CORNER OF WALNUT AND ELM STREETS, ONEONTA, NEW YORK
WWW.STMARYSONEONTA.ORG—607.432.3920
FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSONEONTA

Welcome...
From wherever you have traveled or have
been led on your spiritual journey,
we , the Catholic community of Oneonta,
are glad that you are among us.
We invite you make yourself at home and
consider joining in our Christian way of
life, worship and service.

The Mission Statement of Saint Mary’s Parish

“To feed, care & connect”

SAINT MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
IN THE “CITY OF THE HILLS”

Students of Hartwick
and SUNY Oneonta, welcome!
We encourage you to participate and
volunteer in all liturgical and service
ministries while you are among us.

We are home to...
♦

Saint Mary’s / Newman Catholic Community
♦ Boy Scouts of America—Troup 23
♦ Knights of Columbus—Council 4989

Eucharistic Liturgy...
Sunday—The Lord’s Day: 10:30am
Saturday—Vigil: 5:00pm
Weekdays: Mon, Tues & Fri: 9:00am
Holy Days: 12:10pm & 7:00pm

Headlines…
Christians of the Holy Land
Weekend of November 24 & 25

First Saturday Devotion
December 1, 2018 at 9:00 am
Daily Mass Chapel

First Sunday of Advent
December 2, 2018

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, ONEONTA

Troop 23
Pancake Breakfast
Come support St. Mary's Church Boy
Scouts Troop 23 at our Pancake Breakfast
on Sunday December 9th 9amͲ1pm at
our Parish Center. Tickets are $5 each, Family up to 5 $20,
Children under 5 free and Take outs available. Thank you
for your support, Troop 23. Tickets will be available for
purchase from any scout or adult leader as well as being
available aEer Sunday Mass at 10:30.

Troop 23 News:
We currently have 31 Scouts acve with
our Troop. We just celebrated our newest
Eagle Scout, our fellow parishioner,
Andrew M Baker who oversaw the
beauﬁcaon of our land bordering our
neighbors in the Church parking lot. In addion he
manufactured 2 more of these planter boxes to be used
inside our Church for Food Pantry donaons. He was
oﬃcially recognized August 17, 2018 and we held his Eagle
Court of Honor on November 4th. We currently have 2
more Life Scouts acvely working on submi5ng their Eagle
project plans and another 6 Life Scouts who are beginning
to consider what projects may be available in our local
communies. If anyone has an idea for a project, please
contact us. If anyone is in need of assistance, please
contact us as community service is an important part of
being a Scout. We had 25 Scouts and 4 adults a8ending
summer Camp. At our Troop Court of Honor November
7th, 13 Scouts advanced in rank and we awarded a total of
67 merit badges along with Bronze and Gold Eagle Palms to
Andrew Baker indicang that he earned an addional 10
merit badges beyond the required 21.


Our Troop a8ended the Internaonal Jamboree on
Wellesley Island with 2,000 scouts from Canada and the
USA. We provided service to Cub Scouts in October for
their Webelo Woods Weekend at Oneonta Audubon
Society where they began to learn camping, cooking, knot
tying and how to safely build and start a ﬁre. Pack 91 Cub
Scouts joined our Troop in preparing bags for donaons for
Scoung for Food which the Troop and Pack will pick up
from Oneonta homes November 10th and will bring to our
food pantry. We will be ringing the bell for the Salvaon
Army in December as well as working a Saturday's Bread.
Please support or Scoung Troop as we are holding our
Annual pancake Breakfast Sunday December 9, 2018 9amͲ
1pm at the Parish Center. Tickets are available from our
Scouts and at our 10:30 Mass November 11thͲ December
2nd. Thank you, David Flynn Commi8ee Chair 437Ͳ8424
dﬂynn8@stny.rr.com

CONSOLE ONE ANOTHER…

St. Mary’s Consolation/Bereavement Group meets 
in the Rectory at 10:00 AM on
November 15, December 20 
January 17, February 21
Join us as we share our Joys, Sorrows and Memories
Need an evening group? 
Contact Mel at 432Ǧ3920 or 
carmelannsperti@yahoo.com 
and we will get one started!

Food Pantry Requests
St. Mary’s Food Pantry is in need of the following items:
Cranberry sauce, boxed stuffing,
any kind of soups, sliced bread.
Thank you for your continued support!

