


MISSION STATEMENT  
 

Saint Mary of the Annunciation is a Roman Catholic Christian Community centered around the Eucharist, 
welcoming all, while growing through faith and stewardship. 

ST. MARY OF THE ANNUNCIATION PARISH  

EUCHARISTIC LITURGY 
Saturday (Vigil)                              4:00 pm 

Sunday                        7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 am 
 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday         9:00 am 

                (Lower Church Chapel)  

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Baptisms are celebrated monthly at 1:00 pm.  A Baptism class is held for 
all new parents and godparents on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7:30 pm in the Parish Center.  To schedule your Baptism or for more 

information, please call Lisa Hudson at the Rectory. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Please call the Parish Office to schedule an appointment to begin the 
preparation process and to confirm a date and time for your wedding.  

This process should begin at least six months in advance of the desired 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
If you would like to receive the Sacrament of the Sick prior to hospital 

admission or any other reason, please contact the Rectory. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 3:00-3:45 pm or call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Fridays after the 9:00 am Mass until Noon in the Lower Church Chapel. 

ROSARY FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm in the Parish Center Chapel. 

ST. MARY OF THE ANNUNCIATION PARISH  

ST. MARY SCHOOL 
 

4 Myrtle Street, Melrose, MA 02176 
 

School Website: 
www.stmaryschoolmelrose.org 
School Office: 781-665-5037 

46 Myrtle Street, Melrose, MA 02176 

Parish Website: www.stmarysmelrose.org 

Parish Office: 781-665-0152  
Fax: 781-665-2750 

Hours: 9:00am—4:00pm, Monday—Friday 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Rev. Shawn Allen 
Pastor 

 

Rev. Charles Hughes 
In Residence 

 

Rev. John Janko, SDB 
Weekend Assistant 

 

Ms. Marge Keohane 
Operations Manager 

marjk50@comcast.net 
 

Mr. Christopher Beza 
Principal, St. Mary’s School 

781-665-5037 
mr.beza@stmaryschoolmelrose.org 

 

Mrs. Janine Hanley 
Mrs. Linda Simko 

Directors of Religious Education 
781-590-4948 

stmarysreled.dre@gmail.com 
 

Mrs. Paula Lowell 
Music Director 

Plowell88@gmail.com 
 

Mrs. Lisa Hudson 
Parish & Religious Education Secretary   

Lisahudson21@comcast.net 
 

Mrs. Jaclyn Meehan 
Confirmation Coordinator 

stmarysyouthformation@gmail.com 
 

Mr. George Riley 
Maintenance Supervisor 

617-834-6670 



Saint Mary Parish, Melrose, MA 

WELCOME TO ST. MARY’S! 
If you are visiting and looking for a spiritual home, we welcome you to our 

Saint Mary of the Annunciation Parish Community. 
We hope that you find the worship and liturgy uplifting and an encouragement to your faith. 

We invite you to participate in the life of our parish.  
Whatever your age or walk of life, we want this parish to be your spiritual home. 

We are a community centered on excellent liturgy, helping people of all ages grow in  
relationship with Jesus, and welcoming all. 

Please introduce yourself to one of the priests after Mass. We want to know you and serve you.  

Please pray for those 
who are ill and 
especially for 

Maureen McIsaac 
Stephen McFarland 

Ellie & Paul Pistorino 
William Doherty 
Robert Nobrega 

Patricia DeGaravilla 
George Riley 

 

Our Sanctuary Lamp is  
lit in memory of  

David J Guarino 

Please pray for our 
recently deceased loved 

ones  
 
 

We pray in a special way 
for whatever reason. 

We pray for all those who 
are lonely, 

for those who have no one to 
pray for them, 

and we pray for one 
another.  

