SAINT STEPHEN
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - December 26, 2021

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 5:15 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:30, 11:30am, 5:15pm
Monday-Thursday 9am

RECONCILIATION

Saturday 3:30 to 4:30pm and by appointment

ADORATION
Most Thursdays after 9am mass
Fridays at 6pm in early 2022:
Jan. 7, Feb. 4, March 4

Merry

Christmas!

Rev. Henry Hoffman, Pastor
Rev. Lourduraj Pitchai, O. Praem

John DiTaranto, Deacon
Donald Ross, Deacon

Lisa Romano, Secretary (203) 268-6217
Nina Keane, Secretary (203) 268-6217
Barbara Upton, Music (203) 258-9103

Faith Formation and Youth Ministry

Janet Wirabel, (203) 268-6860
ststephenfaithformation@gmail.com

David Ference, Finance Council Chair

St Stephen Parish Office
6948 Main Street , Trumbull, CT 06611
(203) 268-6217
www.ststephentc.org
9:00am to 4:00pm Monday through Friday
ststephentectory@yahoo.com




CMass Intentions

Saturday, December 25
7:30 AM  Living and Deceased Members of St Stephen

9:30 AM Living and Deceased Members of St Stephen
11:30 AM Living and Deceased Members of St Stephen
5:15 PM NO MASS
Sunday, December 26 (The Holy Family)
7:30 AM  William Ayles Sue & Ray Senes
9:30 AM  Stephen Gleeson
John & Barbara Gallagher
11:30 AM  Bob Hamlin & Catherine & Ira Jones
Hamlin Family
5:15PM  The People of St. Stephen
Monday, December 27
9:00 AM  Edgar Gannon Gannon Family

Tuesday, December 28

9:00 AM  Jaqueline Virgalla (16th Ann.)
Hamlin Family

Wednesday, December 29

9:00 AM  Joseph Fisher Family
Thursday, December 30

9:00 AM  Delores Ondek (5th Ann.) Family
Friday, December 31

9:00 AM  Delfin Nunes Friends

Saturday, January 1
5:15PM  The People of St Stephen

Next Sunday, January 2 (Epiphany of the Lord)

7:30 AM Emma Vayan Senes Family

9:30 AM  Helen Heines Fagan Family
11:30 AM  Fr. Henry Hoffman Installation

5:15PM  Donald Baricko Family
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Saint Stephen

Readings for the week of December 26, 2021

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 3:12
-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-
3, 5-6,9-10 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52

Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-
18

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk
2:22-35

Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-
40

Friday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18
Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk
2:16-21

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf.
11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Fellow St Stephen Parishioners:

Let us continue our Advent preparations and devotions to
best prepare our hearts and minds for the upcoming
celebration of the Birth of the Lord.

Yes, Christmas is nearly here!

Please note that on December 24, Christmas Eve, our 4pm
mass is expected to be very, very crowded, and similarly
our parking is expected to be very, very packed. Most par-
ishes literally have as many people show up for the 4pm
Christmas Eve mass, as show up for all of the other Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day masses combined.

You are, of course, welcome to come to whichever mass
you choose, but please note, it will be much easier for you
to find a parking spot in our parking lot, and a seat in the
church if you attend a mass other than the 4pm on Christ-
mas Eve.

So please consider attending a mass other than the 4pm on
December 24. There will be 5:30 pm and 10:00 pm mass-
es.

Please note that there will be no 5:15pm mass on Saturday
evening December 25.

But there will be the normal Sunday schedule for Sunday
December 26, 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am and 5:15pm.

On December 24 and 25, let us gather as a parish family to
celebrate the Birth of our Lord!

On December 26, let us gather to celebrate the Feast of the
Holy Family, Our Blessed Mother, St Joseph and the Baby
Jesus!




We Ask Why

A number of you have asked me why recently. Upon learn-
ing of the tornadoes in Kentucky. Upon remembering the
anniversary of Sandy Hook.

Why? A three letter word that is so profound that it can
turn your life upside down. Think about the Christmas Sea-
son. Why did Jesus, the Savior of the World, enter our
world as a tiny, helpless baby? Or for that matter, why did
the Word Incarnate even enter our world? Why was He
born in a manger with animals? You would think that His
birth would have been in a comfortable, warm home, sur-
rounded by family and friends. When we look at Jesus’ life,
we ask, why wasn’t He accepted as the Messiah among His
own people? Why was He crucified?