Christians of the Holy Land
On the weekend, November 24/25, 2018 we welcome a
representative from the Christians of the Holy Land, who
will speak at all the Masses on the topic of the Christian
identity of our Holy Land; namely the wonderful parishes
commemorating Jesus' entire earthly ministry and the
Catholic/Christian faithful praying and offering Mass at
these churches. The Christian situation in the Holy Land is
dire. What used to be a strong and vibrant 30% of the
population less than 70 years ago has dropped down below
1.5%. There are several factors involved, not the least of
which is economics. Traditionally, the Christian
community relied on the services offered for pilgrims as a
main source of income for the community, who in turn
conduct commerce with each other. Olive wood items/
carvings represent the only tangible product they produce
and can export. Christians of the Holy Land graciously asks
your support through conscience prayers and the purchase
of these special religious art pieces. Items range in price
from $10 to a few hundred and include rosaries, crosses,
icons and statues. Proceeds of the sales generate much
needed employment and cash flow for
our Christian community in
Bethlehem. Think of your family,
friends and yourself, and be as
generous as God is to you. Checks,
cash and credit cards will be accepted.
May God continue to bless you, and
thank you. www.HolyLandDirect.com

CHRIST THE KING

For your consideration…
Maryknoll Leadership Statement on the Migrant
Caravan
As the procession of desperate people from Central
America walks its way north through Mexico bound
for the United States, the leadership of the four
organizations that share the Maryknoll name, the
Maryknoll Sisters, Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers,
Maryknoll Lay Missioners, and Maryknoll Affiliates,
call on the leaders of the United States to listen to the
cries of an oppressed people and to respond with
compassion and dignity worthy of our nation.
With each difficult step, the caravan’s members are
asking the people of the United States to prepare, to
open our arms and hearts, and to listen to the stories
they have to tell – stories of violence, hunger and
persecution, of pain, fear and hope. As these
vulnerable people approach, some with babies in their
arms, many children themselves, we, as a community
of Catholic men and women who have a long history
in Central America and know their plight first hand,
feel profoundly close to these sojourners and
unequivocally reject President Donald Trump’s
characterization of the caravan as a “invasion of our
country.” The migrant caravan is a humanitarian
crisis, not an invasion. The Trump administration is
abandoning the United States’ historic moral vision as
a beacon of freedom and hope.
Instead, we say ‘Welcome, brothers and sisters.’
Refuge is a right. Asylum is the law. We recognize that
this dense concentration of migrants does not
represent a threat but a survival strategy to protect
themselves from assault, exploitation, and theft on the
dangerous journey to safety.
Saint Óscar Romero taught us, “When the church
hears the cry of the oppressed it cannot but denounce
the social structures that give rise to and perpetuate
the misery from which the cry arises.” Inspired by
love, we call on the United States to act with
compassion toward migrants and to work to transform
our relationships with our southern neighbors to
enable livable communities to flourish everywhere.
Maryknoll Sisters, Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers,
Maryknoll Lay Missioners, Maryknoll Affiliates
November 2018

Sponsored by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany –
Youth & Young Adult Ministry
February 16 – 19 , 2019
WHAT IS C.L.I.? The goal of the Chr istian Leader ship Institute is to foster the leadership potential of each
individual. It is for those in sophomore, junior or senior
years of high school.
THE PROGRAM: The Institute offers an oppor tunity
for Christian leadership development through a period of
learning, prayer and community living.
Workshops include Christian Leadership, Communication,
Group Dynamics & Decision-making.
The program runs for 4 days and will be held at :
YMCA Camp Chingachgook

Do you know someone who isn’t getting The
Evangelist and should be?
The Evangelist is our weekly diocesan newspaper. We’re
very lucky to have a weekly publication in the Diocese that
covers local, national and world news from a Catholic
perspective. If you don’t get this award-winning newspaper,
call 518-453-6688 or email ann.egan@rcda.org to be added
to the list.

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS
held at 9 a.m. the 1st Saturday of every month – next one
Dec. 1st Ven. Patrick Peyton (1909-1992), known as the
Rosary Priest, devoted his life to promoting the Family
Rosary in an effort to promote family unity. He popularized
the slogan “The family that prayers together, stays
together.” Just think how different family life would be
today if families invited Jesus and His Mother into their
homes daily by praying the Rosary. Advent is the perfect
time to pray the Family Rosary daily, or a segment of it, in
preparation for Christmas.

