Just as our Blessed Mother Mary and the Evangelist, called John, came together at the
foot of the Cross to serve Christ crucified, so also do the parish families bearing
their names come together to serve God by serving each other and all who
make up the Body of The Risen Lord.

St. Mary Church ● 25 North Road ● Chelmsford, 01824
St. John the Evangelist Church ● 115 Middlesex Street ● North Chelmsford, 01863
P !"#$ O&&"'( H)*!#
The Parish Offices remain closed un"l further no"ce.
Our phones will be answered during the following hours:
Mondays and Wednesdays • 9 AM - 12 NOON
Tuesdays and Thursdays • 2 PM - 5 PM

No phone hours on Fridays. Leave messages in general voice mail.
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St. Mary • Saturday at 4 PM/ Sunday at 7 AM and 11 AM
St. John • Saturday at 4 PM/ Sunday at 9:30 AM and 6 PM
All Masses can be livestreamed

W((10 + M ## S'$(0*-( (!(#(!. /"),# NOT !(3*"!(0)
Monday - Friday • 7 AM at St. Mary/ 9 AM at St. John

All Masses can be livestreamed

D "-+ D(.)/"),# LIVESTREAM S'$(0*-(
Monday - Friday at 3 PM • Chaplet at St. John
Monday - Friday at 7 PM • Rosary at St. Mary
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July 26, 2020
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mondays • 4:00 - 5:00 PM • St. John
Wednesdays • 4:30 - 5:30 PM • St. Mary

E*'$ !"#/"' A0)! /"),
Fridays • 4:30 - 5:30 PM • St. John Parking Lot

P! +(! L",(
To have prayers said for yourself or a loved one,
call the parish office and ask for ext. 223. A#er hours, press 4.
facebook.com/ChelmsfordCath

“The Kingdom of heaven is like a treasure
buried in a field, which a person finds and
hides again, and out of joy goes and sells
all that he has and buys that field.”

Chelmsford Catholic Collaborative

- Matthew 13: 44

instagram.com/chelmsfordcatholic

We are off Quarantine!

The last of suspended ac"vi"es resume this week
St. John Event
St. Mary Event

RESERVATION REQUIRED for all weekend liturgies

Sunday, July 26
Weekend Liturgy • 7:00 am • St. Mary
Weekend Liturgy • 9:30 am • St. John
Weekend Liturgy • 11:00 am • St. Mary
Weekend Liturgy • 6:00 pm • St. John

Monday, July 27
Daily Mass • 7:00 am • St. Mary
Daily Mass • 9:00 am • St. John
LIVEVIEW Chaplet of Divine Mercy • 3:00 pm
Curbside Confessions • 4:00 - 5:00 pm
LIVEVIEW Rosary • 7:00 pm

Curbside Confessions *
Mondays at St. John ● 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Wednesdays at St. Mary ● 4:30 - 5:30 pm
Parking Lot Adoration ● Fridays at St. John ● 4:30 - 5:30 pm

* Confessions have moved indoors! We will be using Plexiglas
barriers, just as we do for the distribution of Holy
Communion. However, this Plexiglass barrier is in the shape
of an 'L' offering a clear view on one side, and a 'blurred'
side, which will allow for a 'private' confession, where the
priest and confessor will be unable to see each other. We
ask that you please drive into the parking lot as you did with
parking lot confessions, and follow the traffic flow to the
horseshoe drive in the front of the church. As you exit your
car, please put your mask on, and enter the church through
the front doors of the church. Attendants will be available to
assist.

Tuesday, July 28
Daily Mass • 7:00 am • St. Mary
Daily Mass • 9:00 am • St. John
LIVEVIEW Chaplet of Divine Mercy • 3:00 pm
LIVEVIEW Rosary • 7:00 pm

Wednesday, July 29
Daily Mass • 7:00 am • St. Mary
Daily Mass • 9:00 am • St. John
LIVEVIEW Chaplet and Holy Hour • 3:00 pm
Curbside Confessions • 4:30 - 5:30 pm
LIVEVIEW Rosary • 7:00 pm

Thursday, July 30
Daily Mass • 7:00 am • St. Mary
Daily Mass • 9:00 am • St. John
LIVEVIEW Chaplet of Divine Mercy • 3:00 pm
LIVEVIEW Rosary • 7:00 pm

Friday, July 31
Daily Mass • 7:00 am • St. Mary
Daily Mass • 9:00 am • St. John
LIVEVIEW Chaplet and Holy Hour • 3:00 pm
Drive-In Eucharistic Adoration • 4:30 - 5:30 pm
LIVEVIEW Rosary • 7:00 pm

Saturday, August 1

August 1st, 2020 Depart St. Mary’s at 7:30 am
The youth (and adults) of both St. John’s and St. Mary’s are
invited to join us for a hike up Mt. Sandwich in New Hampshire.
In addition to the beautiful views that any mountain hike offers,
Fr. Brian will celebrate Mass at the peak.
RSVP by emailing Courtney at ccallanan@chelmsfordcatholic.org
Deadline to RSVP is NEXT MONDAY July 27th
Drivers and Chaperones are needed for this trip!!!
Let Courtney know if you can help in this way.
- Frederic Ozanam