In our own lives we often ask, ‘why?” Why was there such
a devastating tornado a few weeks ago in Kentucky that
took the lives of so many people? Why are we still in the
midst of a global pandemic which has changed the way we
live, work and go to school? Many of us have our own per-
sonal ‘why’s.” Why did that person in my life have to die
so young? Why does the person I love suffer so?

It’s perfectly ok to ask ‘why.” Mary and Joseph, in this
week’s Gospel from St. Luke ask Jesus, “Son, why have
you done this to us?” when He stayed behind at the Tem-
ple. Jesus, himself, asked His Father ‘why’ as He hung on
the cross when He cried out, “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?”” But, the question must then be, what do
we do with our ‘why’ questions? Do they cause us to doubt
and thus weaken our faith? Or do we, as Jesus did, come to
the point when we can say, “Not my will, but yours be
done.”

When Thomas, the Apostle, doubted Jesus’ resurrection, he
told the other disciples, "Unless I see the nail marks in his
hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my
hand into his side, I will not believe it.” Jesus appeared to
him soon after and said, “Because you have seen me, you
have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.” Perhaps, implied in Jesus’ words is

this: Blessed are those who believe in the midst of the
‘why’s.’

Yours in Christ,
Fr Henry

Fellow St Stephen Parishioners:

From time to time, in my daily spiritual reading, I come
across something that [ would like to share with you in the
bulletin. And here is something about bringing together the
two worlds: the material world and the spiritual world.

Yours in Christ,
Fr Henry

In Two Worlds

Like a tree with its roots buried in the ground and its
branches raised toward the sky, we live in two

worlds. Both are necessary for us if we are to survive and
grow.

Learning how to use our senses brings us a feeling of one-
ness with the material world. The more we are alive to our
senses, the more clearly we become a part of the world
around ourselves.

Learning how to develop a sense of faith and hope tunes us
in to the world beyond the senses. Faith and hope teach us

about a presence that goes beyond the material

world. Faith and hope teach us about a God who is not on-
ly in the world, but also infinitely beyond it. In discovering
the transcendent God, we discover more deeply that part of
ourselves that also transcends the material world.

We live in two worlds, one visible, the other invisible. For
the wise person, the experiences of the two worlds meet
and sometimes they seem to become as one.

Kenneth E. Grabner, C.S.C.




Sacraments

Baptism
Sundays at 12:45 p.m., by appointment
Pre-Baptism Class is necessary for first child.
Please call the rectory for an appointment.

Marriage
Arrange with the priest at least 1 year
in advance.

Penance
Saturday 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Prayer Line
For special intentions call
Agnes Lazor (203) 220-8043

Hospital Visits, If you or a family member are in the
hospital, and you would like a visit from a priest.
Please call the Parish office at 203-268-6217. You
must also let the hospitals know that you are a mem-
ber of St. Stephen Parish, since the priest does not
have access to patient information.

Pray for our Recently Deceased Parishioner...

hPlease pray for those who have gone home to the
Lord...
Marion Ciesielski

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and may pe
al light shine upon them. We extend our heartfelt syum-
pathy to their loved ones.
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DLraying for SYou

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Let us remember in our prayers the following parishioners
and friends who are sick:

Therese Karr, Bemie Engelman, Peggy Lawler, Deborah
Fredrickson, Sophie Buzzeo, Dolores Montelli, Mark Ma-
honey, John Kelnhofer, Rose DiMartino, Carol Moyer, Jo-
seph Sheridan, Aiden Hutto, Steve Krehley, Deacon Joe
Gagne, Kevin Maguire, Lori Cimeno, Patricia Forcier, Gene
Orsenigo, Mitchell Yeoh, Ann lanniello, Patricia Farrell, Jo-
seph Tereira, Adriana Schanbusch, AnitaTynan, Mark King,
Hugh Croll, Emmie B., Richard Turco, Ann Hamlin, Marian
Nanchy, Marie Tedesco
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An Advent Journey with St. Joseph at Qur Own

St Stephen Church

In preparation for Advent, a recollection service was held at
St. Stephen Church on Saturday, December 11, 2021 from
3 PM -5 PM. The goals of the service were:

1) To look beyond Christmas commercialism and experi-
ence God’s grace and everlasting love through a devo-
tion to St. Joseph;

2) To unwrap the gifts of ourselves and share our special
God given gifts with family, friends and the St. Stephen
Community;

3) To rediscover the joy of spiritual giving, and, perhaps,
consider answering a call to Christian community ser-
vice. Following the recitation of Pope Francis’ Opening
Prayer for the Year of St. Joseph, Father Henry, our
pastor, gave an opening sermon. In his delivery, he
urged that “...in imitation to St. Joseph, we allow our-
selves to be moved from a position of fear, to a position
of hope.” Presentations by Deacon Don and members
of St. Stephen’s Men’s group followed. Time for re-
flection took place after each presentation. Included in
the service was the recitation of the Litany of St. Joseph
by a member of the Men’s Group and Women’s
Group. Barbara Upton provided beautiful liturgical
music at appropriate times throughout the service.