MIRACULOUS MEDALS AVAILABLE – To show
her tender loving care for her earthly children, the Blessed
Virgin Mary has given us three Sacraments as her “Gifts
from Heaven” – the Rosary, Brown Scapular and Miraculous Medal. She showers down her graces and blessings
upon those who show devotion to her. She revealed the
Miraculous Medal to St. Catherine LaBoure, a French nun,
in 1830. Soon so many miracles were attributed to those
who wore it around the neck, as she requested, that it
soon became known as the miraculous medal. Blessed
medals are available on the entrance table while supplies
last.

NOVEMBER 25, 2018
MASS INTENTIONS
24 November – 2 December 2018
SATURDAY 24 November 2018
5:00 pm
Lena Chicorelli by Lucrezia Lettis
Birthday Remembrance
Thomas Foti by Family
Christopher McAdams by Mother
11th Anniversary Remembrance
Shirlene Ouimet by Fred Ouimet & family
4th Anniversary Remembrance
Zyphia & Carl Danzi by Family
SUNDAY
10:30 am

25 November 2018
Phillip Hobb by wife, Starr
9th Anniversary Remembrance
Joseph Ruffino by Rosa Ruffino
2nd Anniversary Remembrance
Regina Belsher by Ambrose Santiago
Theresa Ann Johnston by Sally Ann & Don

MONDAY
9:00 am

26 November 2018
Ellen Armstrong by Andrew & Mary
Armstrong
Esther Vandermark by Dennis & Ann Enright

TUESDAY
9:00 am

27 November 2018
Michael Genzardi by St. Mary’s
Consolation Group
Nick Barberio by Lucrezia Lettis

FRIDAY
9:00 am

30 November 2018
Marilyn A. Pugh by Jim McDonald
Regina Pecora by June Sheehan

SATURDAY 1 December 2018
5:00 pm
Joe & Madolyn Orlando by Dottie Hurlburt
Edward McGraw by Children, Kelly Catella
& Tim McGraw
29th Anniversary Remembrance
Rev. Joseph Benintende by Angie VanBramer
Angelina Colone by Family
SUNDAY
10:30 am

2 December 2018
Mimi Vagliardo by daughter, Connie
Birthday Remembrance
Dorothy “Dot” Brodrick by friend, Carol Ann

Advent Wreaths and Candles…
The first week of Advent begins the weekend of Dec. 1/2. Be prepared!
Advent candles and wreaths will be
available in the Gathering Area of the
church the week-ends of Nov. 17/18 and
24/25. The set of four candles is $3.00 and the simple brass
wreath is $5. Questions? Call Martie 432-2852

Prayer corner…..
♦

We ask that you remember in your prayers the
following persons who are ill: Carol Moonen, Sharon
Wilsey
O’Donnell,
Irene
Sosnowski,
Peter
Marchione, Sam Nader, Joseph Vagliardo, John
Vagliardo, Paula Hickey, Madeline Seger, and Linda
Burch.

We pray for the men and women of our parish and
community who are serving in the military.
♦ We remember in prayer all priests of the Albany
Diocese.
♦ Let us remember those who have died, especially the
members of our families and parish community.
♦

(Names will remain on the prayer list for four weeks, and
then removed unless notified by family-thank you)

Pastoral Staff
Rev. David Wm. Mickiewicz, Pastor
Kathleen Neuer, A dministration
Diane DeDominicis & Sandi Milavec
Administrative Assistants
Donald Embling, Music
Carmel Ann Sperti, Pastoral Care
Linda Burns, Food Ministry Coordinator
Kate Johnston, Faith Formation Coordinator
Julia Baxter, Elementary Faith Formation
Bridgette Shepardson, Y outh Ministry
Gary DuBois, Head of Buildings & Grounds

Stewardship Report
Our total Parish Budget for the year………….$688,359.00
Less projected Other Income…………………$314,259.00
(this includes investment income, grants, other donations)
Amount needed from collections (annually)….$374,100.00
Needed from the collection weekly……………...$7,194.00