3rd ANNUAL HAIL MARY CHALLENGE
Email your counts to psidari@ymail.com, call
them into him at (978) 729-1677, OR…
drop them off into the black box located
at the entrance of the parish offices.
Total for Month of June

73,989

Week of 7/5/2020

37,604

Sunday, August 2

Week of 7/12/2020

31,280

Weekend Liturgy • 7:00 am • St. Mary
Weekend Liturgy • 9:30 am • St. John
Weekend Liturgy • 11:00 am • St. Mary
Weekend Liturgy • 6:00 pm • St. John

Week of 7/19/2020

33,568

Weekend Liturgy • 4:00 pm Mass • St. Mary
Weekend Liturgy • 4:00 pm Mass • St. John

Tal To Date... 176,441

Hail
Mary’s

2020 Knights of Columbus COVID-19 Can't Keep Jesus Down!

Scholarship Award VBF is making it’s SAFE RETURN!
Since we first congratulated the

winner of the 2020 Knights of
Columbus Scholarship Award, Delaney
Schiefen, we have learned quite a bit more about
this remarkable young woman that we would like
to share with all of you!
Delaney,
daughter
of
St.
John
parishioners
Deirdre and Steve Schiefen,
is not only a face, but a
voice many will recognize.
In addition to serving on the
PPC for the past two years
as a representative of our
youth, she has also been a
member in our Music
Ministry since she was in the
2nd grade. As she has
grown, so has her talent
and involvement, having served in our Christmas
and Triduum celebrations, as well being a
regularly scheduled cantor at the St. John 8:30
am Mass for the past four years. And her
involvement in music, fueled by her love of it, does
not end there!
As a freshman at Chelmsford High, Delaney was a
founding member of The Crescendos, an
A Capella group, in which she was co-president
during her senior year. They competed in the
International Championship of High School
A Capella for three years, being Northeast
Semi-Finalists in 2019. Additionally, she has also
performed in numerous CHS musicals as well as
with the Concert Choir, being a Soprano section
leader this past year.
This coming fall, Delaney will be attending the
University of Connecticut where she will be
enrolled in a 5-year accelerated Masters
Program in Music Education; anyone surprised?
She has hope of someday being a Music
Therapist.
Join us in again congratulating her and wishing
her well in all her future endeavors.

Join us for a week of exciting online fun!
Monday, August 3rd - Friday, August 7th

Fun and exciting videos
will present Daily
Themes and offer
Daily Activities.
A Flocknote Invitation—including all directions and the
supply list—will be sent to your inbox on Monday, July
27th. If you co not currently subscribe to Flocknotes,
email christine@chelmsfordcatholic.org to do so to be
assured of receiving this Invitation!

2020 Mass Intentions
Monday,
Re-Opening July 27th

We will let you
know when the 2021 calendar opens!

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN ONLINE TRAINING
Due to the current restrictions and health concerns presented by
the pandemic, we have made the following temporary
adjustments to our adult child protection training requirements:
All employees and volunteers who may have contact with
children continue to be required to complete Protecting God’s
Children training. Due to our current inability to gather together
for trainings, this requirement can be met through participation
in two online trainings: VIRTUS online PGC Training and
Massachusetts online Mandated Reporter Training.
ONLINE PGC TRAINING: visit www.virtusonline.org

1.
2.
3.
4.

Click on “First Time Registrant”
On the next page click on “Begin the Registration Process”
Select “Boston” from the drop down list of dioceses
Complete the Registration Process

Once registration is complete you will be directed to an online
PGC training through VIRTUS. Upon completion of that
training, individuals will be directed to a link to an additional
online training on mandated reporting in Massachusetts. Both
online trainings must be completed to be in compliance with
child protection requirements.
MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING
Visit http://51a.middlesexcac.org/ to complete
Copies of the mandated reported certificates should be sent to
Michelle Gee at MGee@rcab.org. It is not necessary to submit
a copy of the PGC certificate.

We have now entered into Fiscal Year 2021 which runs July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021!
Due to COVID-19, and our recent staff quarantine, we continue to work on the new budget.
Additionally, since the COVID-19 pandemic hit back in March, we are experiencing some delays
in getting Finance Reports to you. We are in the process of gathering and organizing Q3 and
Year-End data, which we will be presenting soon. We thank you for your patience.
Lastly, due to the staff quarantine, the offertory numbers for the weekends of July 11th/12th
and July 18th/19th are not available to report this week. They will be published in next
weekend’s bulletin. Thank you for your understanding.

St. Mary

St. John

· Visit our website
at www.chelmsfordcatholic.org
and click on the Online Giving
logo located in the right-hand sidebar on the homepage.

· Visit our website at
www.chelmsfordcatholic.org
and click on the WeShare logo located in the right-hand
sidebar on the homepage.

Or scan the above QR code with your Android or iPhone.
Open your camera app. Hold your device so that the
QR code appears in the viewfinder and you will see a
notification with a link. Click on the notification to open
the link. You will be taken to the St. Mary Online Giving
site on your phone.

