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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, BALLSTON SPA & ST. MARY’S MISSION, GALWAY 

Established in 1867, Church Dedication in 1897 
 

Fr. Francis R. Vivacqua, Pastor 
185 Milton Ave. Ballston Spa, NY 12020  Phone: (518) 885-7411 smballst@rcda.org  
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2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
        January 14, 2024  Experience Faith in God 



St. Mary’s, Ballston Spa 

We thank you for your sacrificial offering of: 

                                                                                                                                                                             Parish   
                                                                                                    Jan. 7           Improvements  
Envelopes & Loose   $8,140                                         $4,540 

On-line Giving            3,995                         920  

Total                        $12,135                 $5,460 

 

                            
 To cover our weekly expenses, we need $11,500. 

MONDAY –   Jan. 15 
7:45 AM †   Kelly Starnes req. by Claudette Farchione 
  

TUESDAY – Jan. 16 
5:30 PM   †   Marjorie A. McHale  
    req. by Paul and Barbara McHale 

WEDNESDAY– Jan. 17 
St. Anthony, Abbot 
7:45 AM   †   Jean Markham req. by Michael & family 
   

THURSDAY – Jan. 18 
7:45 AM   †   Norman Danner req. by Patty Venditti  
  †   Margaret Haskell req. by Mimsey Kelly 

FRIDAY – Jan. 19 
No Mass 

SATURDAY – Jan. 20 
St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr; St. Sebastian, Martyr 
4:00 PM   †   John and Carmella Mangona req. by Family 
      †   John David Lynett  
       req. by Rosemarie and Mike Lynett 
      †  Nancy Moran  
    req. by Donna Shinebarger 
      Special Int. of Joseph Naccarato  
    req. by Joyce Broswski 
       
       
SUNDAY –   Jan. 21 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 AM   †   Rose Sansiveri req. by  brother, Al 
 †   Earl and Bea Wood req. by family 
 †   Holy Souls in Purgatory  
              †   Pro Populo                         

10:00 AM †   Margaret Haskell req. by I. Hogan and family 
 †   Roger Reese req. by Charlene Reese 
 †   Marilyn Thode 
  req. by Caren and Bill Chiarelli 
                                                                                             
12 Noon    †   Thomas A. Rodick req. by Monica Prophet 
 Special Int. of Izabella 
 Special Int. of Vitality Sobolivsky and family 
 
                                            

Rosary after Mass, Mon., Wed. & Thurs. 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time — January 14, 2024 

St. Mary’s Parish website: stmarysballstonspa.org 

Readings for the week January 14, 2024 

Sun.: The Lord invites us to come 
and stay a while with him. 1 Sm 
3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10 /1 
Cor 6:13-15, 17-20/Jn 1:35-42 

Mon.: New ways can be better 
ways. 1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 
16-17, 21 and 23/Mk 2:18-22  

Tues.: The sabbath was made 
for man, not man for the sab-
bath. 1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20-
22, 27-28/Mk 2:23-2  

Wed.: Blessed be the Lord, my 
Rock! 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-
51/Ps 144:1-2, 9-10/Mk 3:1-6  

Thurs.: The Lord is always 
near to us, and heals us. 1 Sm 
18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-13/
Mk 3:7-12  

Fri.: Jesus calls us by name to 
share in his mission. 1 Sm 24:3-
21/Ps 57:2-4, 6 and 11/Mk 3:13
-19  

Sat.: Let us see your face, Lord, 
and we shall be saved. 2 Sm 1:1
-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 
5-7/Mk 3:20-2  

Sun.: Jesus is calling us today. 
Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-9/1 Cor 
7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20  

As a priest, I’m amazed how happily married cou-
ples remember the tiniest details of their earliest en-
counters. They effortlessly report things like: “he wore 
a blue shirt,” “we ordered brussels sprouts,” “her hair 
was up in a bun,” and “he spilled shrimp cocktail sauce 
at my family’s open front door when it was ten degrees 
below zero,” (that one’s courtesy of my mom). We de-
light in remembering and speaking of when our new 
life of love began. The little details are glorious re-
minders that it’s all real. 

It’s similar for John the Apostle. He tells us of the 
two disciples who followed Jesus into his house, 
“...they stayed with him that day. It was about four 
o’clock in the afternoon.” Why does that tiny detail 
matter? Because that’s the time of day when they en-
countered the love of Jesus the Messiah in their lives. 
Our religion is not primarily about abstract truths 
about God, no matter how true or sublime. It is about 
God meeting and saving us in our human nature. It’s 
about a human relationship. 