Saturday, December 28 
4:00 pm                    Mario Modica   
 

Sunday, December 29 
7:30  am                Saint Mary Parishioners          
9:30 am                       Alfred Menesale 
11:30 am                  David J Guarino 
 

Saturday, January 4 
4:00 pm                    Donald Sweeney 
 

Sunday, January 5 
7:30  am                Beatriz San Juan Gomez  
9:30 am            Leda, Giulio & Bianca Sciarra 
11:30 am                     David Picardi 

REFLECTION 
FOR  

DECEMBER 29, 
2019 

 
 

     “‘Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and 
stay there until I tell you.’” 725 kilometers. That’s the dis-
tance on modern roads from Bethlehem to Cairo. Assuming 
one covered 40km a day on foot — ambitious for two young 
parents and their infant son — the journey would take well 
over two weeks. Of course, the Holy Family didn’t have 
modern roads. They would travel through wilderness, fear 
bandits, run low on water, and cross the vast Sinai Peninsu-
la in a reverse of their forefathers in Exodus. Here, in strug-
gle and sacrifice, are the beginnings of the forging of the 
Holy Family. 

     “Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by night 
and departed for Egypt. He stayed there until the death of 
Herod.” Large Jewish communities existed in most major 
cities of the ancient Mediterranean world, after the collapse 
of their kingdoms chronicled in the Old Testament, and Jo-
seph could likely find work as a carpenter. All the same, to-
day’s Gospel reminds us that the first formational years of 
Jesus as a babe-in-arms were spent in a strange land. The 
members of the Holy Family were foreigners, outsiders, im-
migrants.  
     The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. God took on 
our humanity. He is in solidarity with our own trials and diffi-
culties. On the feast of the Holy Family, we honor the spe-
cial place of the family within society. We are invited, too, to 
recall those families who share in the struggles of the Holy 
Family in a particular way. We pray for immigrants, asylum 
seekers, and refugees. We pray for all parents who sacrifice 
their own well-being and comfort so their children may have 
a better life.                                                                        ©LPi 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
January 1, 2020          Holy Day of Obligation 

 

Mass Schedule 
4 pm on New Year’s Eve, December 31 

9 am on holyday, New Year’s Day, January 1.  



The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  

Readings for December 29, 2019 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 

First Reading                                    Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14  
Responsorial Psalm   Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 
Second Reading                    Colossians 3:12-21  
Gospel                                           Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
 

The example of the Holy Family can be summed up in the 
words of today’s second reading.  They were clothed in 
“heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one anoth-
er…”  This feast offers all families the inspiration and en-
couragement to make these values an essential part of 
each relationship, conversation and interaction with one an-
other. Pray in a special way today for all parents, grandpar-
ents, and guardians as they strive to make their families 
holy.  
 

Readings for January 5, 2020 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

First Reading                                    Sirach  
Responsorial Psalm   Psalm  
Second Reading                    Colossians  
Gospel                                           Matthew  
 

We know this story so well it is a good example of persever-
ance.  The Magi were determined to follow the star - 
“overjoyed at seeing the star. . . and on entering the house 
they saw the child with Mary his mother... and did him hom-
age.”  Our culture urges us to follow a lot of “stars” these 
days:  sports stars, rock stars, movie stars, stars famous for 
any number of reasons.  But the question is, do they lead us 
to Christ?  Maybe it’s time to take a lesson from the Magi 
and look for Christ.  These other “stars” will come and go 
but Jesus Christ will never leave us!      

Sgt Paul Consoli, US Army 
Major Martin Forrest, USMC 

LtCol Steven Gerardi, US Army 
Cpl Matthew Gregorio, USMC 

Pvt Michael Butler, USMC 
L/Cpl Daniel Morelli, USMC 

Sgt Brian Crawford, US Army 
LtCol Bernard Banks, US Army 

H.C. Evan Carroll, USN 
Sgt Patrick Briatico, USMC 

E3 James E. Wilson, US Army 
AB Dan Munday, USAF 

SR Patrick Casey, USCG 
Cpl Kevin J. Doherty, USMC  
Cpl Cam DeCroteau, USMC  

SPC Bradford Saunders, US Army 
Major Eric DiNoto, US Army 

Aft Devon Emery, USAF 

Lt Patrick Forrest, USMC 
Cpl Mark Gregorio, USMC 

L/Cpl Jare Wimberly, USMC 
LtCol McGregor, USMC 

SPC James LaCroix, US Army 
WO James Pappa, US Army 
SS Jessica Rainwater, USAF 

S/F Justin E. O'Brien, US Army 
Lt J/G Quincy King II, USAF 
Lt John R Moreschi Jr., USN 
Cpt Daniel J. Parker, USAF 
Sgt Mickhail Jean, US Army  
Sgt Jacob Pezzini, US Army 

Cpl Michael Igo, USMC 
Sgt Sean D. Mooney, ARNG 
L/Cpl Michael Baker, USMC 

Pfc Matthew Hanley, US Army 

Please pray that God will watch over 
and safeguard our men and women 

serving in the military.   
We thank you for your service. 