Or scan the above QR code with your Android or iPhone.
Open your camera app. Hold your device so that the
QR code appears in the viewfinder and you will see a
notification with a link. Click on the notification to open
the link. You will be taken to the St. John’s WeShare site
on your phone.

· Click on ‘Set up New Account’

· Choose your Giving Opportunity, i.e Weekly Offertory

· Set up your payment options, withdrawal dates, etc.

· Set up your payment options, withdrawal dates, etc.

· If you prefer, there is a “Quick Give” option to make a
one-time donation.

· If you prefer, there is an option to make a one-time
donation.

Growing in Faith through Reflection on the Readings...
First Reading: 1Kings 3: 5, 7-12
As a young man and new king of Israel, Solomon asks the Lord for their gift of wisdom.
How do you exercise the virtue of wisdom in your daily life?
Second reading: Romans 8: 28-30
How do you think Paul can assert with such certainly:
“We now that all things work for good for those who love God?”
Gospel reading: matthew 13: 44-52
Jesus offers several “end of the age” parables to the disciples: buried treasure and fine
Pearls (a priceless discovery) and the large catch of fish (an inclusive invitation).
What do you think Jesus is teaching his disciples about the kingdom of heaven?

Reverend Brian Mahoney, P #/)!

ext 215… fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Reverend Corey Bassett-Tirrell, P !)'$" - V"' !
ext 239… fr.corey@chelmsfordcatholic.org

In order to promote communication and transparency
throughout the Chelmsford Catholic Collaborative, you
are encouraged to forward any comments and
concerns you may have directly to the Parish Pastoral
and Finance Councils.

Reverend Arnold Colletti, S!. P!"(#/ ", R(#"0(,'(
ext 221… frcolletti@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Deacon John Hunt, P(!5 ,(,/ D( '),

ext 224… deaconjohn@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Andrew John Rondelli, S(5", !" ,
ext 228… andrewjohn@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Khanh Le, S(5", !" ,
ext 234… khanh@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Paul Firicano, C)-- ;)! /".( B*#",(## M , <(!
ext 220… pfiricano@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Tina Sousa, F", ,'( = F '"-"/+ S*>>)!/

ext 219… tsousa@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Parish council matters can be sent to:
CollaborativePPC@chelmsfordcatholic.org
Current Council Members are ...
St. John Members
Scott Davidson (co-chair)
Ray Wagner
Mike Condor
Katrina Horan
Beth Jacavanco
Drew Jubinville
Angela McMaster
Ellen St. George
Delaney Schiefen (youth)
Augustine Tweneh

St. Mary Members
Peter Lando (co-chair)
Laura Conte
Rob Donnelly
Karen Drake
Jessica Hägg
Matthew Kunze (youth)
Cathy Latina
Lori McDonald
Steve McMillan
Alma (Chicki) Rigazio
Paul Therrien

Heather Hannaway, D"!('/)! )& F 5"-+ F "/$ F)!5 /"),
ext 226… hhannaway@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Courtney Callanan, A##/ D"! )& F "/$ F)!5 /"),
ext 227… ccallanan@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Lynn Anne LaDuke, F "/$ F)!5 /"), C))!0", /)!
ext 240… lynnanne@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Elaine Kindler, F "/$ F)!5 /"), C))!0", /)!

Finance matters concerning St. John’s can be sent to:
SJ.FC@chelmsfordcatholic.org
Current Council Members are …
John Bagni
Paul Brzezenski

ext 216… ekindler@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Rae Russo, S'$(0*-",< C))!0", /)!
ext 325… rae@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Donna Gambon, > !/-/"5( A05","#/! /".( A##"#/ ,/
ext 248… dgambon@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Sue Beechin, > !/-/"5( A05","#/! /".( A##"#/ ,/
ext 236… sue@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Dan Heider, F '"-"/"(# M , <(!
ext 213… dheider@chelmsfordcatholic.org
Bob Webb, C*#/)0" ,
bob@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Christine Trznadel, C)55*,"' /"),# C))!0", /)!
ext 214… christine@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Jeff Brown
Celeste Dunn
Grace Ann Steed

Finance matters concerning St. Mary’s can be sent to:
SM.FC@chelmsfordcatholic.org
Current Council Members are ...
Armand DiLando
Jack Parsons
Paul Rigazio

Lauren Desforge
Ted Powers
Paul Therrien

If you would like to submit a notice for the
bulletin, please do so no later than 12 NOON,
TWO Fridays prior to the weekend in which you
would it published. Submittals should be
emailed to christine@chelmsfordcatholic.org or
via US Mail to the Parish Offices at 115
Middlesex Street, North Chelmsford, MA,
01863, ATTN Christine. We will do our best to
accommodate your request.