What was the time of day when you first recall en-
countering Christ and his Church? Who was there? 
What did you feel? How did things look and smell? 
What happened? Take some time to recall it in detail. 
For me, it was inside an old, rickety church on a 
hillside in Jerome, Arizona. It was about 9 p. m. on a 
Saturday evening. I was with my friends Jenny, Brad, 
and Laura. We were praying, singing, and laughing. 
When was it for you? Remembering the details isn’t 
empty nostalgia. It reminds us now that God’s love for 
us in our humanity is real.  — Father John Muir  ©LPi 



St. Mary’s Parish website: stmarysballstonspa.org 

Volunteers Needed  
 

Extraordinary Ministers  
of Holy Communion,  

Ushers, Resource Persons,  
and cleaners 

 

8 AM Mass — Resource Persons and Ushers  
are needed 

 

10 AM and 12:00 Noon Masses —  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,  

Resource Persons and Ushers are needed 
 

The job of a Resource person is to make sure the are  
enough volunteers at the Mass and to help in the sacristy.  
The church is also in need of volunteers willing to spend a 

couple of hours once a month to help clean the church. If you 
would like to help out with any of these ministries  

please call the office at 518-885-7411.  

Rally Friday, January 19th, 2024 
Washington, D.C. 

Music CONCERT 
To Benefit the  

Ukrainian Cross of Gratitude  
Mission of Pilgrimage to all the Capitals of the World 

 
 

 

Saturday, Jan. 13th  
6:00PM 
and  
Sunday, Jan. 14th  
3:00PM 
 
Free will offering to assist  
with the continuation of  
the journey mission.  
 
 

 

St. Mary’s Church, Ballston Spa 



St. Mary’s Parish website: stmarysballstonspa.org 

Novena to Miraculous Medal  
Holy Mass Tuesdays at 5:30pm 
Confession after Mass until 6:30pm 

First Saturday Rosary Devotion  

Saturday, Feb. 3rd at 3:00PM 
 

Please join us to pray the  
Rosary as Our Lady’s request 
ed at Fatima, Portugal. We 
will be meditating on the  
Glorious Mysteries of the 
Holy Rosary. The Blessed 
Virgin Mary promised to St. 
Dominic and to all who fol-
low that “whatever you ask in 
the rosary will be granted.” 

  GROW IN CHRIST…making time for God. 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

 

 

Meets every other  
Tuesday night after Mass.  

Jan. 23th, Feb. 6th and 
Feb. 20th  

The Rosary is our refuge 
and Mary, The Mother of 

God, is our help at all 
times of our lives.  

“Dear children! I am carrying my Son Jesus to you to 

fill your hearts with peace, because He is peace. Little 
children, seek Jesus in the silence of your heart that 

He be born anew. The world needs Jesus, therefore 
seek Him through prayer, because He gives Himself 

daily to each of you.” - Dec. 25, 2023 

We’ve purchased a Gift for you! 
Enjoy a free subscription to formed.org an incredible 

online gateway to the best Catholic content! 

 
 

Do you have one 
hour a week to pray?  

 
To volunteer or for  
more information,  

please contact  
Mona Neubert at  

MNSaratoga@aol.com  
or visit 

www.sevensistersapostolate.org 
 

“In strengthening the priest you strengthen the whole 
church…Strengthen the priest and you strengthen the whole 

foundation, you strengthen everything in the Church.”   
- Fr. Gerald Fitzgerald, S.P. Founder 

 
Let us remain faithful  in our tender and hidden prayer 

offerings in the Eucharist ic Presence,  holding our priests 
close to  our hearts—but loosely so,  for they are not   

exclusively ours.  Rather,  they are ours to  support  as their 
sisters and ours to  bring to Mary their Mother.  

Holy Hour a Week 

Priest 
Heart of Prayer 

St. Mary’s  Seven  Sisters  Apostolate 

1 



St. Mary’s Parish website: stmarysballstonspa.org 

 

PARISH STAFF 

Parish Office Hours  Mon.-Fri. 9:00 am—2:00pm 

Sacrament of Baptism is held the 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the month 
after the 12PM Mass. Baptism Preparation Class for first-time parents is 
scheduled the 2nd Thursday of every month. Please call the parish 
office at 518-885-7411. See the Baptism Register form on our website 
at www.stmarysballstonspa.org/baptism 

Sacrament of Matrimony — To be considered a parishioner at St. Mary’s 
you must be registered as a parishioner for at least one year, raised in 
the parish, or have parents or grandparents who are registered parish-
ioners. Weddings must be booked a minimum of six months in advance 
for marriage prep purposes. Please call Allison at the parish center,  
518-885-7411. 

