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"Where Jesus is the Heart of everything we do." 
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 Can you help new parents who are struggling? Requests for our services 

                        continue to be overwhelming and we are quickly running 

                        out of resources for our Pregnancy / Parenting program. 

                        We are in need of  diapers sizes 5 & 6, wipes, bottles & 

                         baby toiletries. If you are in a position to help, please drop 

                        off donations at our locations in Norwich, New London  

                        and Willimantic or call 860-889-8346 for more info. 

Thank you for your prayers and support. Our clients thank you as well; 

                                  “I thank God for you all” - DM 
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Diocese of Norwich 

Office of the Bishop 

201 Broadway 

Norwich, Connecticut 06360 

(860) 887-9294 

      MOST REVEREND 

   MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.   

       

    January 5, 2022 

 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

 

 "Equality begins in the Womb." This is the theme for the 49th annual 

March for Life which will be held on January 21, 2022, in Washington, D.C.  

 

 January 22, 2022, marks 49 years since the landmark Supreme Court 

decision legalizing (Roe v. Wade) abortion in the United States. According to 

the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, January 22nd is a particular day 

of prayer and penance called the "Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 

Unborn Children." It notes: "In all the Dioceses of the United States of 

America, January 22 (or January23, when January 22 falls on a Sunday) shall 

be observed as a particular day of prayer for the full restoration of the legal 

guarantee of the right to life and of penance for violations to the dignity of the 

human person committed through acts of abortion." 

 

 Scripture affirms the life and dignity of the unborn child. In Jeremiah 1:4

-5, we read: "The Word of the Lord came to me: Before I formed you in the 

womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the 

nations I appointed you." King David, in his Psalms, notes: "You formed my 

inmost being; you knit me in my mother's womb. I praise you because I am 

wonderfully made; wonderful are your works! My very self you know. My 

bones are not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, fashioned in 

the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw me unformed; in your book all are 

written down; my days were shaped, before one came to be." (Psalms 139: 13-

16) The catechism of the Catholic Church is clear in its defense of the unborn. 

It states: "Human life must be respected and protected absolutely from the 

moment of conception. From the first moment of his existence, a human being 

must be recognized as having the rights of a person -- among which is the 

inviolable right of every innocent being to life... since the first century of the 

church has affirmed the moral evil of every procured abortion.  This teaching 

has not changed and remains unchangeable." (Catechism #2270-71). 

 

 Why is the church so firm in its defense of the unborn? A civil society 

cannot stand if its weakest, most vulnerable members are not protected. The 

catechism states, quoting Donum Vitae: "The moment a positive law deprives 

a category of human beings of the protection which civil legislation ought to 

afford them, the state is denying the equality of all before the law. When the 

state does not place its power at the service of the rights of each citizen, and in 

particular of the more vulnerable, the very foundations a state based on law 

were undermined." Saint John Paul II also argues that a civil society cannot be 

maintained if the rights of the unborn are not protected. He notes in 

Evangelium Vitae: "Really what we have here is only the tragic caricature of 

legality; the democratic ideal, which is only truly such when it acknowledges 

and safeguards the dignity of every human person, is betrayed in its very 

foundations; how is it possible to speak of the dignity of every human person 

when the killing of the weakest and most innocent is permitted? In the name 

of what justice is the most unjust of discriminations practiced; some 

individuals are held to be deserving of defense and others are denied that 

dignity? When this happens, the process leading to the breakdown of a 

genuinely human co-existence and the disintegration of the state itself has 

already begun." (EV, 20) 

 

 We must pray to heal the culture. Healing the culture begins with a 

respect for life in its most vulnerable moments. There are many points of light. 

I think of the crisis pregnancy centers that offer material, emotional, and 

spiritual support to women facing an unexpected pregnancy. I think of the 

work of the Sisters of Life in New York who offer healing retreats for women 

who have had abortions and the many faithful in our diocese who work so 

untiringly to build a culture of life. Thank you for our important work. 

"Equality begins in the womb." Together let us both work together for a more 

just society -- a society that recognizes and affirms the equality and gifts of the 

most vulnerable in our midst--the unborn. 