Heather Hannaway

Director of Faith Formation
hhannaway@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Courtney Callanan

Assistant Director of Faith Formation
ccallanan@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Elaine Kindler

Visit www.chelmsfordcatholic.org/faith-formation-registration.
From the left hand side bar, choose the parish at which you are
registering. There you will find all the directions needed for an easy
online registration! If you do not have access to a computer or have
any questions, contact:
St John’s Registration: Lynn Anne LaDuke

Faith Formation Coordinator
ekindler@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Lynn Anne LaDuke

Faith Formation Coordinator
lynnanne@chelmsfordcatholic.org

Beginning last week, and straight through to
September, our 2nd graders will be receiving the Gift
of the Eucharist for the very first time. They and their
families have been so very patient, waiting for the
time when this celebration could take place. As we
welcome them to the table, let us pray…

O Jesus, You have loved us with such
exceedingly great love as to give us the ineffable
gi# of the Holy Eucharist. Inflame us with a burning
zeal to promote Your glory by praying for (our
children/ your child’s name) to prepare worthily
to approach Your holy table for the first &me.
Saint John the Bap&st, forerunner of the Messiah,
prepare the way for Jesus in the heart of
(these children/your child’s name).
Saint Tarcisius, keep safe the children who are
making their First Holy Communion.
to the following
group of children
who received their
First Communion this past week!
St. Mary: Monday, July 20th
Elisabetta Arienti ~ Carolyn Deer ~ Kristen Romano
Lillian Saia ~ Kaitlyn Williams
St. John: Wednesday, July 22nd
Emily Condor ~ Ken Nutter ~ Adam Smigielski
St. Mary: Friday, July 24th
Kate Bettencourt ~ Jeremy Bryant
Merryn Kay ~ Leila Shea ~ Ava Toomey

lynnanne@chelmsfordcatholic.org
(978) 251-8571, ext 240

St. Mary Registration: Elaine Kindler
ekindler@chelmsfordcatholic.org
(978) 256-2374, ext 216

This weekend, their foreheads will be anointed with Sacred
Chrism, in the sign of the cross, representing the indelible
mark of Christ’s sacrifice on their souls. The sacramental
grace of Confirmation will help them to live their faith
loyally and profess it courageously, as they are called by
Christ to preach not only through their words, but their
actions as well. Let us pray for them...
Zachary Sebastian Allen, Christopher Maximilian Bartos, Mia
Rose Beauchesne, Grace Katharine Brown, Aiden Patrick
Buckley, James Sebastian Buckley, Michael Sebastian Burns,
Michael Joseph Caruso, Sarah Catherine Caruso, Ashley
Alyssa Clark, Vanessa Cecilia Cloutier, Carter Sebastian
Colucci, Keira Jude Comtois, Jonathan Sebastian Cotta, Liam
Michael Crowley, Allison Jeanne-Elisabeth Dealy, Connor
Genis Dery, Emma Elizabeth DiTavi, Seamus Peter Doherty,
Emma Catherine Donovan, William Sebastian Dudek,
Gianpaolo Michael Dulac, Megan Cecilia Dunn, Mason
Michael Emero, Kelly Anne Enwright, Lauren Francis Ervin, Leah
Marie Garvin, Natalia Josephine Giampa, Dante Nicholas
Giles, Delaney Catherine Hayes, Aaron Sebastian Henry,
Sean Anthony Higgins, Julia Rose Hogan, Antonio Vincent
Iacovone, Thomas Sebastian Keyo, Zachary Michael Kopacz,
Matthew Malachy Kunze, Michael Vincent Lando, Adam Peter
Lizine, Alexandra Rose LoCoco, Zachary John Bosco Ly, Emily
Brigid Magnant, Melia Alice Marshall, Grace Thérèse
Mattsen, Matthew John McCarthy, Marco Peter McGann,
Carolyn Jude Medwar, Caitlin Marie Metivier, Hannah Francis
Michaud, Carter Victor Mills, Chloe Maria Molinari, Linden
Joan Morris, Kayleigh Cecilia Mungovan, Nicholas Joseph
O’Donnell, Thomas Sebastian O’Neill, Henry Thomas
Pancygrau, Olivia Tatiana Pellegrino, Julia Mary Pitts,
Nicholas Nicholas Pleva, Madeline Thérèse Priestly, Nicholas
Nicholas Racioppi, Patricia Rose Regan, Declan Joseph Reidy,
Owen Michael Reidy, Abigail Catherine Rice, Sarah Catherine
Rivera, Colin John Robinson, Kathryn Barbara Schaefer, Jillian
Catherine Schena, Gianna Agrippina Soracco, Michael
Christopher Stagnone, Michael Michael Sullivan, Owen Florian
Sullivan, Mia Anne Tassinari, Emma Francis Thornton, Elle Rose
Underhill, Michael William Vichot, William Sebastian Walsh,
James Paul Wiklund, Mitchell Michael Wong

