“BLESSED ARE YOU AMONG WOMEN, AND BLESSED IS
THE FRUIT OF YOUR WOMB.” - LK 1:42

41" SUNDAY OF ADVENT




OPENING HYMN: LET THE KING OF GLORY COME
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A READING FROM THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET MICAH

Thus says the LORD: You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come
forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from of old, from ancient times. Therefore the
Lord will give them up, until the time when she who is to give birth has borne, and the rest of his kindred shall
return to the children of Israel. He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock by the strength of the LORD, in the
majestic name of the LORD, his God; and they shall remain, for now his greatness shall reach to the ends of the
earth; he shall be peace. The Word of the Lord.
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A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews:

Brothers and sisters: When Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering you did not de-
sire, but a body you prepared for me; in holocausts and sin offerings you took no delight. Then I said, ‘As
is written of me in the scroll, behold, I come to do your will, O God.” First he says, “Sacrifices and offer-
ings, holocausts and sin offerings, you neither desired nor delighted in.” These are offered according to
the law. Then he says, :Behold, I come to do your will.” He takes away the first to establish the second.
By this “will,” we have been consecrated through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
The Word of the Lord.

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke:

Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah, where she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb,
and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should
come to me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped
for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

OFFERTORY HYMN: THE KING SHALL COME
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Soul of Christ, sanctify me. Body of Christ, save
me. Blood of Christ, inebriate me. Water from the
side of Christ, wash me. Passion of Christ, strength-~
en me. O Good Jesus, hear me. Within your
wounds hide me. Permit me not to be separated
from you. From the wicked foe, defend me. At the
hour of my death, call me and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you for ever and
ever. Amen.

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be
our protection against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host,
by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all
the evil spirits who prowl about the world

seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: SOON AND VERY SOON
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Please Pray for the Sick Please Pray for those serving in the Military

Ed Rish, Steven Rish, Danielle Esposito, Connie
DiCarlo, Anna Adamovich, San-
dra Overlock, Laura Luzzi, Pam-
ela Willis, Mark Cefaloni, Patri-
cia McDonnell, Janice Barone.
Damian Horbury, Frank DeLu-
cia, Nancy Cavallaro, Rob Sapi-
towicz, Paul Gawron, Michele
Schioppo ,Victoria Diana, Laura
Daddio, Michael Cosenza, Barbara Tiedemann,
Joseph Moore Sr., Joseph Moore Jr.

Please contact the Parish Office to add or remove
names from the Prayer List.

Pvt Nicholas Rickel, (Army),
Dan Kelley (Army), Captain
Alexander Carpenter (Army),
Captain Patrick Carpenter Jr.,
““. Captain Benjamin Steven San-
tandreu (Army), SEA BEE Nicholas Listro, (Navy)
Lieutenant John Philip Morrissey (Army) Lieutenant
Matthew Hansen, Major Daniel Morrissey, (Air
Force) Lieutenant Colonel Seth Krummrich (Army),
Captain Samuel Hurchala, Lieutenant Sean Leary,
Kevin Murphy, Danny Murphy, Pfc. . Adams, Emily
O’Hara, Jonathan Sanchez, Alice Mary, Eric Trivette,
Meara O’ Hara, Zachary Simpson, Jon Farwell, Ser-
geant Brian Streit, Ryan Rausch ,Mary O’Connell,
Andrew Gnidula, and LCPL Glenn Warner.




DECORATE THE CHURCH NIGHT

On Monday, December 20* beginning at 6:30 p.m., we
invite those interested to join us in helping to decorate
- our church interior for Christmas.

The evening includes a Prayer Service and blessing of
the Manger scene. Light refreshments will be
served. This is a wonderful way to begin the celebration
of the Christmas season with fun, fellowship and pray-
er. Contact Deacon Victor or the Parish Office with any
questions.

ANGELTREE PROJECT

THANKYOU! THANKYOU! THANKYOU! THANKYOU!

WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND OUR SINCERE GRATITUDE TO ALL OF OUR PARISHIONERS WHO CON-
TRIBUTED TO THE ANGEL TREE PROGRAM AGAIN THIS YEAR!!!!I!II WE WERE, ONCE AGAIN, ABLE TO
CONTRIBUTE OVER 300 GIFTS TO CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WITHIN 6 LOCAL SCHOOLS AND ORGANIZA-
TIONS IN OUR AREA. WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO EXTEND OUR DEEP THANKS TO THE HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS, MEMBERS OF THE SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE AND OTHER PARISHIONERS WHO DONATED
THEIR TIME BOTH THURSDAY EVENING AND FRIDAY MORNING TO HELP WITH THE SORTING, MATCH-
ING AND PACKING OF ALL THE GIFTS. WE SURELY COULD NOT COMPLETE THIS ENDEAVOR WITHOUT
ALL OF THIS AMAZING HELP. WE WISH YOU ALL A BLESSED, HEALTHY AND PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS
AND NEW YEAR!! CO-CHAIRS - ANNE MCDONNELL, NANCY SLUGASKI and GALE TIRRELL




SATURDAY, December 18 Vigil, Fourth Sunday
of Advent

5:00 P.M. +Jack Kulas (Daughter)

SUNDAY, December 19, Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent

8:00 A.M. Deceased Members of the Frank &
Theresa Perrotti Families (Carol Perrotti)

9:30 A.M. Deceased Members of the LoRicco
Families

11:30 A.M. +Dr. John Aversa (Family)

MONDAY, December 20 Late Advent Weekday
9:00 A.M. Open for Mass Intention

TUESDAY, December 21 St.
Priest, Doctor of the Church
9:00 A.M. Open for Mass Intention

WEDNESDAY, December 22 Late Advent Week-
day
9:00 A.M. Tony Esposito (L) (Karen Cusick)

THURSDAY, December 23 St. John of Kanty
No Mass

FRIDAY, December 24 Late Advent Weekday

NO 9:00 A.M. MASS

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 VIGIL, NATIVITY OF
THE LORD

3:00 P.M. PEOPLE OF THE PARISH

4:30 P.M. PEOPLE OF THE PARISH

10:00 P.M. PEOPLE OF THE PARISH

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25, NATIVITY OF THE
LORD
10:00 A.M. PEOPLE OF THE PARISH
NO 8:30 A.M. MASS
NO 5:00 P.M. VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY, December 26, The Holy Family of Je-
sus, Mary, and Joseph

8:00 A.M. +Rose Hurlihe

9:30 A.M. +Maureen O’Brien (Joan Murphy &
the Murphy Family)

11:30 A.M. +Cynthia Schultz (husband, Charles)

Peter Canisius,

The Sanctuary Lamp burns at the Mother Church
for the intentions of Tony Esposito requested by

Parish Giving: December 12
Weekly: $5,892.00 Monthly: $3,168.00
Retired Religious: $3,178.00
Average Weekly Expenses: $9,158.00
Deficit: $3,266.00

Church of Our Lady of the Assumption
81 Center Road, Woodbridge, CT. 06525
203-387-7119; Fax: 203-387-4281
Pastor: Reverend Christopher M. Ford
Deacon John “Jack” Mordecai,
Deacon Victor Lembo
Deacon Mario DiRienzo, Senior Status

Director of Music
Dr. Keith Smolinski
Director of Adult Faith Formation
and Evangelization
Sister Carolyn Severino, ASC]J
carsev2000@yahoo.com
Director of Faith Formation/Youth Ministry
Ms. Mary Ryan
oloareligiouseddirector@gmail.com
Main Office 203-389-9863
Office Hours: Monday-Wednesday
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Wednesday: g A.M. to 4 P.M.
Office is closed on Thursdays and Fridays

Parish Secretary
Anita Bellmore, 203-387-7119
parishsecretaryoloa@gmail.com
Woebsite: www.assumptionchurch.com

Parish Trustees: Dolph Luciani, Karen T. Cusick

Pastoral Parish Council President:
Margaret Hamilton
Finance Council Convener: Dr. Bruce Marien

MASS SCHEDULE
WEEKDAYS: 9:00 A.M. At the Mother Church
(1700 Litchfield Tpke, Rt. 69, Woodbridge)

(NO MASS ON THURSDAYYS)
SATURDAY: 8:30 A.M. (Center Road)

WEEKEND MASSES: SAT. VIGIL s:00 P.M.,
8:00 A.M. 9:30 A.M. 11:30 A.M (Center Road)

CONFESSIONS: SATURDAY 4:00 TO 4:45 P.M
OR BY APPOINTMENT
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Christmas Eve '
Friday, December 24

3:00 P.M.

4:30 P.M.

10:00 P.M.
(INo 9:00 A.M. Mass)

Christmas Day
Saturday, December 25
10:00 AM.

