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"Where Jesus is the Heart of everything we do." 
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Our Lady Queen of  Hope Award  

This coming Spring, during the 2022 Virtual Women’s 
Conference,  the Norwich Diocesan Women’s Conference 

Committee will vote on and name the recipient of the second 
annual Our Lady Queen of Hope Award.  This award honors a 

woman in the diocese for her vision and leadership in the Catholic 
Church.  She displays strong faith, and is committed to living out 
Catholic values, displaying leadership, love and service, and has 

been a part of successful initiatives that benefit the Church and has 
helped to move parish communities forward.  You can nominate a 

woman of the Norwich diocese for this award by visiting 
www.norwichdiocese.org and downloading the nomination form 

or contacting Marianne at manicholas@norwichdiocese.net  
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Diocese of Norwich 

Office of the Bishop 

201 Broadway 

Norwich, Connecticut  06360 

(860) 887-9294 

 

       

MOST REVEREND 

   MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.      

 

Christmas Message 2021 

 

"And the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us, and 

we saw His glory, 

        the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth." 
 

  (John 1:14) 
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

These words speak to us, in a beautifully poetic way, of our Lord’s 

miraculous gift of Himself – a gift which He gave to the world when He 

humbly took flesh and was born in the simple manger in Bethlehem.  

 

The gift, the true meaning of the Christmas event, is that the Lord, the 

Eternal Word and Son of God the Father, became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us. The mystery and miracle of our Lord’s Incarnation 

stands at the very heart of our Catholic faith. It is the source of our hope. 

God’s great love and mercy, as proclaimed in the Gospel message, began 

with the birth of a child who would grow, teach us the truth of the Gospel, 

and ultimately offer His very life in sacrifice, providing for those who 

believe in Him the tremendous grace to share eternal life with God and all 

the saints in heaven. 
 

May we never forget this miraculous gift of God’s love.  
 

Our annual celebration of the Lord’s Nativity provides an important 

reminder to us of the true depth of the love that He continues to pour forth 

upon each of us and our world. The opportunity to encounter the same 

Lord Jesus who was born in the manger in Bethlehem but is now risen 

and glorified – who again humbles Himself to become present to us, 

Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity – is now found in the Most Holy 

Eucharist. Intimately tied to our Lord’s Incarnation, the gift of the Most 

Holy Eucharist is the mystery by which He continues to make his 

dwelling among us here and now. 
 

Sadly, as multiple surveys conducted in recent years have shown, belief in 

the true and real presence of the Lord in the Most Holy Eucharist has 

declined significantly, even among those who self-identify as Catholics 

and who attend Mass regularly. This disturbing trend should be a cause of 

great concern for us all, but we must not lose hope! 
 

In response to these trends, the Bishops of the United States have recently 

approved a catechetical document on the Most Holy Eucharist that is 

being prepared for publication in the new year. Plans for a national 

Eucharistic revival have also been approved. More information about 

these two initiatives will be forthcoming. It is my hope that they will 

reawaken and reinvigorate our understanding of this great gift of the 

Lord’s presence in the most Holy Eucharist. In the meantime, let us pray 

with greater fervor throughout this Christmas season that these initiatives 

will be successful and that we will never take the miraculous gift of our 

Lord’s birth, or of His abiding presence among us in the Most Holy 

Eucharist for granted.  

 

May you, your families and loved ones have a truly merry Christmas and 

a New Year filled with God’s blessings! 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

 

 

 

Michael R. Coty 

Bishop of Norwich 

Sacred Heart  and St. Mary, Mother of the Redeemer  

 

Christmas 2021 

 

Dear Parishioners, Friends and Neighbors,  
On this Christmas Eve Day, we celebrate the end of Advent and 
beginning of the glorious Christmas Season. On this day, the 
Church presents us with the gospel scene entitled, “The 
Visitation”, the meeting of Mary and Elizabeth.  Elizabeth had 
conceived a son.  She and her husband Zechariah, were advanced 
in years and yet he was told through the Angel Gabriel that they 
would bear a son who would become the forerunner of the 
Messiah.  It would be his task to prepare the people for the coming 
of the Messiah.  Mary had just been visited by the Angel Gabriel 
and was told that she would become the Mother of God.  She was 
disturbed because she was not married, though she was engaged to 
Joseph.  The Angel told Mary that the power of the Most High 
would overshadow her and the offspring would be called Son of 
God.  As soon as this visit to Mary was completed, Sacred 
Scripture tells us that Mary proceeded in haste to be with her 
cousin Elizabeth and assist her in the final days of her pregnancy.  
Upon arriving there, this scene takes place. In these two women, 
Mary and Elizabeth, we are given perfect examples of how each of 
us should welcome the Savior of the world.  
Elizabeth greets Mary with great joy, deep faith and profound 
mystery.  She speaks for every person who has been touched by 
God, visited by God.  “Who am I that the Mother of my Lord 
should come to me? The moment your greeting sounded in my ear, 
the babe in my womb leapt for joy.”  Elizabeth is filled with Faith 
as she receives Mary into her home.  In spite of her questioning, 
she responds with tremendous gratitude, joy and faith.   
“The Mother of My Lord” indicates that something tremendous is 
happening in the life of Mary.  Mary, too, is filled with faith.  “My 
being proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit finds joy in 
God my Savior.”  This is the beginning of the famous 
“Magnificat” and becomes Mary’s prayer of faith for her and for 
us at Christmas. 
Neither woman looks only to themselves for a response to this 
profound mystery which is unfolding before them.  They are the 
grateful  recipients of the presence of God, the visit of God to 
them.  They reach out to each other and thus, to the world.  God 
has come to them; God has visited them; God is with them; and 
they know it. 
The same must be true for ourselves.  God comes to us, God visits 
us,  God is with us during this beautiful Christmas season.  
Welcome Him, share Him with your loved ones and friends.  Open 
your hearts to His presences and joy.  Receive Him and be 
overpowered by Him, and then share Him with others.  Come join 
our faith filled family for Christmas this year at Sacred Heart and 
St. Mary, Mother of the Redeemer Churches.  
 