I remember when I went to get
my first driver’s license. I went
to the RMV office in Marlboro. The person I dealt with was
a nice lady who really tried to help me. When I was about
to take the eye exam, she recommended that I take my
glasses off. Her reasoning was that it would be be'er for
me if I passed the eye test without them, in order to avoid
the restric"on that would be put on my license. I thanked
her for her kind sugges"on but was very clear that I really
could not see without my glasses and, therefore, was okay
with taking the exam with them on. She insisted that I try
anyway, and so I did what she asked. When I put my face
up to the machine, she asked, “Where is the red apple on
the picnic table?” I responded, “What picnic table?” She
then told me, “Put on your glasses.” Once I put my glasses
on, I had no trouble finding the table. I got my license with
the restric"on for wearing glasses.
Some"mes people create expecta"ons for what we can
accomplish, even when we are clear that it is not possible.
And, maybe, if you are like me, we some"mes take on
those expecta"ons even though we know we cannot
accomplish what the other person wants. It is hard at
"mes to accept our own limita"ons, and it becomes even
more difficult when others are prodding us on. We have
the desire in us not so much to please people, but to not
disappoint them. Or, possibly, we don’t want to admit that
we have certain weaknesses. The reality of confron"ng
our limita"ons is something that can be daun"ng. This is
par"cularly true when we have to admit that we cannot
do the things we could in the past. Honestly, there were
things I could do in my 20’s that now, in my 50’s, I can’t
do. And, it is not easy to accept these changes. They are
one of the biggest issues with expecta"ons and limita"ons
because they tend to be fluid, while we human beings
tend to want to reject the idea that we are somehow
different. I should always be able to do what I was once
able to do. But, alas we cannot!
What is true of life in general can very easily also be true
of our lives with God. But the great thing about God is that
He meets us where we’re at, and not where He knows we
can and should be. Growing in our faith life is not about
mee"ng some preconceived expecta"on. Growing in our
faith life is not about comparing ourselves to where others
may be. Growing in our faith life is not about fast-tracking
it. Rather, it is about discovering who we are as a person.
It is about discerning what our gi#s and talents are. It is
about taking into account the life we are currently living
and how that impacts our understanding of God.
One of my favorite saints is Saint Francis de Sales who
wrote an amazing book over 400 years ago. It is called An
Introduc!on to the Devout Life. The aim of the book is to
help us understand how one grows in the spiritual life. The
great thing about this book is that he takes such a
prac"cal way of looking at one’s spiritual life.
Furthermore, he makes a most powerful point, one that

has remained with me both in my own spiritual growth
and in helping others in their spiritual growth. It is simply
that the life we are called to live impacts how we are
called to be in rela"onship with God. Not every person is
intended to have the exact same spiritual life or prayer
life. Hence, an unmarried woman’s spiritual life would be
different from that of a married woman. And a woman
with children will have a spiritual life different from that of
a woman with no children. An unmarried man’s spiritual
life would be different from that of a married man. And
the spiritual life of a man with children will be different
from that of a man with no children. The priest’s life is
different from that of the layperson, the religious life is
different from that of the non-religious, and so on! It is
most important in living out our spiritual life that we do
not see one as being be'er than another; they are simply
different. And, in that difference, we must discover the
spiritual life we are being called to live out, and through
that life how we are called to express it.
What makes sense in one person’s life will not necessarily
make sense in another person’s. Therefore, you should
not compare your spiritual and prayer life to another’s.
Case in point: I generally pray somewhere between 3-4
hours a day. I get up early in the morning to do the bulk of
my prayers. Not everyone has the capacity or the
framework in their life to do this. What is necessary in my
life is not necessary in everyone’s life. I need this "me of
prayer in order to live the life that God is calling me to. I
did not always pray that much, but have grown into it
organically. My life has slowly adapted to make this
possible.
The ques"on is not about how much you pray, but rather,
that you do indeed pray. It is, again, not about comparing
yourself to what others may or may not be doing, but in
the context of your life, what makes sense.
It is recognizing that you need some kind of formal
structured prayer life in order to grow spiritually, for
growth in a spiritual life is simply about deepening your
rela"onship with God. It is about recognizing who is on
the journey of life with me. And it is acknowledging that
prayer is simply having a conversa"on with God, and that
God is the one who has begun the conversa"on. It is
accep"ng the only reason that I do not hear God in my
life: because I have chosen not to listen and not to do
something about it.
Let us really allow God to introduce Himself to us, but not
based on another’s expecta"ons. Let us simply be open to
the life God has given us and discover through prayer
where He is.
If you have any ques"ons about anything, please do not
hesitate to ask me directly, or send your ques"ons to me
at fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.
Please keep me in your prayers.

