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Rev. Edwin Montaña, Pastor�

Bryan Lagimoniere, Deacon�

�

192 School Street, Athol MA  01331�2399�

978.249.2738 (Office)  978.830.4046 (FAX) 978.249.7690 (CCD)  www.nqcatholic.com �

Church Office: ourladyrectory@hotmail.com • Pastor: fatheredwin3l@gmail.com  �

Religious Education:  ourlady.ccd@mail.com�

Gayle Bassett, Secretary�

�

Irene Inniss, Cluster CCD Administrator �

& Safe Environment Coordinator�

�

Rene Gagliardi, Cindy Winters �

& Lori Hunt�Peterson�

Music Ministry�

�

Christian Cormier, Maintenance�
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192 School Street, Athol MA 01331�

Church Office Hours: �

M, T, W 8:30am�3:30pm�

�

Masses: �

Lord’s Day ~ 4pm (Vigil) & 11am�

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 12:10pm �

Weekday ~ 8am M, T, W�

First Saturday ~ 8:00am�

�

Confessions: �

Tuesdays ~ 7:00pm �7:30 pm �

�

Holy Hour of Adoration:�

Tuesday ~ 2:00pm �3:00pm�

�
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�

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 7:00pm �

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3pm at OLI�

Divine Mercy Chaplet:�

Sunday ~ 6:40am

Prayers to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: 

Wednesdays at 9:00am�
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�

Mass: �

Lord’s Day ~ 9:30am�

Confessions:�

Saturday ~ 3pm at OLI�
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Visitors and New Parishioners�

Please introduce yourself. We want to meet you.�

Registration forms are available in the sacristy.�

�

�

Baptism�

Baptisms are celebrated on Saturdays and Sundays. Please 

contact the Church Office for the preparation session, which 

includes parents and godparents.�

�

Marriage�

Contact the Church Office one year in advance.�

�

�

Visitation of the Ill�

and Homebound�

Please contact the Church Office if you know of anyone�

who is in need, so a Priest, Deacon or Eucharistic �

Minister may visit.�

�

�

Rite of Christian Initiation�

of Adults�

Adults seeking information about the Catholic Faith or 

seeking full admission into the Church through Baptism, 

Confirmation & Eucharist ~ Please call the Church Office.�

�

�

Lending Library�

Temporarily Suspended�thank you.�

�

�

NQCC Facebook Page�

For those of you with a Facebook page, please “LIKE” the 

North Quabbin Catholic Community Facebook page. Stay 

up to date with all the happenings in the Cluster�

�

�

Sharing Our Fathers Bread�

Meals are served Wednesdays, Sept.�May, at St. Francis 

Hall at 5pm for those in need. Donation baskets are located 

at each church for your convenience to support this 

important program. For questions please call 978�249�7304.�

�

�

Healing and Prevention�

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 

priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 

you need a place to talk about your feelings, please call the 

Office for Healing and Prevention, (508) 929�4363.  A 24 

hour�a�day confidential voicemail is available.�

�

Other Information�

Prayer Line: Please notify the Rectory�

Bulletin Deadline: Prior Monday by 12N�

CHRISTMAS 2020�

�

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,�

As Advent gives way to Christmas, we find ourselves in a 

continued state of waiting, longing and expectation for a 

promised vaccine. How our world has changed in a year! Last 

Christmas, none of us had heard of COVID�19. Since then our 

lives, jobs, recreation and worship have been shaped by it. 

COVID precautions have led to COVID�fatigue as we long for 

a return to normal life. Anxious waiting and expectation for 

the vaccine marks and impacts our celebrations. Gatherings in 

church and at home will be smaller, travel truncated, carols 

fewer, precautions increased and parties cancelled.�

But Christmas is not cancelled. Our way of celebrating has 

changed, but our reason for celebrating remains the 

same.� While the world awaits the arrival of a vaccine, we 

celebrate the arrival of the world’s Savior. We hope for a 

vaccine that for a time will ward off illness and death. The 

Divine Savior whose birth we celebrate gives us resurrection 

and reunion. We pray the vaccine will restore normal life on 

earth. The grace Christ offers promises eternal life in Heaven.�

For two millennia Christians throughout the world have 

celebrated Christ's birth. Many of these Christmases have been 

marked by famine, plagues and wars. Through those hardships 

and others, Christians have found in Christ the strength, hope 

and joy to persevere, endure and triumph over all of life's 

uncertainties. As we wait for the vaccine to come, let us 

rejoice, give thanks and find peace in the Savior who has 

already come, defeated sin and death and will come again to 

share His definitive triumph of eternal life.�

�

With every prayerful best wish for a Blessed and Merry 

Christmas, I remain�

�

Sincerely yours in Christ,�

�

� � � Most Reverend Robert J. McManus�

� � � Bishop of Worcester�

�

CHRISTMAS MASSES�

�

Eve: 3:00pm & 5:30pm at Our Lady Immaculate�

Day: 8:00am & 10:30am at St. Francis �

�

Admission will be on a first�come, first�served basis. 

Church doors will open one hour before Mass begins and 

will close when the church reaches its limited capacity. 

