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Masses 

Saturday [anticipated]   4:30 pm 

Sunday     8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am 
Mass Tuesday-Friday in the chapel at 9 am 

Confessions 

Tuesday      7-7:30 pm 

Saturday     3-4 pm 

in the chapel 



From Thoughts on The Cleansing of the Temple 

By Fr. Eric Hollas, OSB 

 
I’m glad I wasn’t there when Jesus cleansed the temple. 

My bias is toward order and courtesy, and the mere 

thought of Jesus upending tables and chasing people 

around makes me wince. 

The Gospel of John chapter 2 suggests it was a chaotic 

scene, and those who were just trying to make an honest 

living must have been a little put out, to say the least.  I 

have sympathy for them, and they had every right to ask 

Jesus why he did what he did.  At least they were polite, 

according to John.  Jesus, on the other hand, comes off 

looking not nice.  In Minnesota, where I live, that’s a 

big no-no. 

It’s a bit of a stretch for me to give Jesus the benefit of 

the doubt, until I consider this.  First off, Jesus wasn’t 

against commerce.  Elsewhere in the gospels he spoke of 

money rather dispassionately.  He paid his bills, and we 

know so from the instance when Peter paid the temple 

tax for the both of them.  So commercial activity in itself 

was not his target. 

This case was different, and it had moral nuance.  It was 

complicated by the fact that the animal-sellers actually 

provided a service to pilgrims who couldn’t pack birds or 

lambs or bullocks in their luggage for the trek to 

Jerusalem.  For their part, the money-changers let 

pilgrims avoid using the Roman coins that would have 

polluted the temple.  Despite these good intentions, 

things had gotten out of hand, and the point Jesus made 

was that commerce had displaced religious experience as 

the primary activity at the temple…. 

As drastic as his actions were, Jesus was not an 

anarchist.  Rather, he hammered away at the spectacle 

of a commercial complex that had overwhelmed what 

should have been a sacred space.  And this is a critique 

that Jesus levels at us.  By extension Jesus takes to task 

anyone and everyone who would transform religious 

experience into a display of power or manipulation of 

others.  Not coincidentally, that dovetails with his 

concern with religious officials who load people down 

with burdens from which they exempt themselves.  Such 

hypocrisy has nothing to do with the search for God. 

What Jesus did that day was a one-off in terms of the 

events of his life, but its symbolic value continues to 

echo.  In our own lives the spiritual quest can never be 

reduced to some sort of commercial activity.  In practice 

this means there’s never a time when we can reduce our 

relationship with God to a series of legal negotiations. 

We may bargain with God on occasion, but we cannot 

demand pay-back from God for all our wonderful 

sacrifices.  That’s not what the search for God is about. 

That bargaining with God will always be secondary, 

because getting a glimpse of God at work in our lives is 

at the heart of our spiritual quest. 

That, it seems to me, is a good takeaway for Lent. 

Clearly there are moments when I’d prefer to think of 

God as a merchant or a banker.  It would be so much 

easier to do business with somebody like that, and not 

just because I could keep my heart isolated and out of 

the transaction.  Those transactions would be clean and 

clear, and at the end I’d know exactly where I stand 

with God. 

This puts a different value on our Lenten sacrifices. 

Giving things up for Lent cannot be a business 

proposition.  Rather, they are an expression of deeper 

meaning in our lives.  God’s an artist and not a banker, 

and this explains God’s preference for pure hearts over 

bullocks or doves slaughtered on an altar. 

Striving for a pure heart is not an after-hours job.  The 

point of it is to get a glimpse of God stirring within us. 

So it is that we strive for lives of purpose and beauty. 

That’s what makes all of us artists, full-time, no matter 

what our day jobs might be. 



Remember in your Prayers 

All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the 

sick: Gary Schenk, Joanne Newsom, Jackie Chancio, Anne Marie 

Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, 

Deirdre McQuade, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and 

family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, 

George Cochran, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia 

Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, Domingo G., Adrian 

and Barbara, Victoria P.; D.K.C., M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., C.A., 

E.D., E.G., W.B., J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. 

Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person 

[or a member of his family] about adding the name—we do not 

want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for 

one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the 

parish office.  

Announcements 

Stations of the Cross are walked each Friday in Lent: 

1) following the 9 am Mass in the chapel, and 

2) at 7: 30 pm in the school auditorium. 

Join us in this beautiful tradition. 

Maryland State Knights of Columbus 51st Annual Car Raffle 
Drawing will be held May 1, 2021. 

1 st Prize – 2021 Ford Mustang or $18,000.00 cash option 

2 nd Prize – IPAD 

3 rd Price - $200.00 Gift Card 

Raffle tickets on sale in the school lobby between Masses: $1/ 

ticket. Proceeds will be divided to benefit the Maryland State 

Charity & Scholarship Programs and to assist St. John 

Fisher Council 16499 to purchase a memorial for the unborn, 

which will be located on the grounds of St. Ignatius Church. 

Daylight Saving Time begins next weekend. Mark your 

calendar to set your clocks ahead one hour next Saturday 

before you go to bed. Remember: Spring forward; Fall back.  

Easter Egg Hunt 
There will be an Easter Egg Hunt for the parish children on 

Easter Sunday following the 11 am Mass. We are looking for 

donations of plastic eggs and the candy to fill them. Please 

leave your donations in the box in the school lobby. 

 

 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 6 March 

Anticipated Mass for Sunday 

4:30 pm  Helene Vidal 

Sunday, 7 March 

The Third Sunday in Lent 

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Julia Haviland Avent + 

11 am  Joseph Norbert Kantor 

Monday, 8 March 

John of God, Religious 

9 am   no public mass 

Tuesday, 9 March 

Frances of Rome, Religious 

9 am  Jamison Clark + 

Wednesday, 10 March 

Wednesday in the Third Week of Lent 

9 am  Graziella H. de Madan + 

Thursday, 11 March 

Thursday in the Third Week of Lent 

9 am  the needs and concerns of visitors to our parish  

Friday, 12 March 

Friday in the Third Week of Lent 

9 am  Tom Bethell +  [month’s mind]  

Saturday, 13 March 

Anticipated Mass for Sunday 

4:30 pm  Joy Vidal + 

Sunday, 14 March 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent, called Laetare 

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  victims of abortion + 

11 am  Alexander Hogan + 
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Florian Hocke - Co-Chair 

Jackie Chancio 
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301-567-4740 
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Patrick Delaney - Co-chair 
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 CAR
 WASH
 Full  Service
 3401 Branch Ave., Temple Hills, MD
 Self  Service
 3437 Branch Ave., Temple Hills, MD
  6160 Livingston Rd., Oxon Hill, MD

301-894-3100
www.samscarwash.com
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Lunch • Dinner • Buffet
Sunday Brunch
6320 Old Branch Avenue
Camp Springs, MD 20748

PHONE: 301-449-6160
www.topolinorestaurant.com

Individual Personal Service,
It’s What You Deserve.

(301) 780-5880
www.cerritorealty.com
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