MASS SCHEDULE

MON-THUR SUNDAY RECONCILIATION

9:00AM 8:30Am & SATURDAY
10:30Am 3:30-4:15Pm

SATURDAY

(ViGIL) | 4:30PMm  HoLy DAYs ADORATION
9:00AM & WEDNESDAY
7:00Pm 3:00-6:00PM
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THE HOLY FAMILY
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He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her
heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor
before God and man. - Lk 2:51-52
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Monday-Friday
11:00am-2:00pm

(P) 508-835-3606

(F) 508-835-5456

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday 12/25 | The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
10:30am: Anniv 12: Lucy Castonguay

Requested by Sheila Supernor

Sunday 12/26 | The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
8:30am: Mass for the people

10:30am: Anniv 19: Withold Prankunas

Anniv 12: John Prankunas | Requested by Family

Monday 12/27 | Saint John

9:00am: Mass for the people

Tuesday 12/28 | The Holy Innocents

9:00am: Mem: Duncan Urquhart | Requested by Family
Saturday 1/1 | The Octave of the Nativity of the Lord | Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

LOVED ONE

9:00am: Mass for the people
Sunday 1/2 | Epiphany of the Lord
8:30am: Mass for the people

SACRAMENTS

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM FOR CHILDREN: Parents wishing to have their child baptized should contact
the parish office. Prior to the actual celebration of the sacrament there is a catechesis for parents on the
meaning of baptism and Christian parenting.

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION FOR ADULTS: Adults seeking to be baptized as well as those already baptized
(in both Catholic & non-Catholic communities) who seek to be confirmed and to receive Holy Communion, are
invited to join with others in exploring our Catholic faith. Please contact the parish office.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Couples intending to marry should contact the parish priest at least six months
prior to the intended wedding date.

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE SICK & HOMEBOUND: We are eager to bring Holy Communion to those
unable to come to church. The priest, deacon and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion will assure that
the Eucharist is brought to homes of those wishing to receive it.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Those experiencing serious illness should contact the parish office or speak with

the parish priest as soon as possible.

HEAVENLY FATHER, WE PRAY FOR...

+ We join our hearts in prayer for a greater respect for human life and for the dignity of every human being,

+ We pray for respectful dialogue and reconciliation between diverse communities.

+ We pray for cooperation between nations in caring for our fragile earth.

+ We pray for communities and schools beset by violence.

+ We pray for Christians who are persecuted or experience hostility because of their faith.

+ We pray for all those who are impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

+ We pray for those for whom the holiday season is difficult or painful.

+ We pray for those whose lives have been overwhelmed by storms and disasters.

+ We pray that our celebration of Christmas will be a time for the renewal of minds and hearts.

+ We pray for those awaiting the birth or the adoption of a child.

+ Pope Francis’ personal prayer intention for the month of December: For catechists and all who teach our faith to the young:

May they share the Word of God with courage and creativity.

+ We pray for all who are sick or recovering from injury, iliness or surgery, especially, Father Thirburse Millott.



THE HOLY

FAMILY WORSHIP

SUNDAY ‘S

READINGS
First Reading
“| prayed for this

child, and the LORD
granted my request.
Now |, in turn, give
him to the LORD;
as long as he lives,
he shall be
dedicated to the
LORD."
(1 Sm 1:27-28)

Psalm
Blessed are they

who dwell in your
house, O Lord.
(Ps 84)

Second Reading

See what love the
Father has
bestowed on us
that we may be
called the children
of God. And so we
are. (1 Jn 3:1)

Gospel
After three days
they found him in
the temple, sitting
in the midst of the
teachers, listening
to them and asking
them questions.
(Lk 2:46)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for
Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on
English in the Liturgy Corporation.
All rights reserved.

ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR
CHRISTMAS EVE & DAY

ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE HOLY FAMILY
OF JESUS, MARY and JOSEPH

Entrance Hymn ‘O Come All Ye Faithful” #92
Readings & Responsorial Psalm:

ON DECEMBER 26 AT 8:30 and 10:30 AM
Entrance Hymn ‘God Rest You Merry Gentlemen #
88
Readings and Responsorial Psalm: on page 53

— at 4:00 pm on Christmas Eve: page 43

— at 6:00 pm and Midnight: Page 47

— at 10:30 am on Christmas Day: page 51
Hymn at the Preparation of the Gifts “Hark, The
Herald Angels Sing” #97

Communion Hymn “What Child Is This# 94
Meditation:

— at 4:00, 6:00, 11:00 pm “Silent Night# 77

— at 10:30am “O Little Town of Bethlehem” # 87
Recessional: Yoy To The World” # 80