Confessions were held simultaneously from 3:30 PM —4:30
PM.

The service ended with time for adoration of the exposed
Blessed Sacrament and Benediction.

In commenting about the event, Father Henry said, “The
message of hope was powerful and consistent throughout
the service.” He went on to say that the quality of this
liturgical service was so strong that he was confident that
the numbers of parishioners who attend this type of event
will surely grow in the coming months and years.
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Everyone has a vocation! To the married life, to religious
life, to living out the Christian life as a single person in a

counter-cultural society. Please ask Fr Henry, if you have
any questions of any kind about any kind of vocation.




PARISH NEWS

Sunday, Januay 2, 2022
during the 11:30 am Mass

The Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano

Bishop of Bridgeport

will install

REV. HENRY J. HOFFMAN

PASTOR OF ST. STEPHEN CHURCH

Reception will follow in Church Hall
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Spiritual Direction Available

Spiritual direction is a space and place to unpack and
notice, through conversations with a prayerful companion,
personal encounters with the Jesus for whom each and every
one of us matters. The very act of holy listening and sharing
that occurs within spiritual direction sessions is an experience
of Jesus meeting us and entering our life in the world, where
we are, as we are.

People meet with a spiritual director for many reasons.
Perhaps they want to grow in their relationship with God and
are seeking guidance as to how to start their prayer lives or
how to take their prayer lives deeper. Or maybe they are
trying to discern an invitation from God to minister in some
way. Or maybe they are in the middle of having to make a
major life decision or transition. Perhaps they are
experiencing some crisis of faith. No matter what draws some-
one to seek spiritual direction, the conversations between
prayerful companions always lead back to the One who draws
a person to seek spiritual companionship in the first place—
the Living Spirit of God.

If you desire to “find God in all things”, Deacon Don
Ross is available to be a prayerful companion on your journey
to the fullness of life in Christ. Conversations can occur via
Zoom, Google Meet, or in person. Deacon Ross is Certified as
a Spiritual Director through Fairfield University’s Murphy
Center for Ignatian Spirituality. He can be contacted at 203-
948-1036 or dnross@diobpt.org.

St. Stephen’s Men’s Solidarity Group
No Ordinary Path
On September 16, 2017, the St. Stephen’s Men’s Solidarity
Group was founded.

The Men’s Group is an informal gathering that acknowl-
edges God’s everyday presence among us. We work togeth-
er in fellowship, develop community ministries, engage in
meaningful discussions, pray in community, and generally
have a good time.

Our journey begins with Matthew 25:40.
“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of
these the least of my brothers of mine, you did for
me.
Since founding, the Men’s Group has launched the follow-
ing Community Ministries:
Bi-weekly Men’s Group meetings, Monday evenings
(7:00 pm) in the Parish Hall.
Weekly Volunteer Service at the Trumbull and Monroe
Food Pantries.
Semi-annual Spring and Fall American Red Cross
blood drives in the Parish Hall.
Advent and Lent Spiritual Days of Prayer, Renewal and
Reflection.
Annual February Men’s Retreat at Holy Family Pas-
sionist Retreat Center.
Cleared a pathway and erected the Stations of the Cross
in the woods behind the Church, accessible to all,
anytime, for contemplative prayer and solitude.

Why don’t you come join us?

“So could you not keep watch with me for one hour?” Mat-
thew 26:40
The following ministries, discontinued due to Covid-19,
hope to resume in the future.
Monthly Sunday Eucharistic Prayer Service at Middle-
brook Nursing Home.
Monthly Friday Shabbat Ecumenical Prayer at B’nai
Torah.
Weekly Sunday evening Eucharistic Prayer Service at
the Bridgeport Detention Center.
“The only way for us to give witness is...to be what we are
in the midst of everyday banal realities.” Fr. Christian de
Cherge’, Trappist Monk / Martyr - (d. 1996).
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Murs. anet Wrabel
(203) 268-6860 (Office) or (203) 913-4393 (Cell)
ststephenfaithformation@gmail.com

Faith Formation

Are you interested in registering your child(ren) for the
2021-2022 school year and are

thinking it's too late? It's not! Please contact

Janet Wrabel for more information.