Not going to do it!
Absolutely will not “go there.”
As I continue to experience the ongoing saga of my
husband’s recovery from the Coronavirus, friends and
family have cautioned me to “Don’t give up”. Here and
now, I must share with everyone that it truly has never
crossed my mind. That’s just not me.
My husband got sick in the last week of March. By the time
we suspected that it was COVID-19, he was truly in
danger. The day he was admitted to Lowell General he
was intubated. I thank God that there was a bed for him
in the ICU. From there he was transferred to a Boston
hospital for acute care. He has been in medical care ever
since. He has been through trauma and complications and
is far from done. Being so sick has left him completely
dependent. Now that he’s free of the Coronavirus—he has
tested negative several times now—he must regain his
mobility, which was lost to him from being four months in
bed. And, he’s not done with medical challenges either.
The doctors just don’t know how far he will come back.
They don’t know how much mobility he will regain, and to
what extent, if any, he will be physically disabled. The
medical professionals have told me several times over
these last months that “things just don’t look good.” Yet
each time, my husband has come through, at the surprise
of the nurses and doctors. And, as a further challenge,
none of us has been able to visit with him for more than an
hour in in Boston—suited up and completely covered in
hospital safety gear—and, since then, “through the
window” visits at the rehabilitation center.
Through all this I have had to quarantine three times!
Officially, monitored by the Board of Health and
everything. I’ve had just as many months to contemplate
the possible outcome of my husband’s long recovery. All
this time, family and friends, co-workers and neighbors
have been an amazing, tremendous support. We’ve had
meals and groceries delivered. We’ve received countless
phone calls to check in on us and to ask after my husband’s
progress. I have received wonderful, uplifting cards and
e-mail messages. I cannot even begin to explain how much
it helps; how much it means to know that people care.
Plain and simple, people care. So, through the stress of
dealing with hospitals, the medical insurance company, the
case managers, etc., I know people care. I know I can call
any number of individuals for help if I need it and it will
be given. I know that everything happening is ordained
and that allowing despair to enter in is a wasted effort. I
have every confidence that tomorrow, and the next few
weeks, and the next few months, will unfold as God alone
knows. He is the ultimate comfort, the ultimate being that
“cares”. I know, no matter what we face, that we will all
be able to face and accept it because of His love. I do not
doubt that. I have no reason to. I will face each tomorrow
with as much excitement as possible, looking forward to
what ever is going to happen next.

The Beauty of Adoration
through the Holy Hour
at Saint John Church

From our Seminarian

Eucharistic Adoration is a beautiful practice
ctic
ct
ice in tthe
he C
Cat
Catholic
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Church, in which the people of God encounter the
fully-present God in the Most Holy Eucharist. Even though
the Covid-19 pandemic has caused an upheaval in our
daily lives, in the Chelmsford Catholic Collaborative of
Saint Mary Parish and Saint John the Evangelist Parish,
people still have the opportunity to participate in
Adoration of the Most Holy Eucharist actively.
Every Friday afternoon, at 4:30 pm in Saint John’s New
Parish Center, Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament is
displayed in a special gold monstrance, out of reverence
for His Real Presence. Because of the pandemic, the
parishioners of Saint Mary’s and Saint John’s participate
in the Holy Hour from their cars in the parking lot of St.
John Church. Nevertheless, they still have precious,
intimate silence in front of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.
This is a special time for prayer with the Lord; to adore
God with the most profound adoration, and for “heart to
heart” conversation with Christ Who is present in the Most
Holy Eucharist. Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the most
sacred and holy gift people will ever receive in this life.
Furthermore, it is extremely important that the faithful
demonstrate the same level of respect, love, and
adoration as they would if they could visibly see Him in
His human form. “O come let us adore Him,” for He truly
is present with us in the Eucharist.

Through encountering Jesus in the Most Holy Eucharist,
people grow in trust in God and rest in His peace, though
they might face physical illness, family or other social
conflicts, or lingering pain or wounds from having been
hurt or offended. Faithful adorers also experience sorrow
and regret for their sins, leading to and repentance in the
sacrament of Confession. Moreover, fear of uncertainty
about the future dissipates to those in Adoration of Christ,
as the way to navigate a difficult situation becomes
apparent.
Through silent moments with Jesus exposed in the
monstrance, people listen to what the Lord is speaking in
their heart, and they recognize what God reveals to them
and that God is with them now and always. Absolutely,
there are so many benefits to incorporating Adoration
into one’s spiritual routine. In this busy world in which
everyone is attached to their phone, it is beautiful and
necessary to spend time resting in the Lord. As Holy
Mother Church teaches,
“The Church and the world have a great need for
Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament
of love. Let us not refuse the time to go to meet Him in
adoration, in contemplation full of faith, and open to
making amends for the serious offenses and crimes of
the world. Let our adoration never cease”
-Catechism of the Catholic Church 1380

As we continue to practice social-distancing, is there a ‘thought’ or reflection that you would like to
share with us? If so, please email it to christine@chelmsfordcatholic.org.
In the subject line, please reference BULLETIN ARTICLE, and within the body of the
email, please let me know if, in addition to publishing it in the bulletin, I have your
permission to share it via Flocknote. Thanks to all who have submitted!
Keep ‘em Coming!
St. John Parishioner, Diane Colgan, submitted the following as a follow-up to her first.
Thank you, Diane for trusting us with your thoughts again.
In a previous article, I shared how God consoled me after the loss of my son Nicholas. We
adopted Nick as an infant after 9 years of marriage, surgery, early years of infertility
treatments when it wasn’t covered by health insurance and waiting on a list to adopt with Catholic Charities in Denver
for four years. We were elated to finally be parents! We were allowed to apply to adopt again when Nick turned
two and were waiting to be assigned a social worker when the Savings and Loan that Jack worked for shut down in the
economic crash of 1988. Jack accepted a position with a bank in California and we withdrew from the adoption
process in Denver. A reluctant decision on my part; I prayed that if it was God’s will, He would provide an opportunity
to adopt again in the future.