Hymn at the Preparation of the Gifts: “Angels We
Have Heard On High” #82

Communion Hymn “A Child Is Born in Bethlehem”
#74

Meditation: “Of The Father’s Love Begotten” #84

Recessional: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” #81

NATIVITY SCENES ARE THE SCHOOL OF LIFE
During the Christmas season, nativity (manger) scenes are commonplace in our churches and in
many of our homes. Both Popes Benedict and Francis have invited us to ponder the spiritual
message which these nativity scenes convey.
“When we gaze upon the nativity scene, the Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph do not appear to be a
very privileged family. Their child was born amidst great hardship. Yet they are full of joy because
they love one another, they help one another and, above al| they trust that God is at work in the
story of their lives...” Pope Benedict XVI
“The shepherds become the first to see the most essential thing of all is the gift of salvation.”
“The Kings (Magi) teach us that people can come to Christ by a very long route...”
“The manger (feeding trough) in which Jesus was laid, proclaims in a meek yet powerful way, the
need for sharing with the poor as the path to a more humane world in which no one is excluded
or marginalized.”
“The nativity scene is a living gospel rising up from the pages of sacred Scripture proclaiming the
humility of God who became man in order to encounter every man and woman.” Pope Francis

During these trying times, the Nativity scene reminds us that God is with us amidst our

N

all the diverse families that make up our ?

challenges.
As you pass by the nativity scene in our
church during this Christmas season and

gaze upon the Holy Family, please pray for

parish community. May they experience the

love of God amidst all the joys and sorrows

CHRISTMAS

THE SAVIOR IS BORN

of life’s journey.




DECEMBER 26, 2021
PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

WINTER WEATHER POLICY

As we enter into the winter months, we offer this reminder regarding winter weather and
weekday Masses: In the event of severe winter weather, if the West Boylston public
school classes are canceled or delayed, the 9:00 am is canceled. The cancelation of
daily Mass and of Eucharistic Adoration will also be communicated by means of
Facebook and Flocknote emails. When the weather is bad, it is important to remain safe
at home and allow the snow removal crews to do their work. Please share this

information with others. Thank you.

PARISH PROPERTY UPDATE

40 Church Street property - December 12th update: The surveying of the property has
been completed. The Diocese is in dialogue with the town regarding the required
variances that will be needed for the sale of the property. Still waiting.

Parking lot church entrance-December 15th update: The parking lot church entrance
door frame has warped due to moisture. Work has begun. Should be completed soon.
Exterior Front church steps and walkway—October 18th Update: The project has been
approved by the Diocesan Building Commission. The contract with D.S. Landscaping was
signed this past week. However, due to work delays connected to the very rainy summer
we've had along with a shortage of workers, the replacement of the front steps may have
to be put off until early spring. We need to be mindful that once the work is
undertaken, we will not be able to use the front entrance for about two weeks,

depending on the weather. We'll continue to keep everyone updated as things progress.

IHN THANK YOU!

Thank you to all who contributed to another successful week at the IHN Family

Shelter! Dedicated veteran volunteers, new volunteers, those who donated supplies and
money for Christmas gifts, one volunteer who brought gingerbread cookies to decorate,
and all of you who offered your prayers, helped the families to feel supported and cared
for! Special thanks to Evening and Overnight hosts: Jim Bruce, Tina Buono, Janet Such,
Mike and Tina Muir, Lee Maleno, David and Karen Hennessy, & Vinny

Vignaly. Additionally Terri and Dave King, along with Sue, Alicia and Liani Stone not
only served as hosts, but also helped make the annual visit from Santa an evening to
remember! A very special thank you to Cathy and Bob Richardson and Carol Wolfe for
all their hard work shopping for and wrapping the gifts for the children at the IHN family
shelter. Their love and dedication to this annual Christmas party over the years is nothing
less than amazing. Thank you! We are scheduled to host again the week of June 12,
2022. The shelter is also looking for anyone willing to sign up during weeks that do not
have enough volunteers. For more information, please contact Janet Vignaly at

janet.vignaly@gmail.com. Again, thank you to all for being part of a memorable week of

service!

SERVE

GET INVOLVED
< >

OLGC PRAYER LINE
Those who wish to have their
intentions remembered in
prayer or want to join our
prayer line can contact
Renate Isbell at 508.835.3286
or submit a request directly

through the parish website.

ADORATION
Join us on Wednesdays 3:00-
6:00pm for Eucharistic
Adoration! Experience the
grace and peace that comes
from Adoration. Commit to
an hour, or stop by as your

schedule permits!

LECTOR & SERVER
Prayerfully consider joining
our Lector or Altar Server
ministries. Contact Deacon
Mick or Deacon Scott for

more details!

HOPE FOR HOUSING
Become a part of our Hope
for Housing food card
selling team! Volunteers
sell food cards 1-2 times
monthly after weekend
masses to benefit families

in need!

CON\E ALL YE

C



WELCOME TO OUR LADY
OF GOOD COUNSEL

PARISH &5“5

Our parish community joins IS THE

with Christians throughout

the world to celebrate the REASON
love of God revealed to us FOR THE
in the birth of Jesus Christ. 5%%

In the joy of having been
called to live the in the
light of Christ's radiant
love, we welcome you.
We open our church doors
to all. May our hearts and
minds be open to God'’s
Word.