FAITH FORMATION

VBS 2022 (Vacation Bible School): Secking adults who have
an interest in making VBS happen at our parish during the Sum-
mer of 2022. Come to a meeting on Wednesday, January S at 7
p.m. in the Parish Hall to begin the discussion and planning

for VBS 2022. Teens will be invited at a later date to be a part of
the VBS 2022 team. Adults, please let Janet Wrabel know if you
are interested in being a part of this very exciting and much need-
ed committee; and also, if you will be attending the meeting on
January 5 at 7 p.m..

YOUTH MINISTRY

Seeking high school students who are interested in being a mem-
ber of the Youth Ministry Advisory Board. You will have a
voice in the planning and also help coordinate service, spiritual
and social activities involving the middle school and high school
youth of St. Stephen Parish. If you are interested in this leader-
ship role please come to the Youth Ministry Advisory Board
Meeting on Sunday, January 9th in the parish hall following
the 5:15 p.m. Mass. Please RSVP to Mrs. Wrabel if you will be
attending so enough pizza will be ordered.

Family Mass - Sunday, January 9 - 9:30 a.m.

Readers for the Mass will be the Wich Family.

Go to https://www.signupgenius.com/
20/30EOD48AFA828 ABF58-familyl 1

to sign up to help with the Mass. After Mass come to the parish
hall for refreshments and also to participate in our CARD MIN-
ISTRY. We will make GET WELL CARDS to share with

our parishioners throughout the year.

Christmas cards created by youth and adults too for the residents
at Spring Meadows Senior Community.

Giving Tree 2021

Many thanks to the Iwaszkiewicz & Corsino Families who have
been behind the scenes for many, many years so St. Stephen pa-
rishioners are given the opportunity to spread Jesus’ joy once
again to the people of Blessed Sacrament Parish in Bridge-

port. Decorating the altar with the Christmas tree for the 1st
Week of Advent, hanging stars on the branches to inform the
givers for whom presents are needed, and delivering the many,
many wonderful gifts to Blessed Sacrament in time for Christmas
is accomplished in less than 4 weeks! A super thanks to all the
gift donors too. Our community is so very blessed to have lov-
ing, kindhearted people like all of you.

Staying Connected!

Many thanks to those who have introduced themselves to

me, and have given me a warm welcome! And I look for-

ward to meeting all the rest of the St. Stephen Parish fami-

ly.
Having arrived a short time ago on November 1, [ am

already so impressed with what I have seen here at St. Ste-
phen Parish:

Wonderful staff! Wonderful lay leadership! Wonderful
parish groups and ministries! And most especially, won-
derful parishioners!

Let us all join in our Advent preparation, all leading up to
the most holy of days — Christmas itself — and the celebra-
tion of the coming of Jesus. And then enter 2022 to discov-
er all the possible ways we can continue to grow as a parish
and each of us get even more involved in all the wonderful
groups and ministries that make up St. Stephen Parish.

In order for us to best stay in touch with you, and to provide
you with an easy way to access parish information in a
efficient and timely fashion, we are asking for the following
information:

Name(s): First Name(s), Last Name (names)
Address: Number, Street Address, Town, State, Zip

Contact Information: Home and Mobile (for texting) Phone
Numbers

Primary Email Address:

Please drop this information in the basket during mass, or at
the parish office, or email to us at
StStephenRectory@yahoo.com or send to us via the US

Postal system.
[y / s
Tl S

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Fr Henry Hoffman

.