All of us at Saint Mary’s Religious Education would like to wish you a Blessed Christmas and a Joyous New Year!   
See you in 2020!  Classes will resume next Sunday, January 5th and Tuesday, January 7th  

GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION UPDATE 
 

     I want to thank all the parish families who have contribut-
ed to this year’s Grand Annual Appeal.  Your support and 
generosity are gratefully appreciated. 
     The Grand Annual is an important part of our annual reve-
nue and necessary to cover the day-to-day operating ex-
penses.  To date, we have received $53, 572 toward our 
goal of $75,000.  If every parish family makes a donation as 
their means allow, we will have another successful Grand 
Annual!   
     Your donation may be made in installments if that’s more 
convenient for you.  We ask every parishioner consider a 
gift as your means allow.  You may also make a one-time 
gift online on our website (stmarysmelrose.org).  Please be 
sure to choose “Grand Annual” as the fund for your 
gift.  Thank you. 

SAINT MARY MOMS’ GROUP 
 

Come join the mom's group at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church. We’ll be meeting at 9am 
on Fridays if anyone would like to join us. 
The aim of the group is to gather for catho-
lic discussions, bible study, prayer and so-

cialization while having little ones play alongside. If you're a 
working mom, we will do a meeting once a quarter with just 
moms in the evenings. If you are interested in joining please 
email me at allisonbuchheit@gmail.com. 

Make it a Family Affair! 
 

     We need kids of all ages and/
or families to bring the Gifts to the 
Altar at the 9:30 Family 
Mass.  Please just “take our fish” 

from the table at the back of the Church and let an usher 
know you will bring the Gifts to the Altar.  This will let every-
one know that someone is already set to bring the Gifts to 
the Altar.  When you go back to get the Gifts just return our 
Fish!  Please make sure you return our Fish! 
     This is especially a great idea for our young people who 
have recently received or will be receiving the Sacraments 
of Reconciliation, Holy Eucharist and Confirmation this year 
as they can play another important role and be more active-
ly involved in the Celebration of the Mass. 



December 29, 2019 

SAINT MARY PARISH  
CONFIRMATION PROGRAM  

 

Sunday January 5
th 

- Family Mass *More details to follow 
Tuesday January 7

th
  - Grade 10 Retreat 4:45pm-9pm 

*More details to follow 

Grade 9  4:00-5:00   Grade 10A  5:15-6:45   Grade 10B  7:00-8:15 
 

Please contact our Coordinator, Jaclyn Meehan for any 
questions     Email—stmarysyouthformation@gmail.com 

The Passion Play of Christ in Oberammergau & Shrines of Central Europe 
Fr. Liias & Fr. Armano, Spiritual Directors          August 10-19, 2020 

 

We still have some spaces available for the Pilgrimage to Oberammergau & Central Europe. The Passion Play only performs every 10 years, so reserve 
your spot now! Deadline for registration is March 10, 2020. For more information or to obtain a brochure, please contact Cathy DiPirro at 781-307-2474 
or email: Catherinedipirro@msn.com      

ONLINE GIVING – DOWNLOAD THE 
“CONNECTNOW GIVING” APP! 

Did you know you can get the online giving app on your Ap-
ple or Android phone?   Just go to the app store and search 
for “ConnectNow Giving” and select “Get”.   You will need 
to enter the zip code for St. Mary’s. 
The app will be added to your phone.  You can then go in 
and sign up for a new account,  make changes to your ex-
isting account or make an online donation during the Offer-
tory while the basket is being passed.  You may also sched-
ule a recurring monthly donation if you choose.   Once your 
basic information is entered, you can make donations at any 
time. 
We are hoping to expand our base of online givers.  During 
the winter months, our attendance is lighter due to weather 
issues, flu season, snowbirds, and other reasons.  When 
attendance is down, the offertory is down!  You can set up 
your own account and make changes whenever needed.   
Some parishioners have mentioned feeling a little uncom-
fortable not placing anything in the basket when it is passed 
at Mass.  No need to worry about this.  By not placing a do-
nation in the basket, you are simply choosing a more con-
venient way to give that works for you.  We currently have 
more than 150 families who give online so that’s why you 
may notice many do not drop a donation in the basket.  Our 
goal is to have 250 families within the next year.  
If you do not use a computer, you can still set up an account 
by calling the rectory.  You also can arrange with your bank 
to have checks mailed directly to Saint Mary’s each 
month.  We have several families who contribute this way. 
Whatever way you choose to give, we are most grateful for 
your support and commitment.   Saint Mary’s is blessed with 
a stable financial base and no debt…..and we hope this 
continues well into the future.  Thank you for your continued 
generosity! 