Mass Schedule 
Mon. Wed. and Thurs. 7:45 AM Tues. 5:30PM  
Sat. Vigil 4:00PM   Sunday 8:00AM, 10:00AM, 12:00Noon 

Reconciliation (Confession)  
Tues. after 5:30PM Mass & Saturday 3:00-3:45PM, or by appointment 

Requesting A Mass Cards.  
If you would like to request a Mass, stop in at the Parish Center or call the office at 
518-885-7411  Mon.—Fri. 9am – 2pm, the offering is $15.00 

Pastor 
   Rev. Francis R. Vivacqua 

Administration 
   Pastoral Assoc. Admin/Accountant 
 Mary Clarke 
        mary.clarke@rcda.org 

Administration: 
 Eva Loucks 
   eva.loucks@rcda.org 

 Susan Spagnoletti 
   susan.spagnoletti@rcda.org 

 Susanne Cappa 
  susanne.cappa@rcda.org 

Religious Education 
Director of Religious Education 
 Vicki Schuette 
    vicki.schuette@rcda.org 

 Youth, family, young adult ministry coordinator 
 Rebecca Cronin 
  rebecca.cronin@rcda.org 

Director of Music 
 Allison Mendenhall 
  allison.mendenhall@rcda.org 

St. Mary’s Parish School 
Allen Hills, Principal   
  ahills@smsbspa.org 

RCIA Coordinator 
 Jeff Fortman 

Please remember to check St. Mary’s website: 
stmarysballstonspa.org for updated information, calendar of 

events, ministries, , etc. Thank you! 

 

Please read the bulletin for important announcements! 

Diocesan Appeal 2023/24 
St. Mary’s Ballston Spa/Galway 

 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support  
toward the Diocesan Appeal. Please help our parish  

reach our goal. The generosity of St. Mary’s  
parishioners has always benefitted the growth  

and evangelization in our diocese.  

Send your Diocesan Appeal  
Commitment Card to:  
Diocesan Appeal 

40 North Main Ave. 
Albany, NY 12203 

Enjoy the Convenience of Online Giving 

Thank you to the families and visitors that have given one-time 
or recurring donation through our website! If you have not taken 
advantage of the  convenience and simplicity of online giving, 

you can do so from any device by visiting: 
stmaryballstonspa.org/on-line-donations. Giving online is simple 
and secure. Give a one-time gift or schedule ongoing donations 
using your checking account or debit/credit card. Please select 

the giving option that works best for you and your family.  
Thank you for your generosity!  

If you no longer wish to receive envelopes please call the office. 

Office 
Closed 

 

Jan. 12 & 
15th 

 St. Mary’s Mission, Galway, NY 
   Sunday Mass 9:30 AM 

Jan. 14th      †   Robert Clancy req. by Family 
 
Jan. 21st       †   Matthew Germond  
                                                                req. by Colleen Germond 

No weekly offering from Jan. 7th  
due to inclement weather 

 

 

To cover our weekly expenses, we need $1,000 

Young Family Group Gathering  
will meet the last Sunday of the month following 10:00AM Mass 

in the St. Mary's School Cafeteria and Gym.  
For more information contact Chris and Elizabeth Figueroa  

at 32figs@gmail.com or contact  
Rebecca Cronin at the parish office at 518-885-7411. 

Join Us for a Movie 

Night, January 26th  

at 6pm 

Flywheel   

in the School  

Auditorium  



St. Mary’s Parish website: stmarysballstonspa.org 

Celebrating over 60 years as a parish school! 

Faith  * Academics  * Community   
Quality Catholic Education serving Nursery, Pre-K,  

Full Day Kindergarten through Grade 5! 

St. Mary’s School Ballston Spa 
A Small School  With A Big Heart! 

 

Norton nursery class: 
 

We made baby Jesus crafts to celebrate the upcoming Christmas holiday!  
We have been learning all about the Holy Family and singing Christmas 
songs together. We love celebrating Advent at school with our friends! 

Norton Pre-K 
 

We had a special visitor  
this month! Nona,  

a student’s grandmother,  
came in and read  

The Gingerbread Baby  
to our class and  

facilitated a fun morning  
of making homemade  
gingerbread houses!  

What a fun way to gather  
together and joyfully create 
while we celebrate Advent.  

Call for a personal tour  
or stop by for  

more information!  
518-885-7300   

office@smsbspa.org    
visit www.smsbspa.org   

Let’s Kickoff Catholic Schools Week with some Pasta! 

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL IS HOSTING A PASTA DINNER! 