Christmas Eve
4:00 pm (Church)
4:00 pm (Lower Church)
5:30 pm
10:00 pm
(Lessons and Carols at 9:30 pm)

LESSONS.
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Christmas Day
7:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

No 5:15 p.m.
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Children's Dentistry of
Trumbull, PC
203-590-1588

Most insurances Accepted including HUSKY
www.ilovemypediatricdentist.com

STAND OUT

CONTACT US AT 800-477-4574

State Reg. No. 519594

Pine Creek

ASSOCI1ATES IEC

“Quality Service Value”

Thomas Wrabel
Registered & Insured
Fairfield, CT « (203) 256-9300
pinecreekassociates.com
Building & Remodeling Homes in Fairfield
County and Beyond For Over 30 Years

BUILDERS

FREE

AD DESIGN

| WITH PURCHASE

OF THIS SPACE

CALL
800.477 4374

Favieg Taur Way Slee 1957

CONSTRUCTION =

Paving the way since 1957
Commercial - Residential

203-375-1383

www.burnsconstruction.com
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Parente-Lauro

599 Washington Avenue + Bridgeport
Drociely Feaonily Oucrsced
& ﬁ/}(’/l{tﬂ’{/ Q/i)sz 7940

Michael J. Parente * Michele Parente

203-579-1494

www.ParenteLauro.com

: RAMIREZ |

«Tree Services *

Treeserwcesram@gmall.com

Licensed, Experienced & Insured

®

E SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PARISH.

|

Give your family the ¢ift of making your eternal vesting plans
J Iy 113 gt gy 4

CHOOSE FROM 600+ FULL BODY CRYPTS & 500+ NICHES
3-D VIDEO & MAP AVAILABLE AT WWW.STCATHERINEMAUS.COM

THE ST.

S1ENA MAUSOLEUM
GATE OF HEAVEN CEMETERY

TRUMBUI I,

CATHERINE OF

CONNECTICUT

1056 DaNIELs FARM Roap TrumBuLL, CT 06611

203.742.1450 EXT. 12§

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

St. Stephen, Trumbull, CT

INFO@CTCEMETERIES.ORG

03-0791




JREDGATE-HENNESSY\\

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
MAIN STREET & GORHAM PLACE
TRUMBULL: 203-372-3587
Michael F. Redgate

Gary R. Sedelnik
Jeremy Redgate

www.redgatehennessy.com
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Brown’s Monument Works
Monuments - Markers
Mausoleums - Cemetery Lettering

Ly o (203) 268-9409
“Ned Steinmetz
Rosemary Tallboys
412 Main Street - Monroe, (T
[brownmonumentworks@sbcglobal.net

Tl

CYRIL F. MULLINS
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

399 White Plains Road
Trumbull, CT 06611

(203) 372-6543
www.mullinsfh.com

TAKING CARE OF EACH OTHER
is what community is all about

SPADACCINO AND
LEO P. GALLAGHER & SON

COMMUNITY FUNERAL HOME

MONROE

315 Monroe Turnpike
Monroe, Connecticut 06468

203-445-8500

SpadaccinoFuneralHome.com

Dignity

LAROCCA’S

380 Monroe Tpke., Monroe

GARAGE, INC "
b ° —d, Shopping Center - Rte. 111
MADISON BRAKE & WHEEL ALIGNMENT b:t{l‘ (next to Jennie’s Pizzeria)
EST. 1960 A Offering Dance Classes

One Stop Complete Truck & Car Care for Ages 2 SR

Foreign & Domestic Auto Repair www.studiodct.com

71 Federal St., Bridgeport

(3 Doors in from Main St.)

203-335-9926

Mike Larocca - Proprietor

studioddona@gmail.com

203-445-8090

Dona Wassell, Parishioner

CAVOTQ

PLUMBING & HEATING LLC

“YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PLUMBER”
203-375-6422

www.cavotoplumbingheating.com

10% Discount for Senior Citizens

Serving Your Community Since 1919

Thinking About Prupane"

I-.: FREE propane tank set-up
= 0% APR in-heuse financing for up to 36 months
* No defivery fees or 1ur|d-z|1 charges
» JFREE estimates for any new installation

P{I wallon local propane supply

Staff of over 20 licensed technicians

#  Disal-fusl discopnt for bandfing heating oil and propane
i R e
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MONTANARO

Michael Montanaro, Owner

203-400-3347
f @MontanaroCarpentry

ADVERTISE

Contact Robin Ungaro
to place an ad today!

rungaro@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6447

o

NTRY
BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION. |

* Wark-Life Balance
* Full-Time with Benefits

= Serve Your Community

& Paid Train ng

* Some Trave

STAND OUT
M DIGITAL AD
on PARISHE

SONLINE.COM

HERE NOW!

ABRIOLA PARKVIEW

FUNERAL HOME

James Abriola
Director

203-373-1013

419 White Plains Road
Trumbull, CT

www.abriola.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

St. Stephen, Trumbull, CT  03-0791