We welcome our
parishioners as well as those who have traveled to be
with family and friends. May we see Christ in one
another as fellow travelers on the journey of life.

We welcome those who have no church. May you find
an oasis of life-giving faith in our midst.

We welcome all who struggle with their faith or find it
difficult to pray. May our celebration of the liturgy
inspire minds and hearts.

We welcome all who feel unloved or unwelcome by the
church, by their family or any other group. The arms of
Christ embrace you. And they always will.

We welcome all who carry the burden of sin or regret for
the past. Please know that you can leave your burden
here.

We welcome anyone who is hurting or grieving in any
way, finding it difficult to celebrate Christmas. /t is our
prayer that you find healing and strength.

We welcome all whose hearts are brimming with joy.
Your presence lifts our hearts.

We welcome the young and the old, the strong and the
weak, the wise and the foolish, the humble and the
proud. With you we share a common humanity.
Everyone is welcome in the name of Christ.

May our hearts be like a manger where Christ is born,

transforming us by a Love Divine.

Attorney Wayne P. Tupper Bijorkiuvnd
Call for an initial TANRSCAPING
consultation. B .
. ob Bjorklund
U 508752-3150 ]
.‘ 35 HARVARD STREET, SUITE 107 Landscape Construction*Lawn Care * Snow Plowing
v ‘WORCESTER, MA 01606
vy ; P 508-835-2168
* C 508-254-7516
Over 30 years of success protecting our clients. West Boylston, MA

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Kelly O'Brien-Carnevale
to place an ad today!
kcarnevale@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6333

NEVER MISS A BULLETIN !

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

Our Lady of Good Counsel, W. Boylston 03-0754



Fan Brothers Funcral 3ome

Established 1870
Pre-need Funeral Planning
William J. Fay < William J. Fay I1
1 West Boylston St., West Boylston, MA 01583

(508) 835-6500 www.faybrothers.com

OL/E-AR WHAT THE

978-706-1038  Sterling, MA

REST OF THE
WORLD IS SAYING

Schedule your free hearing consultation

Total Tree Care Service
Tree Removal - Stump Grinding
Firewood

www.FavreauForestry.com

Call 774-327-3451 today!

26West Boylston St., Suite 5 | West Boylston

hearingyourway.com

HOLDEN HEARING AID
CENTER, INC.

695 Main Street, Holden, MA

508:829-5566

DrMoreno@HoldenHearingAid.com
www.HoldenHearingAid.com

&

Matthew Moreno, Au.D.
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

and $200 off a pair of mid-level hearing aids.

FARH STAND + BUTCHER SHOPPE - DELICATESSEN

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS
LAWN MOWERS - SAWS

SNOWBLOWERS - TRACTORS
We Service All Makes & Models

LIC #11846

Andrew A. Beardsley
President

A. A. BEARDSLEY, INC.

MILES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“SERVING THE PARISH COMMUNITY SINCE 1896”
Richard Mansfield, Ricky Mansfield
Funeral Directors
1158 Main Street, Holden
100 Worcester Road, Sterling
508-829-4434 978-422-0100
Advance Funeral Planning
www.milesfuneralhome.com

55 Hosmer Street, West Boylston

508-852-0513

WE'RE HIRING

Er TI]-JR‘*»E F. BRING YOUR F'.ttSSI[IH

= Wark-Life Balance

» Full-Tirme with Benefits
= Serve Your Community

= Paid Training
= Some Travel

BO’S CARPENTRY

RESIDENTIAL SPECIALISTS ® DECKS ® BATHROOMS
TiLe © HARDwWOOD FLOORING
RepLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
ALL Types OF CARPENTRY ® HANDYMAN SERVICES
Bo Mitaszka
Parishioner of Our Lady of Good Counsel

508-596-6505
W. Boylston

Menard’s Auto Body Co., Inc.
Your Collision Repair Center

a 314 West Boylston St.
West Boylston, MA 01583
508-853-2799 RSt 362

www.menardsautobody.com

FREE

AD DESIGN

* WITH PURCHASE

® Burglary

ST. BERNADETTE SCHOOL AT | futhorized | gafastreets

Pre-K 3 - Grade 8

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Gat 24-Hour Protection From a Mame You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

OF THIS SPACE

€@ CALL

800.477.4574

1-855-225-4251

Now Enrolling for
the 2021-2022 School Year

Committed to Providing a
Challenging Quality Education with
a Strong Spiritual Foundation

266 Main St., Northborough
508-351-9905
admissions@stb-school.org
www.stb-school.org

Mercadante
FUNERAL HOME & CHAPEL
— Est. 196] ————

“Committed everyday to caring”

370 Plantation Street, Worcester | 508.754.0486 | Toll Free: 800.854.0486

SUPPORT OUR

ADVERTISERS!
@

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 @ www.4lpi.com

Our Lady of Good Counsel, W. Boylston ~ 03-0754