Stewardship:
Collection for November 10 & 11, 2018……….$5,810.86
Christ at Your Table………………………….$2,252.00
Bishop’s Appeal:
Our Assessment………………...........................$99,816.00
To date we have received 151 gifts totaling……$46,101.67

CHRIST THE KING
Working Hands Peace and Justice Ministry has r eceived
PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY PRESENTATION 
a donation of a latch hook flower wall hanging made by a
parishioner. They will be holding a raffle for this beautiful
artwork which will be displayed in the back of church
during masses. Tickets will be on sale before and after mass
during the month of November. Ticket prices are 1 for
$1.00 or 6 for $5.00. The drawing for the raffle will be held
on November 25th.
Proceeds will help projects
such as San Lucas Toliman
students in Guatemala, the
Giving Tree, the Angel
Tree, and St. Mary’s Food
Pantry.
ST. MARY’S HOLY SEWS UPDATE –
Recently, the (founding) Holy Sews Group, located in Little Rock, AR, has taken on providing infant bereavement
layettes to 140 addition hospitals across the country. To
help them meet the need, our St. Mary’s Group has shipped
220 layettes to Little Rock. At the
same time, we have added Strong
Mem. Hosp. in Rochester to the list
of 29 hospitals we already cover throughout NYS. Needless to
say, this St. Mary’s parish ministry
is ON THE JUMP!!!

St. MARY’S VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR ….



Please join us on Saturday, January 12, 2019 for a
FREE presentation entitled “Ministering in Times
of Spiritual Distress” which will be held from
9:00 a.m. to Noon at the Pastoral Center, 40 N.
Main Ave., Albany AND will be broadcast to the
following six videoconferencing sites for viewing:
♦ Our Lady of the Annunciation/Queensbury 
♦ St. Edward’s/Clifton Park
♦ St. Francis de Sales/Herkimer 


♦ St. Patrick’s/Catskill
♦ St. Mary’s/Oneonta



♦ St. Henry’s/Averill Park 


The crisis of our time has left so many people in
spiritual distress. In pastoral ministry, sadly, we
often encounter such people. Please join Father
Joseph Mali and Sister Kitty Hanley as they explore
this topic and how not to lose sight of the
“treasures” in darkness. 


To register for this free presentation or for
additional information:
https://www.rcda.org/
of8ices/pastoralǦcareǦministry/ministeringǦtimesǦ
spiritualǦdistress or email Maria Schollenberger at
Maria.Schollenberger@rcda.org or call her in
Pastoral Care Ministry at (518) 641Ǧ6818. All faith
traditions welcome. 

SATURDAY’s BREAD ON December 1st. Won’t you join
us on Saturday, December 1st at the Methodist Church
on the corner of Chestnut & Church Streets to help serve
at this community meal which provides an opportunity
for a hot meal & fellowship for residents of this area?
Please sign up on the sheet posted at the entrance of St.
Mary’s Church this weekend, or call Linda Schraft at 988Ǧ
2673, or contact Irene Budney by email at 
budneyid@oneonta.edu or phone at 369Ǧ4111. Your
assistance will be greatly appreciated!

Are you a parent of a teen?? What is family life like for
you? We'd like to invite you support each other in
faith and teen parenting once a month, on a Sunday
evening from 7-8:30 in the parish center. Join us for
fellowship and support as we navigate our journey
with teen children. Starting December 9th! Please
contact Bridgette Shepardson with any questions, at
287-3251.

Addressing Homelessness in our Community…

THE GIVING TREE

On December 3 at 4pm, the Ethics Committee at Fox Hospital would like to invite you to an open discussion about
the Homeless Population in the Oneonta Area. In hopes that
we can all come together and create a committee to help
address this issue and have the appropriate services available when members of this community arrive at Fox Hospital for shelter this winter and into the future. If there are
other organization contacts that should be invited to the
conversation, please send Contact Name, Organization and
contact info to Jennifer.schuman@aofmh.org.

The Giving Tree is returning! On the First Sunday of Advent, Dec. 1/2, the tree with gift tags will be available in the
front vestibule of the church. We ask that gifts be returned
the following week, but please call the rectory if you will
need extra time. Please be
generous to our nursing
home residents who will be
receiving the gifts. For
some, this is the only outside gift they will receive.
Thank you!

Attention, Parents of Teens…..