Melrose Knights of Columbus  
Welcomes New Members 

Melrose Council #128 is a Catholic men’s 
organization committed to charitable giving, 

unity, fraternity and patriotism.  We are locat-
ed at 23 West Foster Street with a beautiful 

function hall and members’ lounge. Our members are main-
ly from St. Mary’s, Incarnation and Most Blessed Sacrament 
parishes, but we also welcome members from neighboring 
towns and parishes. We are a very active Council with over 
15 new members joining us or transferring in during the past 

2 years. 
     If you are interested in becoming a Knight or would like 
to learn more, check out our local and national websites and 
contact Brian to set up some time to talk. 
 

http://www.melrosekofc.org/                    http://www.kofc.org/  
Brian Elenbaas, Membership Director 
brian_elenbaas@yahoo.com 

“QUICK GIVE” ONLINE GIVING 
     In this age of technology, we oftentimes don’t carry cash 
or our checkbook with us when attending Mass.  Not a prob-
lem!   
     Would you like to make a donation online to Saint Mary’s 
without setting up a donor account?  Just go to our website 
home page and click on the “New and Improved Online Giv-
ing” icon.   
     Choose “Offertory” as the fund (or a different fund if you 
prefer), enter the amount and follow the instructions regard-
ing payment.  American Express, Mastercard or Visa cards 
are accepted.  Do not click on “recurring gift” if you are mak-
ing a one-time donation.   If you want to sign up for recurring 
donations, please click the “recurring gift” box to create an 
account.   
     If you have any questions, please call the rectory at 781-
665-0152.  Thank you. 



Saint Mary of the Annunciation School and PTO News 

Visit the St Mary’s School Website    
www.stmaryschoolmelrose.org 

www.facebook.com/stmaryschoolmelrose 

MISSION STATEMENT   
 

Saint Mary of the Annunciation School is a Catholic commu-
nity of learners living the way of Christ. We instill disciple-
ship, integrity and academic excellence in a safe, caring 

environment. Our mission is to educate faith-filled leaders 
for the future. 

PTO MEETINGS 
 

Meetings will be held on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month. 

Next meeting is on Wednesday, January 15th.  Mark 
Your Calendar!   

Please join us as we need everyone’s help to make this a 
successful year for all our children! 

 

UPCOMING PTO EVENTS 
 

 

Parents Night Out  
Thursday January 16th  

Giggles Comedy Club-Prince 
Pizza  

$25 per ticket  
Come and enjoy unlimited pizza and a comedy show!  

Cash bar.  
It is sure to be a fun night out with lots of laughs!  

Tickets can be purchased online through Eventbrite.  
 

February Half Day Event  
Friday, February 7th 

Gymja Warrior  
 
 

Father-Someone Special/Daughter 
Dance 

Saturday February 8th 
 

Annual Auction 
“Back to the 80s” 

March 28, 2020  6:00-10:00pm 
Bellevue Golf Club 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED     Will you help out?     
Please email any PTO Officer to let them know.   