Everyone planning to attend should wear a mask and follow 

the ushers’ instructions, including sitting and lining up for 

communion. Thank you following these� mandatory 

guidelines so we can safely worship together at Christmas.��

�

�
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COVID�19 VACCINES�

On December 14, the U.S. Catholic Conference of Bishops 

issued a statement on the new COVID�19 vaccines. In their 

statement, the bishops address the moral concerns raised by 

the fact that the three vaccines that appear to be ready for 

distribution in the United States all have some connection to 

cell lines that originated with tissue taken from abortions. �

With regard to the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, they 

concluded: “In view of the gravity of the current pandemic and 

the lack of availability of alternative vaccines, the reasons to 

accept the new COVID�19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna 

are sufficiently serious to justify their use, despite their remote 

connection to morally compromised cell lines. �

“Receiving one of the COVID�19 vaccines ought to be 

understood as an act of charity toward the other members of 

our community.� In this way, being vaccinated safely against 

COVID�19 should be considered an act of love of our 

neighbor and part of our moral responsibility for the common 

good.” �

With regard to the AstraZeneca vaccine, the bishops found it 

to be “more morally compromised” and consequently 

concluded that this vaccine “should be avoided” if there are 

alternatives available. “It may turn out, however, that one does 

not really have a choice of vaccine, at least, not without a 

lengthy delay in immunization that may have serious 

consequences for one’s health and the health of others,” the 

bishop chairmen stated. “In such a case … it would be 

permissible to accept the AstraZeneca vaccine.”�

At the same time, the bishops also warned that Catholics “must 

be on guard so that the new COVID�19 vaccines do not 

desensitize us or weaken our determination to oppose the evil 

of abortion itself and the subsequent use of fetal cells in 

research.”�

�

PARISH APPEALS�

The 2020 Parish Appeals are now underway.  Please consider 

making a contribution to keep our parishes fiscally viable.  

Contributions can be mailed to the Church Office or put in the 

collection basket.  Thank you for your prayers and generosity.�

�

Our Lady Goal: $20,000 ~ by December 31st�

To Date: $22,097.54�

St. Francis Goal: $5,000 ~ by December 31st�

To Date: $4,625.00�

St. Peter: No Goal ~ by Thanksgiving�

Raised: $5,900.00 ~ Thank You!!�

�

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY�

The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been part of our church 

community for over 10 years.  We are a small group of women 

that share our talents and time to create beautiful shawls for 

anyone in need of prayer; whether the need is for comfort, 

healing, or support in life’s ups and downs, we feel we share 

God’s healing touch with each shawl.  �

If you or someone you know is interested in helping this 

ministry, we welcome all.  We are not meeting in person at 

this time, but if you are interested in joining us please email 

Rebecca at rrichards282@gmail.com with your name and we 

can send you the google meet link.  We meet the 2nd and 4th 

week of the month.   �

�

OUR LADY IMMACULATE�

�

COLLECTION�

12�13�20 ~ Sunday: $1,744.50; Building: $238.00; Fuel: 

$157.00; Flowers: $10.00; Holy Day: $49.00; Christmas: 

$28.00; Religious Retirement: $109.00.�

�

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT�

Repairing the exterior trim around the stained glass windows 

in the church.  To date $44,005.51 has been collected.  �

�

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI�

�

COLLECTION�

12�13�20 ~ Sunday: $520.00 Monthly: $25.00; Renovation: 

$35.00; Fuel: $90.00; Holy Days: $75.00; Flowers: $40.00; 

Religious Retirement: $30.00.�

�

�SHOE DRIVE�

St. Francis will continue to collect �used, gently used or new 

shoes. A container for your shoe donations with “SHOES for 

SHOE DRIVE” will be placed under the stairs going into the 

sacristy in the back of the church and will be checked daily. In 

coordination with Funds2Orgs, the shoes collected will go 

directly to small business owners or micro enterprises in 25 

different developing countries where they are sold in their 

local community. The shoes provide opportunities for 

microentrepreneurs to support their families and create a path 

out of poverty. Funds2Orgs is the leader of the shoe drive 

fundraisers. Thank You!�

�

LITHUANIAN MEAL & BAKE SALE�

**Cancelled**�

�

ST. PETER’S�

�

COLLECTION�

12�13�20 ~ Sunday: $755.00; Building: $170.00; Fuel: $20.00.�

�

SCHEDULE CHANGES�

For the time being, there will be no Masses held at St. Peter’s 

Church in Petersham.  Confessions will be held on Tuesdays 

from 7�7:30pm in the OLI Chapel.  Thank you.�

�

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�

�

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS�

Contribution Statements for 2020 will be available for those in 

the Cluster that use the envelope system for their 

contributions.  Please call the church office and leave your 

Name, Address and Church and a letter will be mailed to you 

before Jan 31st.�

�

OUR LADY IMMACULATE�

IMPORTANT ENVELOPE INFORMATION�

Parishioners from Our Lady Immaculate church who are 

current envelope users are asked to pick up your 2021 box set 

of contribution envelopes at the rectory after Mass.  Gayle will 

assist you with pick up  the weekend of December 19th & 

20th.  Come to the rectory porch after Mass and follow normal 

social distancing and please wear a mask. �



D������� 20, 2020�

Saturday, December 19th    Vigil: 4th Sunday of Advent�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  +Phyllis Demarest by the Family�

�

Sunday, December 20th   4th Sunday of Advent�

�   8:00 AM� St. Francis:  +Dec’d members of the �

� � Oczkowski Family by the Lemoines�

� 11:00 AM� OLI:  +Betty Tolppa �

� � by Paul & Diana Gates & Family�

�

Monday, December 21st �

� 8:00 AM� OLI: +Marcial & Emerenciana Yandoc�

� � �  by the Family�

�

Tuesday, December 22nd� �

� 8:00 AM� OLI: +Elizabeth Gauthier by her Daughter�

�

Wednesday, December 23rd�

� 8:00 AM� OLI: +Ashley Softic by her Family�

�

Thursday, December 24th�

� 3:00 PM� OLI: All Parishioners�

� 5:30 PM� OLI: All Parishioners�

�

Friday, December 25th  The Nativity of the Lord�

� 8:00 AM      St. Francis: All Parishioners�

� 10:30 AM� St. Francis: All Parishioners�

�

Saturday, December 26th  Vigil:  Holy Family�

� 4:00 PM� OLI: +Gail Blanchard by her Family�

�

Sunday, December 27th    Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph�

�   8:00 AM� St. Francis:  +Linda Plourde by Marie Shatos�

� 11:00 AM� OLI: +Fern Fregeau �

� � by Mark & Cindy Winters�

�

�

Hymnal Readings: 793�

Readings for the week of December 20, 2020�

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1�5, 8b�12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2�3, 4�5, 27, 29 [2a]/

Rom 16:25�27/Lk 1:26�38 �

Monday: Sg 2:8�14 or Zep 3:14�18a/Ps 33:2�3, 11�12, 20�21 [1a; 

3a]/Lk 1:39�45�

Tuesday:  1 Sm 1:24�28/1 Sm 2:1, 4�5, 6�7, 8abcd]/Lk 1:46�56�

Wednesday:  Mal 3:1�4, 23�24/Ps 25:4�5ab, 8�9, 10 and 14 [cf. Lk 

21:28]/Lk 1:57�66�

Thursday:  Morning: 2 Sm 7:1�5, 8b�12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2�3, 4�5, 

27 and 29 [2]/Lk 1:67�79�

Friday:� Vigil:  Is 62:1�5/Ps 89:4�5, 16�17, 27, 29 [2a]/Acts 13:16

�17, 22�25/Mt 1:1�25 or 1:18�25. Night: Is 9:1�6/Ps 96:1�2, 2�3, 

11�12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11�14/Lk 2:1�14. Dawn: Is 62:11�12/Ps 

97:1, 6, 11�12/Ti 3:4�7/Lk 2:15�20. Day: Is 52:7�10/Ps 98:1, 2�3, 

3�4, 5�6 [3c]/Heb 1:1�6/Jn 1:1�18 or Jn 1:1�5, 9�14�

Saturday:  Acts 6:8�10; 7:54�59/Ps 31:3cd�4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 

17 [6]/Mt 10:17�22�

Next Sunday:  Sir 3:2�6, 12�14 or Gn 15:1�6; 21:1�3/Ps 128:1�2, 

3, 4�5 [cf. 1] or Ps 105:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 8�9 [7a, 8a]/Col 3:12�21 or 

3:12�17 or Heb 11:8, 11�12, 17�19/Lk 2:22�40 or 2:22, 39�40�
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�

�

SATURDAY 19th�

� 4:00 PM� Vigil Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 20th�

�       8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi�

           11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

MONDAY 21st� �

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

TUESDAY 22nd�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

� 2:00 PM� Holy Hour with Adoration at OLI�

� 7:00 PM� Confessions at OLI Chapel until 8pm�

� �

WEDNESDAY 23rd�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

THURSDAY 24th�

� 3:00 PM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

� 5:30 PM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

FRIDAY 25th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Sr. Francis�

� 10:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis�

�

SATURDAY 26th� �

� 4:00 PM� Vigil Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 27th�

�       8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi�

          11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

�

�

�

�

Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.�

FOOD PANTRY�

Thank you for your support!  This week we will collect:�

Jams / Jelly / Canned  Chicken~Meat~Spam�
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Family Memorials
Lasting Tributes to  

Those You Love
Monuments • Markers • Lettering

465 West Street • Gardner
Tel/Fax: (978) 632-1323
C.S.C. Michael K. Roberts

Owner

A New Place to Call Home in  
a Community that Cares
www.hwcommons.com 

(978) 632-8292
50 Pine Street • Gardner, MA

S&S
APPLIANCE INC. 
Major Appliances & TV 

Sales & Service
978-249-7535
447 Main Street

This Space 
is Available
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YOUR AD HERE.

Stan’s Liquor Mart

Beer • Wine & Spirit
1586 S Main Street, Athol, MA

978-249-9550
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