Answer To Prayer

Fast forward to 1994, after 3 additional moves we have been in Westford 3 years. After prayer and fasting, I
approach Jack about adopting again. We decide to go through Social Services to find a pre-school age girl. After
Nick’s death, I learned from our social worker that she had intended to call us on the day of his death to advise us that
the social worker of the little girl we found in Springfield would agree to work with us. This door closed because we
needed to grieve.
I have a picture of Saint Anne with a young Mary at her knee in my bedroom. Shortly after Nick’s death, I prayed to
Saint Anne to give me something to hope for; each day was a struggle to go forward. That day at morning mass, a
friend approached me with an ad from St. Anne’s Adoption Agency in Ontario, Canada that specialized in adoptions
from Guatemala! We waited a year to grieve Nick’s loss and then pursued an international adoption.
I took a position with the IRS in 1998 to pay for the adoption. We were informed that our daughter, Carolina, was
born on April 1, 1998 and the seven month process of the adoption began. Jack withdrew from his position with
BayBank when Nick died and a year later took a position with a start-up firm at a decreased salary. He was looking
for other work but nothing materialized. We were getting close to the time when we needed to go to Guatemala to
get the permission of the US Embassy to bring Carolina home and we needed to show sufficient income. I was stressed
to my limit and yelled at God in prayer after morning mass, “Show me the money”! I was talking with two friends in the
parking lot of St. John’s when in drove an armored truck! I laughed out loud; God does have a sense of humor! Jack
accepted a position with a bank and received his first paycheck the week before we went to Guatemala to bring
Carolina home. God has a plan and in His perfect time brings it about.
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you…
If you then, who are wicked know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly
Father give good things to those who ask him.” -Matthew 7:7 & 11
Catholic teaching on social justices calls us to work to
protect the dignity of all members of our one
family by confronting racism in all its forms.
During this significant time in our nation’s history, we must come together as a faith community to be
leaders in the fight against racism. This is more than simply not being racist—it is about being actively
anti-racist. It is about standing in solidarity with our sisters and brothers who have been harmed by the evil
of racism. It is about working to ensure that people of color are treated
equally in all aspects of American life.
This will not be an easy journey, but it is one we will embark on together through prayer,
listening, and responding. As a first step on this journey, the Collaborative Social Justice
Committee is organizing an event this summer to listen to the stories and experiences of members of our community with
racism. We are currently seeking people who would be willing to share their stories during this event.
If you would like to speak about your experiences during this event or are interested in learning more about the Social
Justice Committee, please email Craig at cbonaceto@gmail.com.

Rose for Life

Someone special you’d like to honor?
You can do that by having a rose
signifying your intention placed in the
church, as well as having your intention
published in the bulletin. To book a Rose for
Life, contact the parish office. The

If you would like to request that a Mass be celebrated for a
specific intention or person, please call the parish office. A
donation of $10 per Mass intention is requested to be made
at the time you schedule your intention.

suggested offering for a rose is $5.00.

This week’s St. John Rose for Life:

In Memory of Peggy Lorrey
St. John Rose provided by Anne’s Floral and Gifts
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Jeremiah 14: 17-22
Psalm 79
Matthew 13: 36-43

Jeremiah 15: 10, 16-21

Jeremiah 18: 1-6
Psalm 146
Matthew 13: 47-53

Jeremiah 26: 1-9
Psalm 69
Matthew 13: 54-58

Jeremiah 26: 11-16, 24

Isaiah 55: 1-3
Psalm 145
Romans 8: 35, 37-39
Matthew 14: 13-21

Psalm 69
Matthew 14: 1-12

May the souls
of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God,
rest in peace. Amen.
● July 21 at

St. Mary

Jeremiah 13: 1-11
Psalm [Deut 32]
Matthew 13: 31-35

Psalm 34
John 11: 19-27

Paul Brouillette
Broker Associate

Pray For Our Priests

173 Chelmsford St., Chelmsford

978-852-3001

www.homesareus.com

“There’s No Place Like Home”

MONUMENTS
MARKERS

LUZ GRANITE

Carpets • Upholstery • Steam Cleaning
Strip, Wash & Wax ALL Floor Types

1208 Gorham St., Lowell, MA

Mention bulletin for 10% off.
Call to Schedule: 978-251-8897

978-459-9799

www.luzgranite.com

www.DynamicSteamClean.com

Roark Law
Office P.C.

ST. JOSEPH
CEMETERY

Chelmsford
Dental Associates
(978) 256-2561

www.chelmsforddental.com

Annmarie Roark

D. Lawrence Fadjo, D.D.S.
John P. Pietrasik, D.D.S.
Ashim Kapur, D.D.S.

Elder Law | Medical Planning
Estate & Trust Planning | Probate
36 Years Experience
229 Billerica Rd., Chelmsford (978) 256-4167
www.aroarklaw.com

FENOCHETTI
REMODELING

Windows • Bath • Porches
Additions • Decks • Basements
Entryways • Kitchens • Repair Work
4th Generation Remodeling Co.