(No 8:30 A.M. Mass,
NO 5:00 P.M VIGIL)

ADVENT PRAYER

Lord Jesus,
Master of both the light and the darkness,
send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.

We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day,
We who are anxious over many things look forward to your coming among us.
We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy of your kingdom.
We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence.

We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light.

To you we say, "Come Lord JesusI'

Amen.

~ Henri J.M. Nouwen




STATEMENT FROM THE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS

“It is heartbreaking to see the destruction and devastation brought by the tornadoes that tore
through the South and Midwest overnight. During this Advent season where we await in joyful
anticipation for the birth of our Lord, we pray for those who have been injured, for those who
have lost their lives, and for their grieving families and communities. May those who have been
impacted by these storms find peace, comfort, and hope in our faith and in God’s endless love.
We also pray for the emergency responders and those who have begun the work of providing
for the needs of the impacted in these communities in the recovery efforts. We entrust all our
brothers and sisters in harm’s way to our Blessed Mother, and we ask for her continued pro-
tection and for her intercession in comforting those who are suffering.

“Catholics and all people of good will may help our brothers and sisters in their recovery by
supporting the work of Catholic Charities USA at https://www.catholiccharities.us/campaign/
ccusa-disaster-relief/c353051.”

Dear God, rest your hands on
recovery efforts in the Kentucky
communities. Let all people find
relief and healing in you.
Amen.
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OLOA LADIES GUILD
CHRISTMAS GATHERING

DECEMBER 13, 2021
The Ladies Guild were able to gather together to celebrate Christmas this year.
We thank them for their service to the Parish.
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Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers
Christmas Mass Schedule LIS LI

Please note: If you have
Please stop in the sacristy before or after Mass signed up for online giving,
this weekend to view the sign up sheet for the please be careful when
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses. I have WEShare Choosing the appropriate do-
filled in the slots that were requested. nation category

We do still need a lector the 10:00 A.M. Mass on Mass stipend category is chosen when you have
Christmas Day and one more Eucharistic Minister scheduled a Mass to be celebrated at the parish.

for the 10 P.M. Mass on Christmas Eve. It is not for weekly or monthly offertory.

Thank you! . . .
Please call the parish office with any questions.




CHRISTMAS WORD SEARCH
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“Make room for the Word
through silence”

Pope Francis reflects on
Joseph’s silence in the Gospels.

“St Joseph with his silence invites us to make
room for the Presence of the Word made flesh,
for Jesus. However, the Pope continued,
“Joseph’s silence is not muteness,” but is in-
stead “a silence full of listening, an industri-
ous silence, a silence that bring out his great
interiority.” Quoting St John of the Cross, the
Holy Father explained that God the Father
spoke the Word, His Son, in eternal silence
“and in silence it must be heard by the soul.”

In his earthly life, Jesus, too, had this experi-
ence of silence, “with the daily example of
Mary and Joseph.” Pope Francis noted that “He
Himself sought spaces of silence... and invited
His disciples to have such an experience" as
well. The Holy Father emphasized the im-
portance of following St Joseph’s example “in
recovering this contemplative dimension of
life opened wide by silence,” but noted that it
is not easy. Silence, he said, can be frighten-
ing, because “it asks us to delve into ourselves
and confront the truest part of us.”

Pope Francis invited everyone “to cultivate
spaces for silence in which another Word can
emerge: that of the Holy Spirit who dwells in
us.” This will involve being careful of our
speech, which if unchecked can become evil,
and our words can become “flattery, bragging,

lies, backbiting, and slander.”

Pope Francis concluded the catechesis with a
prayer to St Joseph:

Saint Joseph, man of silence,
you who in the Gospel
did not utter a single word,
teach us to fast from vain words,
to rediscover the value of words that edify,
encourage, console and support.
Be close to those who suffer
from words that hurt,
like slander and backbiting,
and help us always
to match words with deeds. Amen.

(www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-12/
pope-at-audience-make-room-for-the-word-
through-silence)
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Serving The Community for Four Generations

Peter 1. Torello & Son

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1022 Dixwell Ave., Hamden, CT
203-624-4959

= Advanced Paving
B & Excavating

DIVISION OF SAL-WAR INC.

ErNEsTOS PAINTING, LLC

Interior & Exterior
Power Washing & Staining « Wood Preserving
Restoration & Tile Work

203.395.0426

Fully Insured & Licensed ¢+ HIC. #0633184 + Orange, CT

203-387-4255 « www.advancedpavingct.com

e 4l
SEPTIC SERVICE

WHEN YOU WANT THE JOB DONE RIGHT

203-799-0222

Residential Pest Control - Termite Control
Commercial & Industrial Services

“Small Enough to Care, Big Enough to Serve”

20years of professionalism, efficiency
and exceptional results.