In the peace of Christ, 

  
Very Rev. Brian J. Converse  Rev. Brian Maxwell 

Pastor     Parochial Vicar 



145 Leonard Drive
Groton, CT 06340

(860) 445-5660
www.lutherfence.com

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Mary, Groton, CT 03-0770

Mystic
Funeral Home

Family Owned & Operated
Stephen M. King • Director
Route 1 • Mystic, CT. 06355

860.536.2888
www.mysticfuneralhome.com

NUTMEG BUILDING &
REMODELING LLC

Denise M Nott, CGR, CAPS, CGP
Owner

860-572-9606 (o)
860-449-4641 (c)

07,08,09,12,16 BAEC Remodeler of the Year
HIC # 0621850, NHC # 0013167, RI # 194372690

HIC. 0635801

Michael Hodge
69 Gales Ferry Road • Groton, CT 06340

The only number you need for all your 
yard improvement dreams

860-884-5634 | Hodge487@aol.com

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
GRAND WINE & SPIRIT

DISCOUNT LIQUOR STORES

GRAND I
860-445-0598

at
Big Y Plaza

Groton

GRAND II
860-445-1044

at Super
Stop & Shop Plaza

Groton

HCA#0001399

America’s Choice in Home Care

Specializing in Live-In
and 24 Hour Care! 

Flexible Hourly Care Available

860.446.2273
www.visitingangels.com/groton

Contact Lisa Elliott
to place an ad today! 

lelliott@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6284 

‘Every 7 years, all debts are to be 
cancelled in honor of the Lord’

-Deuteronomy Chapter 15-
Dave Falvey, Attorney

Free Consultation

860-449-1510 • Groton, CT 
Consumer Bankruptcy Specialist
Email: dave@actionadvocacy.com
www.actionadvocacy.com

520 Gold Star Hwy Rt 184 • Groton, CT

Dine In • Take Out • Catering
860.448.3080  |  860.448.3081

COMOLLI
GRANITE COMPANY

Corner Route 3 & Chase Hill
Ashaway Road, Westerly

401-377-2530
Monuments • Steps

Mantles • Sandblasting • Lettering
www.comolligraniteinc.com

Ellen “ET” Fox
Broker Associate, ABR, GRI

Ellen’s Sellin’ - Call Her Now !!Ellen’s Sellin’ - Call Her Now !!
860-235-8333
ellenetfox@comcast.net
80 Stonington Rd., Mystic

Morin Associates is an independently owned insurance 
agency in Groton. We offer a variety of products and services 

to our clients, and specialize in the following areas: 
MEDICARE/SOCIAL SECURITY PLANNING

WEALTH MANAGEMENT • RETIREMENT PLANNING
We work our absolute hardest to give you a sound

 financial strategy for your future.

(860) 448-2277  |  morinassociates.com



WHITE EAGLE
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS LLC

Edward J. Majkowski CISSP MCSE
Owner/PC Security Expert

1 Lema Rd, Mystic, CT 06355
(860) 460-4999

whiteeaglecomputer@gmail.com
Mention Ad & Get A Discount!

www.dinotofuneral.com

   860-536-2685
Family Owned 

Offering Traditional and Cremation Services
17 Pearl Street - Historic Downtown Mystic

(2 Blocks West of Mystic Drawbridge)

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Mary, Groton, CT 03-0770

Byles - MacDougall
Funeral service, inc.

Operating
Byles Groton Memorial Home - 310 Thames St., Groton
Byles Memorial Home - 99 Huntington St., New London

Telephone Both Homes 860-442-0343
Visit us at www.byles.com

106 Main Street, Westerly, RI
Open Everyday 7am-10pm • 401-596-2054

14 Clara Drive, Mystic, CT
Open Everyday 7am-10pm • 860-536-2054

Serving Southern RI And Eastern CT
Industrial 

Residential - Commercial
Fire Alarms & Generators

401-596-7799

OFFICE: 401.596.8917
61 Springbrook Rd. / Westerly, RI

info@edfrenchpaving.com
www.frenchpaving.com

CORE COUNSELING of  
CONNECTICUT

Hypnotherapy & HypnoBirthing®

the Mongan Method

860-400-2241
www.corecounselingct.com

Flynn Plumbing and Heating
Residential and Commercial

Joseph Flynn, Owner

860-445-4439
Flynnplumbing@aol.com

37 Lewis Street Groton, CT 06340

(860) 440-7444
980 Poquonnock Rd, Groton, CT 06340

www.Lcmedsupply.com

 Serving old  Serving old 
 friends and friends and
 making  making 

 New Smiles New Smiles
  in Groton  in Groton

491 Gold Star Highway, Ste 300

GROTON
(860) 516-6934

www.goldstar.dental


