier 

Thursday, June 18, 2020 
+ Virginia & Joseph Gendler 
Priest of the Day– Rev. Alberto Ruiz, CMF 

Friday, June 19, 2020 
+ Linda May 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Leonard Rusay 

Saturday, June 20, 2020 
Father’s Day Remembrances 
Priest of the Day –  Rev. Richard Rusk 

Sunday, June 21, 2020 
The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Father’s Day Remembrances 
Mass for the People of the Parish 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Thomas Ryan 
+denotes deceased.  
 

Please pray for vocations to the Priesthood for our 
Diocese, and also for Religious Priests, Brothers 
and Sisters.  
 

Fr. Ken will be celebrating Mass privately,  
fulfilling the scheduled Mass intentions. 

Our Parish Prayer List  Please 

Pray for the sick 

Bill Bizub 
Edna Carter 
Jane Chiesa 
Ann Marie Gill 
Arthur & Maryann Gosenski 
Gary Johnson 
Robert J. Kolibas 
Frank Krevis 
Ralph Lombardi  
Clare Obszanski 
Michael Roehrich 
Maryann Skay 
Jack & Mary Sullivan 
Carolyn Yashinski 

Joseph Carter 
Joan Chopay 
Randy Fisher 
Donna Kelly     
Roseanne Kielar 
Jerry Kovac 
Antonia LaCorte 
Francis M. Mishak, Sr. 
Betty Phelan 
Al & Helen Walulik 
Fr. Edward Flanagan 
Fr. John Morley 
Richard Wisniewski 
Michael Velcheck 

Mass Intentions for the Week of June 14, 2020 Candle Intentions for this week 

Sanctuary Candle 
+ Helen & Frank Krachun, Sr. 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
+ Rosario Sinibaldi 
St. Joseph 
+ Antonio Sinibaldi  
Paschal Candle-2020 
In Memory of  Minarovich, Mac Math, 
Peppe Families. 
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THIS SPACE IS

 Bongiovi Funeral Home
416 Bell Avenue, P.O. Box #1, Raritan, NJ 08869

 (908) 725-1887
Over 100 Years of Bongiovi

Family Service to the Community
Anna Louise Bongiovi, CFSP, Mgr/Owner 

NJ Lic. No. 2817

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Joseph, Raritan, NJ 03-0719

Italian Restaurant
705 Route 202 N.
Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807
908-429-1410
Fax: 908-429-3063
Reservations Suggested
www.cafeemilia.com

1067 Hwy 202 North
Branchburg, NJ

(Meadow Plaza)

We Deliver • 908-203-8666

Raritan Agway
Your source for pet, animal, lawn and garden supplies

908-725-9252
77 Thompson Street, Raritan, NJ 08869

Scott Hobbs 
Sales Associate

(908) 658-9000 Office 
(908) 295-9097 Mobile

Scott.Hobbs@CBMoves.com
302 Route 202/206 P.O. Box 446 

Bedminster, NJ 07921
ScottHobbs.CBintouch.com

Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

Bedminster • 2345 Lamington Road, Suite 101 • 908-470-1124
Hillsborough • 1-C New Amwell Road • 908-874-5035

Lebanon • Hunterdon Hills, 1390 Route 22 West • 908-236-9500
Long Valley • 59 East Mill Road, Suite 101 • 908-876-4900

Raritan • 575 Route 28, Suite 2100 • 908-725-1802
Somerset • 2 World’s Fair Drive, Suite 302 • 732-271-7788

Warren • 65 Mountain Blvd. Ext • 732-560-9080

WEEKEND AND EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE.
 www.somersetpeds.com

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

Circle Family

Dental Group

LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?
CIRCLE FAMILY DENTAL GROUP

 Dr. Robert J. Braun, LLC
 575 Rt. 28, Building #3, Suite 3100
 Raritan, NJ 08869

 CALL NOW:
 (908)725-1933
 www.circlefamilydentalgroup.com

LET US 
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE.