Pasta, Meatballs, Salad & Bread 
Gluten Free Options Available 

 

Join us  

Saturday, Jan. 27th   5:00PM — 7:00PM 
 

Children/Senior Citizens $5.00, Adults $10.00, Children under 3 Free 
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2143 Doubleday Ave. • Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-885-4331 • 855-885-4331
www.briarwoodflowershoppe.com
www.briarwoodflowershoppe.net

417 Geyser Rd., 
Ballston Spa, NY
538 Maple Ave., 

Saratoga Springs, NY

587-3256
James Markwica, P.T.

www.lamarcopt.com

LaMarco
PHYSICAL THERAPY, P.C.

Ballston Spa
87 Front St.

518-363-8150

Galway
5091 Sacandaga Rd.

518-882-1225
Member FDIC

chevrolet • buick • gmc

4447 State Highway 30
Amsterdam

843-5702

1484 Saratoga Road
Ballston Spa

885-5301

39 East High Street 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-885-6181 
www.armerfuneralhome.com

Armer
Funeral Home, Inc.Funeral Home, Inc.

SEPTIC SERVICE

885-5027
P.O. Box 236 / Ballston Spa, NY 

ImperialSepticService.com
ImperialSepticTankService@gmail.com

Wealth Management • Taxes • Investments
Estate Planning

20 Church Ave • Ballston Spa • 518-885-3230 • Cantyfinancial.com

“I, Jesus, have sent my angel 
to give you this testimony for 
the churches. I am the Root 
and the Offspring of David, 

and the bright Morning Star.”
- Revelation 22:16

59 Blanchard Rd, Gansevoort, NY 12831
morningstarseptic@hotmail.com

(office) 518-793-2290
(fax) 518-793-2115

ONE STOP SERVICE
We are your alternative to the dealership, providing factory scheduled maintenance and repairs

Diagnostics • Oil Changes • AC Repairs and Service
239 Washington St., Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
518-584-9797 • www.mohrsservicecenter.com

Jeff, Tim, Eric, Jimmy	 PROUD PARISHIONER

Helping Families Make Informed
 Decisions in Eldercare
(In-Home or Transitions)

Clare Colamaria
Eldercare Consultant - Resource Specialist

518-424-2527
www.ASENIORSCHOICEONLINE.com

In Loving Memory 
Trista Russo

Love Always 
Mom & Dad

Serving the Capital District and Beyond for over 20 Years
• Professional Roofing Services
• Asphalt and Architectural Shingles
• Slate and Metal as well as Standing Seam
• Historical Copper Services
SIDING, WINDOWS AND GENERAL CONTRACTING

518-SHINGLE
(744-6453)

DOW ContractingDOW ContractingDOW ContractingDOW Contracting

Karate
Tai Chi and

 Qi Gong
(518) 222-1985

eightstarma@hotmail.com

Roland J. Lavigne, 
MSEd.
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RICH’S RT. 50 
SERVICE 

CENTER, INC.
RICH’S USED CARS

RICH & THERESA LOYA / Owners
Phone 518-885-8886
2141 Doubleday Ave.,
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

Civil/Consulting Engineers
Site Planning & Design

www.BohlerEngineering.com
Chris Boyea

518.438.9900

BURNT HILLS 399-9494
BALLSTON SPA 885-0669

Traffic Ticket, DWI & Car Accidents

518-584-1557

2620 Hermance Road
Galway, NY 12074 

518 882 9435 
www.rosarugosabandb.com

Parishioner owned

Luxury Senior Apartments
(518) 584-7766

100 Saratoga Blvd. 
Saratoga Springs

MEVEC
Funeral Home Inc.

William J. Mevec
Mary Ann Mevec

William J. Mevec, Jr.
Parishioner

224 Milton Avenue   885-7110
www.mevecfuneralhome.com

The Furniture House
“The Unusual as Usual”

Rt. 9P, Saratoga Lake
587-9865

• Disinfecting
• Trash Bin Cleaning
• Commercial and Residential
• Power Washing
• Home Owner Associations
• Group Discounts

518-376-6996
www.shinybinscleaning.com

872 Saratoga Rd. Route 50, Burnt Hills, NY 12027
(518) 399-9188 • Toll Free: 1-800-252-0104

www.morrisford.com
For all your Sales, Service, Parts & Body Shop needs

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Gary Zakrzewski

gzakrzewski@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6413

Thomas Giroux
W. Charlton
Fully Insured

Office: 882-5009   Cell: 269-7594
Certified NYS Chimney Sweep

• Chimney Cleanings Relines 
• Wood Pellet Stove Installations 

• Metal Prefab Installations & Masonry Repairs
chimneydoctors@nycap.rr.com

Chimney Doctors