18 North Road, Chelmsford, MA 01824

Investment Services • Financial Planning • Insurance

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

106 Tyngsborough Road • North Chelmsford

Phone: 978-256-4700 • Fax: 978-256-4790

Asphalt Shingles • Rubber • Slate • Copper
Cedar Shingles • Synthetic Slate • Gutters
Free Estimates • Licensed & Fully Insured

pat@abcpayroll.net www.abcpayroll.net

Payroll

227 Chelmsford Street • Chelmsford, MA 01824

ken@cpfinancialadvisors.com • mark@cpfinancialadvisors.com
Securities and Advisory Services Offered Through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA\SIPC

(978) 250-7300

Patricia DeFreitas, Owner

978-251-3003 ext 204

Since 1964

Maureen Howe

Princeton Corporate Centre • 1115 Westford St. • Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 452-2500 • www.Anstisscpa.com

1 Chelmsford St., Chelmsford, MA

Shannon Anderson - Broker/Owner

(978) 710-7490
www.yourway.realestate

(978) 458-4851

David Fenochetti CSL #58149 HIC#159334
Office: 978-256-8150 Cell: 508-265-6775
www.fenochettiremodeling

Mon. - Thurs. 7 - 9 • Fri. 7 - 8 • Sat. 7 - 4

Mark Lefebvre, CLU, ChFC
Kenneth Lefebvre, CLU, ChFC, CFP

6 Boston Rd., Unit 101 • Chelmsford

Katherine R. Tyros, D.M.D.
Randal S. Parradee, D.M.D.
Himanshu Shah, D.M.D.

96 Riverneck Rd.
E. Chelmsford, MA 01824-2942

Audit, Tax and Advisory Services

ARE YOU LIVING A LIFE WELL PLANNED?
LET US HELP YOU STAY ON COURSE.
®

Mary Jo Metro
®

®

®

CFP , AAMS , CRPC , CRPS , MBA,

199 Chelmsford Street • Chelmsford, MA

Financial Advisor

978-250-8855

17 North Rd., Chelmsford, MA 01824

www.benchmarkseniorliving.com

(978) 710-5401

REALTOR®, MLS Parishioner

Cell 978-697-1536

www.MaureenHowe.com
MaureenHowe@verizon.net

JOANN B WYNKOOP

MA Certified General R.E. Appraiser #75350

978-866-7599

jbwynkoop@affinityappraisals.com
affinityappraisals.com
119 Drum Hill Road #187
Chelmsford, MA 01824

Mary Moloney
REALTOR

LICENSED IN MA & NH

Annette DeBisz, Realtor®

Feel free to contact me today

MaryJo.Metro@RaymondJames.com
www.METROFinancialStrategies.com

"Devoted Realtor, Wife, & Mom."
978-337-9269 | adebisz@kw.com | Chelmsford, MA

978-337-0159
mamoloney@kw.com

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. member of FINRA/SIPC. METRO Financial Strategies is not a registered broker/dealer, and is independent of
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Investment Advisory Services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Certified Financial Planner Board of
Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®. CERTIFIED FINANCIALPLANNER™, CFP in the U.S., which it awards to individuals who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial
and ongoing certification requirements

KIRAH Fashions

Custom Dressmaking,
Alterations & Home Textiles
“ When no one else has
what you want, I'll make
it for you.”

Call Rae Russo at 978-505-4589

Please Contact Me Anytime!

CELL: 978-337-2915

Because, Your Move Matters!!

20 Drum Hill Road
656-5585
185 Littleton Road
442-5588
www.josephslandscaping.net

(978)256-2658 Cell: (978)821-4158

Got Faith in Your Finances?

In bull markets, people lose their fear; In bear
markets, people lose their faith. It can be a long,
arduous journey. We can help guide you through it.

Who is your trusted family advisor?
Larry Eppolito, MBA

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™
President, EFS
One Meeting House Rd. Suite 14
Chelmsford, MA 01824

(978)-455-7799

Larry.Eppolito@RaymondJames.com
www.EppolitoFinancial.com

EPPOLITO

LICENSED IN MA & NH

FINANCIAL STRATEGIES

karlamiller@kw.com

JOSEPH HEIDER, Owner

QualityHomesbyKarlaMiller.KWRealty.com

Walls • Walkways • Patios
Irrigation • Drainage Work

Eppolito Financial Strategies, LLC. is not a registered broker/dealer, and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services Securities
offered through Raymond James Financial Services Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisory Services offered through Raymond
James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP(R), CERTIFIED
FINANCIAL PLANNER(tm) and federally registered CFP (with flame design) in the U.S., which it awards to individuals who successfully
complete CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certification requirements.

KARLA MILLER

REALTOR®, TOP PRODUCER
Each office independently
owned and operated

Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale • kcarnevale@4lpi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6333
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info@aplusautobody110.com
aplusautobody110.com
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Gary Yip

President

Lic. # 014253
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