       

   Sincerely yours in Christ, 

     

   Bishop of Norwich 
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145 Leonard Drive
Groton, CT 06340

(860) 445-5660
www.lutherfence.com

	 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 St. Mary, Groton, CT	 03-0770

Mystic
Funeral Home

Family Owned & Operated
Stephen M. King • Director
Route 1 • Mystic, CT. 06355

860.536.2888
www.mysticfuneralhome.com

NUTMEG BUILDING &
REMODELING LLC

Denise M Nott, CGR, CAPS, CGP
Owner

860-572-9606 (o)
860-449-4641 (c)

07,08,09,12,16 BAEC Remodeler of the Year
HIC # 0621850, NHC # 0013167, RI # 194372690

HIC. 0635801

Michael Hodge
69 Gales Ferry Road • Groton, CT 06340

The only number you need for all your 
yard improvement dreams

860-884-5634 | Hodge487@aol.com

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
GRAND WINE & SPIRIT

DISCOUNT LIQUOR STORES

GRAND I
860-445-0598

at
Big Y Plaza

Groton

GRAND II
860-445-1044

at Super
Stop & Shop Plaza

Groton

HCA#0001399

America’s Choice in Home Care

Specializing in Live-In
and 24 Hour Care! 

Flexible Hourly Care Available

860.446.2273
www.visitingangels.com/groton

Contact Lisa Elliott
to place an ad today! 

lelliott@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6284 

‘Every 7 years, all debts are to be 
cancelled in honor of the Lord’

-Deuteronomy Chapter 15-
Dave Falvey, Attorney

Free Consultation

860-449-1510 • Groton, CT 
Consumer Bankruptcy Specialist
Email: dave@actionadvocacy.com
www.actionadvocacy.com

Ellen “ET” Fox
Broker Associate, ABR, GRI

Ellen’s Sellin’ - Call Her Now !!Ellen’s Sellin’ - Call Her Now !!
860-235-8333
ellenetfox@comcast.net
80 Stonington Rd., Mystic

Morin Associates is an independently owned insurance 
agency in Groton. We offer a variety of products and services 

to our clients, and specialize in the following areas: 
MEDICARE/SOCIAL SECURITY PLANNING

WEALTH MANAGEMENT • RETIREMENT PLANNING
We work our absolute hardest to give you a sound

 financial strategy for your future.

(860) 448-2277  |  morinassociates.com



WHITE EAGLE
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS LLC

Edward J. Majkowski CISSP MCSE
Owner/PC Security Expert

1 Lema Rd, Mystic, CT 06355
(860) 460-4999

whiteeaglecomputer@gmail.com
Mention Ad & Get A Discount! www.dinotofuneral.com

   860-536-2685
Family Owned 

Offering Traditional and Cremation Services
17 Pearl Street - Historic Downtown Mystic

(2 Blocks West of Mystic Drawbridge)

	 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 St. Mary, Groton, CT	 03-0770

Byles - MacDougall
Funeral Service, Inc.

Operating
Byles Groton Memorial Home - 310 Thames St., Groton
Byles Memorial Home - 99 Huntington St., New London

Telephone Both Homes 860-442-0343
Visit us at www.byles.com

106 Main Street, Westerly, RI
Open Everyday 7am-10pm • 401-596-2054

14 Clara Drive, Mystic, CT
Open Everyday 7am-10pm • 860-536-2054

Serving Southern RI And Eastern CT
Industrial 

Residential - Commercial
Fire Alarms & Generators

401-596-7799

OFFICE: 401.596.8917
61 Springbrook Rd. / Westerly, RI

info@edfrenchpaving.com
www.frenchpaving.com

CORE COUNSELING of  
CONNECTICUT

Hypnotherapy & HypnoBirthing®

the Mongan Method

860-400-2241
www.corecounselingct.com

Flynn Plumbing and Heating
Residential and Commercial

Joseph Flynn, Owner

860-445-4439
Flynnplumbing@aol.com

37 Lewis Street Groton, CT 06340

(860) 440-7444
980 Poquonnock Rd, Groton, CT 06340

www.Lcmedsupply.com

	 Serving old 	 Serving old 
	 friends and	 friends and
	 making 	 making 

	 New Smiles	 New Smiles
	  in Groton	  in Groton

491 Gold Star Highway, Ste 300

GROTON
(860) 516-6934

www.goldstar.dental

520 Gold Star Hwy Rt 184 • Groton, CT

Dine In • Take Out • Catering
860.448.3080  |  860.448.3081

COMOLLI
GRANITE COMPANY

Corner Route 3 & Chase Hill
Ashaway Road, Westerly

401-377-2530
Monuments • Steps

Mantles • Sandblasting • Lettering
www.comolligraniteinc.com

860-857-5165
BridgetMorrissey.com • Bridgetamorrissey@gmail.com

BRIDGET
MORRISSEY

Your Community Realtor!	 FULL AUTOMOTIVE
	 SERVICE CENTER
	 860-448-0058
609 Long Hill Rd, Groton, CT