Thank you in advance! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

Wednesday, January 1—New Year’s Day 
Monday, Jan 6—School resumes 
Tuesday, Jan 7—MAP Testing Begins 
Wednesday, Jan 8—School Liturgy 
Thursday, Jan 16—PTO Parents Night Out—Giggles 
                                          Comedy Club at Prince Pizza 
Monday, Jan 20—Martin Luther King JrDay—No School 
Tuesday, Jan 21—Winter Clubs Begin 
Thursday, Jan 23—Progress Reports K-8 
Sunday, Jan 26—Catholic Schools Week Begins 

 
 
 
 

Prayer for a New Year 
 

In the year ahead, Lord of New Beginnings, 
stretch our souls and move us into new aware-
ness of the human family, their needs and 
their longings. Make these into our  needs, our 
longings, so we move more confidently from 
our small selves to a deeper sense of commu-
nity where our resolutions reflect our interde-
pendence. Help us recognize the possibilities 
you have offered to us as a people, so we can 
commit to practice the Hope that happens 
when we gather gratefully in your Name and 
we hold up to you this fragile, precious world. 
Grant us all the grace in this year ahead to 
sow the seeds of justice and to gather peace 
in our day.                                               Amen. 
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Now accepting applicants to the 
School for Boys and 
the School for Girls.

Apply Online: maldencatholic.org
Call to Shadow: 781-475-5308

THE FITCH HOME
781.665.0521

Comfortable Retirement Living in
Melrose on the Shores of Ell Pond.

Just the right size community at reasonable prices.
Visit our website: www.fitchhome.org

www.martysfurniture

(T) 781.662.2400 (F) 781.662.5752

99 Washington St.

Melrose, MA 02176

 www.melrosedentalcare.com | 80 West Foster Street -  Melrose, MA

A general family dental practice for all ages.
“Creating Happy Healthy Beautiful Smiles”

Dr. Anca Andronesi
Please Call Today: 781-665-5060

Landscape • Masonry • Drainage 
Irrigation • Snow Removal 

Landscape Lighting
Patio/Walks       

781-662-0883
19 West Foster St., Melrose

www.lcmplus.com
Joe Guarino

 Four Points by Sheraton
 Boston Logan Airport Revere

 Embrace Comfort & Convenience 
 At Our Revere Airport Hotel
  • Complimentary shuttle service
 • Ideal location near an international airport
 • Near shops, cinema, beaches & casino
 • Ergonomic workspaces. Free WiFi
 • Complimentary breakfast buffet
 • 24-hour fitness center & indoor heated pool
 • Event space, breakout rooms &  Wedding Venue
 • Expert Catering & Staff for your special occasions

781-284-7200
407 SQUIRE ROAD, REVERE, MASSACHUSETTS 02151

 TOM’S EASTSIDE GULF
 Gas & Auto Repair
 (781) 665-5151
 401 Upham Street, Melrose
 Your friendly neighborhood station

10% off mechanical service with this ad
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WAYSTACK & KIRBY
Attorneys at Law

25 Myrtle Street
Melrose, Massachusetts 02176

Tel. 781-665-1136
F. Peter Waystack, Esq. • Martina M. Kirby, Esq.

Real Estate • Estate Planning • Wills, Trusts
Powers of Attorney Administration of Estates
Elder Law Planning • Personal Taxation

809 Main Street • Melrose

(781) 665-1900 
RobinsonFuneralHome.com

Honoring Memories, Celebrating Lives

On-Site 
Parking

THE TARPEY
INSURANCE GROUP

YOUR INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

  (781) 665-1034
109 West Foster Street, Melrose

HOME • BUSINESS • AUTO  Nelson Pan, DDS
 Debra Hong Pan, DMD, MS, LLC 
 Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
 • orthodontics
 • periodontics
 • endodontics

Visit us at www.pandentalcare.com

985 main street
melrose ma, 02176

(781) 665-5190

Gately Funeral Home
Established 1889 

Cremation Services & Irrevocable Funeral Trusts Available
The Oldest Family Run Business in Melrose

79 West Foster St., Melrose • 781-665-1949
www.gatelyfh.com

 

NICK LENTO, Realtor/CPA
617-755-5804

www.lentorealestate.com
Nick.Lento@NEMoves.com

Lifelong Melrose resident 
& St Mary’s parishioner

221 North Ave., Wakefield, MA 01880

Your One Stop Service Shop
 781-245-9764

AC Service • Tune Ups • Brakes 
Oil Changes • Check Engine Light Diagnostics

Mufflers & Exhausts • Struts & Shocks
Factory Maintenance Schedules

 Call Bernardo at: 
 1.888.324.1295
 upcgutters@gmail.com

Over 25 Years 
in Business

U.P.C.
GUTTER CLEANING

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413