Call us at 203-393-7326

FREE INSPECTIONS

FREE ESTIMATES

Rick
Floyd

REALTOR

Bral Estate LLL

rickfloyd@cox.net 203-599-5878

P1 204521 S7 00385919
VanEtten PLUMBING & HEATING

E COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL
Richard VanEtten

10% Senior Citizen Discount » 734-4259

West Rock
Materials

DIVISION OF SAL-WAR INC.
MULCH « TOP SOIL « SCREEN LOAM

STONE « SAND « RECYCLED PROCESS « FILL
Delivery Available

140 Bradley Road
Woodbridge
M-F 7-4 « SAT 8-12

Little ﬂnge& Home Care £LLC
ﬁ Providing: Elderly Care, Hourly,
| 4= =, | Companion, Live-in Caregivers, Weekends
" 44 | Weare taking long-term life ins and state cases
e Reg. # HCA0000732 + 745 Osborn Rd., Naugatuck CT 06770
Ewa Grzymala E: littleangelshomecare48@yahoo.com
203-278-1436 - www.littleangels-homecare.com

2; 203-387-2587 « www.westrockmaterials.com
PARISHIONER

4|AMITY MEAT CENTER & DELI

11 WOOSTER PLACE « NEW HAVEN
203-865-8961 —
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Honesty « Integrity « Trust

Matthaw C Baism
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245 Amiiy Bd Sie K3
‘Woodbridge. O 0535
203-640-6941
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JPMOTORSLLC

FOREIGN AUTO REPAIR SPECIALISTS
MERCEDES BENZ « BMW ¢ PORSCHE « AUDI

203-387-6894

18 LUCY ST., WOODBRIDGE, CT 06525
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW JPMOTORSLLC.COM
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203-888-2538 ¢ Visit our website: www.hullfh.com

Ralph E. Hull
Funeral Home
Hull Memorials

161 West Church St., Seymour,
just up from the Seymour Library

Alan Rice
Prepared Foods « Catering * Quality Meats
24 Lucy St., Woodbridge, CT

(203) 397-5060 -+ Catering By Judy

HCA#0000561

You can't fight ¥
Mother Nature. But
you can retire to a
cozy place and tell

her where to go.

330 Amity Road - Woodbridge - 203-518-4858 - TheLindenAtWoodbridge.com

America’s Choice in Home Care

THE LINDEN

= WOOQDBERIDGE
A Whole Lotta Heart

A LEISURE CARE COMMUNITY

203.298.9700

LYNN SCHUCHMANN
Your Hometown Realtor | Parishioner
C: 203-231-3635 O: 203-389-0015
LynnSchuchmann@CBRealty.com
lynnschuchmann.cbintouch.com

E] covow

HEAL‘I.'\I' 270 AMITY RD, WOODBRIDGE
236 B0STON POST RO, ORANGE

EXPERIENCED ELECTRICAL
SERVICE AT REASONABLE COST
PEDRO J. FERRER, OWNER

¥ Fully Licensed & Insured

ALECTRIC [* 7 Loseoo0ngso 12 E

203-733-3310 - 845-913-5175
FerrerElectricLLC.com

*
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INCLUDED

with every purchase at
NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE:
o Lifetime Oil Changes

¢ Roadside Assistance
e Extension of Warranties
¢ Rentals & More

203-389-1521

Center Road, take right onto Amity Road (Rte. 63)

In honor of
Dominic

The small company with a big heart!
Quality Attention ~ Competitive Rates
203.909.1455 FEi Always Looking

LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED For Great Caregivers
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 70 Join Our Team
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® Fire Safety

© ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Pratection From a Mame You Can Trust

Ins1g
FAMILY EYECARE
Dr. Fabian C. Villacis & Associates
OPTOMETRISTS
Same Place As Always, Same Loving Care
67 Waterbury Road, Prospect, CT - 203-758-4447
www.newinsighteyecare.com
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irchwoods

At Dol L
Petfection location for any type ¢ function
Bereavements, Showers,
Intimate events, Banquets, Weddings
203.389.5555

www.birchwoodsbanquet.com
Outside catering and take out trays available

Our Lady of the

Assumption, Woodbridge 03-0784



